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Kuwait, Saudi Arabia start trial  
oil pumping from divided zone 

Kuwait aims to boost oil production capacity to 4 million bpd by 2040
KUWAIT: Minister of Oil Khaled Al-Fadhel said oil 
extraction in a trial phase was to begin at Wafra and 
Khafji oilfields yesterday, and the volume of the pumped 
crude will be gradually increased “to normal levels”. 
Fadhel, in remarks to journalists on the sidelines of inau-
gurating a program for transitioning to electronic services 
at the ministry of oil, said oil production will be restored 
to regular levels by end of this year.  

The volume of joint output in the divided zone will 
reach, ahead of yearend, nearly 550,000 barrels per day, 
Fadhel said, noting that production at Wafra has reached 
140,000 per day, while output at Khafji reached 250,000 
bpd - constituting Kuwait’s share. He indicated at an arti-
cle in the agreement and the memo of understanding 
between Kuwait and Saudi Arabia on starting studies on 
work at the Durra field, adding that this issue will warrant 
studies and debates at the official level in Kuwait. 

Responding to a question on oil strategy, Fadhel said 
the strategy was approved by the Supreme Petroleum 
Council, noting that it aims at boosting output to four mil-
lion barrels per day by 2040. On the process of integra-
tion and restructuring in the oil sector, the minister said it 
was proceeding according to a plan that will be 
announced at the appropriate time, adding that it will be 
phased and ultimately aims at establishing a single com-
pany and three sectors.  

Fadhel affirmed Kuwait’s adherence to its output quota 
as set by the Organization of Petroleum Exporting 
Countries (OPEC), noting that the reduced oil output will 
not affect the state budget, “as the cut in Kuwaiti oil pro-
duction will be made up by price hikes”. Answering a 
question on impact of the coronavirus outbreak on oil 
prices, the minister indicated at various statements that 
have been made by ministers of OPEC member states, 
indicating at an intention to trim global output for sake of 
restoring balance to the global markets.— KUNA  

KUWAIT: An Amiri decree was issued yesterday evening to carry out a limited 
Cabinet reshuffle, said Tareq Al-Mezrim, head of the Center for Government 
Communication. Under the decree, Barrak Ali Barrak Al-Shitan was appointed 
as Minister of Finance and Mohammad Hajji Bushehri as Minister of Electricity 

and Water. Khaled Mohammad Ali Al-Fadhel was named as Minister of Oil and 
Maryam Aqeel Hashem Al-Aqeel as Minister of Social Affairs and Minister of 
State for Economic Affairs, said Mezrim, who is also the government’s 
spokesman. — KUNA 

Amir issues decree to reshuffle Cabinet

KUWAIT: HH the Amir Sheikh Sabah Al-Ahmad Al-Jaber Al-Sabah and HH the Crown Prince Sheikh Nawaf Al-Ahmad Al-Jaber Al-Sabah pose for a group photo with HH the 
Prime Minister Sheikh Sabah Al-Khaled Al-Hamad Al-Sabah and the newly-appointed ministers yesterday. — KUNA 

By Nawara Fattahova 
 
KUWAIT: No regulation or ministry decree has 
been issued banning expats aged over 60 from 
renewing their article 18 residency visas, head of 
public relations and the official spokesperson of the 
Public Authority for Manpower (PAM) Aseel Al-
Mezyad told Kuwait Times yesterday.  

Some local dailies published reports yesterday 
that the expats aged 60 and older will not be able to 
renew their work visas in the public sector. The arti-
cles mentioned that PAM has started preparations 
to apply this ban on renewals or transfers, and that a 
ministry decree will be issued soon on this matter. 
The articles also mentioned this ban will only be 
applied to marginal laborers and won’t include pro-
fessionals like doctors, consultants, media persons, 
engineers and managers in various fields. 

“No official decision has been issued by PAM in 
this regard. All visa transfers and renewals are being 
processed as usual. We can’t predict what will hap-
pen in the future, but there are no changes in the 
offing,” Mezyad pointed out.

No ban on over-60  
expat residency 
renewals, transfers 

MUNICH: Kuwaiti Minister of Foreign Affairs Sheikh Ahmad Nasser Al-Mohammad 
Al-Sabah meets his Iranian counterpart Mohammad Javad Zarif on the sidelines 
of the 56th Munich Security Conference yesterday. — KUNA 

RIYADH: Najla, a 26-year-old Saudi woman, smokes publicly at a coffee shop in 
downtown Riyadh on Feb 5, 2020. — AFP 

MUNICH: The risk of a military confronta-
tion is higher in the Strait of Hormuz than 
anywhere else in the Gulf region, Oman’s 
foreign minister said, due in part to the 
growing number of military vessels from 
different countries that are guarding it. The 
waterway between Iran and Oman - 33 km 
wide at its narrowest point - is the conduit 
for some 30 percent of all crude and other 
oil liquids traded by sea. 

Friction between Iran and the West had 
led several nations to send task forces to 
guard shipping there, and Washington has 
blamed Tehran for attacks on international 
merchant vessels in or near the area, some-
thing Tehran denies. “There are a lot of mil-
itary ships in the Hormuz (area) and our 
concern is there could be a mistake,” 

Minister of State for Foreign Affairs Yousuf 
bin Alawi bin Abdullah said late on 
Saturday at the Munich Security 
Conference. That would make that area the 
riskiest flashpoint in the Gulf over the com-
ing months, he added. 

Iran cannot legally close the waterway 
unilaterally because part of it is in Omani 
territorial waters. However, ships that sail it 
pass through Iranian waters, which are 
under the responsibility of Iran’s Islamic 
Revolutionary Guards Navy. Tehran has 
also threatened reprisals for the Jan 3 killing 
of its top military commander, Qassem 
Soleimani, in a US drone strike, though 
regional analysts have said that is unlikely to 
involve an intervention in the Strait. 
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Oman sees biggest Gulf clash 
risk in Strait of Hormuz

RIYADH: Rima settles in a chair at an 
upscale Riyadh cafe, looks around care-
fully and, seeing no one she recognizes, 
drags on her electronic cigarette before 
exhaling a cloud of smoke. “I feel that 
smoking in public is a part of exercising 
my newly won freedoms. I am happy that 
now I can choose,” the 27-year-old Saudi 
who works for a private company in the 
capital told AFP. Like Western feminists of 
the early 20th century, in an era of social 
change in Saudi Arabia some women are 
embracing cigarettes, shisha pipes or 
vaping as a symbol of emancipation. 

The sight of women smoking in public 
has become much more common in 

recent months, an unthinkable prospect 
before the introduction of sweeping 
reforms in the ultraconservative king-
dom. The kingdom’s ambitious Crown 
Prince Mohammed bin Salman has rolled 
out an array of economic and social 
innovations to project a moderate, busi-
ness-friendly image. Women are now 
allowed to drive, attend public sporting 
events and concerts, or obtain passports 
without the approval of a male guardian. 

Rima, who started smoking two years 
ago, dismisses concerns about the harm-
ful effects of tobacco, but is worried her 
family will find out. She says she is pre-
pared for a showdown. “I won’t tell them 
that this is about my personal liberty, 
because they won’t understand that 
women are free to smoke like men,” said 
Rima, dressed in a traditional black 
abaya with gold embroidery matching 
the hijab that covered her hair. Najla, 26, 
who like Rima asked to use a 
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New era sees  
Saudi women  
light up in public

BEIRUT: Crisis-hit Lebanon’s national carrier will only 
accept payments in US dollars from today, according to 
state media. Lebanon is in the throes of an economic 
meltdown and a biting liquidity crunch that has seen the 
local currency depreciate on the parallel market and 
banks impose stringent controls on withdrawals 
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