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Sheikh Abdullah Al Salem Cultural Centre hosted 
the Kuwait Arts Forum the International 
Conference on Innovation in Contemporary 

Islamic Arts and Design from February 13 - 15, 2020. 
This three-day event included various cultural and 
artistic activities including workshops, presentations, 
art exhibition and others. 

The vision of the Sheikh Abdullah Al Salem Cultural 
Centre is to encourage collaboration with various 
regional and international initiatives to bring Kuwaiti 
culture and heritage to a broader Middle Eastern audi-
ence. The Centre will also offer support to local cre-
ative talents through educational initiatives which 
include the implementation of programs and events 
and the production of publications.  

The aim is to facilitate the Kuwaiti creative commu-
nity’s access to both local and international audiences, 
at the same time, provide the Kuwaiti public with a 
variety of world-class exhibitions to further cultivate 
an appreciation of the arts and sciences. The Sheikh 
Abdullah Al Salem Cultural Centre aims to promote the 
exchange of knowledge and the development of skills 
such as critical, creative, and interpretive thinking.  

Artists from Kuwait and other countries participat-
ed in this event. The contributors were;  Eric Broug,  

Jassim Al-Nasrallah, Mahmoud Tammam, Teakster, 
Mohammad Sharaf, Claudio Cravero,  Ahmed Keshta, 
Yaman Al Baker,  Roch Michel, Alia Farid,  Asrae 
Yazdani,  Ahmed Al Holi,  Meshari Al Najjar,  Abdullah 
Al Otaibi, Husain Al Banay 

During the opening ceremony, artist Eric Broug 
addressed a presentation on Islamic art. “Islamic art is 
a source of visual inspiration for millions. We marvel at 
the beauty of Kashanware ceramics, Fatimid crystal 
objects, Ottoman Iznik plates, Timurid metal work and 
paintings. The list goes on and on. A seemingly endless 
array of masterpieces to admire. So much quality for 
so many centuries, how is this possible? Looking back, 
art historians discern trends and developments, and it 
all ends up in a timeline,” he noted. 

“However, if you were an artisan in Ottoman Turkey 
developing, through much trial and error, the glazes 
and techniques for Iznik plates, you wouldn’t have such 
a historical overview of where your work was going to 
fit into a timeline. You were experimenting and inno-
vating without any guarantee of success,” added 
Broug.  

Innovation is what has sustained excellence in 
Islamic art for centuries.” Craftsmen and artists, all 
possessing distinct skills, would try new things. Now, 
these new things are considered masterpieces because 
we can see the brilliance of the craftsman who made,” 
he explained.  

“This forum wants to shed light on the role of inno-
vation in Islamic arts and design presently, in the twen-
ty-first century. How can we build on the profound 
heritage of Islamic arts and how can we innovate and 
stay connected to this heritage. The Sheikh Abdullah Al 
Salem Cultural Centre has invited a select group of 
artists and designers from around the world to come 
together to Kuwait for the first time. The best ideas are 
always generated when you can discuss and share with 
likeminded people,” he further said.  

With the first edition of KAF - Kuwait Arts Forum, 
we sincerely want to contribute to the revival of inno-
vation in Islamic arts and design. We are confident that 
the three-day forum will inspire a broad range of art 
practitioners, students and professionals to think about 
what the role of Islamic art can be in the 21st century,” 
concluded Eric Broug. 

The three days event included different activities 
such as KEYNOTE and Q&A on THE ROLE OF 
INNOVATION IN ISLAMIC GEOMETRIC DESIGN 
by Eric Broug, TALK and Q&A: ISLAMIC ARTS 
BETWEEN CLASSIC AND MODERNITY  by Jassim 
Al-Nasrallah, WORKSHOP: DRAWING USING RAN-
DOM SHAPES by Mahmoud Tammam, and EXHIBI-
TION GUIDED TOUR: Haa. Can a single letter without 
a text be a means of expression, by Jassim Meraj. 

On the second day there was a TALK and Q&A: 
MAKING MONEY THROUGH ART by Teakster, 

WORKSHOP: MASTERING YOUR HANDWRITING 
- Part 1 Jassim Al-Nasrallah, WORKSHOP: MERGING 
FORMS INTO CALLIGRAPHY Asrae Yazdani, TALK 
and Q&A: ART-WORK, A LOCAL PERSPECTIVE 
Mohammad Sharaf, TALK CARD GAME: LOVE ME 
OR LOVE ME NOT Claudio Cravero, TALK and Q&A: 
A HUMAN PERSPECTIVE ON ART Ahmed Keshta, 
and  WORKSHOP: INTRODUCTION TO ISLAMIC 
GEOMETRIC DESIGN by Eric Broug. 

Day three included TALK and Q&A: ATTRACTION 
HAS NO RULES; CUT OUT THE CONNECTION 
Yaman Al Baker ,  ROUNTABLE: WHAT DOES INNO-
VATION MEAN IN KUWAIT? Part 1 Language: 
English Panelists: Ahmed Al Holi, Asrae Yazdani, 
Meshari Al Najjar Moderator: Claudio Cravero, 
WORKSHOP: SPRAYING A GEOMETRIC WALL; 
THE ART OF GRAFFITI MAKING by Teakster ,  
WORKSHOP: BEYOND WRITTEN ARABIC; AR-
ABSTRACT Yaman Al Baker ,  ROUNDTABLE: WHAT 
DOES INNOVATION MEAN IN KUWAIT? Part 2 
Language: Arabic Panelists: Abdullah Al Otaibi, Husain 
Al Banay Moderator: Nada ElGhossein, TALK and 
Q&A: THE CHALLENGE OF CULTURAL HERITAGE; 
VISUAL STORY TELLING TO BRIDGE OLD AND 
NEW Roch Michel, TALK and Q&A: ACQUIRING 
MODERNITY Alia Farid, WORKSHOP: MASTERING 
YOUR HANDWRITING - Part 2 Jassim Al-Nasrallah,  
and the CLOSURE OF Kuwait Arts Forum 2020.  

Sheikh Abdullah Al Salem Cultural  
Centre hosts Kuwait Arts Forum  

Eric Broug 

Lebanese Embassy in Kuwait 
announced that more than 10,000 
students from 186 schools will take 

part in the painting competition of 
Lebanon history & culture.                      

The contest aims to make students in 
Kuwait gain knowledge of the heritage, 
cultures and civilizations of Lebanon and 
to encourage students to express their 
knowledge of Lebanon by taking them 
on a journey to visit and discover 
Lebanon cultures, landscape, heritage 
and history. Lebanon has been influ-
enced by various cultures which left 
their mark on the region with Lebanon 
folk heritage, including craft-making, 
oral traditions and music which is a part 
of the national wealth. 

Our message to the students is to dis-
cover Lebanon in addition to its heritage 
spaces and to explore the country’s rich 
history. There is something for everyone! 
Discover the community-driven projects 
highlighting regional talent and expert-
ise, as well as the various facets of 
Lebanese diversity. Lebanon is home to 
a mosaic of multicultural communities. 
Participants can draw touristic, civiliza-
tion pieces or icon symbols that reflect 
the competition’s slogan. Lebanon is 
famous for its magnificent and beautiful 
places. It is one of the most beautiful 
countries in the world.  

Students can draw anything related to 
the above theme using any material they 
prefer. Students will create and provide 
the best artwork to enable them to enter 
the competition. Drawing sheets will be 
provided to participants free of charge. 
The juries committee will consist of 
expert artists who will select and choose 
the best artwork according to the age 
category. 10 winners from each category 
and 5 from art category are allowed to 
enter in the competition. Jury will look for 

creativity, amount of effort and technique. 
Award Presentation: Holiday Inn, 

Salmiya will be holding the event of the 
closing ceremony and the event will be 
under the patronage of Lebanon 
Ambassador. In addition, invitation will be 
sent to ambassadors, sponsors, school 
principals, art teachers, winners accom-
panied by their parents, Arabic, English 
Media & TV.

Embassy of Lebanon announces 
students art competition 

TIES Center 
 
 

The TIES Center cordially invites 
you to our Tafseer class (Divine 
Wisdom from the Last 

Testament) today Monday, February 
17, at 7pm. 

In that class, we will focus on the 
last verse of Surat Al-Mujadilah (She 
who Argued). We will discuss the 
meaning of loyalty and answer the fol-
lowing questions: 

1. How does one attain the delight 

of faith? 
2. What are the strongest hand-

holds of faith, and why are they 
important? 

3. Why is friendship important, and 
how should we choose friends? 

4. Why is it that those with strong 
faith are tested more? 

5. Why did Abdullah seek Prophet 
Muhammad’s (PBUH) permission to 
kill his father, and what did the 
Prophet (PBUH) tell him? 

Come and learn more about the 
Book of Allah (SWT) in a serene, 
friendly and encouraging environment.

KFAS and LOYAC 
sign memo of 
cooperation for 
youth development 
 
 

In a step towards achieving cooperation 
with various local NGOs, KFAS Academy 
(of Kuwait Foundation for the 

Advancement of Science) recently signed a 
memo of cooperation with LOYAC in the field 
of youth vocational development with the aim 
of providing electronic training course espe-
cially designed for new graduates and senior 
students to prepare them to start careers in 
the private sector.  

Speaking on the occasion LOYAC’s general 
manager, Al-Razi Al-Bedaiwi hailed the coop-
eration with KFAS academy noting that it 
would be an added value to LOYAC’s training 
programs addressing new graduates seeking 
job opportunities in the private sector.  

“We hope our cooperation would be a suc-
cessful model of integration amongst various 

NGOs targeting developing human resources 
and manpower in order to ultimately help in 
developing Kuwait”, Al-Bedaiwi added.  

On his part, KFAS academy executive man-
ager, Dr Ziyad Najem said that the academy 
always seeks enhancing the e-learning experi-
ence beyond acquiring knowledge through 
providing learners with practical tangible 

experiences. “By adapting this program, our 
partners contribute by playing a vital role to 
make this happen”, Najem underlined.  

Notably, KFAS Academy was established 
by Kuwait Foundation for the Advancement of 
Sciences (KFAS) in 2017 to empower excel-
lence through quality learning in Kuwait and 
regionally.

Congratulations 
 
 

A hearty congratulations on your gradua-
tion and wishing you good luck for the 
new beginning in life. May you reach all 

your goals. Heba Tareq Hauqe. ( AUM ).

New batch of local 
resident artists 

 

Sheikh Abdullah Al Salem Cultural 
Centre’s new batch of local resident 
artists  showcased past masterpieces 

and discussed future works. Continuing to 
foster a local sense of creative community 
and dialogue. Sheikh Abdullah Al Salem 
Cultural Centre’s Artist-in-Residence pro-
gramme now includes  Abdullah Alotaibi, 
Ahmad Alholi, Asrae Yazdani, Husain 
Albanay and Meshari Alnajjar. 

 
Abdullah Alotaibi  

Abdullah is a painter, sculptor and 
etcher. His research investigates abstrac-
tion and representation of human emo-
tions, dreams and ambitions. 

 
Ahmad Alholi  

Ahmad is a digital illustrator with an 

architectural background. His research 
focuses on local botany, environmental 
understanding and anthropological inter-
pretation of nature. 

 
Asrae Yazdani 

Asrae explores the potential of callig-
raphy beyond the written tradition. Her 
mixed-media paintings shed light on the 
Kereshmeh style, where composition and 
form merge. 

 
Husain Albanay  

Husain is a realist painter and sculptor. 
His artwork aims to depict Kuwait’s 
notable figures who contributed to the 
nation’s history and modernization. 

 
Meshari Alnajjar  

Meshari works with digital illustrations 
and mixed-media. His work emphasizes 
life cycles of buildings, whose stories 
encompass urban, social, and cultural 
facets of Kuwait. 


