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Woman arrested over 
sex tape that sank ally 
of France’s president
PARIS: French police have arrested the girlfriend of a
Russian activist who released a sex video of a prominent
ally of French President Emmanuel Macron, prosecutors
said yesterday. Pyotr Pavlensky’s girlfriend was arrested
on Saturday evening on charges of invasion of privacy and
publishing images of a sexual nature without consent, the
Paris prosecutor’s office said.

Her arrest stemmed from the release by Pavlensky, a
protest artist best known before now for nailing his scro-
tum to Red Square in Moscow, of a video of a man mas-
turbating accompanied by screengrabs of racy text mes-
sages sent to a woman. Pavlensky claimed the messages
were sent by former government spokesman Benjamin
Griveaux, who was the candidate of the ruling Republic
on the Move party (LREM) for Paris mayor in next
month’s municipal elections. His girlfriend, who was not
named by investigators, is suspected of having received
the video. Griveaux dropped out of the race on Friday in
the wake of the video’s release, saying he wanted to pro-
tect his family. Pavlensky, who claimed political asylum in
France in 2017, was detained on Saturday. Investigators
said his arrest was over a fight at a Paris apartment on
December 31 in which two guests apparently suffered
stab wounds and he is accused of wielding a knife.
However, they may also question him over the sex tape.

‘Family values’    
On Friday, Pavlensky told AFP on Friday that he had

posted the footage online in order to expose the
“hypocrisy” of 42-year-old Griveaux and planned to post
more material on a newly created “political porn plat-
form”. Griveaux “is someone who constantly brings up
family values, who says he wants to be the mayor of fami-
lies and always cites his wife and children as an example.
But he is doing the opposite,” he told the Liberation daily.
Politicians from across the French spectrum took a differ-
ent view of the matter, however, calling the video an intol-
erable invasion of Griveaux’s privacy.

Macron’s LREM, which is poised for a drubbing in
the municipal elections according to opinion polls, has
been left scrambling to find another candidate to try
topple Paris Mayor Anne Hidalgo, a Socialist. Pavlensky
has a track record of causing outrage. His Red Square
protest made global headlines in 2013 and two years lat-
er doused the doors of the FSB secret police headquar-
ters with petrol and set them on fire. In October 2017, he
set fire to the offices of the Bank of France on Place
Bastille, site of the attack on an infamous prison at the
start of the French revolution in 1789 - later receiving a
jail sentence for the stunt. —AFP

LONDON: Britain will “turn off the tap” of foreign,
low-skilled labor and require all skilled workers wishing
to come to the country to have a job offer and meet
salary and language requirements as it sets post-Brexit
rules from next year. Britain formally left the European
Union at the end of January but a transition period is in
effect until Dec 31, during which time little changes. At
the moment, European Union citizens are able to move
freely between the member states, prompting some
Britons to vote for Brexit in the 2016 referendum in a
bid to bring down the number of people arriving in the
country.

“Our new immigration system will turn off the tap of
cheap, foreign low-skilled labor,” interior minister Priti
Patel wrote in The Sun on Sunday newspaper. “From
next year, all skilled workers will need to earn enough
points to work in the UK. They will need to speak
English, have a firm job offer, and meet the salary
requirements.” Patel said “overall numbers” would fall
under the plan.

Some opposition politicians have argued that
restrictions on immigration could harm public services
such as the National Health Service which in certain
areas relies on EU citizens who work as nurses and
doctors. The government said it would award additional
points to those working in sectors where there is a
skills shortage. London and Brussels will spend this
year negotiating the terms of a post-Brexit deal which
will come into force on Jan 1 with the battlelines already
drawn over how much Britain will diverge from EU
rules and regulations. 

Bloody Brexit talks battle
Meanwhile, France yesterday warned Britain to

expect a bitter, bloody battle in Brexit trade talks with
the EU, saying the two sides would “rip each other
apart”. Negotiations for a deal on future EU-UK rela-
tions are not due to start until next month, but London
and Brussels have already clashed over rules for British
financial firms’ access to the EU after Brexit. 

French Foreign Minister Jean-Yves le Drian said it
would be tough to achieve Britain’s aim of agreeing a
free trade deal by the end of the year, with the two
sides far apart on a range of issues. “I think that on
trade issues and the mechanism for future relations,
which we are going to start on, we are going to rip each
other apart,” Le Drian said at the Munich Security
Conference.

“But that is part of negotiations, everyone will
defend their own interests.” Britain formally left the EU
two weeks ago but still trades like a member under a
transition period ticking down to the end of this year.
The remaining 27 EU states are currently drawing up
their mandate for the talks on the future relationship,
with France in particular pushing for a strong stance,
notably on the vexed question of fishing.

France and several other countries want to be able
to keep fishing in British waters, while London wants
full autonomy and limited access for European fisher-
men. “Let’s hope the talks are done as quickly as possi-
ble, but there are a lot of issues and some difficult
points to deal with,” said Le Drian, who is from the
important French fishing region of Brittany. The bloc’s
chief negotiator Michel Barnier has said the EU’s top
priorities are fishing, security and maintaining fair trad-
ing conditions for European companies.

In a sign of the likely bruising exchanges ahead,
Barnier this week told London not to kid itself about

EU access for its prized financial services sector.
Barnier firmly rejected a British suggestion that City
of London companies could be given broad, perma-
nent access to EU markets without conditions.
Before the January 31 exit from the EU, Britain said it

wanted an ambitious and comprehensive accord with
the European bloc. But since then, Prime Minister
Boris Johnson’s government has dialed back, signal-
ing it is willing to accept trade friction in return for
sovereignty. —Agencies
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MUNICH: France’s President Emmanuel Macron (left) listens to the chairman of the Munich Security
Conference Wolfgang Ischinger during the 56th Munich Security Conference (MSC). Macron said France
was growing ‘impatient’ with the lack of German response to its push to strengthen the European Union
after Brexit.  —AFP

Merkel’s succession 
contender slams her
over slow EU revamp
MUNICH: A leading contender to succeed German
Chancellor Angela Merkel yesterday criticized her for
taking too long to respond to a French push to strength-
en the EU after Brexit. “I would like to apologize for the
German government,” Armin Laschet said, casting him-
self as strongly pro-EU as the race to find a new leader
for Merkel’s centre-right CDU party heats up. 

Macron has long called for an overhaul to the
European Union in response to Britain’s departure from
the bloc, including deeper integration in financial and
defense matters, and has repeatedly urged Berlin to
champion the reforms with him. “I would have liked a
more engaged and faster answer to Macron, and a dia-
logue with him,” Laschet, the premier of Germany’s
North Rhine-Westphalia state, said at the Munich
Security Conference. Speaking at the same gathering a
day earlier, Macron said he was “impatient” at
Germany’s reluctance to take up his offer to jointly
spearhead EU reforms.

Laschet said Merkel’s government, an alliance
between her conservative bloc and the centre-left SPD,
had not lived up to the promise enshrined in their 2018
coalition agreement to create a “fresh start” for Europe.
“We’ve not seen much of that in the past two years,”
Laschet said. Looking ahead to Germany’s six-month
EU presidency starting in July, he said there was an
opportunity for “a new momentum” on European issues. 

Brexit, the migration crisis and other immediate chal-
lenges had made it difficult in recent times to focus on
“big European visions”, Laschet said. “But now I think

we are going to need them again.”  Veteran chancellor
Merkel is slated to retire from politics when her fourth
term ends next year. Her preferred successor, Defense
Minister Annegret Kramp-Karrenbauer, recently
stepped down as CDU leader and announced she was
giving up her leadership ambitions, throwing the race to
the chancellery wide open.

Laschet, seen as a compromise figure between the
CDU’s more conservative and centrist wings, has been

tipped as one of three possible contenders to become
the party’s new leader and chancellor candidate in the
next election. But the 58-year-old refused to confirm in
Munich that he had his eye on the top job. Asked
whether he saw his future in Duesseldorf, the capital
state of North Rhine-Westphalia, or Berlin, he replied:
“Aachen”. The German city was the ancient centre of
the empire of Charlemagne, credited with inspiring the
European project. —AFP

MUNICH: The co-leader of Germany’s Green party Annalena Baerbock (right) and North Rhine-Westphalia’s State
Premier Armin Laschet attend a panel discussion during the 56th Munich Security Conference (MSC) in Munich
yesterday. —AFP

LINDRIDGE: An empty coach sits abandoned in flood water after the River Teme
burst its banks near Lindridge, western England yesterday after Storm Dennis
caused flooding across large swathes of Britain.  —AFP

Smartphone voting 
stirs interest-and 
security fears
WASHINGTON: West Virginia’s disabled residents
and overseas military personnel will be able to vote
by smartphone in the US presidential election this
year, the latest development in a push to make ballot-
ing more accessible despite persistent security fears.
Rising interest in electronic voting has heightened
concerns among security experts who fear these sys-
tems are vulnerable to hacking and manipulation that
could undermine confidence in election results. 

Overseas service members from West Virginia
f i rst  voted by smartphone in  2018 with the
blockchain-powered mobile application Voatz, which
is now being tested in some elections in Colorado,
Utah, Oregon and Washington state. West Virginia

recently expanded the program to people with
physical disabilities.

A report released Thursday by Massachusetts
Institute of Technology researchers uncovered Voatz
“vulnerabilities” which could allow votes to be altered
and potentially allow an attacker to recover a user’s
secret ballot. Voatz called the study “flawed” and said
its app has been updated 27 times from the version
used by researchers. MIT researchers Michael
Specter, James Koppel and Daniel Weitzner on Friday
stood by their findings, saying they used recent ver-
sions of the app. The researchers said that amid the
uncertainty, election officials should “abandon the
app for immediate use.”

Backers of mobile voting argue it is more effi-
cient, and can improve accessibility for deployed
troops, the elderly and other people who can’t get to
polling stations. Former presidential candidate
Andrew Yang endorsed the idea, saying, “Americans
should be able to vote via their mobile device, with
verification done via blockchain.” Critics however
call for caution in light of an array of cybersecurity

worries and a fiasco in Iowa over a mobile app that
was used for vote tabulation, but could have been
adapted for individual ballots.

While internet voting has been implemented in
parts of the world, notably in Estonia, security is still
a key concern, and that goes double for smartphone
voting, say researchers. “Internet voting can’t be
secured by any known technology,” said Andrew
Appel, a Princeton University computer science pro-
fessor and member of a National Academy of
Sciences panel which produced a 2018 report,
“Securing the Vote,” that recommends against inter-
net voting.

A key hurdle for online voting, including with
smartphones, is ensuring ballots are secret while at
the same time verifying the voter’s identity and secur-
ing the ballot against tampering. Appel noted that
while many people are used to handling sensitive
transactions like banking on a smartphone, the secu-
rity risks of voting are unique. The 2018 report, Appel
noted, recommends the use of “human-readable”
paper ballots which can be audited. —AFP

MILAN: A person shows an App that will allow to vote for a refer-
endum in Italy’s northern region of Lombardy. West Virginia’s
disabled residents and overseas military personnel will be able
to vote by smartphone in the US presidential election this year,
the latest development in a push to make balloting more acces-
sible despite persistent security fears. —AFP

Man dies as Storm 
Dennis hits UK
LONDON: A man died after falling into a river
yesterday as Storm Dennis swept across
Britain with the army drafted in to help deal
with heavy flooding and high winds. The man
fell into the River Tawe, in south Wales, police
said. “A male has fallen into the river at
#Ystradgynlais at approximately 10am this
morning and has sadly be found deceased fur-
ther along the river in the Tebanos area,”
Dyfed Powys Police said in a tweet.

The government weather agency earlier
issued a rare red warning for the area, saying
there was a risk of “significant impacts from
flooding” that included a “danger to life from
fast flowing water, extensive flooding to prop-
erty and road closures”.  A record 594 flood
warnings and alerts were in place yesterday,

extending from Scotland’s River Tweed to
Cornwall in southwest England. Winds of over
150 km per hour were recorded in Aberdaron,
south Wales.

Pictures circulated on social media
showed the nearby River Taff bursting its
banks, while rescue workers rushed to get
people trapped in their homes in Powys to
safety. “The forecast is for very significant
levels of rain, especially in the eastern valleys
of South Wales,” said Jeremy Parr, from gov-
ernment body Natural Resources Wales.
“Impacts could be severe overnight, and
everyone should take the warnings extremely
seriously,” he added.

Police declared major incidents in parts of
Wales and England, with landslides also
reported. “Some communities have been cut-
off..., but emergency service workers are
working tirelessly to put measures in place to
ensure the safety of residents,” South Wales
Police said in a statement. —AFP


