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Richard Quinn, the rising star of British
design, on Saturday dazzled London
fashion week, playing the glamour card

with a sumptuous, flower-filled show. A gradu-
ate four years ago from London’s prestigious
Central Saint Martins, Quinn was quickly rec-
ognized for his daring and originality and big
names such as Amal Clooney have worn his
work. There were rich colors, dresses with
trains, flowers, crystals and feathers galore at
the show held at an art deco venue near
Westminster in central London. 

Earlier in the day, different aspects of femi-
ninity lit up London Fashion Week,  from the
chic of Petar Petrov to the playful colors of
Molly Goddard and the unabashed glamour of
Halpern. Meanwhile outside the shows
Extinction Rebellion protesters paraded in
barbed-wire dresses. Dozens of demonstra-
tors blocked the road near the main building

hosting the catwalk shows, which began on
Friday and continue until Tuesday.  “We start-
ed by blocking the road, four people were
wearing barbed wire dresses and attached
themselves to the ground,” XR spokeswoman
Sara Arnold, 33, told AFP. “The system is based
on obsolescence, exploitation and overpro-
duction. This affects the planet, the people, the
animals. It needs systemic change.”

It is not the first time “XR” activists have
targeted fashion week, having covered them-
selves in fake blood and tied themselves to the
entrance at last September’s event. The move-
ment sent a letter on Monday to the industry
lobby group British Fashion Council asking
them to cancel London’s fashion week in
September.  Conscious of the accusations, the
industry is this week showcasing its efforts in
an exhibition dedicated to “positive fashion”.

Flares and thin belts 
Many designers concerned about the

impact of fashion on the environment are
choosing to use renewable or recycled materi-
als and support local craftsmanship.  But envi-
ronmental activists believe this is not enough
and that urgent action is needed. The protest

took place on the second day of Fashion
Week, which saw the first London show of
Petar Petrov, who presented his women’s
autumn/winter 2020/21 collection.

The designer, whose brand has just cele-
brated its tenth anniversary, unveiled the ele-
gant and sober collection in the surroundings
of the Royal Institute of British Architects
(RIBA) listed headquarters located near
Regent’s Park.  The collection was marked by
extra-long flared sleeves and wide trouser
suits held in place by thin belts. Versatility was
key, with coats worn as dresses and scarf
necks and draped jackets that can be tied in
different ways.  

‘Grew up without elegance’ 
“I grew up without elegance, I grew up in a

socialistic town and everyone had the same,”
said the designer, who grew up in Bulgaria and
the Ukraine with his tailor mother.  He inherit-
ed her love of fabrics, a legacy that has
become central to the company’s ethos.  By
contrast, Molly Goddard brought bright colors
and fun to the catwalk, with candy-pink tulle
dresses and frills on display.

The 31-year-old Briton said she was

inspired by her childhood and visiting
London’s vintage markets.  “It was sort of the
starting point for my collection, my childhood

near Portobello market, it was such a fun area,”
she said after the show, explaining that as a
child she dressed up especially to go to the
bric-a-brac stalls.  Their spirit is reflected in
her mix of styles, with dresses and petticoats
worn with mohair sweaters in an explosive
palette of canary yellow, royal blue, pink, red
and fuchsia, the designer’s favorite color.

The glamour king 
Fuchsia and electric blue fabrics showered

in sequins were the shimmering themes for
Michael Halpern, a London-based New Yorker
who has been called the “king of new glam-
our”. The London offering of Halpern, who
worked at Oscar de la Renta and Versace
before launching his eponymous collection,

featured short, busty dresses adorned with
giant bows, or flared trousers with multicol-
ored sequins, resulting in an overall theme of
unfettered female glamour.

Less spectacular, but perhaps more wear-
able, was the collection of South Korean
designer Rejina Pyo. Working with wide
shoulder designs and asymmetrical lines, Pyo
went for autumnal colors black, beige and
brown, and used just enough blue and green to
lift the collection’s overall mood. — AFP

London Fashion Week opened on Friday with
more than 60 shows scheduled over five days,
including from Burberry and Tommy Hilfiger, but

with participation dented by the novel coronavirus
epidemic. The British Fashion Council (BFC), which
organizes the event, said it expected attendance from
Chinese media and buyers “to be significantly
reduced” due to the travel restrictions imposed as a
result of the outbreak.  To reach those unable to visit
from China, the world’s biggest consumer of luxury
goods, the council announced a partnership with

media group Business of Fashion China to relay images
and details of catwalk shows.

It would help “ensure that our two audiences
remain incredibly connected”, said BFC chief executive
Caroline Rush. The COVID-19 epidemic-as the World
Health Organization has formally named it-has so far
claimed around 1,600 lives and infected more than
60,000 people. The vast majority have been in China,
the source of the outbreak, but it has also spread
around the world, including to Britain where nine cases
have been identified.

Fashion week organizers said they would carry out
“deep cleans” every evening at the event’s central
London hub, while anti-bacterial hand sanitizers will
be made available throughout the venue. But concerns
about the outbreak go well beyond the immediate
threat to those attending.  British fashion house
Burberry warned last week of a “material negative
effect on luxury demand”, as Chinese consumers
stayed at home. “There are definitely concerns in the
fashion industry,” BFC chairwoman Stephanie Phair
told AFP, while adding that it “has always faced chal-
lenges and is a resilient industry.” British fashion is

already facing the challenge of Brexit. The country is
preparing to leave the European Union’s single market
at the end of this year-and with it, risks new controls
on EU trade. “London is open for business,” Phair
insisted.

Sustainability focus 
The showcase opened on Friday with the debut

show by Yuhan Wang, a London-based designer origi-
nally from Weihai in north-east China. She showed
long and light floral dresses, dominated by lace with a
bohemian, melancholic feel. Also showing in London
this week are queens of punk rock culture Vivienne
Westwood and Pam Hogg, along with big British names
such as Chalayan, JW Anderson and Victoria Beckham.
Meanwhile Vienna-based designer Petar Petrov will be
among the newcomers showcasing at Fashion East,
London’s pioneering non-profit initiative championing
emerging talent.

After largely deserting New York Fashion Week in
recent years, Tommy Hilfiger returns to London to
unveil his fourth “TommyxLewis” collection, which has
a strong focus on sustainability. With climate change

concerns paramount, an increasing number of design-
ers are choosing to use renewable materials and sup-
port local crafts. That trend is set to feature in the col-
lections of Mulberry, Phoebe English, and Johnstons of
Elgin-all with a strong production presence in
England. Under pressure from environmental activists,
London organizers are trying to improve the image of
the event and promote good practices.

They include a “switch to blue” campaign to bring
the industry together “to lead in ambitious environ-
mental action”, as well as a collaboration with designer
Richard Malone for a reusable canvas bag. On
Tuesday, young designer Rosh Mahtani, founder of the
jewelry brand Alighieri, will receive the Queen
Elizabeth II Award for British Design, for her “ethical
approach and commitment to local manufacturing”.
However, activist group Extinction Rebellion has called
for next season’s event in September to be scrapped,
denouncing the fashion industry’s “exploitation of
planet, people and animals”. It has previously protest-
ed at London Fashion Week and plans further “creative
disruptions” on Saturday. — AFP

British fashion designer Richard Quinn (center) poses with his models after presenting his catwalk show for the Autumn/Winter 2020 collection
on the second day of London Fashion Week in London.

Models present creations by fashion house Richard Quinn during the catwalk show for their
Autumn/Winter 2020 collection on the second day of London Fashion Week in London. — AFP

Models present creations by designer Molly
Goddard during the catwalk show for the
Autumn/Winter 2020 collection on the second
day of London Fashion Week in London.—AFP

Models present creations by fashion house Rejina Pyo. — AFP


