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Son strikes late winner for Spurs at Villa
Lacazette ends goal drought as Arsenal crush Newcastle 4-0

BIRMINGHAM:  Tottenham manager Jose Mourinho
believes Manchester City’s two-season ban from the
Champions League has opened the door for a host of
teams to qualify for next season’s competition.

Mourinho’s men moved up to fifth in the Premier
League — which could be enough to secure
Champions League football should City’s appeal
against the ban fail — thanks to Son Heung-min’s stop-
page time winner to beat Aston Villa 3-2 yesterday.

Spurs are also now just one point behind Mourinho’s
old club Chelsea, who they face at Stamford Bridge
next weekend. However, all of the top 10 are now within
six points of what could be a Champions League place.

“A window opens for many teams,” said Mourinho.
“What seemed far, now the fifth place is not far.
Arsenal, Everton, Sheffield United, Wolves. Everyone
will feel they have the chance.”

Meanwhile, substitute Alexandre Lacazette ended
his goal drought as Arsenal secured their first Premier
League win since New Year’s Day with a 4-0 victory
over Newcastle United at the Emirates Stadium yester-
day. Lacazette had gone nine games in all competitions
without a goal before he found the target with a mis-hit
shot in the final moments of the game.

After a goalless first half, Pierre-Emerick
Aubameyang put the Gunners in front with a powerful
header from a Nicolas Pepe cross. Pepe himself added
the second, from close range after good work from
Bukayo Saka, and Mesut Ozil got his first of the season
with a tap-in. Lacazette, left on the bench with young-
ster Eddie Nketiah, finished off a smart move for Mikel
Arteta’s side, who recorded just their second win since
the Spaniard took over at the club. The defeat ended an
eight-game unbeaten run for Newcastle. 

Tottenham had to bounce back from a nightmare
start at Villa Park when Toby Alderweireld sliced into
his own goal. Alderweireld had not travelled with his
teammates to Birmingham after attending the birth of
his son this week and admitted to feeling heavy legged
after he turned Anwar El Ghazi’s deflected cross into
his own net after just nine minutes.

But the Belgian quickly made amends at the other
end by smashing a loose ball from a corner high past
the helpless Pepe Reina to equalise. “It wasn’t my best
performance. It was a beautiful week for me with the
birth of my son but yesterday I had to travel eight hours
so it was difficult,” said Alderweireld.

“My legs were not sharp. But I’m happy to help the
team with the goal, the lads helped me today.” Villa
could have been two in front before Tottenham levelled
as only a goal-line block from Ben Davies denied
Douglas Luiz.

However, Dean Smith’s side find themselves in a rele-
gation battle as they have now conceded more goals
than any other team in the league. “They have a front
four that can hurt anyone, that’s why we had to get for-
ward and defend on the front foot,” said Smith, with
Villa still just one point above the bottom three.

“On the whole I thought we dealt with them really
well but we’re disappointed with the goals we conced-
ed.” A rash challenge by Bjorn Engels on Steven
Bergwijn handed the visitors the chance to go in front
just before the break, albeit it took a VAR review to
award a penalty.

Son’s spot-kick was saved by Reina, but the South
Korean followed up to prod home and become the first
Asian player to score 50 Premier League goals. Engels
also made amends as an attacking force as he rose
highest to head home Jack Grealish’s corner eight min-
utes into the second half, but Mourinho was furious at
Alderweireld’s defending.

“I’d say he’s scored three goals: the own goal, his
goal and then when he loses the duel with Engels,”
added the Portuguese. Tottenham took the game to the
hosts in the final quarter, but struggled to find a way
past the inspired Reina. The on-loan AC Milan goal-
keeper saved three efforts from Son and denied Dele
Alli when one-on-one. However, Son had the final say
by composing himself to slot just beyond Reina’s reach
with virtually the last action of the game and send
Spurs closer to a fifth straight season of Champions
League football. — Agencies

LONDON: Arsenalʼs Gabonese striker Pierre-Emerick Aubameyang (C) heads home the
opening goal of the English Premier League football match between Arsenal and
Newcastle United at the Emirates Stadium in London yesterday. — AFP

LAHORE: Pakistan became kabaddi world champions
yesterday after narrowly beating arch rivals India who
played even though authorities at home vowed to
investigate why a team competed despite a ban on
sporting ties.

In final, Pakistan fought back in the second half to
secure a 43-41 win over the defending champions in the
popular South Asian sport in front of thousands of
spectators. “We are grateful to all the nations which
made this event colourful,” Rana Muhammad Sarwar,
the secretary general of the Pakistan Kabaddi
Federation, told AFP.

“We should not let sports and culture become a vic-
tim of politics.” Last week, Indian sports minister Kiren

Rijiju said no kabaddi player had been given permission
to participate. “Playing in the name of the country with
India’s flag being used are matters to be investigated,”
Rijiju said.

Apart from India, teams from Iran, England,
Germany, Sierra Leone, Australia, Canada and
Azerbaijan participated in the event. India cut bilateral
cricket ties with Pakistan after attacks in Mumbai in
2008 that authorities blamed on Pakistani militants.

India has since ordered a general freeze on sporting
contacts, and last year a Davis Cup tennis tie between
the two nations was shifted out of Pakistan to
Kazakhstan. Few international sports events are held in
Pakistan due to safety concerns, though in recent years
cricket has made a comeback amid improving security.

Kabaddi originated in the sub-continent and later
spread to other Asian countries. Each team starts with
seven players. During the 40-minute game, lone players
will cross the centre line and attempt to tag opponents
before racing back to their half and safety. The defending
team will try to grab and stop the raider. Whoever suc-
ceeds in the wrestling match that ensues scores. —AFP
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CHICAGO: On the eve of the 69th NBA All-Star Game,
commissioner Adam Silver felt it was important to rec-
ognize the founder of All-Star weekend. Silver served
for many years as the deputy commissioner to the late
David Stern and considers the late commissioner emer-
itus a mentor. Stern died on New Year’s Day following a
brain aneurysm.

“He was a force of nature for all of those who knew
him,” Silver said. “A transformational figure.” This
weekend is a prolonged celebration of basketball life
with tributes to Kobe Bryant and Stern front and cen-
ter. The All-Star Game’s Most Valuable Player trophy
was renamed Saturday as the Kobe Bryant MVP
Award.

“No one embodies All-Star more than Kobe Bryant,”
Silver said. Bryant was an 18-time All-Star who won the
showcase’s MVP award a record-tying four times.
Silver said he has been struck recently by the similari-
ties between the two league icons.

“They could be difficult at times because they prior-
itized winning,” Silver said. “They didn’t have a lot of
time for some of the niceties in personal interaction. ...
As the father of a child, that is the unimaginable.

“This generation of players, so many of them look up
to (Bryant) as a role model. The belief in winning, that

extra drive and inner beast he called it.” While not as
visible this week, Michael Jordan’s impact on the game,
league and city has been a constant undertone during
the festivities. He also has ties to the previous All-Star
Weekend in Chicago in 1988. Jordan won the Slam
Dunk Contest and scored 40 points to earn MVP hon-
ors in the game.

Ever since, the league wanted the game to return.
Silver said he convinced Bulls owner Jerry Reinsdorf,
with an assist from his son Michael Reinsdorf, to bring
the game back this year. “I remember Michael Jordan
taking off from the line in that dunk contest,” said
Silver, who was a law student back in 1988 when he
scored tickets to the All-Star Game in Chicago.

But this weekend remains as much a memorial as
anything. Silver clarified that the NBA was in contact
indirectly with Bryant’s family and all teams with games
on the schedule on the day of his death, Jan. 26, but
opted not to cancel games not involving the Lakers
while seeking further clarity under extraordinary cir-
cumstances.

“Chris Paul, the president of the players association,
was one of the first people to call me. We talked about
this sense of whether we should be canceling games on
Sunday,” Silver said. “More than anything there was
this sense of everyone wanting to be together.”

Silver said the NBA expects to return to CCTV, the
primary broadcast outlet in China, but is not certain
what the next step in the 40-year relationship with the
country will advance beyond the acrimonious aftermath
of Daryl Morey’s comments in October.— Reuters

NBA honors continue
for Bryant, Stern


