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Dybala, Cuadrado fire Juventus 
top against 10-man Brescia

MILAN: Paulo Dybala and Juan Cuadrado scored as
Juventus rediscovered winning form, beating 10-man
Brescia 2-0 yesterday to reclaim top spot in Serie A
before title rivals Inter Milan and Lazio clash later.

Argentine forward Dybala curled in a perfect free
kick six minutes before the break, shortly after Brescia’s
Florian Aye was sent off for two yellow cards in quick
succession. Colombian Cuadrado tapped in the second
from close range after a Blaise Matuidi cross with 15
minutes to go, as the champions bounced back from
last weekend’s shock defeat at Hellas Verona.

“We did what we had to do,” said Juve coach
Maurizio Sarri, whose side had lost two of their previ-
ous three games. Juventus move three points clear of
Inter, with Lazio a further point back in third ahead of
the pair’s huge encounter at the Stadio Olimpico in
Rome later on Sunday.

Cristiano Ronaldo was rested for yesterday’s game
in Turin, but veteran defender Giorgio Chiellini returned
after a long injury layoff. “Cristiano had to rest, he can-
not play 75 games a year between the national team
and club, we decided to let him recuperate,” said Sarri.

Sarri said 35-year-old skipper Chiellini had been
champing at the bit to get onto the pitch. “Chiellini put
himself on the pitch by himself,” said Sarri. “He said it
yesterday, he has made six months of sacrifices and
wanted to play.”

The champions did not have it all their own way
against lowly Brescia, who stay second-from-bottom,
seven points from safety after extending their winless
run to nine games. Enrico Alfonso went off after just 10

minutes following a knock to the head, with substitute
Brescia keeper Lorenzo Andrenacci pulling off some
fine saves. Andrenacci smothered a second Dybala
effort on the line minutes after the opener with the
Brescia ‘keeper also denying Gonzalo Higuain just after
the break.  Chiellini returned for the final 12 minutes
after rupturing cruciate ligaments in his right knee at
the end of August. “The worst is over, but now the diffi-
cult part begins,” said the Italy international.

“I hope to bring enthusiasm in this difficult moment.
“We are still top of the league, in the semi-finals of the
Italian Cup and in the last 16 of the Champions
League.” Teammate Miralem Pjanic came on midway
through the second half and limped off with a muscule
problem seven minutes later, a worry for Sarri before
their short trip to Lyon in 10 days’ time.

Earlier Hellas Verona missed the chance to close in
on fifth-placed Roma, who fell 2-1 at Atalanta on
Saturday, with a goalless draw at Udinese. Verona, in
sixth, extended their unbeaten run to nine games and
occupy the final Europa League spot ahead of Parma
on goal difference, but stay four points behind Roma.

Parma moved level on 35 points after winning at
Sassuolo 1-0, with Ivorian Gervinho scoring the only
goal after 25 minutes. Fiorentina, in 13th, crushed strug-
gling Sampdoria 5-1 after consecutive defeats to
Juventus and Atalanta. Federico Chiesa and Dusan
Vlahovic bagged a brace each, with the Tuscan side’s
opening goal a gift from Sampdoria midfielder Morten
Thorsby who turned into his own net after eight min-
utes in Genoa. —AFP

TURIN: Juventus’ Argentine forward Paulo Dybala (Front) holds off Brescia’s Italian midfielder Stefano Sabelli
during the Italian Serie A football match Juventus vs Brescia yesterday at the Juventus stadium in Turin. — AFP

Matches on TV 
(Local Timings)

ENGLISH PREMIER LEAGUE
Chelsea FC v Manchester United 23:00
beIN Sports HD 2

ITALIAN CALCIO LEAGUE
AC Milan v Torino FC 22:45
beIN Sports

Ronaldo rested, but Chiellini returned after long injury layoff

BERGAMO: Mario Pasalic scored the winner seconds
after coming off the bench as Atalanta came from
behind to beat Roma 2-1 and consolidate fourth place
in Serie A on Saturday at the expense of their
Champions League rivals from the capital.

The Croatia midfielder came on just before the hour
mark in Bergamo to fire in the crucial goal 19 seconds
later, to boost confidence ahead of his side’s first ever
Champions League last 16 game against Valencia, not
at their home 21,300-seater Gewiss Stadium, but at the
much larger San Siro next week.

“This is an important victory,” said Atalanta coach
Gianpiero Gasperini. “Against a side like Roma this
advantage is not definitive. They are a strong team, but
in us there is the belief that we can finish in front.”

Atalanta are eight points behind third-placed Lazio,
who host leaders Inter Milan later. In three-team title
race, Inter are ahead of Juventus on goal difference
with Lazio just a further point behind. 

The champions host Brescia. Josip Ilicic had threat-
ened after half an hour for the hosts, firing wide, with a
Rafael Toloi overhead kick off target minutes later. But
it was Roma who broke through first with Edin Dzeko
pouncing on a defensive blunder from Jose Luis
Palomino.

Dzeko dispossessed the centre-back to rifle in past a
helpless Pierluigi Golini in the Atalanta goal. Palomino
made up for his earlier error just after the break volley-
ing in the equaliser in a move started off a Papu Gomez
corner.

On-loan Chelsea playmaker Pasalic came on for
Duvan Zapata after 59 minutes and curled in to seal the
three points.

Atalanta pull six points ahead of fifth-placed Roma,
who fell to their third consecutive defeat for the first
time this season. Paulo Fonseca’s side have taken just
four points in seven games this year.

“It is not a physical, but a mental problem,” said
Fonseca. “Right now it is important to work on the
players’ heads. “We have to believe we can get out of
this situation.

“There are still 14 games left, I think it is possible to
fix it, even if it is difficult.” Earlier, Bologna missed the
chance to move into the Europa League berths finishing
with nine men against Genoa who won 3-0 for their
first away success in over a year.

Defender Adama Soumaoro scored in his second
game for Genoa since his loan move from Lille, tapping
in an Andrea Masiello’s cross after 28 minutes.
Bologna’s Jerdy Schouten was sent off minutes later for
a dangerous tackle on Valon Behrami.

Antonio Sanabria got the second just before the
break following a stunning run from his own half.

Bologna’s woes were compounded when Stefano
Denswil was sent off for a second yellow card late
with Domenico Criscito converting from the spot on
90 minutes as Genoa got their first win on the road
since January 2019. Luigi Biagio’s first game as SPAL
coach ended in a 2-1 loss at Lecce.Juventus return to
their home comforts of Turin, after a poor away run,
hosting struggling Brescia with top spot in Serie A at
stake as title rivals Inter Milan and Lazio go head-to-
head in Rome. —AFP

Pasalic takes
just 19 seconds
to hit winner 

LONDON: Liverpool return to the scene of their
Champions League triumph when they visit Atletico
Madrid’s Wanda Metropolitano tomorrow very much
the team to beat for those hoping to succeed Jurgen
Klopp’s men as European champions.

Liverpool are coasting towards a first Premier
League title in 30 years having dropped just two points
all season and are likely to be crowned English champi-
ons before the Champions League quarter-finals com-
mence in early April.

Liverpool remain on course for a potential five-tro-
phy haul this season. They have already lifted the UEFA
Super Cup and Club World Cup and are used to reach-
ing European finals under Klopp.

The German has overseen three in four seasons at
Anfield, losing the Europa League final to Sevilla in
2016 and Champions League to Real Madrid two years
later before getting over the line against Tottenham in
the Spanish capital last year.

“I have no clue if we can win the Champions League
again but we should be ready to go for it,” said Klopp.
“What I know and what we showed last year is that we

can beat the best.”
On current form Atletico are little match for the

holders. For the first time in over eight years in charge,
the future of Diego Simeone has been questioned with
Los Rojiblancos languishing well off the pace in La
Liga and battling just to qualify for next season’s
Champions League.

A chronic struggle to score goals has hampered
Simeone’s side all season. Joao Felix has failed to
deliver on his 126 million euro ($138 million) price tag
and the Portuguese wonder kid is a doubt for
Tuesday’s first leg.

By contrast, Liverpool have hit the money with
almost every major signing in recent years. With Alisson
Becker, Virgil van Dijk, Fabinho, Sadio Mane and
Mohamed Salah they have built a side capable of not
just winning, but retaining the Champions League.

Simeone’s Atletico sides that came so close to win-
ning the competition in losing two finals to rivals Real in
2014 and 2016 were built on the most miserly defence.
But even the Argentine would be impressed by
Liverpool’s run of winning their last 11 league games by
the combined score of 24-1.

Across the continent, no other side looks as well-
balanced and settled heading into the latter stages.
Manchester City’s stunning two-season ban from the
competition handed down by UEFA on Friday means it
could be now or never if the English champions are
ever to conquer Europe with Pep Guardiola in charge.

However, City are running into a rejuvenated Real
Madrid in the last 16, who have shot to the top of La

Liga on a 14-game unbeaten run. Zinedine Zidane has
again revived the Spanish giants in his second spell in
charge and is yet to lose a Champions League tie after
winning the competition during his previous three sea-
sons in charge.

Paris Saint-Germain also begin their quest to over-
come three years of heartbreak at the last 16 stage on
Tuesday when they visit Borussia Dortmund. Dortmund
have the firepower to cause their former coach Thomas
Tuchel more Champions League pain in free-scoring
new signing Erling Braut Haaland, who already has
eight goals in the competition this season as a Red Bull
Salzburg player.

Barcelona lurch from one institutional crisis to
another and have a new coach, Quique Setien, with no
previous Champions League experience for a tricky tie
against Napoli. The success or otherwise of Juventus’
season will also be judged on winning the Champions
League for the first time in 24 years.

A kind last-16 draw gainst Lyon should give
Maurizio Sarri more time to turn the Italian champions
into potential conquerors of Europe, but big questions
are already being asked of Sarri’s suitability for that
target as Juve are struggling to hold off Inter Milan and
Lazio to preserve their domestic dominance in Italy.

Bayern Munich’s grip on the Bundesliga is also being
challenged this season, but the German giants will be
confident of gaining revenge for losing the 2012
Champions League final on home soil to Chelsea, who
have won just four of their last 13 Premier League
games. — AFP

Liverpool the team 
to beat as Champions 
League returns

PARIS: Paris St Germain’s second-string side were
held to a 4-4 draw at struggling Amiens after erasing a
three-goal deficit only to concede a stoppage time-
equaliser in Ligue 1 on Saturday. The result left PSG 13
points clear of second-placed Olympique de Marseille
after manager Thomas Tuchel rested several regular
starters ahead of Tuesday’s first leg of their Champions
League last-16 clash with Borussia Dortmund.

The makeshift lineup, with midfielder Ander Herrera
playing in an unfamiliar right-back role, looked all at
sea in the opening half as goals from Serhou Guirassy,
Gael Kakuta and Fousseni Diabate gave 19th-placed
Amiens a 3-0 lead.

Guirassy fired Amiens ahead with a crisp fifth-
minute finish and Kakuta made it 2-0 with a rasping
shot from 18 metres which gave visiting goalkeeper
Keylor Navas no chance. A huge shock seemed on the
cards as Diabate capped a jinking run through the mid-
dle with a low shot which went in off the post but
Herrera pulled one back for the French champions on
the stroke of halftime when he steered in a Julian
Draxler corner.

The Spaniard’s goal helped turn the match as a pair
of headers from centre back Tanguy Kouassi levelled
the scores inside the opening 20 minutes of the second
half. Amiens had again been undone by set pieces as
Draxler swung in another corner for Kouassi to rise
above his marker and head intot he net. Five minutes
later, the defender met Angel Di Maria’s cross at the far
post to silence the home fans.

With Amiens on the back foot, it was no surprise
that PSG grabbed a 4-3 lead in the 74th minute as
Mauro Icardi popped up at the far post and tapped in a
fine low cross by Juan Bernat. But the visitors then
missed several gilt-edged chances with Edinson Cavani,
who was looking for his 200th goal for PSG in all com-
petitions, particularly guilty of poor finishing.

His astonishing miss in the dying minutes was pun-
ished moments later at the other end as Guirassy lev-
elled with a fine finish from inside the penalty area after
he was put through by substitute Quentin Cornette.

In the evening’s most entertaining fixture, ninth-
placed Girondins Bordeaux missed a chance to move
into the top six as they were held to a 2-2 home draw
by Dijon, who dropped one place to 18th. Mounir
Chouiar fired Dijon ahead early on when he capped a
fast break and then salvaged a point for the visitors in
the closing stages with a delightful shot after

Bordeaux’s Hwaing Ui-Jo and Jimmy Briand had can-
celled out his opener. Bottom team Toulouse are staring
at relegation after a 2-0 home defeat by Nice, who are
eighth, left them 14 points adrift of the safety zone,

while Nimes beat visiting Angers 1-0 to climb out of
the bottom three. Marseille visit fourth-placed Lille and
Stade Reims are at home to Rennes, who are third, in
Sunday’s standout fixtures. —Reuters

PSG held to 4-4 
draw at Amiens 

AMIENS: Amiens’ South African midfielder Bongani Zungu (up) vies with Paris Saint-Germain’s Argentine for-
ward Mauro Icardi during the French L1 football match between Amiens SC and Paris Saint-Germain (PSG) at
the Licorne stadium in Amiens, northern France. —AFP

MONACO: Uganda’s Joshua Cheptegei lowered
the 5km world record yesterday with a time of
12 minutes 51 seconds and revealed he had set
out to “really go for” breaking the sub 13 min-
utes barrier. 

The 10,000m world champion made the most
of perfect conditions in the second edition of this
race to improve on Kenyan Rhonex Kipruto’s pre-
vious best of 13min 18sec last month in Valencia.

“Wow, this is a really great. I had sub 13 min-

utes in my mind today so when my legs felt good
during the race I decided to really go for it,” said
the 23-year-old 10,000m world champion.

“To take this many seconds off the record
makes me very happy and is a great first test for
me in an important season,” he said with the
Tokyo Olympics coming up in July. Cheptegei
took part in both the 5000m and 10000m at the
Rio 2016 Olympic Games coming eighth and sixth
respectively at the age of 19. — AFP

Cheptegei breaks new 5km record


