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Rory McIlroy, Scott, Kuchar 
share slim lead at Riviera
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Plenty of players are within striking distance of the leaders
LOS ANGELES: Rory McIlroy, looking to cement his
return to number one in the world, fired a three-under
par 68 on Saturday to join Matt Kuchar and Adam
Scott in a three-way tie for the third-round lead at the
Genesis Invitational.

Kuchar was atop the leaderboard for a third straight
day after a one-under par 70 at Riviera Country Club.
Playing partner McIlroy carded a three-under 68 while
Australia’s Scott grabbed his share of the lead with a
birdie at 18 to cap a four-under 67.

They were all tied on 10-under par 203 — one shot
ahead of Russell Henley and Harold Varner on a jam-
packed leaderboard. Tiger Woods, who came into the
week gunning for a record-setting 83rd US PGA Tour
title, was nowhere near the top, however, after a five-
over par 76 that left him languishing 15 off the pace.

Kuchar started the day with a two-shot lead and
maintained his cushion with three birdies through 11
holes. But three bogeys in four holes from the 13th
through the 16th opened the door for McIlroy, who tied
the lead with his fourth birdie of the day at 13 and
despite a bogey at 14 was one shot ahead until Kuchar
got up and down for birdie from a greenside bunker on
the 17th.

Scott, first in the clubhouse on 10-under, was look-
ing forward to challenging for a victory on the same
Riviera course where he hoisted a trophy in 2005 but
couldn’t claim an official win because the rain-sodden
event was shortened to 36 holes.

He also has two runner-up finishes. “I think all of that
is just a bit of motivation for me to win here and have
an official victory at Riviera,” Scott said. “I think that
would be extremely satisfying for me.”

The Aussie veteran is coming off an eight-week
break, but said at this stage of his career he’s not too
worried about rust. “I almost feel like I know what I’m
doing after 20 years of having a season and having a
break and coming back out,” Scott said. “I know what
this course demands of you.”

Riviera’s challenge is slightly different this year
thanks to the warm, dry weather in what is usually
Southern California’s rainy season. “I think it’s fun to
see it this way in firm, fast conditions,” Kuchar said.
“Any time you get greens firm it is hard to get them
close to the hole, a golf course just plays that much
harder.” McIlroy opened with a birdie at the par-five
first, but didn’t pick up another shot until back-to-back
birdies at the eighth and ninth. “I hit it well all day, but I
felt like every time I hit a decent shot I left myself on
the wrong side of the hole,” he said. “And the putts that
I had were very defensive, downhill, big breakers, try-
ing to play enough break, trying to die them in.

“Especially on this golf course, they’re very tricky,
very difficult to make,” McIlroy said. “So I just kept
telling myself to stay patient.” 

WOODS ‘JUST OFF’ 
Putting was Woods’ undoing in a round that includ-

ed a four-putt from 18 feet at the 13th and a three-putt
bogey to close his round at the ninth. Woods also had a
four-putt at Torrey Pines last month, making it his first
season since 1998 with multiple four-putts.

“I didn’t putt well today at all,” said Woods, whose
well-documented struggles on Riviera’s greens are a
key reason he has never won here in 13 prior starts.  “I
didn’t have a feel for it, I didn’t see my lines. I couldn’t

feel my pace and I was just off.”
Plenty of players are within striking distance of the

leaders. Dustin Johnson, whose 2017 Riviera victory
propelled him to number one in the world, had six
birdies and an eagle in a four-under 67 and was tied on

205 with Joel Dahmen.
It was a further stroke back to Max Homa, Talor

Gooch and Kang Sung, with Jon Rahm and Hideki
Matsuyama among a group of six players just four back
on 207. — AFP

PACIFIC PALISADES: Rory McIlroy of Northern Ireland plays a shot on the 13th hole during the third round of the
Genesis Invitational at Riviera Country Club in Pacific Palisades, California. — AFP

ADELAIDE: Seven-time major winner
Park In-bee stretched her lead at the
LPGA Australian Open Saturday to three
shots over exciting South Korean
teenager Ayean Cho as the veteran tar-
gets yet another victory.

Competing in Australia for the first
time since 2012, the 31-year-old is gun-
ning for a 20th career win and her first on
the LPGA Tour in almost two years. She
jointly held the overnight lead with Jodi
Ewart Shadoff, but the Englishwoman
had a horror day at the Royal Adelaide
Golf Club, slumping to a four-over-par
77 to be nine off the pace. In contrast, the
stoic Park kept her momentum going with
a 68, making four birdies on the front
nine and three on the back to take con-
trol, including a 20-footer at the last. It
left her three clear of emerging star Cho,
who is 12 years younger than her illustri-
ous countrywoman.

American Marina Alex is a shot fur-
ther back, with French pair Perrine
Delacour and Celine Boutier one behind
her. “I don’t think my emotions show very
much but I get nervous as well. And
tomorrow I will play under a lot of pres-
sure, just like other final days in con-
tention,” said Park.

“It’s going to be a fun day. I love the
golf course, the way it is playing. It
think it’s a good competition we are
going to have tomorrow.” Cho, the
KLPGA Tour’s Rookie of the Year in
2019, is enjoying some sparkling form
on her Australia swing. 

She led going into the last day of
the LPGA Vic Open last  weekend
before the pressure told and she
struggled to a final round 81. Park said

she had been impressed with the
progress Cho has made.

“She’s a very consistent player, she
played well last week, except for the final
day. I’m really looking forward to playing
with her,” she said. While Park has
dropped to 17th in the world, she has
proved during her storied career to be
incredibly consistent, having clocked
exactly 100 top-10 finishes to date, earn-
ing in excess of US$15 million. A key
motivation for returning to Australia to
play early-season events is to make the
South Korean Olympic team so she can
defend her gold medal in Tokyo later this
year. Only the top 15 are automatically
eligible for the Games, with a limit of four
from each country. As of this week, she is
sixth in the Korean pecking order. —AFP

Park In-bee zeroes in on 20th
career win in Australia

ADELAIDE: Park In-bee of South Korea
poses with the trophy after winning on
the final day of the LPGA Australian Open
golf tournament at the Royal Adelaide
Golf Club in Adelaide yesterday. — AFP

By Abdellatif Sharaa

KUWAIT: World Champion Yousef Al-
Abdulrazzaq took the first place in the sitting
professional’s category of Aquabikes, followed
by UAE’s Marcus Jorgensen and France’s
Jeremy Perez was third, at the conclusion of the
first round of the Aquabike World
Championship of 2020 season.

The championship concluded on Saturday at
the Marina beach, organized by Kuwait Sea
Sports Club under the patronage of HH the
Amir Sheikh Sabah Al-Ahmad Al-Jaber Al-
Sabah. Al-Abdullrazzaq also won first place in
the men’s sitting slaloms followed by UAE’s
Marcus Jorgensen and Ali Al-Linqawi in third
place. The closing ceremony was attended by
Deputy Director General of Public Authority for
Sport Dr Saqer Al-Mulla, President of
International Federation Raffaele Chiulli, Kuwait
Olympic in the first world championship it
organizes, which makes it the focus of world
champion. He said “I was pleased with the suc-
cess of this championship, which prompts us to
welcome Kuwait’s wish to organize any
Aquabike World Championship in the future.”

Chiulli said competition was fierce of high
standards with the participation of the best rid-
ers in the world, which added to the excitement
from beginning to end in the four categories.

Meanwhile, Chairman of the Board of Kuwait

Sea Sport Club Mohammad Al-Zanki lauded
the efforts of all those who contributed to the
success of the world championship. He said the
closing day was the crowning of the committees
efforts, and the win of Kuwait’s champion
Yousef Al-Abdulrazzaq made us  much happier.

Deserved win
Champion Yousef Al-Abdulrazzaq said he is

so happy for winning the world championship
in committee of secretary general Hussein Al-
Musallam, Kuwait Sea Sports Club Chairman
Mohammad Al-Zanki and several sponsors of
the championship.

Amir’s support 
Dr Saqer Al-Mulla said he was honored to

attend the closing of the first round of the
World Aquabike Championship, held for the
first time in Kuwait, under the patronage of HH
the Amir who believes in youth and supported
them always, giving our athletes strength and
determination to compete and win titles in the
name of Kuwait. Al-Mulla thanked chairman
and members of Kuwait Sea Sports Club and all
committees who were up to the ambitions and
fulfilled the vision we sought four months ago
about this championship.

International praise
President of the Aquabike International

Federation Italy’s Rafaele Chiulli said Kuwait
gained full marks in organization and admin-
istration for the first time. He said this is a
historic achievement and hope to organize
more world championships in future.

Ideal championship
Public Relations Director of Kuwait Sea

Sports Club Salman Al-Khulaifan said com-
petitions of the second and final day saw
strong competi t ion between r iders  who
wanted to win, and deserved it due to the
levels they displayed all along the champi-
onship . He sa id  Kuwait  proved that  i t
deserves  to  host  var ious  compet i t ions ,
adding that Kuwait has many champions in
aquabike races.

Norway’s Stian Schjetlein won first place
in the standing senior professional’s category
for men, followed by Spain’s Nacho Armillas
and UAE’s Kevin Reiterer third.

In the women’s category French Jessica
Chavanne won first place, Sweden’s Emma-
Nellie Ortendah second, while Polish rider
Liza Kazeen won third place. In the free style
category UAE’s Rashed Al-Mulla won first
place, followed by Spain’s Mariani and Italy’s
Nounes ended in third. Norway’s Anderson
won first place in the standing slaloms, while
his compatriot Sajtlen won second place and
Italian Seezabo won third.

Al-Abdulrazzaq crowned Aquabike world champion

KUWAIT: Patronized by His Highness the Amir
Sheikh Sabah Al-Ahmad Al-Jaber Al-Sabah,
the annual Arabian Horse Championship came
to a close in Kuwait late Saturday.
Representing His Highness the Amir, Minister
of Amiri Diwan Affairs Sheikh Ali Al-Jarrah Al-
Sabah attended the concluding ceremony. The
filly (Wadha Al-Aghar), owned by Mohammad

Al-Khurabit, came first in the best less-than-a-
year filly tournament. Owned by Ali Al-Wawan,
the foal (Alameed Al-Wawan), won the first
place in the best less-than-a-year foal event.
Addressing the championship, His Highness the
Amir’s representative said: “I was honored to
represent His Highness the Amir at this champi-
onship,” speaking highly of great involvement

in the well-organized event. Assistant
Undersecretary of the Amiri Diwan and
Director-General of the Arabian Horse Center
(Bait Al-Arab) Sheikha Sara Al-Fahad Al-Sabah
highly commended His Highness the Amir’s
patronage of this major traditional festival,
which reflects Sheikh Sabah’s interest in the
heritage of forefathers. — KUNA

Arabian horse event winds up in Kuwait

KUWAIT: His Highness the Amir Sheikh
Sabah Al-Ahmad Al-Jaber Al-Sabah
patronized 2020 Amir’s Cup Show Jumping
final Championship at Hunting and
Equestrian Club. Amiri Diwan Affairs
Deputy Minister Sheikh Mohammad
Abdullah Al-Mubarak Al-Sabah attended

the competition on Saturday on behalf of
His Highness the Amir. Amir’s representative
was received by Chairperson of the club
Sheikha Hessa Fahad Al-Duaij Al-Sabah and
board members. He also handed over Amir’s
cup to the winner Ali Jassem Al-Kharafi at
the end of the competition. — KUNA

Amir patronizes 2020 Amir’s
Cup showjumping final


