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Kuwait, Saudi Arabia start trial  
oil pumping from divided zone 

Kuwait aims to boost oil production capacity to 4 million bpd by 2040
KUWAIT: Minister of Oil Khaled Al-Fadhel said oil 
extraction in a trial phase was to begin at Wafra and 
Khafji oilfields yesterday, and the volume of the pumped 
crude will be gradually increased “to normal levels”. 
Fadhel, in remarks to journalists on the sidelines of inau-
gurating a program for transitioning to electronic services 
at the ministry of oil, said oil production will be restored 
to regular levels by end of this year.  

The volume of joint output in the divided zone will 
reach, ahead of yearend, nearly 550,000 barrels per day, 
Fadhel said, noting that production at Wafra has reached 
140,000 per day, while output at Khafji reached 250,000 
bpd - constituting Kuwait’s share. He indicated at an arti-
cle in the agreement and the memo of understanding 
between Kuwait and Saudi Arabia on starting studies on 
work at the Durra field, adding that this issue will warrant 
studies and debates at the official level in Kuwait. 

Responding to a question on oil strategy, Fadhel said 
the strategy was approved by the Supreme Petroleum 
Council, noting that it aims at boosting output to four mil-
lion barrels per day by 2040. On the process of integra-
tion and restructuring in the oil sector, the minister said it 
was proceeding according to a plan that will be 
announced at the appropriate time, adding that it will be 
phased and ultimately aims at establishing a single com-
pany and three sectors.  

Fadhel affirmed Kuwait’s adherence to its output quota 
as set by the Organization of Petroleum Exporting 
Countries (OPEC), noting that the reduced oil output will 
not affect the state budget, “as the cut in Kuwaiti oil pro-
duction will be made up by price hikes”. Answering a 
question on impact of the coronavirus outbreak on oil 
prices, the minister indicated at various statements that 
have been made by ministers of OPEC member states, 
indicating at an intention to trim global output for sake of 
restoring balance to the global markets.— KUNA  

KUWAIT: An Amiri decree was issued yesterday evening to carry out a limited 
Cabinet reshuffle, said Tareq Al-Mezrim, head of the Center for Government 
Communication. Under the decree, Barrak Ali Barrak Al-Shitan was appointed 
as Minister of Finance and Mohammad Hajji Bushehri as Minister of Electricity 

and Water. Khaled Mohammad Ali Al-Fadhel was named as Minister of Oil and 
Maryam Aqeel Hashem Al-Aqeel as Minister of Social Affairs and Minister of 
State for Economic Affairs, said Mezrim, who is also the government’s 
spokesman. — KUNA 

Amir issues decree to reshuffle Cabinet

KUWAIT: HH the Amir Sheikh Sabah Al-Ahmad Al-Jaber Al-Sabah and HH the Crown Prince Sheikh Nawaf Al-Ahmad Al-Jaber Al-Sabah pose for a group photo with HH the 
Prime Minister Sheikh Sabah Al-Khaled Al-Hamad Al-Sabah and the newly-appointed ministers yesterday. — KUNA 

By Nawara Fattahova 
 
KUWAIT: No regulation or ministry decree has 
been issued banning expats aged over 60 from 
renewing their article 18 residency visas, head of 
public relations and the official spokesperson of the 
Public Authority for Manpower (PAM) Aseel Al-
Mezyad told Kuwait Times yesterday.  

Some local dailies published reports yesterday 
that the expats aged 60 and older will not be able to 
renew their work visas in the public sector. The arti-
cles mentioned that PAM has started preparations 
to apply this ban on renewals or transfers, and that a 
ministry decree will be issued soon on this matter. 
The articles also mentioned this ban will only be 
applied to marginal laborers and won’t include pro-
fessionals like doctors, consultants, media persons, 
engineers and managers in various fields. 

“No official decision has been issued by PAM in 
this regard. All visa transfers and renewals are being 
processed as usual. We can’t predict what will hap-
pen in the future, but there are no changes in the 
offing,” Mezyad pointed out.

No ban on over-60  
expat residency 
renewals, transfers 

MUNICH: Kuwaiti Minister of Foreign Affairs Sheikh Ahmad Nasser Al-Mohammad 
Al-Sabah meets his Iranian counterpart Mohammad Javad Zarif on the sidelines 
of the 56th Munich Security Conference yesterday. — KUNA 

RIYADH: Najla, a 26-year-old Saudi woman, smokes publicly at a coffee shop in 
downtown Riyadh on Feb 5, 2020. — AFP 

MUNICH: The risk of a military confronta-
tion is higher in the Strait of Hormuz than 
anywhere else in the Gulf region, Oman’s 
foreign minister said, due in part to the 
growing number of military vessels from 
different countries that are guarding it. The 
waterway between Iran and Oman - 33 km 
wide at its narrowest point - is the conduit 
for some 30 percent of all crude and other 
oil liquids traded by sea. 

Friction between Iran and the West had 
led several nations to send task forces to 
guard shipping there, and Washington has 
blamed Tehran for attacks on international 
merchant vessels in or near the area, some-
thing Tehran denies. “There are a lot of mil-
itary ships in the Hormuz (area) and our 
concern is there could be a mistake,” 

Minister of State for Foreign Affairs Yousuf 
bin Alawi bin Abdullah said late on 
Saturday at the Munich Security 
Conference. That would make that area the 
riskiest flashpoint in the Gulf over the com-
ing months, he added. 

Iran cannot legally close the waterway 
unilaterally because part of it is in Omani 
territorial waters. However, ships that sail it 
pass through Iranian waters, which are 
under the responsibility of Iran’s Islamic 
Revolutionary Guards Navy. Tehran has 
also threatened reprisals for the Jan 3 killing 
of its top military commander, Qassem 
Soleimani, in a US drone strike, though 
regional analysts have said that is unlikely to 
involve an intervention in the Strait. 

Continued on Page 24 

Oman sees biggest Gulf clash 
risk in Strait of Hormuz

RIYADH: Rima settles in a chair at an 
upscale Riyadh cafe, looks around care-
fully and, seeing no one she recognizes, 
drags on her electronic cigarette before 
exhaling a cloud of smoke. “I feel that 
smoking in public is a part of exercising 
my newly won freedoms. I am happy that 
now I can choose,” the 27-year-old Saudi 
who works for a private company in the 
capital told AFP. Like Western feminists of 
the early 20th century, in an era of social 
change in Saudi Arabia some women are 
embracing cigarettes, shisha pipes or 
vaping as a symbol of emancipation. 

The sight of women smoking in public 
has become much more common in 

recent months, an unthinkable prospect 
before the introduction of sweeping 
reforms in the ultraconservative king-
dom. The kingdom’s ambitious Crown 
Prince Mohammed bin Salman has rolled 
out an array of economic and social 
innovations to project a moderate, busi-
ness-friendly image. Women are now 
allowed to drive, attend public sporting 
events and concerts, or obtain passports 
without the approval of a male guardian. 

Rima, who started smoking two years 
ago, dismisses concerns about the harm-
ful effects of tobacco, but is worried her 
family will find out. She says she is pre-
pared for a showdown. “I won’t tell them 
that this is about my personal liberty, 
because they won’t understand that 
women are free to smoke like men,” said 
Rima, dressed in a traditional black 
abaya with gold embroidery matching 
the hijab that covered her hair. Najla, 26, 
who like Rima asked to use a 

Continued on Page 24 

New era sees  
Saudi women  
light up in public

BEIRUT: Crisis-hit Lebanon’s national carrier will only 
accept payments in US dollars from today, according to 
state media. Lebanon is in the throes of an economic 
meltdown and a biting liquidity crunch that has seen the 
local currency depreciate on the parallel market and 
banks impose stringent controls on withdrawals 

Continued on Page 24 
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KUWAIT: His Highness the Amir Sheikh Sabah Al-Ahmad Al-Jaber Al-Sabah meets with His Highness the
Crown Prince Sheikh Nawaf Al-Ahmad Al-Jaber Al-Sabah. —Amiri Diwan and KUNA photos

His Highness the Amir Sheikh Sabah Al-Ahmad Al-Jaber Al-Sabah meets with National Assembly
Speaker Marzouq Ali Al-Ghanem.

His Highness the Amir Sheikh Sabah Al-Ahmad Al-Jaber Al-Sabah meets with His Highness Sheikh Jaber
Al-Mubarak Al-Sabah.

His Highness the Amir Sheikh Sabah Al-Ahmad Al-Jaber Al-Sabah
meets with His Highness the Prime Minister Sheikh Sabah Al-Khaled
Al-Hamad Al-Sabah.

His Highness the Amir Sheikh Sabah Al-Ahmad Al-Jaber Al-Sabah
meets with Chief Justice Yousef Al-Mutawaa.

His Highness the Amir Sheikh Sabah Al-Ahmad Al-Jaber Al-Sabah
meets with GCC Secretary General Dr Nayef Al-Hajraf.

His Highness the Crown Prince Sheikh Nawaf Al-Ahmad Al-Jaber Al-
Sabah meets with National Assembly Speaker Marzouq Ali Al-
Ghanem.

His Highness the Crown Prince Sheikh Nawaf Al-Ahmad Al-
Jaber Al-Sabah meets with His Highness Sheikh Jaber Al-
Mubarak Al-Sabah.

His Highness the Crown Prince Sheikh Nawaf Al-Ahmad Al-Jaber
Al-Sabah meets with His Highness the Prime Minister Sheikh
Sabah Al-Khaled Al-Hamad Al-Sabah.

His Highness the Crown Prince Sheikh Nawaf Al-Ahmad Al-Jaber Al-
Sabah meets with GCC Secretary General Dr Nayef Al-Hajraf.

His Highness the Crown Prince Sheikh Nawaf Al-Ahmad Al-Jaber
Al-Sabah meets with Deputy Prime Minister and Defense Minister
Sheikh Ahmad Mansour Al-Ahmad Al-Sabah.

His Highness the Crown Prince Sheikh Nawaf Al-Ahmad Al-Jaber
Al-Sabah meets with Deputy Prime Minister, Minister of Interior
and Minister of State for Cabinet Affairs Anas Al-Saleh.

KUWAIT: Health Minister Sheikh Dr Basel Al-Sabah inaugurates a new blood transfusion center in Ahmadi yesterday.

KUWAIT: His Highness the Amir Sheikh Sabah Al-Ahmad
Al-Jaber Al-Sabah, the Supreme Commander of the
Armed Forces, is set today to patronize and attend the
graduation ceremony for the 46th batch of cadet students
at Ali Al-Sabah Military Academy.

Meanwhile, His Highness the Amir Sheikh Sabah Al-
Ahmad Al-Jaber Al-Sabah received yesterday at Bayan
Palace His Highness the Crown Prince Sheikh Nawaf Al-
Ahmad Al-Jaber Al-Sabah. His Highness the Amir also
received National Assembly Speaker Marzouq Ali Al-
Ghanem, His Highness Sheikh Jaber Al-Mubarak Al-Sabah
and His Highness the Prime Minister Sheikh Sabah Al-
Khaled Al-Hamad Al-Sabah. His Highness Sheikh Sabah
then received the Chairman of Kuwait’s Supreme Judicial
Council and the Cassation Court, and President of the
Constitutional Court, Justice Yousef Al-Mutawaa. His
Highness the Amir also hosted the Secretary General of
the Gulf Cooperation Council Dr Nayef Falah Mubarak
Al-Hajraf, on the occasion of his appointment as the GCC
chief, wishing him the best of luck and success to achieve
the Council’s goals. Minister of Amiri Diwan affairs Sheikh
Ali Jarrah Al-Sabah and Deputy Minister of Foreign

Affairs Khaled Al-Jarallah attended the meeting.
In the meantime, His Highness the Crown Prince

received Ghanem, His Highness Sheikh Jaber Al-Mubarak,
His Highness Sheikh Sabah Al-Khaled, and Dr Nayef Al-
Hajraf. His Highness Sheikh Nawaf also received Deputy
Prime Minister and Defense Minister Sheikh Ahmad
Mansour Al-Ahmad Al-Sabah, as well as Deputy Prime
Minister, Minister of Interior and Minister of State for
Cabinet Affairs Anas Al-Saleh. Separately, His Highness
the Prime Minister hosted Dr Hajraf, wishing him success
and further accomplishment in order to achieve GCC’s
goals. In addition, Jarallah and Assistant Foreign Minister
for GCC Affairs Ambassador Nasser Haji Al-Mezain
attended the meeting. 

In other news, His Highness the Amir yesterday sent a
cable of condolences to President of Ghana Nana Akufo-
Addo on the victims of the gold mine collapse in western
Ghana. In the cable, His Highness the Amir expressed his
sincere condolences and sympathy over this sorrowful
incident and wished a speedy recovery to the wounded.
His Highness the Crown Prince and His Highness the
Prime Minister sent similar cables. —KUNA

Amir to attend 46th batch of
Kuwaiti cadets’ graduation today

Sheikh Sabah receives senior state officials at Bayan Palace

Cabinet to decide
on Jahra Hospital
administration
By A Saleh

KUWAIT: Health Minister Sheikh Dr Basel
Al-Sabah said a tripartite committee had
reported recommendations on administering
Jahra Hospital and that the matter is now sub-
ject to discussion at the Cabinet. He added
that the Ministry of Health (MoH) is currently
working on massive health development proj-
ects such as the Sabah, Adan, Farwaniya and
cancer hospitals that will hopefully join serv-
ice within two years.

Sheikh Dr Basel made those statements to
the press while opening a new blood transfu-

sion center in Ahmadi yesterday. “The
Central Blood Bank of Kuwait is the first
Arab bank ever to win the recognition of the
American Association of Blood Banks
(AABB),” he said. The bank’s tissue section
also enjoys US recognition due to its distin-
guished performance, Sheikh Dr Basel added.
The minister also boasted that the Central
Blood Bank of Kuwait is ranked third among
accredited world banks in view of genetic
examination of blood cells.

On the new blood transfusion center, he
said it is the blood bank’s largest project ever,
laying bare that many other health projects
were in the offing. The health ministry hoped
that such projects, including hospitals and clin-
ics, would be in service at an early date. The
fresh medical facility covers more than 14,000
square meters and consists of five floors, he
elaborated. The Central Blood Bank of Kuwait
was founded on May 5, 1965 and was by then
the first blood bank in the Arab world.



L o c a l Monday, February 17, 2020

3

Kuwait satisfied with successful Munich
security conference: Foreign Minister

Sheikh Dr Ahmad attends MSC-2020 panel discussion

MUNICH: Kuwait contributed successfully to recent
talks involving global leaders and security chiefs in the
German city of Munich, the country’s Foreign Minister
Sheikh Dr Ahmad Nasser Al-Mohammad Al-Sabah said
yesterday. Kuwait’s participation in the Munich Security
Conference was vigorous as it expressed its determina-
tion to rid the world of conflicts, particularly in the
Middle East, the minister said as the two-day talks ended.
With Kuwait’s Prime Minister His Highness Sheikh Sabah
Khaled Al-Hamad Al-Sabah leading his country’s delega-
tion, which comprises senior state officials, the confer-
ence delved into matters dealing with threats to interna-
tional security, added the minister. More than 500 high-

level international decision-makers, including over 35
heads of state as well as some 100 foreign and defense
ministers gathered at the annual talks to discuss current
crises and future security challenges.

Sheikh Dr Ahmad Nasser Al-Mohammad took part in
a panel discussion on Saturday, themed ‘Bridging
Troubled Waters: De-escalation in the Gulf.’ The event
was as part of the agenda of the 56th Munich Security
Conference (MSC-2020). Addressing the panelists,
Sheikh Dr Ahmad highlighted the need to ensure freedom
of navigation in the Arabia Gulf. He said the State of
Kuwait continues making efforts to deescalate tensions in
the region and reach reconciliation. The Gulf Cooperation

Council (GCC) member states have played a central role
in security and stability of the region over the last
decades, he added.

Kuwait’s Foreign Minister had met separately on
Saturday with his counterparts from Saudi Arabia -
Prince Faisal bin Farhan bin Abdullah, Turkey - Mevlut
Cavusoglu, Jordan - Ayman Al-Safadi, and Canada -
Francois-Philippe Champagne. The meetings, held on the
fringes of the conference, reviewed the deep-rooted
bilateral ties between the State of Kuwait and the four
friendly countries, the prospects of cooperation in all
areas, and regional and international issues of common
concern. Furthermore, Sheikh Dr Ahmad Nasser Al-

Mohammad met with Dr Subrahmanyam Jaishankar,
India’s Foreign Minister on Saturday. The ministers cov-
ered topics to strengthen bilateral relations in all fields, as
well as latest regional and international developments.
Kuwait’s Foreign Minister also met with his Algerian
counterpart Sabri Boukadoum, and the two officials
focused in their discussion on bolstering ties, issues of
mutual interests, and recent regional and international
development. The meetings also gathered Kuwait
Ambassador to Germany Najeeb Al-Bader, Consul
General in Frankfort Minister Plenipotentiary Khaled Al-
Mutair and Deputy Assistant Foreign Minister for Europe
Affairs Mohammad Hayati. — KUNA

KUWAIT: The Salam Palace Museum
will open its doors to visitors today, as it
includes three museums that tell the his-
tory of Kuwait and its rulers, Head of
Finance and Administrative Affairs of the
Amiri Diwan and Chairman of the
Executive Committee for the
Establishment and Management of
Cultural Centers Abdulaziz Ishaq said
yesterday. Ishaq explained that the
museum, which was inaugurated by His
Highness the Amir Sheikh Sabah Al-
Ahmad Al-Jaber Al-Sabah last April, has
three sections; the history of Kuwait
through its rulers, the history of the
Palace and the civilizations in Kuwait.
The Salam Palace was designed and
built as a presidential palace for the late
Amir Sheikh Saad Al-Abdullah Al-
Salem Al-Sabah at the late 1950s. With
the independence of Kuwait in 1961,
there was a need for a palace of hospi-

tality to receive international delega-
tions that started flocking to Kuwait
after independence and after Kuwait
joining the United Nations, Ishaq
added. The palace welcomed its first
visitors in 1964, and over 26 years it
received more than 166 visitors, includ-
ing emperors, kings, princes, heads of
state, and important political and diplo-
matic figures, he said. The Salam Place
was destroyed during the Iraqi invasion
to Kuwait in 1990, as its properties
were burned and looted. In 2013 the
Amiri Diwan was charged with imple-
menting and supervising this important
national project. After seven years of
continuous work, the Salam Palace was
restored and turned into a museum that
combines the history of Kuwait, which
extends for more than 300 years, and
considered an official and accredited
museum for Kuwait. —KUNA

KUWAIT: The Environment Public
Authority (EPA) inked yesterday an
agreement with the Kuwait Dive Team
to install  buoys around Umm Al-
Maradem and Kubbar islands to spare
the reefs harmful mooring. EPA chair-
man Sheikh Abdullah Ahmad Al-
Humoud Al-Sabah said in a press state-
ment that the divers have been involved
in various acts to habilitate the environ-
ment and retrieve sunken vessels.
Chaotic dropping of anchors into the
sea bed have often inflicted harm in the
reefs and living creatures, he said, indi-
cating that placing the buoys was
intended to draw attention of boaters to
existence of the reefs around the
Kuwaiti islands. Around KD 20,000
($65,000) has been allocated for the
operation to place the buoys, he added.

Meanwhile, Waleed Al-Fadhel, the
head of the Environmental Voluntary
Foundation and the divers’ team leader,
said in a statement that the accord also
aimed at safeguarding the reefs from
damage, often inflicted with random
boats’ anchoring at these marine loca-
tions. This project has been in execu-
tion since 1998, he said, also noting
that fines are imposed on violating
ships and boats. The Kuwaiti team of
divers has carried out a series of oper-
ations to salvage sunken ships and
boats, remove entangled and aban-
doned nets and observing the reefs’
status — in coordination with the
Australian University Queensland. The
team has recently lifted more than 300
tons of abandoned objects in the
Kuwaiti territorial waters. — KUNA

KUWAIT: Kuwait Foundation for the
Advancement of Sciences (KFAS) organ-
ized the first robotics and artificial intelli-
gence (AI) festival under the patronage
of His Highness the Amir Sheikh Sabah
Al-Ahmad Al-Jaber Al-Sabah, which wit-
nessed a great turnout by school students
and people. The foundation added in a
press statement yesterday that the num-
ber of visitors to the festival has reached
7,000, as the festival presented a new
way to interact with the scientific materi-
al using arts and drama. It emphasized
that the festival, which is organized in
cooperation with the educational institu-
tion ‘A Thousand Invention and Invention’
based in the United Kingdom, aims to

increase public interest in robotics and
artificial intelligence and its applications
and to increase participation by young
people to help them develop their skills to
be active and influential individuals. It
mentioned that the festival also aimed at
spreading the scientific culture about
robots and artificial intelligence, support-
ing the future vision of transforming
Kuwait into a global commercial, financial
and technological center. The festival
drew attention to the visitors experience
with some of the most famous robots in
the world and their interaction on stage
with actors from Kuwait to simplify basic
ideas about the science of robots and
artificial intelligence. — KUNA

MUNICH: Foreign Minister Sheikh Dr Ahmad Nasser Al-Mohammad Al-Sabah meets with his Saudi Arabia coun-
terpart Prince Faisal bin Farhan bin Abdullah. — KUNA photos

Foreign Minister Sheikh Dr Ahmad Nasser Al-Sabah
meets with Jordanian Foreign Minister Ayman Al-Safadi.

Foreign Minister Sheikh Dr Ahmad Nasser Al-Sabah
meets with Canadian Foreign Minister Francois-
Philippe Champagne.

Salam Palace Museum
open to visitors today

EPA, divers agree on
protecting Kuwait’s coral reefs

KFAS launches first
robotics, AI festival
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Photo of the Day

KUWAIT: Kuwaiti rider Mohammed Al-Khobaizi takes part on his horse ‘Femke’ in the Amir’s Cup showjumping competition at the Hunting and Equestrian Club on Saturday. — Photo by Yasser Al-Zayyat

AUB helps with
waste recycling
efforts in Yarmouk 
KUWAIT: Continuing its community-based efforts that
prioritize supporting and protecting the environment,
Ahli United Bank (AUB) placed an improved container
for collecting and recycling plastic in Yarmouk, which is
considered a model environment friendly district.

The container was designed in the form of an ATM
machine by using recycled materials through creative
young Kuwaiti designers who have an interest in the
environment to support and encourage their skills. In
2019, AUB’s recycling initiatives resulted in collecting
about 12 tons of plastic wastes through a partnership
with Omniya Plastic Recycling Factory.

Commenting on this successful initiative, Sahar
Dashti, General Manager of Customers’ Protection and
Head of Social Responsibility Team at AUB, said:

“Protecting and preserving the environment is a key
element in our social responsibility in alignment with the
‘New Kuwait 2035’ vision of His Highness the Amir
Sheikh Sabah Al-Ahmad Al-Sabah and the UN goals for
sustainability. On such basis and as part of our activities
to preserve and protect the environment from pollution,
we continue our efforts to recycle plastic wastes and
spread environmental awareness through our successful
partnership with Omniya Plastic Recycling Factory.”

“The inappropriate disposal of plastics is environmen-
tally unacceptable and has very serious health implica-
tions,” Dashti added. “So it is our duty as national organiza-
tions and individuals to take the responsibility of applying
the right methods for waste disposal as part of the desired
environmental change, which will enable us to make a posi-
tive difference to participate in shaping the future to restore
the beauty and cleanliness of our local environment.”

Previously, AUB placed a number of recycling contain-
ers for collecting plastic wastes next to the Bank’s branch-
es in some areas in Kuwait, such as Salwa, Rumaithiya,
Bayan, Jahra and Al-Mubarakiya. This initiative has suc-
ceeded in saving 120 cubic meters of landfill in 2019, in
addition to the positive impact of reducing the amount of
waste and promoting the culture of recycling.

L o c a l

KUWAIT: Zain, the leading digital service provider in
Kuwait, announced its strategic partnership of the 12th
International Invention Fair in the Middle East under the
theme ‘Where Inventors Meet Investors.’ The event, which
runs from 16-19 February at Al-Raya Ballroom in the
Courtyard by Marriott Hotel, is held under the patronage
of His Highness the Amir Sheikh Sabah Al-Ahmad Al-Jaber
Al-Sabah. 

Zain’s continuous support to this unique initiative since
its inception comes in line with the company’s corporate
sustainability and social responsibility strategy, which aims
at supporting the local scientific arena and contributing to
the further development of science in Kuwait and the Arab
region. This is especially true as the event’s success in past
years greatly contributed to highlighting Kuwait’s rich cul-
tural involvement in scientific areas across regional and
international levels, proving itself to become the biggest in
the Middle East and the second in the world. 

Through supporting this event, Zain is keen on encour-
aging Kuwaiti and Arab talents in the fields of science and
innovation, as it believes such initiatives offer a valuable
opportunity for young inventors to benefit from the

expertise and knowledge of international inventors who
visit Kuwait to share their experiences with the local sci-
entific community. The 12th edition of the fair will feature
over 100 inventions from 41 different countries, and Zain
will take part through its own dedicated booth through
which it will showcase the latest Zain Business solutions
for SMEs to serve the needs of participating inventors. 

The International Invention Fair in the Middle East -
organized by the Kuwait Science Club in partnership with
the Kuwait Foundation for the Advancement of Science
(KFAS) - is officially held in collaboration with the
International Exhibition of Inventions - Geneva. The event
is one of the most significant and major specialized exhibi-
tions of inventions in the Middle East region, and is con-
sidered the second largest exhibition of its kind in the
world after the Exhibition of Geneva. The event offers an
opportunity for inventions from different cultures to be
exhibited and for inventors to build connections with
investors. Zain will spare no efforts in offering its support
and encouragement to any entity that adopts creativity
and innovation within the community and contribute to the
further progress of national economy.

Zain strategic partner of 12th
Int’l Invention Fair Middle East

KUWAIT: (From left) Easa Karam and Hamza Al-Tailji Hamza from AUB with  Omniya’s team.
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Adasani says MPs will
resist taxes, privatization

Controversy expected over amnesty bill
By B Izzak and A Saleh

KUWAIT: Opposition MP Riyadh Al-Adasani said yes-
terday that lawmakers will strongly oppose any plan by
the government to impose taxes or privatize public
services, saying the country fiscal position is sound.

The lawmaker said the position of the Kuwaiti econ-
omy is strong and this fact has been repeatedly con-
firmed by international rating agencies including
Moody’s which has recently affirmed Kuwait’s strong
fiscal position.

Adasani criticized repeated government attempts to
draw a different picture by showing as if the state is
facing a chronic budget deficit and the public wage bill
is too high as if citizens are becoming a burden on the
budget. He insisted that the government is the side
responsible for the distortions in the budget.

The lawmaker said that international reports have
affirmed on the strength of the Kuwaiti economy
because of low public debt levels, the state’s financial
resilience based on large assets in the sovereign wealth
fund and billions of dollars in surpluses.

He stressed that those who propagate that the state
is on the verge of going bankrupt whether from within

or outside the government aim at helping to approve
the public debt law, add more financial burdens on the
state, help in the privatization of public sectors and
impose taxes. Adasani said he and lawmakers will
oppose privatization and taxes, saying these plans will
never be accepted, adding that all the government
needs is rational management to overcome all financial
difficulties.

Public amnesty
Meanwhile, MP Thamer Al-Suwait yesterday criti-

cized National Assembly Speaker Marzouq Al-Ghanem
for accepting to place on the assembly agenda a con-
troversial draft law for public amnesty. Opposition MPs
had submitted a separate draft law calling to grant par-
don to former opposition MPs and activists who were
jailed for several years for storming the national assem-
bly building during a protest in 2011. Most of the ex-
MPs and activists had fled the country and have been
living in self-exile abroad.

But head of the legislative committee MP Khaled Al-
Shatti combined two other draft laws calling to grant a
similar amnesty to members of the Iran-linked cell who
were handed hefty jail terms and others. Suwait said it

was not proper for the assembly speaker to accept the
draft law after combing them, adding that the amnesty
bill was intended to cover the former opposition
activists. The draft law is expected to be debated
tomorrow.

Interference
The government, who is against the bill, meanwhile

justified its rejection by saying that this will be consid-
ered as interference by lawmakers, which is a clear vio-
lation of the principle of separation of power stipulated
in articles 50 and 163 of the constitution. Represented
by the Supreme Judiciary Council, Ministry of Justice
and Ministry of Interior, the government rejected a
report by the parliamentary legislative affairs commit-
tee demanding an amnesty for those indicted for break-
ing into the National Assembly, members of the Abdaly
cell and those involved in opinion-related cases. The
Supreme Judiciary Council explained that the three
proposals demand full amnesty for people already
indicted and sentenced in certain cases, adding that the
crimes involved are extremely dangerous for state
security and once a suspect is indicted and sentenced,
the verdict must be implemented to deter others.  

MP Riyadh Al-Adasani

By Ben Garcia 

KUWAIT: The prices of some computer parts in
Kuwait have increased due to the coronavirus out-
break and delays in shipments from China. “There’s
no ban on any shipments from China, but due to the
delays and the demand by customers, prices have
been increasing,” a Pakistani computer shop owner
told Kuwait Times on the condition of anonymity.  

One of his customers said he visits the shop
because he loves to play video games, and whenever
he encounters problems with his computer, he imme-
diately brings the unit to his favorite shop. “Yes, I
have noticed an increase in prices recently...they say
it’s due to the coronavirus in China,” he said. Another
customer said he paid KD 18 for a laptop part in early
January, but yesterday, when he returned for another
repair, the same part cost him KD 25. “They said it’s
because of the coronavirus in China,” he said. 

There have been no recorded cases of COVID-19
in Kuwait, but last month, Kuwait barred the entry of
all Chinese nationals to the country. Meanwhile,
Kuwaiti citizens were asked to delay their travel plans
to countries with coronavirus infections. Kuwaiti
Ambassador to China Samih Johar Hayat called on
Kuwaitis to refrain from visiting China unless truly
necessary due to the spread of the coronavirus. The
death toll from the novel coronavirus outbreak has
soared to 1,600, with most recorded deaths in China. 

Coronavirus
hits PC hardwire
prices in Kuwait

By A Saleh 

KUWAIT: The Ministry of Education (MoE) urged all school
administrations in various stages not to ask teachers, students
or parents to prepare teaching aids, photocopy remedial
exercises, decorate classrooms or provide any devices or
materials unless the administration pays the cost. The ministry
also warned administrations not to ask for sums of money or
donations and provide all stationery and needed materials
from the school fund and revenues of the school canteens,
noting that violators will be held accountable. 

In another educational concern, Education Minister Saud
Al-Harbi issued a decision regulating the registration of stu-
dents with the charity fund for needy students. The regula-
tions include having the private education sector supervise
the fund’s operation, allow registering illegal residents
(bedoons) in private Arabic schools according to conditions,
and have the fund pay the fees of these students in two
installments in December and March. 

Ministry to schools:
Don’t overburden
students with demands

KUWAIT: The Ministry of Commerce and Industry
announced yesterday that its department tasked with com-
bating money laundering and terrorism funding issued last
year up to 1,001 “precautionary measures” against offending
companies that violated Law 106/2013. The ministry said in a
press release that the measures included addressing written
warnings to 200 realty companies, 77 jewelry companies, 37
money exchangers and 13 insurance companies. It advised
them to abide by the relevant laws. The department for fight-
ing money laundering completed its measures before the min-
istry department finalized permits’ paper work for 656 appli-
cations for establishing companies during the past year —
including 483 realty companies, 151 jeweler trading firms, 13
insurance ones and nine money exchange companies. Three
realty companies and four money exchanges ones were sus-
pended. It also recommended that 18 companies must stop
operating — including six property, eight money exchangers
and four jewelry companies. —KUNA

Kuwait penalizes
companies for
‘money laundering’

By Meshaal Al-Enezi 

KUWAIT: Manager of the medical administration at the
Patients Helping Fund Society Ajeel Al-Touq
announced launching a new campaign to help over
22,000 patients annually in need of aid and medicine
worth millions. Touq added that the aim of the cam-
paign is to remind benevolent donors of an underprivi-
leged section of society experiencing and suffering
from diseases and poverty, and that the society needs
to help them, namely patients whose medicines are
expensive such as those suffering from cancer, rheuma-

tism, liver and cardiac diseases, kidney failure, immunity
diseases and pediatric diabetes. 

Fish reserves
Head of aquaculture program at Kuwait Institute

for Scientif ic Research (KISR) Dr Mohsen Al-
Husseini said KISR recently completed a study on the
reasons of the dire shortage of commercial fish
reserves through assessing the environmental impact
of fishing and the risks of climate change. “According
to statistical analysis, demand for fresh fish will rise to
33,650 tons, while the catch will only be 4,000 tons,
that is less than 12 percent of the demand,” Husseini
warned. He adding that the study also showed that
seven commercial fish species, including hamour
(brown spotted reef cod), zubaidi (pomfret), red
snapper, nagroor, shad, round stingray and nuwaibi
(silver croaker) are being overfished, and that jack
pomfret, mackerel, cobia and lizard fish catches have
significantly dropped due to environmental changes
in northern Gulf waters, where water salinity is

increasing and chlorophyll concentration is dropping. 

Anti-corruption 
Minister of State for Municipal Affairs and Acting

Minister of Social Affairs and Labor Waleed Al-Jassem
yesterday received at his office a delegation from the
transparency and anti-corruption committee at Kuwait
Lawyers Association. Both sides discussed a number of
suggestions and visions on achieving the strategy of
Kuwait’s Public Anti-Corruption Authority (Nazaha). 

Farwaniya crackdown
Farwaniya municipal cleaning inspection teams

launched a crackdown in the area to remove aban-
doned vehicles and street markets. Team manager
Saad Al-Khrainej said the campaign resulted in
removing 40 vehicles, pasting 150 warning stickers on
others, filing 60 citations for unlawful use of space,
cleanliness and peddlers, confiscating seven truck-
loads of fruit, vegetable and used clothes and chang-
ing 60 garbage containers.  

Campaign to cover
med costs for
22,000 patients a year

KUWAIT: One of the machines used to detect radioactive and nuclear materi-
als, installed at a border checkpoint in Kuwait.

Members of Kuwait’s General Administration of Customs and a delegation of the
national security department of the US Department of Energy, pose for a group picture.

Kuwait customs installs radioactive detection devices

KUWAIT: Kuwait’s General Administration of Customs
announced yesterday that it had equipped its border check-
points and affiliate facilities with high technology to detect
radioactive and nuclear materials. Custom personnel are also

trained on mastering the state of art technologies with aim of
rendering them fully qualified to operate these devices, said
the department in a press release yesterday. The department
issued the release, marking a visit to the country by a delega-

tion of the national security department of the US Department
of Energy. The American delegation’s visit is aimed at swap-
ping information and delivering radiation detection devices,
according to a cooperation agreement in this field. — KUNA

UTAH: This February, the Outer Space Team performed
the second simulated mission to Mars. Ghanem Al-Otaibi
and Dr Rawan Al-Shammari were selected after a very
competitive process to represent Kuwait in an interna-
tional team simulating a mission on Mars. Otaibi is the
crew astronomer while Shammari is the Health Safety offi-
cer. The crew consists of people with five other nationali-
ties (India, Canada, Costa Rica, Australia and Germany) 

The team is called Earth2Mars, and was selected by
the Mars Society in the United States for a two-week
mission. The crew will stay at habitat for two weeks with
conditions very near to the conditions that astronauts
might face in the Martian Surface. The habitat is called
the Mars Desert Research Station (MDRS) near
Hanksville, Utah, and is operated by the Mars Society in
the US. 

Earth2Mars crew are living in an isolated environment
with no connections with world. They eat dried food and
vegetables grown inside the station. If they need to go
for an Extra Vehicular Activity (EVA), they need to get
the approval from the mission support during a three-
hour window daily. They will go for an EVA wearing
astronaut suits with safety considered as if in Mars. The
EVA should only be approved when a clear scientific goal
was indicated to mission support. 

Otaibi as a crew astronomer was responsible to
operate the telescope and perform a photometry proj-
ect on several variable stars target. Shammari is a med-
ical doctor who is studying the isolation effect on an
international crew.  This is the second mission for Otaibi,
and he is considered the first analogue astronaut in
Kuwait as he performed his first mission in Feb 2019.
Shammari is the first female as analogue astronaut in
Kuwait, and this is her first mission. This mission is not
the only space activity for the outer space team. Otaibi
is the founder of the team and he started space activi-
ties in Kuwait since 2008. 

Kuwaitis join Outer Space Team in simulated mission to Mars

Ghanem Al-Otaibi and Dr Rawan Al-Shammari. The Outer Space Team members.
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PURI: Indian artist Sudarsan Pattnaik puts some final touches as he makes a sand sculpture depicting people wearing protective facemasks with a message reading ‘United against corona virus’ at Puri beach in Puri yesterday. —AFP

BEIJING: The number of new cases from
China’s coronavirus epidemic dropped for a
third consecutive day yesterday, as the World
Health Organization chief warned it was “impos-
sible” to predict how the outbreak would devel-
op. Global concern remains high about the
spread of the virus, which first emerged in
China’s central Hubei province in December,
with the first death outside Asia reported in
France this weekend.

The death toll jumped to 1,665 in mainland
China yesterday after 142 more people died
from the virus. More than 68,000 people have
now been infected - but the number of new
cases of the COVID-19 strain continued to
decline. In hardest-hit Hubei, the number of
new cases slowed for a third consecutive day
and at 139, the number of deaths was level with
Saturday’s toll. 

The number of new cases in other parts of
the country has dropped for twelve straight
days. Mi Feng, National Health Commission
spokesman, said yesterday that the figures were
a sign that China was controlling the outbreak.
“The effects of epidemic prevention and control
in various parts of the country can already be
seen,” he told reporters.

But the WHO chief Tedros Adhanom
Ghebreyesus has warned that it was “impossi-
ble to predict which direction this epidemic
will take”. “We ask all governments, companies,
and news organizations to work with us to
sound the appropriate level of alarm without
fanning the flames of hysteria,” he said, speak-
ing at the Munich Security Conference. The
UN health body has asked China for more

details on how diagnoses are being made. An
international team of WHO experts will arrive
in Beijing this weekend for a joint mission with
Chinese counterparts.

Quarantined cruise ship
The scale of the epidemic ballooned on

Thursday after authorities in Hubei changed
their criteria for counting cases, retroactively
adding 14,000 cases in a single day. Chinese
authorities have placed some 56 million people
in Hubei and its capital Wuhan under quaran-
tine, virtually sealing off the province from the
rest of the country in an unprecedented effort to
contain the virus. Even as China insisted the
epidemic was under control, Hubei authorities
announced yesterday a tightening of movement
across the province. 

This includes broad instructions that resi-
dential compounds and villages are “sealed off”
from unnecessary visitors, with tenants’ outings
“strictly managed”, as well as recommending
bulk purchases of daily necessities. All non-
essential public spaces will also be closed, and
residential areas and workplaces with confirmed
cases should implement a 14-day quarantine.

Local authorities elsewhere in China have
also introduced measures to try and stop the
virus spreading. Beijing’s municipal government
has enacted a rule requiring people coming to
the capital to self-quarantine for 14 days,
according to official media. Outside mainland
China, an 80-year-old Chinese tourist in France
was the fourth person to die from the new coro-
navirus, with the other deaths in the Philippines,
Hong Kong, and Japan.

The biggest cluster outside China is on a
quarantined cruise ship off Japan, with 355
infections confirmed. The US, Canada, and Hong
Kong said they will evacuate their citizens from
the ship, and quarantine them on home soil.
Several countries have banned arrivals from
China and major airlines have cut services to the
country. Malaysia said yesterday it would not
allow any cruise ships departing or transiting
Chinese ports to enter the country, following the
discovery of a US citizen with the coronavirus.

Social stability 
The virus spread last month as millions trav-

elled across China for the Lunar New Year holi-
day, which was extended to try and prevent
more infections. People have slowly started to
return to work in the past two weeks, though
many are doing their jobs from home and
schools remain closed. With the government
facing criticism over its handling of the crisis,
Chinese President Xi Jinping called for tighter
policing to protect social stability. The govern-
ment must “increase use of police force and
strengthen the visible use of police” during the
crisis, Xi said in a February 3 speech published
by state media on Saturday.

A number of local officials have been
sacked for their role in mishandling the out-
break - including Hubei’s top two health offi-
cials, and the political chiefs of the province
and Wuhan who were replaced with Xi loyal-
ists.  Yesterday, a host of new reprimands were
made against officials in the virus-hit region,
including one who “cut corners and worked
around the centralized quarantine order,”

according to Hubei authorities.
“When a crisis like this happens it becomes

politically important - it’s about China’s interna-
tional image, it’s about the Party’s legitimacy,”
said Zhou Xun, a historian of modern China at
the University of Essex. “But in general the

post-Mao government did very little to really
build up its health system, so the Chinese health
system is very weak, it’s overloaded, inefficient,
expensive and chaotic,” she said. “That’s one of
the things (that) made the current crisis even
worse.”—AFP

Number of new cases from coronavirus epidemic drops

Rocket attack hits 
near US embassy 
in Iraq capital
BAGHDAD: Multiple rockets hit an Iraqi base hosting
American troops near the US embassy yesterday, the lat-
est in a flurry of attacks against US assets in the country.
“The Coalition confirms small rockets impacted the Iraqi
base hosting (coalition) troops in the International Zone...
No casualties,” said coalition spokesman Myles Caggins.
That base, known as Union III, is the headquarters for the
US-led coalition, deployed in Iraq since 2014 to help local
troops fight the Islamic State jihadist group. 

Iraq’s military said three Katyusha rockets hit inside the
Green Zone, the high-security enclave where the US mis-
sion and Union III are located, as well as Iraqi government
buildings, United Nations offices and other embassies. A
fourth rocket hit a logistics base in a different neighbor-
hood operated by the Hashed Al-Shaabi, a military net-
work officially incorporated into the Iraqi state, the Iraqi
military said. 

There was no immediate statement from the Hashed.
Strikes on assets of both the US and Hashed at the same
time are unusual, as Washington has blamed hardline ele-
ments within the military network for repeated rocket

attacks on American installations across Iraq. Yesterday’s
was the 19th attack since October to target either the
embassy or the roughly 5,200 US troops stationed along-
side local forces across Iraq. 

No group has claimed responsibility for any of the inci-
dents. In late December, a rocket attack on the northern
Iraqi base of K1 left one US contractor dead and
unleashed a dramatic series of events. Washington
responded with retaliatory strikes against Kataeb
Hezbollah, a hardline Hashed faction in western Iraq. Days
later, an American drone strike in Baghdad killed top
Iranian general Qasem Soleimani and his right-hand man,
Hashed deputy chief Abu Mahdi Al-Muhandis.

Hashed factions have vowed revenge for the pair’s
death but said they would prioritize a political objective
first: the withdrawal of US troops from Iraq. But the net-
work includes a broad range of groups and some have
appeared more willing to harass US troops militarily.
Yesterday’s attack came just hours after one of the
Hashed’s Iran-backed factions, Harakat Al-Nujaba,
announced a “countdown” to ousting American forces
from the country. 

A top leader within Nujaba, Nasr Al-Shammary, tweet-
ed a photograph of what he claimed was an American mili-
tary vehicle, adding: “We are closer than you think.”
Yesterday’s assault sent warning sirens blaring across the
diplomatic compound, a US military source and a Western
diplomat based nearby said. AFP’s correspondents heard
multiple strong explosions followed by aircraft circling
near the Green Zone. —AFP

BAGHDAD: Iraqi protesters take cover amid clashes with security forces at Al-Khilani square in the capital Baghdad yester-
day during ongoing anti-government demonstrations. —AFP

CALIFORNIA: A memorial for Dr Li Wenliang, who was the whistleblower of the Coronavirus,
COVID-19, that originated in Wuhan, China and caused the doctors death in that city, is pictured
outside the UCLA campus in Westwood, California. —AFP



RIYADH: The fate of the crew of a Saudi warplane
that crashed in Yemen remained uncertain yesterday
after Iran-linked Houthi rebels claimed to have shot
down the aircraft. The Riyadh-led military coalition
fighting the rebels said the two officers ejected from
the plane before it crashed in northern Al-Jawf
province Friday but that the rebels opened fire at them
“in violation of international humanitarian law”.

“The joint forces command of the Coalition holds the
terrorist Houthi militia responsible for the lives and
wellbeing of the Tornado air crew,” the coalition said in
a statement released by the official Saudi Press Agency
late Saturday. The statement did not specify whether
the crew had survived or if they had been captured
after the plane crashed in Houthi-controlled territory.
The coalition also did not elaborate on the reasons for
the crash.

But if Houthi involvement is confirmed, the rare
downing of a coalition warplane would mark a setback
for a military alliance known for its air supremacy and
signal the rebels’ increasingly potent arsenal. The rebels
released footage of what they called the launch of their
“advanced surface-to-air missile” and the moment it
purportedly struck the jet in the night sky, sending it
crashing down in a ball of flames. The crash triggered
air strikes in the area where the plane went down, an
apparent Saudi-led retaliation that the UN said left 31
civilians dead and 12 others wounded.

‘Hellish place’ 
The rebels reported multiple coalition air strikes in

the area, adding that women and children were among
the dead and wounded, according to rebel television
station Al-Masirah. The coalition conceded the “possi-
bility of collateral damage” during what it termed a
“search and rescue operation” at the site of the jet
crash. The coalition force has been widely criticized for
the high civilian death toll from its bombing campaigns
in Yemen, which has prompted some Western govern-
ments to cut arms deliveries to the countries taking part.

Lise Grande, the UN coordinator, on Saturday
denounced the “terrible strikes” and said it was “shock-
ing” that five years into the conflict combatants were
still failing to abide by their legal obligation to protect
civilians. The charity group Save the Children called for
an urgent and independent investigation into the
killings, urging those responsible be held to account for
what it said was an air raid in a residential area.

“The war shows no signs of slowing down. Yemen is
a hellish place for children,” its country director Xavier
Joubert said in a statement. “Those who continue to sell
arms to the warring parties must realize that by supply-
ing weapons for this war, they contribute to making
atrocities like today’s all too common.” The coalition
intervened against the Houthis in 2015, in a conflict that
has killed tens of thousands of people, most of them
civilians, and sparked what the United Nations calls the
world’s worst humanitarian crisis. — AFP 
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Questions mount over fate of 
Saudi crew in Yemen jet crash

Airstrikes ‘kill 31 civilians’ after Saudi jet crash

AL JAWF, Yemen: Yemenis gather at the site of the downing of a Saudi Tornado aircraft following an air strike by Iran-
backed Houthi rebels in Yemen’s northern Al-Jawf province. — AFP 

Turkey denies
flouting deal with
Russia in Idlib 
ANKARA: Turkey has dismissed Russian
accusations that it has flouted de-escalation
agreements with Russia and Iran in Syria’s
Idlib province, and threatened to take mili-
tary action in the area if diplomatic efforts
with Moscow fail. Turkey and Russia, which
back opposing sides in Syria’s war, agreed in
2018 to set up a de-escalation zone in the
northwestern province. But their fragile
cooperation has been disrupted by a Syrian
government offensive in Idlib, in which 13
Turkish soldiers have been killed in the past
two weeks.

Ankara has said it will use military power
to drive back the Syrian forces unless they
withdraw by the end of February, and
President Tayyip Erdogan has said Turkey will
strike government forces anywhere in Syria if
another Turkish soldier was hurt. Erdogan dis-
cussed the situation in separate phone calls
with Russian President Vladimir Putin on
Wednesday and US President Donald Trump
on Saturday, but there was no immediate
word of a diplomatic breakthrough.

Russia, which backs Syrian President
Bashar Al-Assad, says Turkey, which has
poured military forces into Idlib, has aggra-
vated the situation and failed to neutralize
militants there. But Turkey blames the situa-
tion on the advances by Syrian government
forces in Idlib. “We cannot overlook the cru-
elty happening in our neighbor,” Turkish
Vice President Fuat Oktay told broadcaster
NTV. “Turkey has fulfilled its responsibilities
in Idlib.”

Foreign Minister Mevlut Cavusoglu said
Turkey wanted to resolve matters with Russia
over Idlib through diplomacy. But, speaking
during an international security conference in
Munich, he added: “If it won’t work through
diplomatic channels, we will take the neces-
sary steps.” Ankara has been angered by the
seizure by Syrian government forces of
Turkish military observation posts established

in Idlib under the 2018 deal.
“It is impossible for us to remain silent

against their siege. We are doing what is nec-
essary against them,” NTV quoted Erdogan
as saying on a flight back from Pakistan.
Erdogan also chided the United States, a
NATO ally, saying US statements of support
did not instil trust. Speaking in Istanbul later
on Saturday, Erdogan again said Turkey
would drive back Syrian forces unless they
withdrew to the borders outlined by Ankara
and Moscow in 2018. But he also appeared to
bring forward his end-of-February deadline.

“The solution in Idlib is the (Syrian) regime
stopping its hostility and withdrawing to the
borders in the agreements. Otherwise, we will
handle this before the end of February,”
Erdogan said. “We would like to do this with
the support of our friends. If we have to do it
the hard way, we are also up for that,” he said,
apparently referring to Ankara’s Western
allies. “Until we clear Syria of terrorist organi-
zations and the cruelty of the (Syrian) regime,
we will not rest easy.”

Despite the tough rhetoric, Russian and
Turkish officials are talking behind the scenes.
Turkish and Russian officials held talks in
Ankara on Saturday and Cavusoglu said a

Turkish delegation would go to Moscow
today for talks. Cavusoglu also had talks with
Russian Foreign Minister Sergei Lavrov in
Munich on Saturday - the first ministerial level
meeting between Ankara and Moscow since
the situation deteriorated in Idlib. Cavusoglu
tweeted that he had a “positive meeting” with
Lavrov but that Turkey would not be “making
an evaluation” until after today’s talks in
Moscow. Lavrov said Russia had very good
ties with Turkey, but the sides did not always
agree on issues. Cavusoglu was also quoted
by Russian news agencies as saying differ-
ences over Syria should not affect Ankara’s
relations with Moscow or disrupt a contract
for the purchase of Russian S-400 missile
defense systems which has strained Turkey’s
ties with Washington. 

Erdogan said his phone call with Putin - his
second since the Turkish troops were killed -
had been positive and that statements by oth-
er Russian officials that criticized Turkey did
not reflect the tone of the call. However,
Erdogan later criticized Russia for its support
of Assad in the conflict: “Russia’s efforts to
capture land for a regime that is the enemy of
its own people is nothing more than extending
its life through a respirator.  — Reuters

IDLIB: Syrian rebel fighters fire from their position in the countryside of Idlib towards govern-
ment forces’ positions yesterday. — AFP 

Beleaguered 
Rouhani rules 
out resigning
TEHRAN: Iran’s President Hassan
Rouhani yesterday ruled out resigning
and vowed to see out his term, even as he
admitted he had offered to step aside
twice since being elected. Speaking ahead
of a general election next Friday, Rouhani
also appealed to voters to turn out
despite the fact that many moderate and
reformist candidates were disqualified
from the race. Rumors have swirled in Iran
recently that the 71-year-old, whose sec-
ond and last term ends next year, had
been planning to quit, but his office
denied the reports.

Rouhani’s government has come under
fire over the state of Iran’s sanctions-hit
economy and for allegedly failing to fulfill
election promises. The legitimacy of
Rouhani and his government have been
called into question after they were left in
the dark for days after the armed forces
admitted they “accidentally” shot down a
Ukrainian airliner on Jan 8. Hardliners
have attacked his administration for nego-
tiating a nuclear deal with world powers
that ultimately backfired when the United
States withdrew unilaterally and reim-
posed harsh sanctions.

“My resignation does not make much
sense... we have made promises to the

people and we will continue to fulfil those
promises” despite the economic situation
and pressure from “the enemy”, Rouhani
said, referring to the US. “The idea of
resigning (because of these recent prob-
lems) never occurred to me.” 

But Rouhani admitted he had offered
to resign twice in the past, and that they
were rejected by supreme leader
Ayatollah Ali Khamenei. “In the first
months after my election, I told the
supreme leader ‘If you think for some rea-
son that someone else or another govern-
ment can serve the country better, I’m
ready to go’,” said Rouhani. “He vehe-
mently rejected it,” he told a news confer-
ence in Tehran.

Rouhani, a moderate conservative, said
he raised the issue with the supreme
leader again during his second term. “I
would not even let the government leave
its responsibility an hour earlier, not a
month or a week earlier’,” he quoted
Khamenei as saying.

Rouhani’s supporters suffered a set-
back in the lead-up to the Feb 21 election
after more than half of the 14,444 who
sought to stand were disqualified, most of
them moderates and reformists. Despite
the purge, Rouhani called for a strong
showing at the election. “All elections are
important to us, and I urge all people to
come to the ballot box and vote... to
choose the best (candidates) and have a
good parliament,” he told Sunday’s news
conference. Iran’s seventh president,
Rouhani won election in 2013 after prom-
ising greater social freedoms and the ben-
efits of engagement with the West. — AFP

Israel: Hamas
used attractive
women in
cyberattack 
JERUSALEM: Israel’s military said yes-
terday it had thwarted an attempted
malware attack by Hamas that sought to
gain access to soldiers’ mobile phones
by using seductive pictures of young
women. The phones of a few dozen sol-
diers were affected, but the military
“does not assess that there has been a
substantial breach of information”, said
Lieutenant Colonel Jonathan Conricus,
an army spokesman.

Conricus said this was the third
attempted malware attack by Hamas in
less than four years, but that the latest
effort indicated the Islamist group, which
controls the Gaza Strip, had improved
their capacity to wage cyber-warfare.

“What we are talking about today is
more advanced,” he said. “They are
upping their game.”

According to Conricus, the attacks
began with messages that purported to
be from young, “attractive-looking”
women. The texts were delivered through
Facebook, WhatsApp and Instagram as
well as the messaging application
Telegram, which Israel said Hamas had
not used previously. To avoid engaging in
voice calls with soldiers, the messengers
posing as young women claimed to be
hard of hearing or new immigrants with
poor Hebrew, Conricus said. 

Once contact was made, subsequent
messages encouraged soldiers to click
on a link to download an application that
would allow for an easier exchange of
photos. These apps, which the military
identified as Catch&See, ZatuApp and
GrixyApp, sought to infect the soldiers
phones with malware that would give
Hamas total access to the device. The
army said the attack began several
months ago and that Israel took “defen-
sive activity” in recent days, but did not
rule out further retaliation.  — AFP 

Darfuris rejoice as
Sudan agrees to
hand Bashir to ICC
NYALA: In Sudan’s sprawling Camp Kalma,
people who fled the Darfur conflict are over-
joyed at a pledge by the country’s new author-
ities to finally deliver ex-president Omar Al-
Bashir to the International Criminal Court.
Bashir, who was deposed in April 2019 follow-
ing mass protests, has for the past decade
flouted ICC arrest warrants on charges of
genocide and war crimes in the ravaged
Darfur region of western Sudan. Sudan’s tran-
sitional authorities agreed last Tuesday to
transfer him to stand trial before the court
based in The Hague.

“There was rejoicing across the camp after
people heard Bashir is being handed over to
the ICC,” 65-year-old Adam Ali, a longtime
resident of Kalma camp in Nyala, capital of
South Darfur state, told AFP. Darfuris and rebel
groups have repeatedly demanded Bashir be
handed over to the ICC over alleged war
crimes in a conflict which according to the
United Nations left 300,000 people dead and
displaced 2.5 million others.

Local community leader Yaqoob Mohamed
said the decision was “a victory for the vic-
tims” and would go a long way towards

“rebuilding trust” with the leadership in
Khartoum. Hundreds of thousands of those
displaced by the conflict that broke out in
2003 in Darfur, a vast region made up of five
states, still live in camps and remain depend-
ent on aid provided by the UN and other
international organizations.

The conflict erupted when African minority
rebels rose up against Bashir’s Arab-dominated
government in Khartoum, which they accused
of marginalizing the region. To crush the rebel-
lion, Bashir’s government unleashed an armed
militia of mostly Arab nomads known as the
Janjaweed, who have been accused by rights
groups of “ethnic cleansing” campaigns and
widespread rape.  Thousands of the militiamen
were later incorporated into Sudan’s paramili-

tary Rapid Support Forces, led by commander
and current political powerbroker Mohamed
Hamdan Dagalo, who is known as Hemeti. 

‘Great relief’
The decision to surrender Bashir to the ICC

came after protracted talks between rebel
groups, including from Darfur, and Sudan’s rul-
ing body, which took power after Bashir’s
ouster and arrest. Three of his aides, including
former defense and interior ministers, are also
to be handed over to the court, although a
timeframe has not yet been announced. “If
Bashir and his aides are not handed to the ICC,
peace will never find its way to Darfur,” said
Hassan Issac, another Darfuri living in Kalma.
Hassan Isaac Mohamed, a 72-year-old Darfuri,
said he felt “relief” in the wake of a war that
had decimated his family, killing his father and
two brothers.  

Government spokesman Faisal Mohamed
told reporters on Wednesday that “details of
how Bashir and others will be presented in
front of the ICC will be discussed with the ICC
and armed groups”. Rights groups such as
Amnesty International are pressing for a swift
handover of the toppled strongman.

Since its creation in August, Sudan’s tran-
sitional government has been pushing to forge
a peace settlement with rebel groups and to
end conflicts across the country. It has prom-
ised accountability and kept Bashir in
Khartoum’s Kober prison on a string of
charges including corruption. — AFP

Former Sudanese President Omar Al-Bashir

TEHRAN: Iranian President Hassan Rouhani speaks during a news conference in the
capital Tehran yesterday. — AFP 



Monday, February 17, 2020

8
I n t e r n a t i o n a l

Woman arrested over 
sex tape that sank ally 
of France’s president
PARIS: French police have arrested the girlfriend of a
Russian activist who released a sex video of a prominent
ally of French President Emmanuel Macron, prosecutors
said yesterday. Pyotr Pavlensky’s girlfriend was arrested
on Saturday evening on charges of invasion of privacy and
publishing images of a sexual nature without consent, the
Paris prosecutor’s office said.

Her arrest stemmed from the release by Pavlensky, a
protest artist best known before now for nailing his scro-
tum to Red Square in Moscow, of a video of a man mas-
turbating accompanied by screengrabs of racy text mes-
sages sent to a woman. Pavlensky claimed the messages
were sent by former government spokesman Benjamin
Griveaux, who was the candidate of the ruling Republic
on the Move party (LREM) for Paris mayor in next
month’s municipal elections. His girlfriend, who was not
named by investigators, is suspected of having received
the video. Griveaux dropped out of the race on Friday in
the wake of the video’s release, saying he wanted to pro-
tect his family. Pavlensky, who claimed political asylum in
France in 2017, was detained on Saturday. Investigators
said his arrest was over a fight at a Paris apartment on
December 31 in which two guests apparently suffered
stab wounds and he is accused of wielding a knife.
However, they may also question him over the sex tape.

‘Family values’    
On Friday, Pavlensky told AFP on Friday that he had

posted the footage online in order to expose the
“hypocrisy” of 42-year-old Griveaux and planned to post
more material on a newly created “political porn plat-
form”. Griveaux “is someone who constantly brings up
family values, who says he wants to be the mayor of fami-
lies and always cites his wife and children as an example.
But he is doing the opposite,” he told the Liberation daily.
Politicians from across the French spectrum took a differ-
ent view of the matter, however, calling the video an intol-
erable invasion of Griveaux’s privacy.

Macron’s LREM, which is poised for a drubbing in
the municipal elections according to opinion polls, has
been left scrambling to find another candidate to try
topple Paris Mayor Anne Hidalgo, a Socialist. Pavlensky
has a track record of causing outrage. His Red Square
protest made global headlines in 2013 and two years lat-
er doused the doors of the FSB secret police headquar-
ters with petrol and set them on fire. In October 2017, he
set fire to the offices of the Bank of France on Place
Bastille, site of the attack on an infamous prison at the
start of the French revolution in 1789 - later receiving a
jail sentence for the stunt. —AFP

LONDON: Britain will “turn off the tap” of foreign,
low-skilled labor and require all skilled workers wishing
to come to the country to have a job offer and meet
salary and language requirements as it sets post-Brexit
rules from next year. Britain formally left the European
Union at the end of January but a transition period is in
effect until Dec 31, during which time little changes. At
the moment, European Union citizens are able to move
freely between the member states, prompting some
Britons to vote for Brexit in the 2016 referendum in a
bid to bring down the number of people arriving in the
country.

“Our new immigration system will turn off the tap of
cheap, foreign low-skilled labor,” interior minister Priti
Patel wrote in The Sun on Sunday newspaper. “From
next year, all skilled workers will need to earn enough
points to work in the UK. They will need to speak
English, have a firm job offer, and meet the salary
requirements.” Patel said “overall numbers” would fall
under the plan.

Some opposition politicians have argued that
restrictions on immigration could harm public services
such as the National Health Service which in certain
areas relies on EU citizens who work as nurses and
doctors. The government said it would award additional
points to those working in sectors where there is a
skills shortage. London and Brussels will spend this
year negotiating the terms of a post-Brexit deal which
will come into force on Jan 1 with the battlelines already
drawn over how much Britain will diverge from EU
rules and regulations. 

Bloody Brexit talks battle
Meanwhile, France yesterday warned Britain to

expect a bitter, bloody battle in Brexit trade talks with
the EU, saying the two sides would “rip each other
apart”. Negotiations for a deal on future EU-UK rela-
tions are not due to start until next month, but London
and Brussels have already clashed over rules for British
financial firms’ access to the EU after Brexit. 

French Foreign Minister Jean-Yves le Drian said it
would be tough to achieve Britain’s aim of agreeing a
free trade deal by the end of the year, with the two
sides far apart on a range of issues. “I think that on
trade issues and the mechanism for future relations,
which we are going to start on, we are going to rip each
other apart,” Le Drian said at the Munich Security
Conference.

“But that is part of negotiations, everyone will
defend their own interests.” Britain formally left the EU
two weeks ago but still trades like a member under a
transition period ticking down to the end of this year.
The remaining 27 EU states are currently drawing up
their mandate for the talks on the future relationship,
with France in particular pushing for a strong stance,
notably on the vexed question of fishing.

France and several other countries want to be able
to keep fishing in British waters, while London wants
full autonomy and limited access for European fisher-
men. “Let’s hope the talks are done as quickly as possi-
ble, but there are a lot of issues and some difficult
points to deal with,” said Le Drian, who is from the
important French fishing region of Brittany. The bloc’s
chief negotiator Michel Barnier has said the EU’s top
priorities are fishing, security and maintaining fair trad-
ing conditions for European companies.

In a sign of the likely bruising exchanges ahead,
Barnier this week told London not to kid itself about

EU access for its prized financial services sector.
Barnier firmly rejected a British suggestion that City
of London companies could be given broad, perma-
nent access to EU markets without conditions.
Before the January 31 exit from the EU, Britain said it

wanted an ambitious and comprehensive accord with
the European bloc. But since then, Prime Minister
Boris Johnson’s government has dialed back, signal-
ing it is willing to accept trade friction in return for
sovereignty. —Agencies

France warns of bloody Brexit talks battle

UK post-Brexit rules to ‘turn off 
tap’ of low-skilled foreign labor

MUNICH: France’s President Emmanuel Macron (left) listens to the chairman of the Munich Security
Conference Wolfgang Ischinger during the 56th Munich Security Conference (MSC). Macron said France
was growing ‘impatient’ with the lack of German response to its push to strengthen the European Union
after Brexit.  —AFP

Merkel’s succession 
contender slams her
over slow EU revamp
MUNICH: A leading contender to succeed German
Chancellor Angela Merkel yesterday criticized her for
taking too long to respond to a French push to strength-
en the EU after Brexit. “I would like to apologize for the
German government,” Armin Laschet said, casting him-
self as strongly pro-EU as the race to find a new leader
for Merkel’s centre-right CDU party heats up. 

Macron has long called for an overhaul to the
European Union in response to Britain’s departure from
the bloc, including deeper integration in financial and
defense matters, and has repeatedly urged Berlin to
champion the reforms with him. “I would have liked a
more engaged and faster answer to Macron, and a dia-
logue with him,” Laschet, the premier of Germany’s
North Rhine-Westphalia state, said at the Munich
Security Conference. Speaking at the same gathering a
day earlier, Macron said he was “impatient” at
Germany’s reluctance to take up his offer to jointly
spearhead EU reforms.

Laschet said Merkel’s government, an alliance
between her conservative bloc and the centre-left SPD,
had not lived up to the promise enshrined in their 2018
coalition agreement to create a “fresh start” for Europe.
“We’ve not seen much of that in the past two years,”
Laschet said. Looking ahead to Germany’s six-month
EU presidency starting in July, he said there was an
opportunity for “a new momentum” on European issues. 

Brexit, the migration crisis and other immediate chal-
lenges had made it difficult in recent times to focus on
“big European visions”, Laschet said. “But now I think

we are going to need them again.”  Veteran chancellor
Merkel is slated to retire from politics when her fourth
term ends next year. Her preferred successor, Defense
Minister Annegret Kramp-Karrenbauer, recently
stepped down as CDU leader and announced she was
giving up her leadership ambitions, throwing the race to
the chancellery wide open.

Laschet, seen as a compromise figure between the
CDU’s more conservative and centrist wings, has been

tipped as one of three possible contenders to become
the party’s new leader and chancellor candidate in the
next election. But the 58-year-old refused to confirm in
Munich that he had his eye on the top job. Asked
whether he saw his future in Duesseldorf, the capital
state of North Rhine-Westphalia, or Berlin, he replied:
“Aachen”. The German city was the ancient centre of
the empire of Charlemagne, credited with inspiring the
European project. —AFP

MUNICH: The co-leader of Germany’s Green party Annalena Baerbock (right) and North Rhine-Westphalia’s State
Premier Armin Laschet attend a panel discussion during the 56th Munich Security Conference (MSC) in Munich
yesterday. —AFP

LINDRIDGE: An empty coach sits abandoned in flood water after the River Teme
burst its banks near Lindridge, western England yesterday after Storm Dennis
caused flooding across large swathes of Britain.  —AFP

Smartphone voting 
stirs interest-and 
security fears
WASHINGTON: West Virginia’s disabled residents
and overseas military personnel will be able to vote
by smartphone in the US presidential election this
year, the latest development in a push to make ballot-
ing more accessible despite persistent security fears.
Rising interest in electronic voting has heightened
concerns among security experts who fear these sys-
tems are vulnerable to hacking and manipulation that
could undermine confidence in election results. 

Overseas service members from West Virginia
f i rst  voted by smartphone in  2018 with the
blockchain-powered mobile application Voatz, which
is now being tested in some elections in Colorado,
Utah, Oregon and Washington state. West Virginia

recently expanded the program to people with
physical disabilities.

A report released Thursday by Massachusetts
Institute of Technology researchers uncovered Voatz
“vulnerabilities” which could allow votes to be altered
and potentially allow an attacker to recover a user’s
secret ballot. Voatz called the study “flawed” and said
its app has been updated 27 times from the version
used by researchers. MIT researchers Michael
Specter, James Koppel and Daniel Weitzner on Friday
stood by their findings, saying they used recent ver-
sions of the app. The researchers said that amid the
uncertainty, election officials should “abandon the
app for immediate use.”

Backers of mobile voting argue it is more effi-
cient, and can improve accessibility for deployed
troops, the elderly and other people who can’t get to
polling stations. Former presidential candidate
Andrew Yang endorsed the idea, saying, “Americans
should be able to vote via their mobile device, with
verification done via blockchain.” Critics however
call for caution in light of an array of cybersecurity

worries and a fiasco in Iowa over a mobile app that
was used for vote tabulation, but could have been
adapted for individual ballots.

While internet voting has been implemented in
parts of the world, notably in Estonia, security is still
a key concern, and that goes double for smartphone
voting, say researchers. “Internet voting can’t be
secured by any known technology,” said Andrew
Appel, a Princeton University computer science pro-
fessor and member of a National Academy of
Sciences panel which produced a 2018 report,
“Securing the Vote,” that recommends against inter-
net voting.

A key hurdle for online voting, including with
smartphones, is ensuring ballots are secret while at
the same time verifying the voter’s identity and secur-
ing the ballot against tampering. Appel noted that
while many people are used to handling sensitive
transactions like banking on a smartphone, the secu-
rity risks of voting are unique. The 2018 report, Appel
noted, recommends the use of “human-readable”
paper ballots which can be audited. —AFP

MILAN: A person shows an App that will allow to vote for a refer-
endum in Italy’s northern region of Lombardy. West Virginia’s
disabled residents and overseas military personnel will be able
to vote by smartphone in the US presidential election this year,
the latest development in a push to make balloting more acces-
sible despite persistent security fears. —AFP

Man dies as Storm 
Dennis hits UK
LONDON: A man died after falling into a river
yesterday as Storm Dennis swept across
Britain with the army drafted in to help deal
with heavy flooding and high winds. The man
fell into the River Tawe, in south Wales, police
said. “A male has fallen into the river at
#Ystradgynlais at approximately 10am this
morning and has sadly be found deceased fur-
ther along the river in the Tebanos area,”
Dyfed Powys Police said in a tweet.

The government weather agency earlier
issued a rare red warning for the area, saying
there was a risk of “significant impacts from
flooding” that included a “danger to life from
fast flowing water, extensive flooding to prop-
erty and road closures”.  A record 594 flood
warnings and alerts were in place yesterday,

extending from Scotland’s River Tweed to
Cornwall in southwest England. Winds of over
150 km per hour were recorded in Aberdaron,
south Wales.

Pictures circulated on social media
showed the nearby River Taff bursting its
banks, while rescue workers rushed to get
people trapped in their homes in Powys to
safety. “The forecast is for very significant
levels of rain, especially in the eastern valleys
of South Wales,” said Jeremy Parr, from gov-
ernment body Natural Resources Wales.
“Impacts could be severe overnight, and
everyone should take the warnings extremely
seriously,” he added.

Police declared major incidents in parts of
Wales and England, with landslides also
reported. “Some communities have been cut-
off..., but emergency service workers are
working tirelessly to put measures in place to
ensure the safety of residents,” South Wales
Police said in a statement. —AFP
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Bangladesh’s crab 
farmers feel pinch; 
virus halts exports
DHAKA: Thousands of tons of
Bangladesh crabs earmarked for Chinese
dining tables are being left to rot
because the coronavirus has halted
exports. The Bangladesh crab industry-
which involves some 500,000 mostly
poor farmers-is facing its worst-ever
crisis as some 90 percent of all crabs
from the $30-million market are export-
ed to China.

Farmers told AFP not a single ship-
ment of crabs was flown to China since
exports were halted in the last week of
January. That period is usually the
busiest of the year because of the Lunar
New Year, where Chinese families have
lavish banquets. Many farmers had bor-
rowed from banks and money lenders at
high interest rates to boost stocks ahead

of the Lunar New Year.
“My stock is 70 percent damaged

and if I cannot move the rest in a day,
those (the rest) will die too,” Bidyut
Ghosh, a crab farmer from the south-
western town of Paikgacha said. The
crabs are harvested live and can survive
for up to 10 days in the right conditions,
but once taken from their ponds they
can’t be returned without losing quality
and condition.

Crab trader Ranjit Mondol-from in
the coastal district of Bagerhat where
some 12,000 tons or 72 million crabs
were produced last year-said prices
usually doubled or tripled at this time of
the year.

“I have lost over 12 tonnes of live
crabs in the past week. That was worth
at least $420,000,” Mondol he told AFP
as he broke down in tears, adding that he
had taken out a big loan. “Now I don’t
know how would I even pay my debts.
Perhaps I will end up in jail.” Mondol is
among thousands who switched to crab
farming as their paddy fields turned bar-

ren as climate change increased soil
salinity. “The Chinese ban... will shatter

many farmers and send them back into
poverty,” Mondol said. —AFP

KHULNA: Workers remove crabs from a pond at a crab farm in Khulna. Thousands
of tons of Bangladesh crabs earmarked for Chinese dining tables are being left to
rot because the coronavirus has halted exports.  —AFP

Kim Jong Un makes  
first appearance in 
weeks; coronavirus 
rages next door
SEOUL: North Korea’s Kim Jong Un marked the birth
anniversary of the country’s former leader yesterday, in
his first reported public appearance in over three
weeks as a deadly coronavirus rages in neighboring
China. Kim “paid high tribute” to his father Kim Jong Il
at the Kumsusan Palace of the Sun in Pyongyang that
holds the embalmed bodies of his father and grandfa-
ther, the official Rodong Sinmun newspaper reported.

The COVID-19, which originated in China and has
killed more than 1,600 people, has alarmed the North,
prompting it to close its borders and suspend all flights
and trains to and from its giant neighbor and most
important ally. Pyongyang has said nothing about cases
in the North, but it has stopped international tourism
and extended the quarantine period to 30 days for
those suspected of carrying the virus, including for-
eigners. State media has carried photos of mask-wear-
ing officials holding emergency meetings as well as
images of workers disinfecting public places including
hospitals, schools, railway stations and hair salons.

The appearance is Kim’s first in 22 days after he

attended Lunar New Year festivities then disappeared
from the public eye amid global concern over the coro-
navirus outbreak. The North has poor medical infra-
structure and a chronic shortage of medicines and has
taken similar action in the past-it banned tourists for
more than four months from October 2014 to keep out
the Ebola virus, even though no cases had been report-
ed in Asia.

At Mansu hill in Pyongyang on Sunday, a steady
stream of North Koreans lined up to pay their own
respects, placing flowers at the feet of the giant bronze
statues of Kim Jong Il and Kim Il Sung, the country’s
founder. The anniversaries of the births and deaths of
the two elder Kims are major holidays on the North
Korean calendar, with February 16 celebrated as the
Day of the Shining Star. —AFP

PYONGYANG: North Korean leader Kim Jong Un (center) visits his father and former leader Kim Jong Il’s mau-
soleum at the Kumsusan Palace of the Sun to mark his birthday in Pyongyang.  —AFP

Indian women facing 
sedition charges over 
school play get bail
NEW DELHI: Two women held for two weeks by
Indian police on sedition charges over a school play
which allegedly criticized a contentious citizenship law
have been granted bail, officials said yesterday. Teacher
Fareeda Begum, 50, and parent Nazbunnisa, 36, were
arrested on January 30 for helping the children stage
the play at Shaheen Public School in Karnataka state.

The play depicted a worried family talking about how
they feared the government would ask millions of
Muslims to prove their nationality or be expelled from
India. They were detained under a British colonial-era
law after a member of Prime Minister Narendra Modi’s
party claimed the children insulted the Hindu-nationalist

leader in the play. India has been gripped by widespread
street demonstrations against the law that grants citizen-
ship to religious groups from three neighboring coun-
tries, but excludes Muslims. Nearly 30 people died in the
months-long protests, including two in Karnataka, which
is ruled by Modi’s Bharatiya Janata Party. The women
were denied bail multiple times before a court set them
free late Saturday on a personal bond of $1,400 each.
“The accused have been released on bail but we will con-
tinue with our investigations,” an officer told AFP. Officers
visited the school at least five times to quiz children about
the play and gather evidence against the accused.

Critics accuse the police of misusing the law amid a
public outcry and several protests after videos showing
officers interrogating the children-aged between nine
and 11 years-went viral on social media. The citizenship
law, combined with a mooted national register of citi-
zens, has stoked fears that India’s 200 million Muslims
will be marginalized. The British-era sedition law enacted
in 1860 carries a maximum penalty of life in prison.
Prosecutions are rare but it has frequently been used

against critics of the government of the day. Activists say
authorities use it to stifle dissent. —AFP

LUANG PRABANG: Elephant parks unvisited, curios at
markets unsold as tuk-tuks sit idle: Southeast Asia is
facing billions of dollars in losses from a collapse in
Chinese tourism since the outbreak of a deadly new
coronavirus. From Luang Prabang in northern Laos to
Pattaya in Thailand, Hoi An in Vietnam and the
Cambodian casino town of Sihanoukville, takings have
plummeted as Chinese travelers find themselves subject
to a host of restrictions at home and abroad.

“We haven’t had any Chinese for 10 days since they
closed the road from Yunnan,” says Ong Tau, 47, from
behind her stall of fruit shakes in the temple-studded
Laotian colonial town of Luang Prabang. “Business is
down 20-30 percent... it will get worse.” Tour guides,
mall workers and restaurant staff are all feeling the burn
as Chinese - the world’s biggest travelers - stay at
home in the middle of a global health crisis.

“My friend has lost four or five big tour groups...
they would have paid for his low season,” said Tee, a
guide in Luang Prabang, giving only one name in the
tightly-controlled communist country, a mass of tuk-
tuks standing idle behind him. But in one of Southeast
Asia’s least well-resourced countries, there may be one
bright side to the sudden economic pain. “We don’t
know how to protect ourselves,” he added. “The gov-
ernment doesn’t tell people anything... so maybe less
Chinese is a good thing for now.”

Loans and job losses 
The slump is being felt sharply in Thailand, where

tourism authorities say arrivals from China - usually
close to one million a month - have plunged by 90 per-
cent so far this February. At the Chang Siam Elephant
Park in Pattaya, a few hours south of Bangkok, owner
Nantakorn Phatnamrob fears he will soon be pressed
into debt to float a business which has lost nearly
$65,000 since the outbreak.

“People are afraid to visit,” he said. “If it stays like
this, I will have to get a loan from the bank.” Crocodile
farms and tiger sanctuaries - controversial tourist bea-
cons where visitors can pet the animals - are also
deserted, leaving owners to feed expensive star attrac-
tions. The outbreak has also spooked western tourists
at the height of peak season in what has already been a
tough period for Thai tourism thanks to a strong baht.

Thailand anticipates shedding five million tourists
this year, taking with them “250 billion baht (over $8
billion) in revenue”, according to Don Nakornthab,
director of economic policy at Bank of Thailand. “Our
hopes that the economy will do better than last year are
very low... it’s possible it could grow below 2 percent,”
he added. That will spell bad news for the untold num-
ber of Thais working in the tourism sector. Ma Mya, 22,
who sells trinkets in Pattaya, says she may soon have to
return to her home in northern Thailand. “There’s no
more profit - everything has gone bad.”

Things can only get better 
With so much riding on the seasonal influx, some

Mekong countries are desperate not to deter those
Chinese still travelling. Thailand offers visa on arrival for
Chinese tourists despite having one of the highest numbers
of confirmed infections - 34 - outside of the mainland. At
least two of those cases were Thais who contracted the
virus after driving infected Chinese passengers, raising
fears that the economy was taking priority over tackling
the health crisis. For staunch Beijing ally Cambodia,
where only one case of the virus has been confirmed so
far despite a large Chinese presence, strongman leader
Hun Sen has repeatedly played down the risk to his
country. Still, Cambodian tourism is taking a hammering.
Ticket sales at the famed Angkor temple complex in
Siem Reap have fallen between 30 and 40 percent this
year, while in Sihanoukville, a southern beach resort

notorious for its casinos, the tourist take has shriveled.
“I used to make $100 a day,” said Chantha Reak, a

ride-hailing driver. “Now it’s $10.” Businesses are pray-
ing for a bounce back if and when the virus is con-
trolled. With 10 million Chinese visitors each year,

Thailand hopes the pain will ease in a few months.
Regular visitor Yen Ran, 25, from Chengdu, came to
Pattaya despite the health warnings. “I am a little con-
cerned how other countries perceive us,” she told AFP.
“But when there’s a cure, things will get better.” —AFP

Southeast Asia faces billions of dollars in losses

Southeast Asia feels the burn;
virus keeps tourists at home

LUANG PRABANG: Patrons have a drink at a restaurant in the main tourist market in Luang Prabang.
Elephant parks unvisited, curios at markets unsold as tuk-tuks sit idle; the Mekong is absorbing billions
of dollars of losses from a collapse in Chinese tourism since the outbreak of the deadly COVID-19 novel
coronavirus. —AFP 

NAGAON: Muslim women hold placards during a protest
against India’s new citizenship law in Nagaon district of
Assam yesterday. —AFP

News in brief

Libya situation ‘deeply troubling’

MUNICH: The situation in wartorn Libya is “deeply
troubling”, a United Nations representative said
yesterday, warning that a fragile truce was hanging
“by a thread” as daily life in the North African
country worsens. Speaking after talks with foreign
ministers in the German city of Munich, the UN’s
deputy special representative to Libya Stephanie
Williams said that over 150 violations had been
reported since last month’s ceasefire was agreed.
She also slammed the ongoing breaches of a much-
abused UN weapons embargo, even after foreign
countries agreed in January to stop meddling in a
conflict that has dragged in major regional rivals.
“The situation on the ground remains deeply trou-
bling. The truce is holding only by a thread,”
Williams said on the sidelines of the Munich
Security Conference. “It is the Libyan people that
continue to suffer the most. The economic situation
continues to deteriorate, exacerbated by the oil
blockade.” —AFP 

Homeless drug users killed

KABUL: Gunmen shot dead nine homeless drug
users in the Afghan capital, officials said yester-
day, shining a light on chronic drug abuse in the
world’s biggest producer of opium but a rare inci-
dent of apparently coordinated violence against
addicts. The motive for the Saturday night attack
by the unidentified gunmen in Kabul was not
known and police said they were investigating.
The men had been sleeping in an open area and a
forensic examination had shown they were drug
users. “The shooting took place at the side of the
Qrough mountain,” a spokesman for Kabul police,
Ferdaus Faramarz, told Reuters. There are an esti-
mated 2.5 million drug users in Afghanistan, the
Ministry of Public Health says, with most thought
to addicted to heroin made from opium poppies
grown in Afghanistan. Some 20,000 drug users
are homeless, with half that number in Kabul, at
times straining relations with residents of some
communities. —Reuters

Gang kills at least 30 

MAIDUGURI: An armed gang on motorbikes
killed at least 30 people in attacks on two villages
in the northwestern Nigerian state of Katsina,
police said yesterday. Twenty-one people were
burnt to death and nine villagers were shot dead
on Friday evening in the villages if Dankar and
Tsauwa as the assailants made off with food and
livestock, the police said. Hundreds of people have
been killed in the northwest of Nigeria since last
year, in attacks the government attributes to ban-
dits - a loose term for gangs of outlaws carrying
out robberies and kidnappings. Police commis-
sioner Sanusi Buba confirmed the death toll and
said that police and military teams had been
deployed to the village, adding that an investiga-
tion is under way. Security experts say Nigeria
can ill afford more instability as it is already strug-
gling to contain Islamist insurgencies in the north-
east, conflict in central states and militant groups
in the Niger Delta to the southeast. —AFP
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Just under a year ago, Alice Posha fled her home in the
middle of the night and then watched as it was swept
away by floods. The torrential rain came from Cyclone

Idai, one of the worst storms ever to hit Africa and the
fiercest on record to strike Buhera, a district in the usually
arid province of Manicaland in eastern Zimbabwe. Today,
the scene in Buhera is entirely different. But the misery
remains. The 60-year-old, who was rehoused in October,
is going through the motions of weeding a field of maize
that has been withered by the worst drought in 35 years. 

A little rain for her corn would be more than welcome.
“Seeing how the maize is wilting, we may have a very bad
harvest,” she said. It is a scene that is being played out
across southern Africa, where chronic lack of rain is
threatening mass hunger and ruin. Climate is being fin-
gered as the big culprit. In the space of 10 months, Buhera
and many districts like it have been hammered by
extremes that scientists say are consistent with forecasts
about climate change.

In March 2019, the arrival of Idai unleashed devastation
on eastern Zimbabwe and its neighbors Mozambique and
Malawi. Over a thousand people died and the lives of mil-
lions of others were badly affected. “Our chickens and
turkeys were swept away,” said Posha’s sister-in-law,
Josephine Ganye, who now depends on food aid. She is
among the 45 million people in southern Africa that the
UN has said are threatened by famine.

Its World Food Program (WFP) sent out a stark warning
last month. “This hunger crisis is on a scale we’ve not seen
before and the evidence shows it’s going to get worse,”
said Lola Castro, WFP’s regional director in southern
Africa. For the past five years, the entire southern tip of the
African continent, where average temperatures are rising
twice as fast as the global mean, has suffered from a signifi-
cant lack of rain. Every farmer, big or small, has been
affected as well as breeders, hoteliers and teachers. 

Prayers for rain 
In Zimbabwe, the drought has added to a long list of

crises, from stratospheric inflation to shortages of cash,
petrol, medicines, water and electricity. For many, daily life
has become a nightmare. “Almost everybody in my area is
food insecure,” said 68-year-old Janson Neshava, who is a
headman, or senior leader, in Buhera. “We still do the tra-
ditional rain ceremonies, but to no avail. Even the wetlands
are now dry and streams that used to flow throughout the
year are all dry.”

The WFP says that 60 percent of Zimbabwe’s 15 million
people are currently food insecure. According to Patience
Dhinda, a local official, this figure hits 80 percent in
Buhera where the grain depot, which should house the
state food aid, stands empty. A year ago, the crops in

Buhera had already suffered from drought before being
washed away by Idai. This year they risk being burned to a
crisp by the relentless sun. 

One meal a day 
Around 800 km further west, across the border in

Zambia, first impressions suggest that the contrast is star-
tling. The grass is tall, the roads muddy and the fields of
maize are a vibrant, healthy green. In the village of
Simumbwe, an hour and a half’s drive south on a dusty
road from Kalomo in the southwest of the country, the
rains arrived in late December. But in the shade of the
majestic trees, seated on the red earth, perched in the
branches or on oxcarts, hundreds of people wait patiently
for food to be distributed by an NGO, World Vision, and
the WFP. Last year, the harvest was catastrophic for the
second year running with up to 70 percent of the crops
lost to the drought. “Last year, I harvested 18 kilos of food.
In other words, nothing,” said Loveness Haneumba, mother
of five and a “happy” beneficiary of aid in Simumbwe. “It is
common that we eat once a day. The children ask me:
‘what are we going to eat?’ I answer: ‘Just wait. Let me
look around’.” It is a question of buying time. For several
years, the rainy season has been getting later and shorter,
upsetting the traditional farming cycle. It used to be from
October to May; now it is barely from December to April.

Most vulnerable 
“The food we have here is not enough to cater for

everyone,” said Derick Mulilo, the World Vision food mon-
itor in the yard of the school in Simumbwe. “We are focus-
ing on the most vulnerable.” He meant people like
Loveness Haneumba and her stunted children. Her six-
year-old daughter looked four and her four-year-old had
the appearance of a two-year-old toddler. Lizzy Kayoba,
another mother of a large family, also featured on the list
of beneficiaries. She had walked five hours during the
night, her youngest on her back, to arrive at dawn for the
food handout.

She left with 25 kilos of maize and 7.6 kilos of beans. “It
will last me one or two weeks,” she said. The next distribu-
tion at the school is a month away. A teacher, Teddy
Siafweba, said about 15 children in his class were absent
that day because of hunger. In the classroom next door,
about 30 were missing - nearly half of the roll call of 70.
And those who came often have an empty stomach. Some
nod off in class, said another teacher, Tryness Kayuni. 

The 33-year-old watched the handout with a heavy
heart. She was not one of the 862 beneficiaries. A single
mother, Kayuni was not considered a priority as she had a
job. And yet she had not been paid since September. Since
then she had been holding out on one meal a day. “How do

I survive?” she said. “I ask my colleagues if they can help
me with some food.”

Adapt to survive
Funding is desperately needed to meet the needs of the

2.3 million people in Zambia who sorely need food. The
WFP has received only a third of the $36 million required.
Desperate times are prompting desperate - and corrupt -
measures. Thieves steal food supplies and unscrupulous
men promise to put women’s names on the food list in
exchange for unprotected sex.

That is not something that worried single mother Imelda
Hicoombolwa, 49, who for the last three years has been one
of a number of small farmers who gambled on agricultural
diversification, opting for nutritious vegetables and using
techniques adapted to climate change. “Food is not a prob-
lem. I have it,” she beamed. Before 2017, Hicoombolwa cul-
tivated almost only maize. Today, she harvests cowpeas,
which need very little water, as well as peanuts, pumpkins
and sunflowers. “I can make 18,000 kwacha ($1,222) a year.
Before, I was making 8,000 kwacha a year,” she said.
“Before, the children were missing school because I could
not always pay the tuition fees. Not anymore.”

One big change is that Hicoombolwa no longer rush-
es to sow from the first rains. The farmers have learned
to wait. In the recent past it was a different story,
according to Allan Mulando of WFP. “Once they see a
drop they plant instead of waiting for the moisture to be
good enough,” he said. “At the end of the day, they lose
everything.” Rain gauges have helped to change that
attitude. As part of a joint program launched in 2015 by
the UN agency and the Zambian government, 165 rain
gauges were distributed to farmers in the Zambian dis-
tricts most affected by the drought. They have enabled
the villagers to read the conditions and plant at the
most propitious moment.

Mulando says the rule of thumb is not to plant anything
below 20 to 25 mm of rain and to choose seeds that fit the
weather forecast. If a short rainy season is expected, for
instance, choose seeds that will germinate quickly. “If I had
had access to this knowledge earlier, I would be relatively
rich,” said Godfrey Hapaka, a farmer.  “I would have a
decent car and my kids would not have missed school.”

Next to his modest house surrounded by flourishing
maize fields, a rain gauge was planted in an enclosure, its
value underlined by a brand new screen put in place to
protect it. As soon as it rains, Hapaka, 58, checks the
gauge and passes on the rainfall level to his neighbors.
Sadly, the message is often ignored. Hapaka said some of
them are “reluctant” to use the information. “They follow
their parents and grandparents,” he said. “They are stuck
in the past.” — AFP

Hunger stalks southern Africa amid climate crisis 

Master of false news 
gives rightwingers 
headlines they believe

Christopher Blair produces false stories he insists
are easily identifiable as satire rather than news.
His pages can rack up millions of views, and at

least part of that audience believes the material is true.
Blair, 48, runs eight websites and five Facebook pages
from his home in the northeastern US state of Maine. He
says the claims his articles make are “ridiculous”, such as
that President Donald Trump’s current term could be
extended by three years.

But his content is widely shared by people who take it
as fact, contributing to the spread of false information
online. Blair - a self-described “liberal troll” and political
activist - says he knows what to write for his right-wing
“target audience” through years of “being embedded in
their world”. He does not hold that audience in high
regard. “They live on... fear and hate and misinformation
and very specific storylines that everybody knows aren’t
true except for them,” he told AFP. His content is rife with
disclaimers: Satire. Fake news fact-check. Nothing on this
page is real. If someone clicks through to Blair’s articles,
instead of instantly sharing them based on a headline, the
warnings are visible. But often, it appears that people do
not. Asked why people believe and share the articles,
Blair answers: “Confirmation bias.”

“These people are told that they’re sharing satire, and
it doesn’t matter,” he says. “The truth is no longer impor-
tant to them. All they care about is holding on to their
hate and fear.” The spread of false information is a signif-

icant problem in the run-up to the 2020 US elections, but
Blair says his readers’ minds are already made up, and
that his content is “not going to impact the vote.”

‘Hate-filled lies’ 
Blair says he previously tried to debate conservatives

online, with little success. “You just get called names and
told that you hate America,” he says. So he turned to his
current approach. It started out as “trolling for a good
laugh,” but evolved into an effort to “to teach the truth to
those who are otherwise unteachable”. “The people who
share our content don’t care about the truth. They share
500 things a day, most of which are hate-filled lies. When
they share something of ours, there’s a chance at
accountability,” he says.

According to Blair, this takes the form of “a group of a
couple hundred trolls” who “patrol the pages,” make sure
there is “accountability for the people commenting” and
tell people they are sharing satire. “These people, they
absolutely do not respond to logic and reason, but they
do respond to shame if they’re embarrassed by what
they’ve done, by the fact that they’ve shared” it, he says.

Not everyone agrees that approach is helpful, or
harmless. “This type of content has a pervasive and erod-
ing effect on our shared set of facts, and without that, it’s
hard to remain a society that can come together and
make collective decisions,” says Graham Brookie, direc-
tor of the Atlantic Council’s Digital Forensic Research
Lab, which focuses on identifying and exposing disinfor-
mation. Of Blair’s tactics, Brookie says: “It is a pretty big
assumption and risk when much of the audience shares
based on headlines and even a highly engaged minority
of his audience starts to believe him.”

‘I sleep just fine’ 
Blair started “America’s Last Line of Defense” - which

now has two regular contributors in addition to him - in

2016. He was a political blogger at the time, after previ-
ously working in home remodeling. He earns ad revenue
from what has become a network of sites - which he says
had 26 million pages views in 2019 — but declined to
specify how much. “Do I make money from it? Sure,” he
says. “Am I getting rich and making $300,000 a year?
No. It’s a full-time job.” Enough sites steal and repost
Blair’s articles without the original satire disclaimers that
he now has a system set up with a fact-checker to identi-
fy and report them - another opportunity for accounta-
bility, he says. The process can eventually lead to those
copying the content losing their ability to go viral.
Despite the contentious nature of the product, he says
there are lines he will not cross, such as saying that the
day of an election was changed. Blair - who has been
dubbed the “godfather of fake news” - has pulled several
articles, including one that said the brother of
Democratic congresswoman Ilhan Omar, who is Muslim,
was a “9/11 terrorist, or something like that”. — AFP

Chinese businesses 
in faraway Namibia 
feeling virus fear

Namibia should by rights feel little concern
about the coronavirus outbreak given that the
sparsely-populated desert country is 12,000

km from China and without a single confirmed case.
But like many countries on the continent, the southern
African nation hosts a big Chinese retail business com-
munity with close links to home. And as the fear of
infection spreads, businesses are taking things into
their own hands.

A notice in Chinese and English taped to an alumini-
um shutter on a Chinese-owned shop in Windhoek’s
Chinatown spells it out: Any merchant returning to
Namibia from China “must be quarantined for 14 days
and keep the shop closed for that period”, state the
typed instructions signed by the Chinatown manage-
ment. Many shop owners who travelled to China for the
year-end break have opted to stay put instead of
returning to Windhoek’s Chinatown, a vast complex of
nearly 200 retail, wholesale, food and electronics out-
lets in the northern industrial district of the capital.

Not coming back 
In one block of 90 shops, 20 stores have not re-

opened. The Chinese community, their embassy and
Chinese Chamber of Commerce are trying their “very
best to prevent people from returning from China to
Namibia ... during this period,” said Brian Lee, a busi-
nessman. For those who travel nonetheless “we have
already set up a quarantine place outside of Windhoek”
where they will be kept until cleared of the virus, but
nobody has been taken there yet. “I think everybody is
panicking, not just Namibians, also the Chinese commu-
nity here is panicking as well,” said Lee.

Chinatown is usually teeming with shoppers, but not
on this Friday afternoon. Shop owner Miang Li points to
people’s fear of contracting the virus from the Chinese
as a reason for the dropping footfall, although he says
mid-month blues - due to low funds between pay
cheques - may also be to blame. “People who come
here shout, ‘coronavirus, coronavirus’,” he told AFP at
his clothes store.

Li said inventories are dwindling because owners
would rather not travel to China for their usual re-
stock runs, instead clearing last year’s stock at marked
down prices. “Many of us here only go back in
February or March for stock, now it is dangerous to go
and come back,” he said. “If you go now, you don’t
know if this country wil l  let you come back.”
Chinatown caters to retail shoppers but also sells bulk
to online and bricks-and-mortar boutiques in other
parts of Namibia. “Clients from Walvis Bay,
Swakopmund and Oshakati are not coming for now
because we only have old stock,” said the 52-year-old
who has worked in Namibia for nine years. To make
matters worse, some local staff are reluctant to contin-
ue working for the Chinese.

Not worth it 
Shop attendant Matilda Ndinoshisho, 28, said a

workmate had stopped showing up. “Her uncle and
aunt told her the Chinese bosses will give her the virus
that is kill ing all the Chinese and that a N$800
(US$54) salary is not worth losing her life or infecting
the rest of them in the house,” and so she quit, said
Ndinoshisho. Namibia has had only one suspected
case of coronavirus which turned out to be a false
alarm. Health Minister Kalumbi Shangula said the gov-
ernment had medics screening visitors at all entry
points into the country.

“Every passenger who is coming into Namibia,
whether from China or from any other country in the
world, is subjected to a thorough screening,” the minis-
ter told AFP. “If anybody displays symptoms of being
infected with the virus, that person is isolated immedi-
ately and monitored.” Now known by its official desig-
nation COVID-19, the virus emerged in central China at
the end of last year and has spread across the world. It
has killed more than 1,600 people and sickened 68,000
in China. — AFP 

Headman Janson Neshava sits on a chair under a tree after an interview in Buhera on Jan 29, 2020. — AFP 

An AFP journalist looks at websites that are part of
Christopher Blair’s “America’s Last Line of Defense” net-
work in Washington on Feb 13, 2020. — AFP 

Business owner Brian Lee (left) talks to another business own-
er in the Chinatown area in Windhoek on Feb 14, 2020. — AFP 



SINGAPORE: Solar panels on the roof of the Changi Exhibition centre, where the Singapore Airshow is being held, in Singapore. —AFP
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SINGAPORE: From an emissions-reducing
model jet that looks like something from a
sci-fi movie to electric aircraft and sustain-
able fuel, the aviation industry is ramping up
efforts to go green as consumer pressure
grows.

In an era when teen climate activist
Greta Thunberg opts to travel on an eco-
friendly boat and “flight-shaming” is all the
rage in her native Sweden, air travel’s repu-
tation has never looked as dire. Aviation
accounts for three percent of climate-dam-
aging carbon emissions globally, according
to the European Environment Agency, and
the world is experiencing record heat-
waves, wildfires and storm surges made
worse by rising seas.

“Sustainability” was the buzzword last
week in Singapore at Asia’s biggest air
show-which was powered by solar panels-
with manufacturers and airlines trying to
outdo one another on vows to become
more sustainable. Some environmentalists
however have criticized such pledges as
“greenwash”, PR stunts that will do little to
mitigate the damage caused by the vast

quantities of jet fuel burnt every year.
“Aviation is under significant pressure to
improve its sustainability image,” Paul
Stein, chief technology officer for engine
maker Rolls-Royce, told AFP.

Airlines are “working with us to find
pathways to increase the availability of
sustainable fuels, look at how electrifica-
tion can impact them... and also looking
to more and more efficient engines and
airframes”.

Cutting emissions 
The aviation industry has pledged to

reduce its net carbon emissions by 50 per-
cent by 2050 compared with 2005 levels,
and the British sector went further this
month with a vow to achieve net zero
emissions by the same date. At the
Singapore Airshow, European plane maker
Airbus unveiled a model of a futuristic new
jet that blends wings with body and has
two rear-mounted engines.

The demonstrator model’s sleek design
is meant to reduce aerodynamic drag, and
the manufacturer says it has the potential

to cut fuel consumption by up to 20 per-
cent compared to current single-aisle air-
craft. Dubbed Maveric, the 2.2-metre-long
(7.2-foot) model had its first test flight in
June last year.

Franco-Italian manufacturer ATR was
meanwhile keen to highlight that its turbo-
prop aircraft-popular for short hops, par-
ticularly in parts of Asia with poor infra-
structure-burns 40 percent less fuel com-
pared with a jet of the same size. “It is a
trade-off between fuel consumption and
speed,” ATR chief executive Stefano
Bortoli told AFP. “You can gain five, 10
minutes with a faster jet but in terms of
pollution, it is more damaging.”

Slow-moving solutions 
There have also been steps towards

producing electric planes. The world’s first
fully electric aircraft-designed by engi-
neering firm magniX-made its inaugural
test flight in December in Canada. 

Swiss company Smartflyer is developing
a hybrid-electric aircraft for four people
and is aiming for a maiden flight in 2022. As

well as reducing emissions, the aircraft is
less noisy and cheaper to operate due in
part to lower fuel costs. But Aldo
Montanari, the company’s head of avionics
and user interface, cautioned such projects
would not be quick.

“The pressure is quite big... and I think
the industry has understood but they need
time to react, they cannot do it in one
year,” he said. “It has to be safe.”Biofuels
are touted as a major route for the aviation
industry to cut carbon emissions, and sev-
eral airlines have in recent years operated
commercial flights using them. But prices
remain higher than regular fuel, and they
represent just a tiny proportion of jet fuel
used globally.

Despite the efforts, environmentalists
accuse the aviation industry of moving
too slowly as more evidence emerges of
the devastating impacts of climate change.
“It will take a long time for airlines to
become sustainable,” Dewi Zloch, climate
and energy campaigner with Greenpeace,
told AFP. “Technological solutions will
take decades.” —AFP

Flight of fancy? Aviation industry tries to go green
‘Sustainability’ the buzzword at Asia’s biggest air show in Singapore

Cloud computing: 
Invisible, versatile 
and highly profitable
SAN FRANCISCO: With each passing quarter, Amazon,
Microsoft and Google have been setting new records, while cloud
computing has become the invisible backbone supporting much of
our daily lives. Its potential to become an even bigger part of peo-
ple’s daily existence is sky-high.

Uses 
The rising popularity of the cloud has gone hand-in-hand with

that of 4G broadband technology and of smartphones: The com-
bined power of the network and of servers makes it possible for us
to listen to music, to watch videos, to work remotely, to post on
social media or to request a ride and watch it arrive, in real time,
on a smartphone map.

Companies and individuals can buy not just cloud-based stor-
age but also processing power, Internet services and software, all
of it situated not in one’s computer or smartphone but in huge
data centers.  There are now even cloud services for video games,
which require enormous amounts of data and extremely rapid
response times. 

“Cloud gaming,” as with other uses, lets users dispense with
expensive and fast-outdated equipment. 

Market 
Most big companies and institutions now access the cloud

either through their own private servers or as a client of a public
cloud provided by a company such as Amazon, Microsoft or
Google. These big providers offer an array of options, from simple
hosting to ultra-complete online services, with an a la carte menu
of tools and software, and with programs ensuring maintenance
and security.  

The public cloud can thus provide savings while also allowing
greater flexibility as users’ needs evolve.

In practice, many companies choose a hybrid approach, meld-
ing the lower cost, greater power and high adaptability of the
public cloud with the comforting security of a private cloud.
“Companies on average use about three different public-cloud
providers,” said Bob O’Donnell, president and chief analyst at
TECHnalysis Research.

While some companies grew up in the data world, he added,
“let’s not forget that lots of companies have been moving slowly
and cautiously; plenty of companies are just getting started.” In
2020, the market for the public cloud is expected to reach $266
billion, a 17 percent increase over 2019, according to Gartner
Consulting. 

And market research firm IDC (International Data
Corporation) predicts a near-doubling of the market by 2023, to
$500 billion. 

Players 
The 2006 launch of Amazon Web Services (AWS) gave the

online giant a huge lead over its competitors. Analysts put its cur-
rent share of the global public-cloud market at 30 to 50 percent.

AWS had 2019 revenues of $35 billion and claims millions of
users worldwide. It did suffer one setback last year: In October,
the Pentagon awarded a mega-contract worth $10 billion to
Microsoft, the second largest player in the market. Against a back-
drop of hostility between US President Donald Trump and
Amazon boss Jeff Bezos, the company is taking legal action in an
attempt to block the Microsoft contract.

A federal court on Thursday ordered the Pentagon to tem-
porarily halt its work with Microsoft while the matter is reviewed.
Microsoft, meanwhile, has not released precise figures on the suc-
cess of Azure, its public cloud, making comparisons difficult. But
the company’s cloud division has turned in Microsoft’s best per-
formances, quarter after quarter. 

Azure controls approximately 15 percent of the market.
Trailing it are Google Cloud and China’s Alibaba, each with a five
or six percent share.  For Google, the American leader in internet
research, the cloud is a growing priority: It showcases the compa-
ny’s capacity for very large-scale data analysis as well as the abili-
ty for users of the hybrid cloud or of multiple clouds to easily shift
data from one provider to another. Google Cloud took in $9 bil-
lion in 2019 (up 53 percent in a year).

Outlook 
All the providers strongly emphasize cybersecurity-their repu-

tations for protecting sensitive data are essential to their survival-
but also, and crucially, the capacity for automated machine learn-
ing to rapidly analyze and optimally use the mountains of data
being produced at every moment. The Pentagon’s mega-contract,
for example, is aimed at modernizing the computer systems of the
entire American military, to be managed with the help of artificial
intelligence. The contract also seeks to reduce environmental
costs, since sprawling data centers consume enormous amounts of
electricity to cool their servers. 

Meantime, 5G wireless technology and self-driving vehicles
will favor the development of so-called edge computing-locating
computing and storage capacity relatively close to their end users,
thereby improving response time. AWS has joined with Verizon,
and Microsoft with AT&T, in the race to make cloud technologies
more directly available to users. 

The goal is to process data collected by myriad connected
sensors (located in homes, factories, vehicles, etc.) in real time,
without having to pass through servers. Analysts say such “zero
latency” promises to open dazzling new possibilities.  —AFP 

This picture shows the logo of US online retail giant Amazon at
the distribution center in Moenchengladbach, western
Germany. —AFP

Coronavirus 
could damage 
global growth 
in 2020: IMF
WASHINGTON: The coronavirus epidemic
could damage global economic growth this year,
the IMF head said yesterday, but a sharp and
rapid economic rebound could follow. “There
may be a cut that we are still hoping would be in
the 0.1-0.2 percentage space,” the managing
director of the International Monetary Fund,
Kristalina Georgieva, told the Global Women’s
Forum in Dubai.

She said the full impact of the spreading dis-
ease that has already killed more than 1,600 peo-
ple would depend on how quickly it was con-
tained. “I advise everybody not to jump to pre-
mature conclusions. There is still a great deal of
uncertainty. We operate with scenarios, not yet
with projections, ask me in 10 days,” Georgieva
said. In i ts  January update to the World
Economic Outlook, the IMF lowered global eco-
nomic growth forecast in 2020 by a 0.1 percent-
age point to 3.3 percent, following a 2.9 percent
growth the previous year, the lowest in a decade.

Georgieva said it was “too early” to assess the
full impact of the epidemic but acknowledged
that it had already affected sectors such as
tourism and transportation.

“It is too early to say because we don’t yet
quite know what is the nature of this virus. We
don’t know how quickly China will be able to
contain it. We don’t know whether it will spread
to the rest of the world,” she said. If the disease
is “contained rapidly, there can be a sharp drop
and a very rapid rebound”, in what is known as
the V-shaped impact, she said.

Compared to the impact of the Severe Acute
Respiratory Syndrome (SARS) in 2002, she said
China’s economy then made up just 8.0 percent
of global economy. Now, that figure is 19 percent.
She said the trade agreement between the United
States and China, the world’s first and second
economies, had reduced the disease’s impact on
global economy.

But the world should be concerned “about
sluggish growth” impacted by uncertainty, said
the IMF chief. “We are now stuck with low pro-
ductivity growth, low economic growth, low
interest rates and low inflation,” she told the
Dubai forum, also attended by US President
Donald Trump’s daughter Ivanka and former
British prime minister Theresa May.  —AFP
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Euro 334.690
Sterling Pound 401.930
Canadian dollar 232.610
Turkish lira 51.540
Swiss Franc 314.450
US Dollar Buying 298.200

Japanese Yen 2.785
Indian Rupees 4.287
Pakistani Rupees 1.977
Srilankan Rupees 1.680
Nepali Rupees 2.675
Singapore Dollar 221.650
Hongkong Dollar 39.347
Bangladesh Taka 3.559
Philippine Peso 6.058
Thai Baht 9.839
Malaysian Ringgit 78.171

GCC COUNTRIES
Saudi Riyal 81.561
Qatari Riyal 84.004
ani Riyal 794.412
Bahraini Dinar 812.140
UAE Dirham 83.272

ARAB COUNTRIES
Egyptian Pound - Cash 22.000
Egyptian Pound - Transfer 19.514
Yemen Riyal/for 1000 1.228
Tunisian Dinar 114.050
Jordanian Dinar 431.500
Lebanese Lira/for 1000 0.204
Syrian Lira 0.000
Morocco Dirham 32.447

EUROPEAN & AMERICAN COUNTRIES
US Dollar Transfer 305.250

Rate for Transfr Selling Rate

US Dollar 305.300
Canadian Dollar 231.075
Sterling Pound 399.780
Euro 332.140
Swiss Frank 302.465
Bahrain Dinar 811.905
UAE Dirhams 83.525
Qatari Riyals 84.765
Saudi Riyals 82.310
Jordanian Dinar 431.895
Egyptian Pound 19.490
Sri Lankan Rupees 1.681
Indian Rupees 4.271
Pakistani Rupees 1.977
Bangladesh Taka 3.562
Philippines Pesso 6.040
Cyprus pound 18.160
Japanese Yen 3.780
Syrian Pound 1.595
Nepalese Rupees 2.680
Malaysian Ringgit 74.650
Chinese Yuan Renminbi 44.120

CURRENCY BUY SELL

EUROPE
British Pound 0.392375 0.406275
Czech Korune 0.005357 0.014657
Danish Krone 0.040340 0.045340
Euro 0. 324938 0.338638
Georgian Lari 0.110891 0.110891
Hungarian 0.001152 0.001342
Norwegian Krone 0.029063 0.034263
Romanian Leu 0.065569 0.082419
Russian Ruble 0.004829 0.004829 
Slovakia 0.009157 0.019157
Swedish Krona 0.027540 0.032540
Swiss Franc 0.305173 0.316173

Australasia
Australian Dollar 0.197536 0.209536
New Zealand Dollar 0.191150 0.200650

America
Canadian Dollar 0.225499 0.234499
US Dollars 0.301550 0.306100
US Dollars Mint 0.302050 0.306100

Asia
Bangladesh Taka 0.002885 0.003686

Chinese Yuan 0.042378 0.045878
Hong Kong Dollar 0.037399 0.040149
Indian Rupee 0.003631 0.004403
Indonesian Rupiah 0.000018 0.000024
Japanese Yen 0.002700 0.002880
Korean Won 0.000248 0.000263
Malaysian Ringgit 0.069927 0.075927
Nepalese Rupee 0.002606 0.002946
Pakistan Rupee 0.001333 0.002103
Philippine Peso 0.005861 0.006161
Singapore Dollar 0.214546 0.224546
Sri Lankan Rupee 0.001321 0.001901
Taiwan 0.010168 0.010348
Thai Baht 0.009465 0.010015
Vietnamese Dong 0.00013 0.000013

Arab
Bahraini Dinar 0.804578 0.812664
Egyptian Pound 0.019329 0.022070
Iranian Riyal 0.000085 0.000086
Iraqi Dinar 0.000200 0.000260
Jordanian Dinar 0.426199 0.435199
Kuwaiti Dinar 1.000000 1.000000
Lebanese Pound 0.000104 0.000254
Moroccan Dirhams 0.021147 0.045147
Omani Riyal 0.788756 0.796683
Qatar Riyal 0.083297 0.084133
Saudi Riyal 0.080420 0.081720
Syrian Pound 0.001296 0.001516
Tunisian Dinar 0.103330 0.111330
Turkish Lira 0.044080 0.053925
UAE Dirhams 0.082583 0.083413
Yemeni Riyal 0.000994 0.001074

Thai Bhat 10.770
Turkish Lira 50.815
Singapore dollars 220.942

EXCHANGE RATES

Dollar edges up as coronavirus
prompts safe-haven demand

KUWAIT: The US dollar remained in demand last week as
the coronavirus epidemic continues to encourage safe-
haven demand. The Japanese yen, another popular safe-
haven currency, was overlooked as its close proximity and
exposure to Asian economies pushed investors to the west.
Indeed the US dollar index reached a fresh four month
high as a result. Uncertainty about the real extent of the
epidemic is likely to discourage investors from taking on
excessive risk until there is sufficient evidence that its
spread has slowed.

The resulting move towards the US dollar has also led
to rising demand for US equities and government bonds.
Furthermore, increased expectations of further easing
from major central banks continued to support equity pur-
chases through cheap borrowing rates.

Federal Reserve Chairman Jerome Powell gave the lat-
est indication that policies will remain accommodative in
his testimony in front of Congress last week. Powell said
Treasury bill purchases and repurchase operations would
continue into the second quarter of 2020. He also repeated
that the central bank’s current view of a target range for
short-term borrowing costs, between 1.50 percent and
1.75 percent, is “appropriate” to keep the expansion on
track. Finally, Powell mentioned that he finds the U.S. econ-
omy in a “very good place” with receding trade policy
uncertainty and the stabilization of global growth. 

Inflation
US consumer prices picked up in January as house-

holds paid more for rents and clothing, supporting the
Federal Reserve’s contention that inflation would gradually
rise toward its 2 percent target. The Labor Department
said on Thursday its consumer price index excluding the
volatile food and energy components rose 0.2 percent last
month after edging up 0.1 percent in December. Year on
year, the core CPI maintained a growth rate of 2.3 percent
for the fourth straight month. 

Euro reaches four-year low
The euro currency’s fall continued this week reaching

multi-year lows as investors grew more pessimistic about
the outlook of the eurozone economy. The eurozone’s
industrial output fell 2.1 percent in December, suffering
its steepest drop in four years according to official data.
Furthermore, Germany’s economy stagnated in the fourth
quarter due to weaker private consumption and state
spending renewing fears of a recession in Europe’s
largest economy.

The latest round of disappointing economic data has
led to expectations of an interest rate cut by the end of
2020, versus a zero probability seen just a month earlier.
Persistently weak growth will keep pressure on the
European Central Bank to deliver further easing posing
downside risks for the euro which is already weakening in
anticipation of potential policy action. The dovish expec-
tations sent the EUR/USD pair down to its lowest levels
since 2017.

Potential fiscal stimulus in UK
In contrast, the pound sterling rose on a wave of opti-

mism due to hopes that changes in the British cabinet will

lead to more expansionary fiscal policies to support growth.
Rishi Sunak was revealed to be the next UK Finance
Minister after Sajid Javid’s resignation last week. Investors
believe that Sunak, a close ally of Prime Minister Boris
Johnson, will be more inclined to deliver a big fiscal stimulus
at the March budget. Looser fiscal policy is expected to
boost growth in the short term, lessening the chance of a
reduction in interest rates by the Bank of England.

In the final quarter of 2019, Britain’s GDP saw zero
growth as high political uncertainty weighed on busi-
ness investment and manufacturing. The stagnant
growth in gross domestic product is down from an
upwardly revised 0.5 percent expansion in the third
quarter of 2019. Annual growth increased marginally to
1.4 percent in 2019, slightly above the 1.3 percent seen
in 2018. Manufacturing production provided the largest
upward contribution despite missing forecasts of 0.5
percent, rising by 0.3 percent. A fresh fiscal boost by
the government should help boost manufacturing fur-
ther and support growth in 2020. 

China’s growth expected to slow
A poll of 40 economists based in mainland China, Hong

Kong, Singapore, as well as Europe and the United States,

predicted China’s annual economic growth in the first
quarter of 2020 will slump to 4.5 percent from 6.0 percent
in the previous quarter. The coronavirus has since shut
down large amounts of the country’s supply chain and the
extent of the damage China’s containment efforts will have
on growth is still yet unknown. However, economists were
optimistic the economy would bounce back as soon as the
second quarter should the virus be controlled and the
recent trade tariff reductions from the US take into effect.

Oil prices rebound
Oil prices rebounded last week on expectations that

OPEC and its allies would cut output further as demand
looks set to drop due to the outbreak of coronavirus.
Reports indicated that China’s oil demand has fallen by
about 3.2 million barrel per day. However, market senti-
ment improved as factories in China started to reopen and
the government eased its monetary policy. The final deci-
sion on an OPEC cut seems to be on Russia who has since
been slow to commit.

Kuwait
Kuwaiti dinar at 0.30480
The USDKWD opened at 0.30480 yesterday morning. 

British pound surges on financial stimulus expectations

Fiscal stimulus 
likely after UK 
minister resigns
LONDON: Finance minister Sajid Javid’s resignation on
Thursday, just a month before he was to deliver Britain’s annual
budget statement, took the business community by surprise. But
according to economists, his departure will give Prime Minister
Boris Johnson more freedom to launch more aggressive efforts to
support the British economy at a turbulent time. 

Analysts were expecting the government reshuffle mainly to
impact the government’s lower ranks and no one predicted the
Chancellor of the Exchequer, as he is formally known, to go. His
unexpected exit less than two weeks after Britain left the
European Union, and with the budget due on March 11, triggered
shockwaves.

“It’s unbelievable to see that a chancellor has left so close to
the first budget of the new government,” said a surprised Nimesh
Shah of the Blick Rothenberg consultancy. Javid was only in the
post for less than seven months, making him the shortest serving
finance minister in half a century.

Downing Street swiftly promoted Rishi Sunak from chief sec-
retary to the Treasury-effectively number two to Javid-to the top
job.  A 39-year-old former high-flying business investor who only
entered politics five years ago, Sunak now has to steer the key
department at a time when the British economy is slowing. 

Carolyn Fairbairn, of the Confederation of British Industry
(CBI) representing Britain’s bosses, welcomed Sunak’s appoint-
ment. “This is a vital time for (the) economy-by working together
business and government can deliver a decade of renewal across
the UK,” she said on Twitter.

Power grab 
Javid, a Conservative big hitter who also challenged Johnson

to be party leader when Theresa May stepped down, quit when
Johnson said he would only be reappointed if he sacked his close
aides. Tom McPhail, of investment firm Hargreaves Lansdown,
said the move “was definitely not in the script”.

“Given the new chancellor’s relative lack of a power base and

rapid ascent of the political ladder, the forthcoming budget will
probably be more of the prime minister’s making than would oth-
erwise have been the case,” he added. “This increases the likeli-
hood of a bold Budget with populist spending announcements.”

Johnson won comfortably at the last election in December
vowing to boost public spending in key areas such as health,
education and policing.

Javid, an ex-banker and self-proclaimed devotee of free mar-
ket champion and ex-premier Margaret Thatcher, argued the
government could borrow at current low interest rates to pay for
investment. 

But he was also seen as more fiscally conservative than his
boss, and not willing to sanction various tax cuts touted by
Johnson and his allies as Britain’s economy slows amid continued
Brexit uncertainty.

“Javid was the most prominent fiscal hawk in Boris Johnson’s
cabinet,” economists at Citi Bank said.  “Trump-style stimulus
could return now,” they added, referring to the US president’s
efforts to boost the US economy largely through tax cuts.

More support for the British economy would be welcomed by
many in the financial sector. The pound rebounded after Sunak’s
appointment. “This is a blatant power grab by Boris and
Cummings over the Treasury,” said Neil Wilson, chief market
analyst at Markets.com, referring to the prime minister’s closest
and most powerful aide, Dominic Cummings.

“Spending will be dictated by political needs and necessi-
ty, rather than the Treasury acting as a brake on political
giveaways.”

Zero growth 
Britain’s economy saw zero growth in the final quarter of last

year as manufacturing shrank heading into the general election
that unlocked Brexit on January 31. It posted overall growth rates
of 1.4 percent in 2019, compared to 1.3 percent a year earlier.
Some surveys suggest economic activity is picking up on the
back of the election win, promised increased spending, and with
the first phase of Brexit over.

But uncertainty remains about Britain’s future economic rela-
tionship with the EU, its main trading partner.  The Bank of
England last month downgraded its growth forecast for 2020 to
0.8 percent.

The government meanwhile warned businesses this week to
prepare for stricter controls on goods coming from the EU, say-
ing it was an “inevitable” result of Brexit. — AFP

Asia markets 
could weather 
virus impact
NEW YORK: Investors are edging back into
emerging markets, even though worries about
the coronavirus’ impact on global economic
growth have clouded prospects for the boom-
and-bust asset class. Nearly $730 million flowed
back into emerging markets exchange-traded
funds (ETFs) in the past week, according to
Lipper, after two straight weeks of outflows that
accompanied sharp declines in the stocks and
currencies of developing countries.

The MSCI Emerging Markets Index, which
measures stock performance, has rebounded
4% from its early February low, though it
remains down on the year. Another index meas-
uring emerging markets currency performance
was still sharply lower, reflecting the slide in a
range of currencies from Asia to Latin America.
As of Friday, the coronavirus has infected 63,581
people and killed 1,380. Still, investors have
grown more hopeful that economic damage will
be limited.

Before the outbreak, emerging markets
stocks had steadily cl imbed since early
December as analysts forecast a re-acceleration
of global economic growth and the United
States and China agreed on a Phase 1 trade deal.
Chinese equities make up roughly a third of the
weighting in the MSCI Emerging Markets Index.
Emerging markets ETFs have seen a steady
stream of money pouring in since late October
and have not had outflows on a monthly basis,
Lipper data showed.

“The valuations are really compelling, and we
were seeing signs of an economic recovery,”
said Robert Phipps, director at Per Stirling

Capital Management. “Once the coronavirus is
put on pause, I think that will become the pri-
mary trend again.”

Phipps, who did not hold emerging markets
stocks, has added them so that they now make
up about 6 percent of his portfolio. A weaker
dollar would likely compel him to boost that
position, he said.

Should the currency decline, countries that
have borrowed in dollars would find it easier to
service their debt. Other financial institutions,
including BlackRock, JPMorgan and UBS Global
Wealth Management, are also sanguine on the
prospects for emerging markets in 2020, even
though the asset class has underperformed US
stocks for more than a decade.

Emerging markets stocks have been more
resilient of late in large part because they have
languished for so long, said Michael Purves,
chief executive of Tallbacken Capital Advisors.
“There’s not really a case to sell them, because
they’re already massively under-owned,” he
said. Options activity also points to investor
resilience. 

The gap between the Cboe Emerging
Markets ETF Volatility Index and the Cboe
Volatility Index, seen as an indicator of investor
risk aversion, was 3.6 points on Friday after-
noon. That compares with a 7.25-point gap in
May 2019, when trade tensions between the
United States and China were near their peak.
The economic impact of the coronavirus out-
break in unknown. Some analysts have estimated
that China’s yearly gross domestic product
growth could fall to between 4 percent and 5
percent, down from the 6 percent annual growth
the Chinese government previously estimated.

But some investors expect the shortfall in
growth to be largely contained to the first quar-
ter, which would give China’s economy room to
catch up later this year. “It’s a relatively short-
term factor,” said Jim Besaw, chief investment
officer at GenTrust. “We probably won’t be talk-
ing about it in April and May.” — Reuters
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Gulf Bank offers 
jobs to candidates at
MGRP Career Fair
KUWAIT: Gulf Bank
wrapped up the 2020 edition
of the Manpower and
Government Restructuring
Program (MGRP) Career
Fair. The event, titled
“Because You Deserve It”,
took place last week at the
Public Authority of
Manpower and marked the
third consecutive year that
Gulf Bank sponsors the fair
as part of its commitment to
offering employment opportunities to local youth.

Gulf Bank’s Human Resources team met with multiple
ambitious young men and women who wished to join the
banking sector. During the course of the event, Gulf Bank
employees described the nature of work at Gulf Bank,
and took applicants through the variety of opportunities
available. The team also held on-the-spot interviews at
the career fair, and even provided qualified candidates
with immediate contracts. 

As a platinum sponsor of the event, Gulf Bank’s partic-
ipation reflected its ongoing commitment to Kuwait
Vision 2035 “New Kuwait,” the national development
plan that was developed by His Highness the Amir Sheikh
Sabah Al-Ahmad Al-Jaber Al-Sabah. Gulf Bank’s spon-
sorship of the career fair is also part of the Bank’s corpo-
rate social responsibility initiatives, encompassing both
social and economic sustainability. By working to support
and empower Kuwaiti youth, Gulf Bank is working in line
with “New Kuwait,” which prioritizes the development of
the private sector and the national economy overall.  

Gulf Bank’s General Manager of Human Resources,
Salma Al-Hajjaj noted: “We are always quick to partici-
pate in career fairs due to their vital role in expanding
our network of employees, renewing our capabilities,
and adding to our skillset. At Gulf Bank, we are proud of
our role in achieving His Highness the Amir of Kuwait’s
Vision 2035 and to be spearheading efforts that con-
tribute to a more sustainable national economy.”

Miners welcome 
S Africa’s plans 
to open up 
power generation
CAPE TOWN: South Africa’s announcement that it
will open up electricity generation to other players,
effectively breaking Eskom’s monopoly, has been
welcomed by many, especially the mining industry, a
key sector in Africa’s most industrialized economy.

President Cyril Ramaphosa in his annual state of the
nation address Thursday night outlined a raft of steps
that will allow firms to generate electricity for their
own use. He admitted power cuts in recent months had
had a debilitating effect on the economy and vowed to
“rapidly and significantly” shore up electricity genera-
tion outside the debt-saddled Eskom.

The state-owned utility currently produces more
than 90 percent of the country’s electricity.

But it has been crippled by poorly-designed
coal-fired power stations, decades of mismanage-
ment and alleged corruption under former presi-
dent Jacob Zuma. Its debts amount to 450 billion
rand ($31 billion, 28 billion euros). The mining
industry-one of the largest power consumers-has
for years been clamoring for legislative changes to
ease up licensing to let firms produce their own
electricity. Signs that the government’s position on
the issue was shifting came at a mining conference
earlier this month where it indicated the laws would
be reviewed. The Minerals Council, an association
of mining firms, said it was “encouraged by the
president’s commitment to rapidly and significantly
increase generation capacity outside of Eskom”.
“The sporadic availability of power and instability
of the national grid is... one of the greatest threats
to the South African economy,” it said. On one of
the worst days of power cuts last December, some
mining firms were forced to suspend operations for at
least 24 hours after Eskom implemented severe
rationing. South Africa is the continent’s largest pro-
ducer of gold and the world’s top platinum miner.

Eskom ‘protected its monopoly’ 
The Minerals Council hailed Ramaphosa’s under-

taking to “implement measures that will fundamen-
tally change the trajectory of energy generation in
the country.” The mining industry said it will have a
combined capacity to produce 1.5 gigawatts of
electricity in the next 36 months. Companies will be
able to sell any excess power into the national grid.

At the mining conference, Sibanye-Stillwater mining
firm chief executive Neal Froneman told AFP that pre-
viously Eskom had made it incredibly difficult for his
company to get approvals to generate its own power.
“They protected their monopoly,” he said. —AFP

Anglo American’s CEO, Mark Cutifani, said that
allowing “companies to be flexible and ...to provide
energy solutions means that we can help be part of
the solution. That’s really positive.”

The frequent power cuts meant that mining pro-
duction contracted by 1.3 percent in 2019 com-
pared to the previous year, according to official fig-
ures released on Thursday.  Mining is one of the
main contributors to the economy, accounting for
eight percent of GDP in 2018. —AFP

KUWAIT: Mazda Motor Corporation celebrated its
100th anniversary of its founding in January 2020. A cer-
emony to commemorate the 100th anniversary of its
foundation took place yesterday at an auditorium in the
company’s headquarters in Hiroshima to express appre-
ciation to all stakeholders who supported the company
and reaffirmed resolution for the next one hundred years
of future. 

Approximately 500 people including executives,
employees and representatives of workers’ union and affili-
ated companies attended the ceremony. Centenary official
comment by Akira Marumoto, Representative Director,
President and CEO: “Mazda originated as a company pro-
ducing cork and then took the path to manufacturing auto-
mobiles. Now, our cars have found friends with many cus-
tomers from over 130 countries and regions.

We would like to express our sincere appreciation
to the customers, dealers, suppliers, business partners
and the local community, who have supported us over
the years through good and bad times, to whom we
owe our 100 years of existence. As we look ahead to
the next 100 years, we will continue to put people first
and cherish our ‘uniqueness of co-creating with others.

As we strengthen co-creation and cooperation with
all those connected with the company, we will continue

to challenge ourselves to create unique products, tech-
nologies, and experiences that our customers love.”

Mazda plans to express our gratitude throughout the
year taking part in Geneva International Motor Show in
March, with centenary anniversary themed exhibits and
during Mazda Open Day 2020, an open house event at
Mazda’s headquarter from May 22 through 24, 2020.

I hope to further strengthen the bonds of trust
between us through sharing the same vision and goals.
Together with all of you, I hope to continue co-creat-
ing Mazda-unique value through all aspects of our
interactions with customers, including products, tech-
nologies, and customer experience. I am sure you feel
the same way. I ask for your continued support and
cooperation for Mazda’s business. Let’s go forward
together into the next 100 years and achieve even
greater mutual prosperity.”

Meanwhile,  Ashish Tandon, Gereral manager of
Kaico, stated “We in Kaico will continue to provide
products, technologies, and experiences that exceed
customer’s expectations so that our car-loving cus-
tomers and their families can experience the joy of
driving. With this approach, we aim to become the
company with the closest bonds to its customers.”

Nader Salameh, Senior Director of Car Sales added,

“Mazda continues to confirm the prestigious position
that it enjoys in the global market” and also praised the
strong relationship between Kaico and Mazda
International, which reflects positively on customers in
Kuwait, by providing the best cars from all categories,
giving customers the most prominent and latest cars.
No matter the age, we believe in the inherent value of
cars that excite people, and we will aim to pursue the
joy of driving and to enrich customers’ lives through
cars, as stated in our corporate vision.

Mazda Motor Corporation celebrates 100th anniversary of its founding in January 2020

Kaico, Al Shaya & Al Sagar as 
partners for over 50 years

Salma Al-Hajjaj
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Kamco Invest acquires ServiceNow 
world headquarters in Silicon Valley 

KUWAIT: Kamco Invest, a regional non-banking financial
powerhouse with one of the largest AUMs in the region,
announced that it has successfully acquired ServiceNow’s
world headquarters, a 328,867 square foot Class A office
campus located in Silicon Valley, Santa Clara - California,
USA. Situated in one of the area’s most dynamic submar-
kets, the state-of-the-art campus is fully leased to
ServiceNow and will generate a net cash yield of 7.50
percent per annum.

ServiceNow is a leader in cloud computing and IT
service management business solutions and is listed on
New York Stock Exchange with a market capitalization
exceeding $50 billion. The company has invested heavily
in the property to upgrade the primary HQ building,
spending over $300/sqft on the floor that accommodates
the executive management team. Operationally, the
Company’s financial and credit stability as well as future
growth prospects are supported by its strong cash bal-
ance, robust cash flows, and diverse customer base.

The Santa Clara office market is a center of gravity in
the Silicon Valley area, exhibiting an unmatched amenity
base and superior regional access, with numerous
Fortune 500 companies in close proximity. The Silicon
Valley’s ability to attract top intellectual talent is
unmatched, which further underlines the venture capital
strength of the market as 35 percent of the US total
annual venture capital investment is directed to Silicon
Valley. Given the highly educated labor pool, top-tier
universities, quality of life and concentration of venture
capital investment, it is no surprise that the region con-

tinues to evolve and attract a wide range of local and
international technology companies.

Mohammad Al-Othman Executive Director of Real
Estate Investments at Kamco Invest, said, “This transac-
tion exemplifies our ability to identify unique income-
generating assets located in innovative environments that
are highly demanded in the marketplace. We are commit-
ted towards scaling our real estate portfolio through
diversified assets and further growing the size of the
international real estate portfolio we manage, which now
surpasses $1 billion, as committed by our CEO in a press
conference earlier this year.”

Al-Othman concluded, “We are currently exploring
a new acquisition of a Class A property with strong
cash flows from credit tenants, as well as two exits of
existing properties with good returns. It is worth not-
ing that the international real estate portfolio, valued

at $1.18 billion, includes 13 Grade “A” properties in
US, UK and Europe and leased to companies with
strong financial positions and high cash flow. The
properties generate an average annual cash yield of
7.8 percent.

Property to generate net cash yield of 7.50% per annum

Mohammad Al-Othman 

KAMCO  Oil Market Monthly Report 

Al-Tijari announces 
winner of Al-Najma 
weekly account 
KUWAIT: Commercial Bank conducted the weekly
draw on Al-Najma Account. The draw was conducted
in the presence of Ministry of Commerce and Industry
representative Mashael Al-Rasheedi.

The winner was Fadhel Habeeb Hussain Hasan - the
prize of KD 5,000.

The bank stated that the account prizes this year is
featured by the highest cash prize and diversity of
prizes throughout the year clarifying that Al-Najma
Account will offer weekly prize of KD 5,000,  monthly
prize of KD 20,000 and a semi-annual prize of KD
500,000 in addition to the largest prize - linked bank
account payout of KD 1,500,000. Al-Najma Account
can be opened by depositing KD 100, and customer
should maintain a minimum amount of KD 500 to be
eligible to enter all draws on Al-Najma Account prizes. 

As for the chances of winning, the more balance a
customer maintains in Al-Najma Account, the more
chances the account holder will get to win, where each
KD 25 will give the customer one chance to win, the
account also offers additional benefits like the ATM
card, a credit card against customer’s account and all
CBK banking services that customer can enjoy.   

The acquired property

Burgan Bank reveals 
winners of Yawmi 
account draw
KUWAIT: Burgan Bank announced yesterday the names
of the daily draw winners of its Yawmi account draw, each
taking home a cash-prize of KD 5,000.

The lucky winners are: 
1. Altaf Husain Bhora Asgar Ali Bohra
2. Waleed Saleh Hasan Al-Ali
3. Talal Jassem Mohammed Al-Khurafi
4. Dhari Ibrahim Rashed Alduaij
5. Hasan Mohammad Ali Almohammad Ali
In addition to the daily draw, Burgan Bank also offers a

quarterly draw with more chances to win higher rewards,
offering the chance to one lucky customer to win KD
125,000 every three months. The Yawmi Account offers
daily and quarterly draws, wherein the quarterly draw
requires customers to maintain a minimum amount of KD
500 in their account for two months prior to the draw
date. Additionally, every KD 10 in the account will entitle
customers to one chance of winning.  If the account bal-
ance is KD 500 and above, the account holder will be
qualified for both the quarterly and daily draws.  

Burgan Bank encourages everyone to open a Yawmi
account and/or increase their deposit to maximize their
chances of becoming a winner. The higher the level of the
deposit, the higher the likelihood to win. 

Oil falls as virus
outbreak affects 
demand offtake
KUWAIT: Brent crude spot reached a 13-month low level
of $53.39/b during the second week of February-2020  as
the outbreak of coronavirus affected prospects of higher
demand in the near term. According to reports, the
decline in demand was primarily seen in China, which has
imposed travel restrictions in the country due to the virus
outbreak. As a result, ChemChina reportedly closed down
a 0.1 mb/d crude refinery in East China and reduced pro-
cessing rates to 60% at two other plants that have a pro-
cessing capacity of 0.3 mb/d. The lower demand have
also changed the oil market structure for both Brent and
WTI into a temporary contango. 

Furthermore, the virus outbreak also coincided with
the two week long new year celebrations in China and
impacted oil demand in the country which normally sees a
seasonal uptick at the start of the year. On the other hand,
China’s already stretched commitment to purchase agri-
cultural goods from the US this year under the new trade
deal is also under doubts. The outbreak could also
reschedule the forthcoming negotiations between the
two countries.

The decline in oil demand forecast was recently echoed
by a number of agencies. OPEC, in its monthly report, low-
ered oil demand growth forecast for 2020 by 0.23 mb/d to
a growth of 0.99 mb/d and demand is expected to average
at 100.73 mb/d during the year. The bulk of this growth is
expected to come from non-OECD countries whereas
OECD countries are expected to see marginal growth. 

Meanwhile, in its Short Term Energy Outlook, the EIA
also slashed its oil demand growth forecast for the year by
0.3 mb/d to 1 mb/d while also significantly lowering the
price estimate for the year to $ 61.25/b as compared to its
earlier forecast of USD 64.83/b for Brent spot crude. The
IEA also lowered its demand growth forecast for 2020 to
the lowest level since 2011. The agency cut its demand
growth  expectations by 365 tb/d to a growth of 825 tb/d
for the year citing the impact of the virus outbreak. 

Supply side factors also reacted to the expected fall in
demand this year. The EIA lowered US oil production
growth forecast for 2020 from 1.06 mb/d growth in its
previous report to 0.96 mb/d in the latest report.
Production is now expected to reach 13.2 mb/d in 2020.
For 2021, growth is expected to be much lower at 0.36
mb/d to reach 13.56 mb/d highlighting spending cuts
announced by a number of US drillers for the current year.
OPEC also slashed non-OPEC liquids production growth
forecast for 2020 by 0.1 mb/d with growth expected to
reach 2.25 mb/d to average at 66.6 mb/d. 

OPEC Crude production witnessed a steep decline of
500 tb/d during January-2020 to reach the lowest level in
four months. At 28.9 mb/d, the average monthly produc-
tion was also the second lowest since 2009. Almost all the
OPEC producers lowered production during the month,
barring Venezuela, with Libya seeing a steep m-o-m
decline of 320 tb/d, as per Bloomberg data. 

Oil Prices 
Oil prices witnessed consistent declines since the out-

break of the coronavirus during the second half of
January-2020. Spot Brent crude prices reached the lowest
level since January-19 after seeing a YTD-20 decline of
$14.4 a barrel of crude or more than 21 percent to reach
$53.39/b on 10-Feb-20 with the bulk of the decline seen
during the first two weeks of February-20. 

The decline in crude prices reflected the impact of the
outbreak on both demand and supply side factors.
Demand slowdown primarily came from China whereas

supply cuts reflected an anticipated oversupply in the
market.  Moreover, oil producers, especially shale players
in the US, are increasingly finding it difficult to pump oil at
current prices. This was evident in the production released
by EIA that showed US output reaching 12.9 mb/d last
week from recent peak of 13 mb/d. On the other hand,
after declining consistently until the end of last year, oil
rigs in the US seems to be stabilizing at recent levels. Data
from Baker Hughes has shown an marginal increase in oil
rigs in the US over the last two weeks. With an increase of
2 rigs last week, US oil rigs now stand at 678, a y-o-y
decline of 179 rigs. Moreover, shale drillers in the US are
also facing financial stress due to the consistent fall in
prices of natural gas from the oversupply, as companies
focus on drilling for oil with natural gas as a byproduct. As
a result, companies are seen cutting their spending budget
for the near term. Industry giants like ExxonMobil report-
ed its worst quarterly profit in nearly four years while
many other have booked impairment charges including
companies like Chevron and Occidental Petroleum that
wrote down shale assets in their recent filings. 

Average monthly crude prices declined during January-
2020 after increasing for two consecutive months. OPEC
crude averaged at $65.1/b with a decline of 2.1 percent.
Average Brent crude prices also declined but at signifi-
cantly higher rate of 5.3 percent to reach $63.4/b, whereas
Kuwait crude grade witnessed the smallest decline of 1.3
percent to average at $65.4/b in January-20. 

World oil demand 
World oil demand growth estimates for 2019 was once

again revised downwards by 0.02 mb/d to a growth of
0.91 mb/d with demand estimated to have averaged at
99.74 mb/d. The revision once again reflected a decline in
demand primarily for the aggregate OECD region, mainly
in OECD Americas, that was partially offset by an upward
revision to demand data for the OECD Europe region. The
revision for the OECD Americas region was mainly due to
slower industrial fuel demand, smaller-than-expected
gasoline demand as well as warmer weather conditions
during Q4-19. Monthly data for November-19 for the US
has shown a decline in oil demand by approximately 0.16
mb/d y-o-y. This combined with the preliminary data for
December-19 shows an increase in oil demand in the US of
around 0.1 mb/d for full year 2019. Meanwhile, oil demand
for the OECD Europe region witnessed a steep decline of
0.35 mb/d during November-19, the steepest monthly
decline in six months. The decline was led by a fall in
demand for naphtha mainly in Germany and the UK cou-
pled with a decline in demand for gasoline and diesel for
the transportation and residential segment. Oil demand in
Europe’s Big 4 i.e. Germany,  France, Italy and UK,
declined by 56 tb/d in December-19 primarily due to fall in
requirement of fuel oil and other products while higher
LPG and Diesel oil requirements partially offset the
decline. Oil demand in China saw a steep increase in
December-19 by around 0.78 mb/d bringing full year
growth to 0.35 mb/d. On the other hand, demand in India
remained flat during December-19 as higher LPG and
Gasoline requirements were fully offset by a decline in
demand for the rest of the product categories. 

Oil demand growth expectations for 2020 was also

lowered with a steeper revision of 0.23 mb/d to a growth
of 0.99 mb/d. World oil demand this year is now expected
to decline to 100.73 mb/d primarily reflecting the declin-
ing requirements in China due to the virus outbreak as
well as declining requirements from India. Demand from
OECD countries was also lowered by 0.08 mb/d primarily
reflecting lower economic growth projections for the
OECD Asia Pacific region in addition to lower heating fuel
requirements owing to warmer-than-expected winter in
the Northern Hemisphere. 

World oil supply 
According to preliminary data, world oil supply wit-

nessed a m-o-m decline of 0.01 mb/d during January-
2020 and averaged at 100.12 mb/d. For the full year 2019,
non-OPEC oil supply growth estimate was revised up by
20 tb/d to a growth of 1.88 mb/d with total supply expect-
ed to average at 64.36 mb/d. The revision reflected
changes mainly to Q4-19 production data for US, Canada,
Brazil and Latin  America. Oil production for the OECD
region was revised up by 0.01 mb/d for 2019 to an aver-
age of 29.92 mb/d. On the non-OECD side,  crude oil pro-
duction in Russia increased slightly by 0.02 mb/d during
January-2020, according to preliminary data, and aver-
aged at 10.67 mb/d, whereas condensate and NGL output
witnessed consistent growth over the last four months. On
the other hand, China’s liquids production declined during
December-19 by 38 tb/d and averaged at 4.07 mb/d. 

For 2020, supply growth forecast was revised down-
ward by 0.1 mb/d to a growth of 2.25 mb/d and average at
66.6 mb/d during the year. Expected supplies from the US
was revised down by 166 tb/d that was partially offset by
higher expected supplies primarily from Norway and
Brazil. According to the report, the lowered estimates for
US highlighted a slowdown in shale output growth to 1.26
mb/d as compared to 2019. 

OPEC oil production & spare capacity 
OPEC crude oil production in January-2020 saw the

biggest m-o-m decline since the September-19 attack on
Saudi Arabian oil facilities.  Bloomberg monthly data
showed that average production for the group declined to
28.9 mb/d, the lowest production level since Septmber-19
and the second lowest since 2009. The decline was broad-
based as a majority of the producers lowered output dur-
ing the month. The production level was almost in line with
the output highlighted by OPEC’s secondary sources.
Libya witnessed the biggest decline during the month with
production reaching 0.8 mb/d after declining by 0.32
mb/d in January-2020 as compared to December-19. 

According to reports, Libya’s oil production has fallen
to as low as 0.2 mb/d over the last two weeks due to force
majeure at export terminals that immediately filled storage
facilities and forced producers to halt production.
Venezuela was the only country that reported noticeable
increase in production during January-2020 after Chevron
ramped up production at its joint venture with the coun-
try’s PDVSA and produced at the highest level in almost a
year at 0.84 mb/d. 

Production in Saudi Arabia was almost flat at 9.7 mb/d
during January-2020, whereas Iran produced slightly
below 2 mb/d mark, as per Bloomberg. It was recently
reported that Saudi Arabia and Kuwait have announced
trial production at the Khafji oil field in the neutral zone
shared by the two countries and production is expected to
reach full capacity by the end of this year. 

The impact of the outbreak of the coronavirus was
apparent from the oil demand figures coming from China.
According to a report, China is expected to scale back oil
consumption by around 25 percent y-o-y, equivalent to
around 3 percent of global consumption. As a response
to the falling prices and the declining demand, OPEC+’s
joint technical committee recently suggested a further
cut in oil production to the tune of 0.6 mb/d to a total of
2.7 mb/d during 1H-2020. On the other hand, it was
reported that Russian oil companies that are a part of the
OPEC+ production cut agreement are looking at extend-
ing the present curbs until the end of Q2-2020 rather
than deepening the cuts. 

Delta Air Lines to invest
$1bn to cut emissions
NEW YORK:  Delta Air Lines said Friday it plans to invest $1
billion over the next decade to reduce its emissions, the first
major airline to make such a commitment. “There’s no chal-
lenge we face that is in greater need of innovation than envi-
ronmental sustainability, and we know there is no single solu-
tion,” Delta CEO Ed Bastian said in announcing the move.

The investment aims to reduce emissions across all of the
US airline’s operations worldwide, starting in March and
lasting for 10 years. Delta says it will invest in technologies
to reduce airline CO2 emissions and waste, though it does
not specify if technologies like carbon capture and removal
are among the innovations it will targeting.

The aviation industry accounts for about two percent
of global carbon emissions, according to Delta.

As concern grows over climate change, air carriers are
aiming to drastically reduce their carbon footprint and be
carbon neutral from 2020 even as air travel is expected to
increase sharply in the coming years. — AFP
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Sheikh Abdullah Al Salem Cultural Centre hosted 
the Kuwait Arts Forum the International 
Conference on Innovation in Contemporary 

Islamic Arts and Design from February 13 - 15, 2020. 
This three-day event included various cultural and 
artistic activities including workshops, presentations, 
art exhibition and others. 

The vision of the Sheikh Abdullah Al Salem Cultural 
Centre is to encourage collaboration with various 
regional and international initiatives to bring Kuwaiti 
culture and heritage to a broader Middle Eastern audi-
ence. The Centre will also offer support to local cre-
ative talents through educational initiatives which 
include the implementation of programs and events 
and the production of publications.  

The aim is to facilitate the Kuwaiti creative commu-
nity’s access to both local and international audiences, 
at the same time, provide the Kuwaiti public with a 
variety of world-class exhibitions to further cultivate 
an appreciation of the arts and sciences. The Sheikh 
Abdullah Al Salem Cultural Centre aims to promote the 
exchange of knowledge and the development of skills 
such as critical, creative, and interpretive thinking.  

Artists from Kuwait and other countries participat-
ed in this event. The contributors were;  Eric Broug,  

Jassim Al-Nasrallah, Mahmoud Tammam, Teakster, 
Mohammad Sharaf, Claudio Cravero,  Ahmed Keshta, 
Yaman Al Baker,  Roch Michel, Alia Farid,  Asrae 
Yazdani,  Ahmed Al Holi,  Meshari Al Najjar,  Abdullah 
Al Otaibi, Husain Al Banay 

During the opening ceremony, artist Eric Broug 
addressed a presentation on Islamic art. “Islamic art is 
a source of visual inspiration for millions. We marvel at 
the beauty of Kashanware ceramics, Fatimid crystal 
objects, Ottoman Iznik plates, Timurid metal work and 
paintings. The list goes on and on. A seemingly endless 
array of masterpieces to admire. So much quality for 
so many centuries, how is this possible? Looking back, 
art historians discern trends and developments, and it 
all ends up in a timeline,” he noted. 

“However, if you were an artisan in Ottoman Turkey 
developing, through much trial and error, the glazes 
and techniques for Iznik plates, you wouldn’t have such 
a historical overview of where your work was going to 
fit into a timeline. You were experimenting and inno-
vating without any guarantee of success,” added 
Broug.  

Innovation is what has sustained excellence in 
Islamic art for centuries.” Craftsmen and artists, all 
possessing distinct skills, would try new things. Now, 
these new things are considered masterpieces because 
we can see the brilliance of the craftsman who made,” 
he explained.  

“This forum wants to shed light on the role of inno-
vation in Islamic arts and design presently, in the twen-
ty-first century. How can we build on the profound 
heritage of Islamic arts and how can we innovate and 
stay connected to this heritage. The Sheikh Abdullah Al 
Salem Cultural Centre has invited a select group of 
artists and designers from around the world to come 
together to Kuwait for the first time. The best ideas are 
always generated when you can discuss and share with 
likeminded people,” he further said.  

With the first edition of KAF - Kuwait Arts Forum, 
we sincerely want to contribute to the revival of inno-
vation in Islamic arts and design. We are confident that 
the three-day forum will inspire a broad range of art 
practitioners, students and professionals to think about 
what the role of Islamic art can be in the 21st century,” 
concluded Eric Broug. 

The three days event included different activities 
such as KEYNOTE and Q&A on THE ROLE OF 
INNOVATION IN ISLAMIC GEOMETRIC DESIGN 
by Eric Broug, TALK and Q&A: ISLAMIC ARTS 
BETWEEN CLASSIC AND MODERNITY  by Jassim 
Al-Nasrallah, WORKSHOP: DRAWING USING RAN-
DOM SHAPES by Mahmoud Tammam, and EXHIBI-
TION GUIDED TOUR: Haa. Can a single letter without 
a text be a means of expression, by Jassim Meraj. 

On the second day there was a TALK and Q&A: 
MAKING MONEY THROUGH ART by Teakster, 

WORKSHOP: MASTERING YOUR HANDWRITING 
- Part 1 Jassim Al-Nasrallah, WORKSHOP: MERGING 
FORMS INTO CALLIGRAPHY Asrae Yazdani, TALK 
and Q&A: ART-WORK, A LOCAL PERSPECTIVE 
Mohammad Sharaf, TALK CARD GAME: LOVE ME 
OR LOVE ME NOT Claudio Cravero, TALK and Q&A: 
A HUMAN PERSPECTIVE ON ART Ahmed Keshta, 
and  WORKSHOP: INTRODUCTION TO ISLAMIC 
GEOMETRIC DESIGN by Eric Broug. 

Day three included TALK and Q&A: ATTRACTION 
HAS NO RULES; CUT OUT THE CONNECTION 
Yaman Al Baker ,  ROUNTABLE: WHAT DOES INNO-
VATION MEAN IN KUWAIT? Part 1 Language: 
English Panelists: Ahmed Al Holi, Asrae Yazdani, 
Meshari Al Najjar Moderator: Claudio Cravero, 
WORKSHOP: SPRAYING A GEOMETRIC WALL; 
THE ART OF GRAFFITI MAKING by Teakster ,  
WORKSHOP: BEYOND WRITTEN ARABIC; AR-
ABSTRACT Yaman Al Baker ,  ROUNDTABLE: WHAT 
DOES INNOVATION MEAN IN KUWAIT? Part 2 
Language: Arabic Panelists: Abdullah Al Otaibi, Husain 
Al Banay Moderator: Nada ElGhossein, TALK and 
Q&A: THE CHALLENGE OF CULTURAL HERITAGE; 
VISUAL STORY TELLING TO BRIDGE OLD AND 
NEW Roch Michel, TALK and Q&A: ACQUIRING 
MODERNITY Alia Farid, WORKSHOP: MASTERING 
YOUR HANDWRITING - Part 2 Jassim Al-Nasrallah,  
and the CLOSURE OF Kuwait Arts Forum 2020.  

Sheikh Abdullah Al Salem Cultural  
Centre hosts Kuwait Arts Forum  

Eric Broug 

Lebanese Embassy in Kuwait 
announced that more than 10,000 
students from 186 schools will take 

part in the painting competition of 
Lebanon history & culture.                      

The contest aims to make students in 
Kuwait gain knowledge of the heritage, 
cultures and civilizations of Lebanon and 
to encourage students to express their 
knowledge of Lebanon by taking them 
on a journey to visit and discover 
Lebanon cultures, landscape, heritage 
and history. Lebanon has been influ-
enced by various cultures which left 
their mark on the region with Lebanon 
folk heritage, including craft-making, 
oral traditions and music which is a part 
of the national wealth. 

Our message to the students is to dis-
cover Lebanon in addition to its heritage 
spaces and to explore the country’s rich 
history. There is something for everyone! 
Discover the community-driven projects 
highlighting regional talent and expert-
ise, as well as the various facets of 
Lebanese diversity. Lebanon is home to 
a mosaic of multicultural communities. 
Participants can draw touristic, civiliza-
tion pieces or icon symbols that reflect 
the competition’s slogan. Lebanon is 
famous for its magnificent and beautiful 
places. It is one of the most beautiful 
countries in the world.  

Students can draw anything related to 
the above theme using any material they 
prefer. Students will create and provide 
the best artwork to enable them to enter 
the competition. Drawing sheets will be 
provided to participants free of charge. 
The juries committee will consist of 
expert artists who will select and choose 
the best artwork according to the age 
category. 10 winners from each category 
and 5 from art category are allowed to 
enter in the competition. Jury will look for 

creativity, amount of effort and technique. 
Award Presentation: Holiday Inn, 

Salmiya will be holding the event of the 
closing ceremony and the event will be 
under the patronage of Lebanon 
Ambassador. In addition, invitation will be 
sent to ambassadors, sponsors, school 
principals, art teachers, winners accom-
panied by their parents, Arabic, English 
Media & TV.

Embassy of Lebanon announces 
students art competition 

TIES Center 
 
 

The TIES Center cordially invites 
you to our Tafseer class (Divine 
Wisdom from the Last 

Testament) today Monday, February 
17, at 7pm. 

In that class, we will focus on the 
last verse of Surat Al-Mujadilah (She 
who Argued). We will discuss the 
meaning of loyalty and answer the fol-
lowing questions: 

1. How does one attain the delight 

of faith? 
2. What are the strongest hand-

holds of faith, and why are they 
important? 

3. Why is friendship important, and 
how should we choose friends? 

4. Why is it that those with strong 
faith are tested more? 

5. Why did Abdullah seek Prophet 
Muhammad’s (PBUH) permission to 
kill his father, and what did the 
Prophet (PBUH) tell him? 

Come and learn more about the 
Book of Allah (SWT) in a serene, 
friendly and encouraging environment.

KFAS and LOYAC 
sign memo of 
cooperation for 
youth development 
 
 

In a step towards achieving cooperation 
with various local NGOs, KFAS Academy 
(of Kuwait Foundation for the 

Advancement of Science) recently signed a 
memo of cooperation with LOYAC in the field 
of youth vocational development with the aim 
of providing electronic training course espe-
cially designed for new graduates and senior 
students to prepare them to start careers in 
the private sector.  

Speaking on the occasion LOYAC’s general 
manager, Al-Razi Al-Bedaiwi hailed the coop-
eration with KFAS academy noting that it 
would be an added value to LOYAC’s training 
programs addressing new graduates seeking 
job opportunities in the private sector.  

“We hope our cooperation would be a suc-
cessful model of integration amongst various 

NGOs targeting developing human resources 
and manpower in order to ultimately help in 
developing Kuwait”, Al-Bedaiwi added.  

On his part, KFAS academy executive man-
ager, Dr Ziyad Najem said that the academy 
always seeks enhancing the e-learning experi-
ence beyond acquiring knowledge through 
providing learners with practical tangible 

experiences. “By adapting this program, our 
partners contribute by playing a vital role to 
make this happen”, Najem underlined.  

Notably, KFAS Academy was established 
by Kuwait Foundation for the Advancement of 
Sciences (KFAS) in 2017 to empower excel-
lence through quality learning in Kuwait and 
regionally.

Congratulations 
 
 

A hearty congratulations on your gradua-
tion and wishing you good luck for the 
new beginning in life. May you reach all 

your goals. Heba Tareq Hauqe. ( AUM ).

New batch of local 
resident artists 

 

Sheikh Abdullah Al Salem Cultural 
Centre’s new batch of local resident 
artists  showcased past masterpieces 

and discussed future works. Continuing to 
foster a local sense of creative community 
and dialogue. Sheikh Abdullah Al Salem 
Cultural Centre’s Artist-in-Residence pro-
gramme now includes  Abdullah Alotaibi, 
Ahmad Alholi, Asrae Yazdani, Husain 
Albanay and Meshari Alnajjar. 

 
Abdullah Alotaibi  

Abdullah is a painter, sculptor and 
etcher. His research investigates abstrac-
tion and representation of human emo-
tions, dreams and ambitions. 

 
Ahmad Alholi  

Ahmad is a digital illustrator with an 

architectural background. His research 
focuses on local botany, environmental 
understanding and anthropological inter-
pretation of nature. 

 
Asrae Yazdani 

Asrae explores the potential of callig-
raphy beyond the written tradition. Her 
mixed-media paintings shed light on the 
Kereshmeh style, where composition and 
form merge. 

 
Husain Albanay  

Husain is a realist painter and sculptor. 
His artwork aims to depict Kuwait’s 
notable figures who contributed to the 
nation’s history and modernization. 

 
Meshari Alnajjar  

Meshari works with digital illustrations 
and mixed-media. His work emphasizes 
life cycles of buildings, whose stories 
encompass urban, social, and cultural 
facets of Kuwait. 
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Avoid crowds over coronavirus, 
Japanese health minister warns

TOKYO: Japan’s health minister yesterday urged the
public to avoid crowds and “non-essential gatherings”,
including notoriously packed commuter trains, to pre-
vent the new coronavirus from spreading in the country.
Katsunobu Kato warned the nation was “entering a new
phase” in the outbreak of the virus, which has infected
nearly 60 people in Japan so far. “We want to ask the
public to avoid non-urgent, non-essential gatherings.
We want elderly and those with pre-existing conditions
to avoid crowded places,” Kato said after a meeting of

a panel of experts. “I think it’s important that we exer-
cise Japan’s collective strength. 

We wish to ask the Japanese people for their coop-
eration and it will take everyone being united to tackle
this infectious disease,” he told a press conference.
Kato said cases with no clear transmission chains and
involving people who have not travelled to China, where
the outbreak began, meant Japan was entering a new
stage. The government will draft fresh guidelines for
doctors about when to suspect possible coronavirus

infections and for ordinary citizens to know when to
seek medical care.

Japan has been pushing Tokyo residents to try
telecommuting or avoid rush hour commutes to ease
traffic congestion during the summer Tokyo Olympic
Games. Kato said the government will reiterate its calls
on people to try those measures to ease spread of the
virus. The comments come after a spate of new infec-
tions were confirmed over the weekend, raising the total
number of cases inside Japan to 59.

Those numbers exclude hundreds of cases aboard a
cruise ship, as well as a quarantine officer who tested
people on the boat. Most infected individuals seem to
experience mild conditions similar to the common cold
and may not realize that they have the disease, risking
possibly spreading it to others, said Takaji Wakita, chief
of the National Institute of Infectious Diseases who
headed the expert panel. “It is expected that domestic
infections will continue,” Wakita said, adding that Japan
was at an early stage of the spread. — AFP 

KATSUURA: Members of the media wait near the Diamond Princess cruise ship, with people quarantined onboard due to fears of the new
COVID-19 coronavirus, at the Daikaku Pier Cruise Terminal in Yokohama port yesterday. — AFP 

TOKYO: People wearing facemasks look on during a rehearsal of the Tokyo 2020
Olympics torch relay in Tokyo. — AFP 
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Experienced In: 
� Management of benign and malignant vocal cord lesions. 
� Vocal cord augmentation. 
� Diagnosis and treatment of spasmodic dysphonia. 
� Adenotonsillectomy using latest techniques. 
� Myringotomy and ventilation tube insertion. 
� Surgery for the deviated nasal septum. 
� Endoscopic sinus surgery. 
� Diagnosis and treatment of allergic rhinitis. 
 � Tympanoplasty. 
� Diagnosis and treatment of vertigo. 
� Thyroid surgery 
� Diagnosis and treatment of snoring.

Dr. Hamoud Abdullah Alarouj
ENT Consultant, Laryngologist

� Kuwait Board of Otolaryngology. 
� Laryngology Fellowship, McGill 

University- Canada. 
� Fellow of the European Board of 

Otolaryngology – Head & Neck surgery. 
� Member of the American Academy of 

Otolaryngology Head & Neck Surgery. 
� Member of the British Laryngological 

Association. 
� Member of the European Laryngological 

Society. 
� Member of the Canadian Society of 

Otolaryngology Head & Neck Surgery.



 

Temporary difficulties at home might cause you to want to stay and resolve 
them rather than go to work or anywhere else. However, Aries, career matters 
may also be pressing, so you're likely to be in a bit of a quandary. At this time, the 
wisest decision is likely to be to take care of your personal life first. Professional 
matters will still be waiting for you tomorrow.

CROSSWORD 2438

ACROSS 
1. 100 avos equal 1 pataca. 
4. A member of the Siouan people formerly liv-
ing in the Carolinas. 
11. Swift timid long-eared mammal larger than a 
rabbit having a divided upper lip and long hind 
legs. 
15. The branch of information science that deals 
with natural language information. 
16. Resembling or characteristic of or appropri-
ate to an elegy. 
17. An organic compound that contains a 
hydroxyl group bonded to a carbon atom which 
in turn is doubly bonded to another carbon 
atom. 
18. A lyric poem with complex stanza forms. 
19. Youngest daughter of the prophet 
Mohammed and wife of the fourth calif Ali. 
20. The basic unit of money in Peru. 
21. American novelist noted for children's books 
(1832-1888). 
23. A long-playing phonograph record. 
24. Remote city of Kazakhstan that (ostensibly 
for security reasons) was made the capital in 
1998. 
26. A daughter of your brother or sister. 
28. Straighten up or out. 
31. Any of numerous low-growing cushion-form-
ing plants of the genus Draba having rosette-
forming leaves and terminal racemes of small 
flowers with scapose or leafy stems. 
34. Bushy plant of Old World salt marshes and 
sea beaches having prickly leaves. 
35. A radioactive transuranic element produced 
by bombarding plutonium with neutrons. 
37. An inference that if things agree in some 
respects they probably agree in others. 
39. In an avid manner. 
41. An associate degree in applied science. 
43. A column of light (as from a beacon). 
44. The capital and largest city of Yemen. 
45. The sacred city of Lamaism. 
48. Late time of life. 
49. (Greek mythology) Greek god of war. 
50. The sixth month of the civil year. 
53. An ugly evil-looking old woman. 
55. A Russian prison camp for political prisoners. 
58. The 11th letter of the Hebrew alphabet. 
61. Reddish long-tailed monkey of west Africa. 
65. Not subjected to an aging process. 
67. Someone given to disputes over words. 
68. Make amends for. 
69. Having the leading position or higher score 
in a contest. 
72. Minute aquatic herbs floating on or below 
the water surface of still water consisting of a 
leaflike frond or plant body and single root. 
73. A barrier consisting of a horizontal bar and 
supports. 
74. Relating to or consisting of or producing or 
resembling milk. 
76. (computer science) The smallest discrete 
component of an image or picture on a CRT 
screen (usually a colored dot). 
77. A low heavy horsecart without sides. 
78. Any place of pain and turmoil. 
79. A sweetened beverage of diluted fruit juice. 
 

DOWN 
1. Small buffalo of the Celebes having small 
straight horns. 
2. Large lipoproteins rich in triglycerides. 
3. An organization of countries formed in 1961 to 
agree on a common policy for the sale of 
petroleum. 
4. A cephalosporin that can be given parenterally 
(trade name Zinacef) or orally by tablets (trade 
name Ceftin). 
5. Having winglike extensions. 
6. Vietnamese New Year. 
7. Moving quickly and lightly. 
8. A person who lacks confidence, is irresolute 
and wishy-washy. 
9. The cry made by sheep. 
10. A member of one of the four divisions of the 
prehistoric Greeks. 
11. God of dawn and light. 
12. Cause annoyance in. 
13. A unit of weight used in some Moslem coun-
tries near the Mediterranean. 
14. English essayist (1775-1834). 
22. A member of the Iroquoian people formerly 
living east of Lake Ontario. 
25. Cubes of meat marinated and cooked on a 
skewer usually with vegetables. 
27. Chiefly tropical marine fishes with fleshy lips 
and powerful teeth. 
29. Connected with or belonging to or used in a 
navy. 
30. Unable to see. 
32. Small terrestrial lizard of warm regions of the 
Old World. 
33. The eighth month of the civil year. 
36. The world's largest desert (3,500,000 square 
miles) in North Africa. 
38. Toward the mouth or oral region. 
40. Washing out a hollow organ (especially the 
stomach) by flushing with water. 
42. A river in north central Switzerland that runs 
northeast into the Rhine. 
46. The residue that remains when something is 
burned. 
47. Source of a tough elastic wood. 
51. In a wise manner. 
52. A state in northwestern North America. 
54. Greek god of light. 
56. Remove a bar from (a door, for example). 
57. Genus of western United States annuals with 
showy yellow or white flowers. 
59. A sheet of metal or wood or glass or plastic. 
60. A blind god. 
62. A resort city in western Florida. 
63. (of complexion) Blemished by imperfections 
of the skin. 
64. A sedimentary rock formed by the deposition 
of successive layers of clay. 
66. Surrealist Spanish painter (1904-1989). 
70. Imperial dynasty that ruled China (most of 
the time) from 206 BC to 221 and expanded its 
boundaries and developed its bureaucracy. 
71. Liquid containing proteins and electrolytes 
including the liquid in blood plasma and intersti-
tial fluid. 
75. An associate degree in nursing.
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Aries (March 21-April 19)

STAR TRACK

Taurus (April 20-May 20)

Gemini (May 21-June 20)  

Cancer (June 21-July 22)

Leo (July 23-August 22) 

Virgo (August 23-September 22) 

Libra (September 23-October 22) 

Scorpio (October 23-November 21) 

Sagittarius (November 22-December 21) 

Capricorn (December 22-January 19)

 Pisces (February 19-March 20)

Aquarius (January 20- February 18) 

The desire to go off by yourself and enjoy a little solitude is likely to be in conflict 
with the reality of your obligations today, Leo. You could find yourself spacing out 
at times and unable to concentrate on any tasks at hand, so try to stay focused. 
Some irritating letters or phone calls could come your way, but nothing that you 
can't deal with. See an exciting movie tonight.

Don't expect any creative projects to go smoothly today, Virgo. You could experi-
ence mental blocks that you find difficult to get beyond. Don't let it get to you. The 
blocks will pass. Just put the project aside and get back to it later. A phone call from 
a friend might bring some disconcerting news that could cause you to want to pass 
it on to others. Before you do, make sure you have the facts straight.

An argument with your partner could have you feeling very disheartened and 
somewhat depressed today, Capricorn. Yet you probably are too shaken up to feel 
like discussing it with him or her. Spend the day keeping yourself busy and work-
ing off your frustration. Forget about it for a while, Capricorn. This should enable 
you to see the situation more objectively, so that you'll be in the proper frame of 
mind to kiss and make up when the evening comes.

You might wake up this morning feeling a little less than your usual self, Aquarius, 
and you might not be able to figure out why. There could be some sort of minor 
physical imbalance or you might be suffering from eyestrain. This could put you a 
little out of sorts with yourself and everyone else, particularly if you’re stressed 
about work responsibilities. Avoid computers, if possible, and take time during the 
day to run or go for a brisk walk.

Today, Pisces, you might find yourself getting more irritated than you usually 
would at the quirks of friends, colleagues, partners, and children. Nerves could be 
frayed and tempers around you frazzled. At times like this it's best to remain cen-
tered and make the effort to be your usual warm and friendly self. No lasting rifts 
are likely to result, but tension with others can make for an uncomfortable day.

Some rather unsettling communications could come your way today, perhaps 
from out of state. This isn't likely to be anything serious, Taurus, but it could be 
enough to put your nose a little out of joint. Changes in your neighborhood might 
interfere with your daily routine. A neighbor or relative could be ill and you might 
feel obligated to help them out a little. This is fine as long as you don't commit to 
too much.

Some minor money matters may need to be handled today, Gemini, and you might 
find this irritating as you probably have other things you'd rather do. The situation 
could cause some petty friction with family members, but that will pass. However, 
you'll be able to muster all your innate skills and get the money matters handled, 
which will leave the rest of the day to do what you want. Hang in there.

The healing of a temporary rift with your partner is likely to take place today, with a 
lot of honest communication and more apologies than are necessary. You might find 
that a lot of issues have come out in the open and that there is a new understanding 
between the two of you. A move could be coming up, Cancer, or at least changes 
within the household you have now.

Obligations to others could incline you toward staying home today, Libra, but 
important career issues could pull you in to work. This could cause some inner con-
flict, and you may have to face a choice. Only you can make that choice, but take 
care to be objective and take all the facts into consideration. Don't get yourself all 
emotionally worked up. This will only exacerbate the situation.

Today you’re likely to feel torn in two different directions, Scorpio. A part of you 
could want to sequester yourself somewhere and read, while another part of you 
feels that you should get out, go somewhere, and do something. You may be more 
impatient than usual with squabbles between colleagues or family members. It 
might be a good idea to do some exercise during the day to work off the inner ten-
sions. Relax with a good book in the evening!

Minor difficulties over money could put you in a state of frustration. The problems 
aren’t Earthshaking, but they still need to be handled and could take up a lot of time 
that you’d rather spend doing something else. Giving in to your frustration could 
waste more time than simply handling the situation and moving on, however. Try to 
keep your cool, Sagittarius. Take your problems in both hands, resolve them, and 
move on.



MONDAY, FEBRUARY 17, 2020

Established 1961 

A reveler wearing a period costume takes part in the Venice Carnival yesterday in Venice. — AFP

Is the battle of Brexit all over? Not for British
artist Cold War Steve who, armed with only
a laptop, is continuing the fight through his

satirical dystopian collages. Ever since Britain
finally left the European Union on Jan 31, the
artist has been flooded with messages from
pro-Brexit supporters telling him it’s over, he
lost, move on. But the 44-year-old, whose real
name is Christopher Spencer, insists: “No, I’m
not going to move on. I’m going to keep them
under scrutiny.”

In his sights are what he sees as the populist
“lies” of Prime Minister Boris Johnson’s
Conservative government. Cold War Steve’s col-
lages are created at the table in a small, cluttered
room in his red-brick home in Sutton Coldfield,
near Birmingham in central England. He thinks up
ideas during the night while his wife and their
three daughters are asleep, then works on them
during the day. The artist gradually refines the
Photoshop collages which have brought him
225,000 Twitter followers, as well as a solid anti-
Brexit reputation.

‘Misplaced and absurd’ 
In one montage posted on Brexit Day eve, he

hijacked a photo of Brexit Party members of the
European Parliament waving miniature British
flags during their farewell session in the cham-
ber. They are at the bottom of a sinkhole in a
tarmac driveway between a paunchy-looking
Johnson sprawled on a bench in flip-flops and
US President Donald Trump with his backside
turned to the viewer. “I just wanted them to look
stupid,” he said.

In the background, a mountain of garbage
evokes Britain’s 1978-1979 “winter of discon-
tent”, when rubbish went uncollected during
strikes. His imaginary scenes are often situated
in unmistakably British settings - typically grim
ones that hark back to a less than glorious past.
“They’re always wanting to go back to Britain
before EU membership, before cultural diversity.
So I often stick them back in these so-called
glory days,” he said. “They’ve got a hangover
from the empire and an obsession with World
War II. And the fallacy that Britain was standing
alone and can do it again... it’s all just misplaced
and absurd.”

In his spoof scenarios, Queen Elizabeth II,
celebrities, politicians, soap stars, TV presenters,
football managers and business chiefs regularly
turn up in the most unlikely places. But there is
one recurring character who has become the
artist’s trademark: Actor Steve McFadden, play-
ing troubled hardman Phil Mitchell in the BBC
soap opera “EastEnders”. For Cold War Steve, he
represents an everyman figure - a disconcerted
or disappointed onlooker.

Therapy to success 
Even though he despises Brexit, Cold War

Steve accepts the divisive issue in Britain’s history
has also brought him success - and even salva-
tion. The probation officer, who went through

several jobs after studying art, began to compose
montages on his mobile phone in 2016. It was
something to do on the bus to and from work and
helped him combat drink and depression. Initially
they were incongruous scenes placing McFadden
in the Cold War - hence the artist’s name.

Then, in June 2016, a 52 percent majority in
Britain voted in favor of Brexit, and the artist
changed course. “It was devastating. I was just
completely shocked,” he said. He channelled his
anger into art, finding that making Brexit-related
collages was “very therapeutic”. His creations
quickly took off and garnered an online following.
Now he has books to his name, the cover of Time
magazine and an exhibition in London. He has
also collaborated with the Scottish National
Gallery of Modern Art and the Birmingham

Museum and Art Gallery.

‘Good for business’
Trump has increasingly become a fixture. One

recent work depicted the US president and his
fellow Republicans in a reworking of Hieronymus
Bosch’s hellscape “The Garden of Earthly
Delights”. Cold War Steve’s next exhibition is an
original move: in April, anyone can download 23
works for free and exhibit them wherever they
see fit. He cannot imagine giving it all up. “They
(Johnson’s administration) keep providing endless
material for satirists because they’re just so
inept,” he said. “I’m in a difficult position where
the worst thing... was for Boris Johnson to
become prime minister. But then from a work
point of view, it’s good for business!” —  AFP 

This handout digitally created collage created and released by British artist Cold War Steve on
Friday entitled ‘The Winter of Miscreants’ shows an imaginary scene combining the images of
(from left) Britain’s Prime Minister Boris Johnson, actor Steve McFadden, chef and presenter
Paul Hollywood, Number 10 special advisor Dominic Cummings, former MEP and Brexit Party
leader Nigel Farage in a sinkhole waving a Union Flag and US President Donald Trump. — AFP  

A passer-by touches street art showing the stenciled image of a young girl
firing a slingshot of flowers and leaves and confirmed, on his official social
media accounts, by elusive artist Banksy as his work on the wall of a build-
ing in Bristol. — AFP

Anew Valentine’s Day work by
UK street artist Banksy, show-
ing a young girl firing a sling-

shot of flowers, has been defaced after
appearing on a building in western
England. A photograph circulating on
social media showed abusive graffiti
likely directed at local authorities in
the city of Britol scrawled across the

artwork in the south west England city.
Banksy confirmed he was the

artist by posting two images of it on
his Instagram account in the early
hours of Valentine’s Day. “It’s a real
shame, but it was always going to
happen, unfortunately,” a local resi-
dent told the domestic Press
Association news agency. — AFP

Britain’s duchess Kate, the wife of Prince
William, discussed the importance of the
early years of childhood during her first

podcast interview released on Saturday, prais-
ing the experiences she shared with her grand-
mother. Kate, officially known as the Duchess
of Cambridge, told the “Happy Mum, Happy
Baby” podcast that she has tried to replicate
those times with her own three children.

“If I take the experience from my own
childhood coupled with what I know now and

what I’ve learnt from the experts in the early
years sector, I think there’s a few things that
really stand out for me,” she said. “I had an
amazing granny who devoted a lot of time for
us, playing with us, doing arts and crafts and
going into her greenhouse and doing garden-
ing stuff and cooking with us and I try and
incorporate a lot of the experiences that she
gave us at the time into the experiences that I
give my children now.” — Reuters

Britain’s Catherine, Duchess of Cambridge, visits the ‘Back To Nature’ festival
at RHS Garden Wisley, near Woking, Surrey, Britain. — Reuters
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Richard Quinn, the rising star of British
design, on Saturday dazzled London
fashion week, playing the glamour card

with a sumptuous, flower-filled show. A gradu-
ate four years ago from London’s prestigious
Central Saint Martins, Quinn was quickly rec-
ognized for his daring and originality and big
names such as Amal Clooney have worn his
work. There were rich colors, dresses with
trains, flowers, crystals and feathers galore at
the show held at an art deco venue near
Westminster in central London. 

Earlier in the day, different aspects of femi-
ninity lit up London Fashion Week,  from the
chic of Petar Petrov to the playful colors of
Molly Goddard and the unabashed glamour of
Halpern. Meanwhile outside the shows
Extinction Rebellion protesters paraded in
barbed-wire dresses. Dozens of demonstra-
tors blocked the road near the main building

hosting the catwalk shows, which began on
Friday and continue until Tuesday.  “We start-
ed by blocking the road, four people were
wearing barbed wire dresses and attached
themselves to the ground,” XR spokeswoman
Sara Arnold, 33, told AFP. “The system is based
on obsolescence, exploitation and overpro-
duction. This affects the planet, the people, the
animals. It needs systemic change.”

It is not the first time “XR” activists have
targeted fashion week, having covered them-
selves in fake blood and tied themselves to the
entrance at last September’s event. The move-
ment sent a letter on Monday to the industry
lobby group British Fashion Council asking
them to cancel London’s fashion week in
September.  Conscious of the accusations, the
industry is this week showcasing its efforts in
an exhibition dedicated to “positive fashion”.

Flares and thin belts 
Many designers concerned about the

impact of fashion on the environment are
choosing to use renewable or recycled materi-
als and support local craftsmanship.  But envi-
ronmental activists believe this is not enough
and that urgent action is needed. The protest

took place on the second day of Fashion
Week, which saw the first London show of
Petar Petrov, who presented his women’s
autumn/winter 2020/21 collection.

The designer, whose brand has just cele-
brated its tenth anniversary, unveiled the ele-
gant and sober collection in the surroundings
of the Royal Institute of British Architects
(RIBA) listed headquarters located near
Regent’s Park.  The collection was marked by
extra-long flared sleeves and wide trouser
suits held in place by thin belts. Versatility was
key, with coats worn as dresses and scarf
necks and draped jackets that can be tied in
different ways.  

‘Grew up without elegance’ 
“I grew up without elegance, I grew up in a

socialistic town and everyone had the same,”
said the designer, who grew up in Bulgaria and
the Ukraine with his tailor mother.  He inherit-
ed her love of fabrics, a legacy that has
become central to the company’s ethos.  By
contrast, Molly Goddard brought bright colors
and fun to the catwalk, with candy-pink tulle
dresses and frills on display.

The 31-year-old Briton said she was

inspired by her childhood and visiting
London’s vintage markets.  “It was sort of the
starting point for my collection, my childhood

near Portobello market, it was such a fun area,”
she said after the show, explaining that as a
child she dressed up especially to go to the
bric-a-brac stalls.  Their spirit is reflected in
her mix of styles, with dresses and petticoats
worn with mohair sweaters in an explosive
palette of canary yellow, royal blue, pink, red
and fuchsia, the designer’s favorite color.

The glamour king 
Fuchsia and electric blue fabrics showered

in sequins were the shimmering themes for
Michael Halpern, a London-based New Yorker
who has been called the “king of new glam-
our”. The London offering of Halpern, who
worked at Oscar de la Renta and Versace
before launching his eponymous collection,

featured short, busty dresses adorned with
giant bows, or flared trousers with multicol-
ored sequins, resulting in an overall theme of
unfettered female glamour.

Less spectacular, but perhaps more wear-
able, was the collection of South Korean
designer Rejina Pyo. Working with wide
shoulder designs and asymmetrical lines, Pyo
went for autumnal colors black, beige and
brown, and used just enough blue and green to
lift the collection’s overall mood. — AFP

London Fashion Week opened on Friday with
more than 60 shows scheduled over five days,
including from Burberry and Tommy Hilfiger, but

with participation dented by the novel coronavirus
epidemic. The British Fashion Council (BFC), which
organizes the event, said it expected attendance from
Chinese media and buyers “to be significantly
reduced” due to the travel restrictions imposed as a
result of the outbreak.  To reach those unable to visit
from China, the world’s biggest consumer of luxury
goods, the council announced a partnership with

media group Business of Fashion China to relay images
and details of catwalk shows.

It would help “ensure that our two audiences
remain incredibly connected”, said BFC chief executive
Caroline Rush. The COVID-19 epidemic-as the World
Health Organization has formally named it-has so far
claimed around 1,600 lives and infected more than
60,000 people. The vast majority have been in China,
the source of the outbreak, but it has also spread
around the world, including to Britain where nine cases
have been identified.

Fashion week organizers said they would carry out
“deep cleans” every evening at the event’s central
London hub, while anti-bacterial hand sanitizers will
be made available throughout the venue. But concerns
about the outbreak go well beyond the immediate
threat to those attending.  British fashion house
Burberry warned last week of a “material negative
effect on luxury demand”, as Chinese consumers
stayed at home. “There are definitely concerns in the
fashion industry,” BFC chairwoman Stephanie Phair
told AFP, while adding that it “has always faced chal-
lenges and is a resilient industry.” British fashion is

already facing the challenge of Brexit. The country is
preparing to leave the European Union’s single market
at the end of this year-and with it, risks new controls
on EU trade. “London is open for business,” Phair
insisted.

Sustainability focus 
The showcase opened on Friday with the debut

show by Yuhan Wang, a London-based designer origi-
nally from Weihai in north-east China. She showed
long and light floral dresses, dominated by lace with a
bohemian, melancholic feel. Also showing in London
this week are queens of punk rock culture Vivienne
Westwood and Pam Hogg, along with big British names
such as Chalayan, JW Anderson and Victoria Beckham.
Meanwhile Vienna-based designer Petar Petrov will be
among the newcomers showcasing at Fashion East,
London’s pioneering non-profit initiative championing
emerging talent.

After largely deserting New York Fashion Week in
recent years, Tommy Hilfiger returns to London to
unveil his fourth “TommyxLewis” collection, which has
a strong focus on sustainability. With climate change

concerns paramount, an increasing number of design-
ers are choosing to use renewable materials and sup-
port local crafts. That trend is set to feature in the col-
lections of Mulberry, Phoebe English, and Johnstons of
Elgin-all with a strong production presence in
England. Under pressure from environmental activists,
London organizers are trying to improve the image of
the event and promote good practices.

They include a “switch to blue” campaign to bring
the industry together “to lead in ambitious environ-
mental action”, as well as a collaboration with designer
Richard Malone for a reusable canvas bag. On
Tuesday, young designer Rosh Mahtani, founder of the
jewelry brand Alighieri, will receive the Queen
Elizabeth II Award for British Design, for her “ethical
approach and commitment to local manufacturing”.
However, activist group Extinction Rebellion has called
for next season’s event in September to be scrapped,
denouncing the fashion industry’s “exploitation of
planet, people and animals”. It has previously protest-
ed at London Fashion Week and plans further “creative
disruptions” on Saturday. — AFP

British fashion designer Richard Quinn (center) poses with his models after presenting his catwalk show for the Autumn/Winter 2020 collection
on the second day of London Fashion Week in London.

Models present creations by fashion house Richard Quinn during the catwalk show for their
Autumn/Winter 2020 collection on the second day of London Fashion Week in London. — AFP

Models present creations by designer Molly
Goddard during the catwalk show for the
Autumn/Winter 2020 collection on the second
day of London Fashion Week in London.—AFP

Models present creations by fashion house Rejina Pyo. — AFP



Monday, February 17, 2020L i f e s t y l e Fe a t u r e s

Established 1961 21

Wednesday, Feb 12 marked the opening of One
Moment Please Cafe next to the One Moment
Please luxury children’s fashion shop in Al

Muhallab Mall.  The opening was attended by the
General Manager of Moments Group Abdulhameed Al-
Fares and the Managing Director Dalal Al-Fares, who
welcomed a large number of prominent guests from
Kuwait and abroad. 

One Moment Please Cafe is the newest addition to
Moment Group’s portfolio of fashion shops and restau-
rants in Kuwait and Bahrain. “It has been a dream of ours
for many years to open a beautiful European style cafe
next to our shops in Al Muhallab Mall,” said Dalal Al-
Fares, “a cafe that mirrors the DNA and proud history of
our One Moment Please children’s fashion shops”. 

One Moment Please Cafe is beautifully constructed
inside and out. The white facade is handcrafted in wood
and glass with inspiration from Europe, and you enter the
cafe under a big magnolia flower tree. The inside of the
cafe is decorated in hues of grey and white with Carrara
marble on all counters as well as the custom-built pizza
oven. Pastels of pink, green and purple add a romantic
and exclusive look to the cafe.  

The menu at the cafe is international and covers a
wide range of tasteful dishes served from morning to
evening, including sandwiches, salads, pastas, soups,
quiche and more. Homemade cakes and deserts fill up the
sweets counter and is rotated on a regular basis. One
Moment Cafe is officially open to the public and will be
serving its soft opening menu through the month of
February. More dishes and an exciting new breakfast
menu will be launched in the coming weeks.  

Haya Al-Houti is a Kuwaiti fashion
designer that was able with her distin-
guished talent, to reach world status in

a record time. It is a journey of success that
caused a quality move in the fashion world
that impressed elegance experts with her
unique creativity, so it was hard to distin-
guish between her designs and International
fashion collections. 

Al-Houti inherited the love of color mixing
and drawing from her artist father, her talent
came to the fore in the field of fashion design
and ascended to the throne of beauty and

elegance and achieved wide success.
Her world fame started to grow as she

was keen to participate in many fashion
shows. She became famous for her artistic
touches and design creativity, especially in
wedding and evening dresses, and was dis-
tinguished by her ability to impart the special
elegance of her work through her designs for
accessories, handbags and shoes, to make all
lovers of her art and creativity, a high degree
of elegance and excellence.

Haya Al-Houti became famous with her
designs for singers, princesses and the

Kuwaiti celebrities and the Arabian Gulf area.
Her fashion designs gained world fame due
to its accuracy stitching and courage in using
colors and best modern fabrics. Al-Houti said
she is proud with the Arab women who were
able to get into many fields that were not
available before, and she hopes the woman
can reflect her beauty in all other fields.

Her perseverance and love of fashion
made her introduce a new method of design,
that gave her special impression to launch
the best of fashion, and she imposed herself
on the field with her ambition, to a point that
she was able to go a long way with work and
effort in searching for the strongest fashion
trends Kuwaiti woman is looking for, in addi-
tion to Arab and foreign women. She won
many prizes in various countries.
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A participant poses with his cat Burny, a British longhair breed during
Vietnam’s first national cat show in Hanoi amid concerns of the COVID-19 coro-
navirus outbreak. — AFP photos

Vietnam, where cats are viewed by some as
food, hosted its first ever cat show yester-
day, gathering around 60 pedigree cats with

feisty stage names such as Angry Alice, Di Maria
The Great and Timosa Sumo. The show, run by the
World Cat Federation, the world’s largest federation
for cats, featured a dozen different breeds. Event
organizer Nguyen Xuan Son said the aim was to
make people see that cats are worthy of love. “We
also want to form a national playground for pet
owners to practice and gain experience before
competing in international shows,” Son added.

The capital, Hanoi, introduced a ban on eating
cats in 2018 but it is still allowed elsewhere. “In a
country where cats are still served as foods and
stray cats being mistreated are popular, the event

is a chance to raise awareness among people,”
said Nguyen Dieu Hong, one of the attendees.
“Cat is not a sign of bad luck as many Vietnamese
think and should be filled with love.” Over the
course of a day, judges poked and prodded the
animals, felt their fur, stroked their tails, looked at
their teeth and tested their agility.

Seven cats won “best of class” awards and
one, Timosa Sumo, won the heart not just of
judges but of the public, which applauded him
enthusiastically. The blueish grey cat is of
Scottish Fold breed, but owner Dinh Chau Hieu
Tam said it was not just his beauty that made him
a crowd favourite. “He spreads the love to every-
one,” Tam said. “He is my furry son. I just love him
and am proud of him so much.”— Reuters

A participant wearing a protective facemask combs her cat Winter Sonata, a
Persian breed.

A judge holds a cat.

A judge holds a cat during Vietnam’s first national cat show.

A participant carries his cat during Vietnam’s first national cat show.A judge holds Diamond, a blue British shorthair cat.A participant poses with her cat Uslada, a British shorthair breed.

A participant wearing a protective facemask carries
her cat Mochi, a highland fold breed.

Olly Murs’ waxwork is the most-kissed figure at Madame Tussauds. The
‘Heart Skips a Beat’ singer gets a kiss from three in four visitors at the
attraction in Blackpool.  In fact, a dedicated member of staff has been

tasked with keeping his likeness clean and also topping-up his make-up twice
a day. Make-up artist Emma Meehan said: “It’s really hard to keep Olly clean,
which is why I’m looking after him almost full-time at the moment. “All our wax
figures have their hair and make-up done regularly to keep them looking their
best, but with Olly I’m having to clean off lip gloss every hour. “His make-up
needs re-doing and his hair needs restyling all of the time, too. He’s such a
popular wax figure because he is a cheeky chap in real life and very hand-
some.” Superfan Taylor Nicole recently visited the attraction to give Olly a
smooch.She said: “The opportunity to kiss the next-best-thing was a dream
come true.”

Parasite” director Bong Joon-ho was greeted with cheers and applause
as he returned to South Korea yesterday after his historic four-Oscar
win. About 300 reporters and fans were waiting to greet Bong as he

arrived at the Incheon International Airport. “Thank you for the applause, I
would like send a round of applause back to you all for coping so well with
the coronavirus,” Bong said. “I will join the effort to overcome the corona by
washing my hands diligently. Happy to be home.” “Parasite” became the first
foreign-language film to win best picture in the 92-year history of the
Academy Awards on Feb 9.

It won a total of four Oscars, including best director and original screen-
play for Bong Joon-ho and best international feature film. The film is a tale of
two South Korean families - the wealthy Parks and the poor Kims - that mir-
rors the deepening disparities in Asia’s fourth-largest economy and has
struck a chord with global audiences. Koreans have been celebrating for the
past week. Local cinemas and TV channels began a rerun of the film, as well
as showing Bong’s other films including “Snowpiercer” and “Memories of
Murder.” Bong and the cast of “Parasite” are scheduled to hold a press con-
ference on Wednesday.  — Reuters

Bizarre news 

Half of British adults take their mobile phones with
them to the toilet, according to a new poll. A fur-
ther 16% admitted taking their tablet with them

for company, while 4% are accompanied by a games
console.  People in London, Leeds, Belfast and
Birmingham were most likely to take their phones to the
loo, while those in Nottingham and Norwich were most
likely to stay offline. Dan Simson, the head of Direct
Line Home Insurance, said: “As a nation we are so
addicted to our mobile devices that we even take them
to the toilet. “Alongside the health risk of using these
devices on the lavatory, taking them to the bathroom
will be costly if they are dropped down the toilet or
into the sink.” The poll also found that 40% of respon-
dents have accidentally dropped an item down the toi-
let or sink - with mobile phones and jewelry the most
common items. — BangShowbiz

Amusic fan has been
reunited with a cassette
she lost on holiday 25

years ago after spotting it at an
exhibition. Stella Wedell was 12
when she took the tape on hol-
iday to Spain. It washed up on
a beach thousands of miles
away and was spotted by artist
Mandy Barker, who had the
tape restored by an expert at
Plymouth university and
included it in her exhibition.
Mandy said: “It was an out-
standing chance for Stella to
walk into my exhibition and
recognize her tape.” Stella, from Germany, admitted that seeing the exhibit - the tape
and a playlist - rang a bell with her. She explained: “When I was reading the tracklist,
it seemed very familiar to me. I always made tapes from my CDs at this time to listen
to them with my Walkman, especially for holidays. “I took a picture of it and com-
pared it with the original CD, which I still have - and it was exactly the same tracklist,
but starting with track three. I remember that I didn’t like the first two songs on the
CD because I felt they were too old so I wouldn’t have included them when I record-
ed the tape.”

South Korean director Bong Joon-ho (center right) walks past the media upon his
arrival at Incheon airport, west of Seoul, yesterday after his film Parasite won the
Oscar for Best Picture. — AFP
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Arrival Flights on Monday 17/2/2020 
Airlines Flt Route Time 
PIA 239 Sialkot 00:05 
IGO 1757 Kochi 00:10 
AIC 989 Mumbai 00:10 
JZR 254 Amman 00:45 
THY 772 Istanbul 00:50 
JZR 734 Cairo 00:50 
PGT 858 Istanbul 00:55 
KAC 102 London 00:55 
KAC 504 Beirut 01:05 
DLH 625 Dammam 01:30 
RJA 642 Amman 01:40 
THY 764 Istanbul 01:50 
IGO 1759 Delhi 01:55 
JZR 722 Alexandria 01:55 
UAE 853 Dubai 02:15 
GFA 211 Bahrain 02:30 
QTR 1086 Doha 02:40 
OMA 643 Muscat 02:55 
ETD 305 Abu Dhabi 03:10 
MSR 612 Cairo 03:15 
QTR 1076 Doha 04:00 
IGO 1751 Chennai 04:10 
KAC 418 Manila 04:25 
OHY 352 Istanbul 04:30 
KAC 302 Mumbai 04:40 
JZR 540 KTM 04:45 
JZR 702 Asyut 04:50 
FDB 069 Dubai 05:00 
KAC 382 Delhi 05:00 
DHX 170 Bahrain 05:10 
KAC 358 Kochi 05:10 
JZR 404 Hyderabad 05:10 
THY 770 Istanbul 05:25 
JZR 654 OSS 05:25 
JZR 502 Lahore 05:35 
JZR 112 Doha 05:35 
KAC 346 Ahmedabad 05:45 
UAE 873 Dubai 05:50 
JZR 216 Jeddah 05:50 
KAC 284 Dhaka 05:55 
JZR 402 Mumbai 06:05 
KAC 344 Chennai 06:10 
KAC 544 Cairo 07:00 
BAW 157 London 07:05 
KAC 678 Dubai 07:05 
RBG 213 Sohag 07:10 
IGO 1766 Mumbai 07:10 
KAC 204 Lahore 07:15 
FDB 053 Dubai 07:50 
QTR 1084 Doha 08:00 
KAC 354 Bengaluru 08:25 
KAC 622 Doha 08:30 
UAE 855 Dubai 08:35 
ETD 301 Abu Dhabi 08:55 
JZR 102 Bahrain 08:55 
KAC 334 Trivandrum 09:00 
ABY 125 Sharjah 09:05 
KAC 384 Delhi 09:30 
KAC 304 Mumbai 09:30 
FDB 055 Dubai 09:40 
IGO 1753 Ahmedabad 09:40 
QTR 1070 Doha 09:45 
GFA 213 Bahrain 10:40 
AXB 395 Kozhikode 10:50 
JZR 708 Luxor 10:55 
AXB 889 Mangalore/Bahrain 11:10 
JZR 122 Dubai 11:15 
QTR 1074 Doha 11:35 
KAC 352 Kochi 11:35 
MEA 404 Beirut 11:55 
MSR 610 Cairo 12:25 
UAE 871 Dubai 12:50 
QTR 1078 Doha 13:35 
KAC 614 Bahrain 13:50 
RBG 553 Alexandria 14:05 
KNE 231 Riyadh 14:10 
UAE 877 Dubai 14:10 

FDB 059 Dubai 14:15 
KAC 752 ELQ 14:20 
KAC 672 Dubai 14:25 
KAC 742 Dammam 14:35 
GFA 221 Bahrain 14:40 
KAC 774 Riyadh 14:40 
SVA 500 Jeddah 14:45 
KAC 118 New York 14:50 
KAC 364 Colombo 14:50 
KAC 286 Dhaka 14:55 
KAC 618 Doha 15:00 
KNE 529 Jeddah 15:10 
ETD 303 Abu Dhabi 15:15 
KAC 788 Jeddah 15:25 
JZR 222 Riyadh 15:30 
OMA 645 Muscat 15:35 
KAC 412 Bangkok 15:40 
KAC 562 Amman 15:40 
UAE 857 Dubai 15:45 
JZR 732 Cairo 15:50 
ABY 127 Sharjah 15:55 
JZR 152 Mashhad 16:00 
JZR 212 Jeddah 16:25 
QTR 1072 Doha 16:35 
JZR 116 Doha 16:40 
FDB 051 Dubai 16:45 
KAC 546 Cairo 16:45 
KAC 502 Beirut 16:45 
KAC 516 Tehran 16:50 
SAW 705 Damascus 17:00 
FEG 341 Sohag 17:20 
SVA 510 Riyadh 17:25 
GFA 215 Bahrain 17:30 
JZR 214 Jeddah 17:45 
UAE 875 Dubai 18:00 
FDB 063 Dubai 18:15 
JZR 124 Dubai 18:20 
MSR 620 Cairo 18:30 
QTR 1080 Doha 18:30 
JZR 306 Istanbul 18:55 
RJA 640 Amman 19:10 
KAC 156 Istanbul 19:20 
ABY 123 Sharjah 19:25 
GFA 217 Bahrain 19:30 
QTR 1090 Doha 19:35 
KAC 744 Dammam 19:35 
KAC 782 Jeddah 19:50 
JZR 104 Bahrain 19:55 
KNE 381 Taif 20:00 
KAC 776 Riyadh 20:05 
OMA 647 Muscat 20:20 
KAC 616 Bahrain 20:25 
QTR 1088 Doha 20:30 
KAC 174 Munich 20:45 
DLH 624 Frankfurt 20:55 
KAC 674 Dubai 20:55 
ALK 229 Colombo 21:20 
ETD 307 Abu Dhabi 21:20 
MEA 402 Beirut 21:20 
UAE 859 Dubai 21:30 
GFA 219 Bahrain 21:45 
KLM 445 Amsterdam 21:50 
SVA 7497 Jeddah 22:00 
KAC 620 Doha 22:00 
KAC 168 Paris 22:00 
KAC 564 Amman 22:00 
QTR 1082 Doha 22:05 
ETD 309 Abu Dhabi 22:15 
AIC 975 Chennai/Goa 22:25 
SVA 514 Riyadh 22:30 
KAC 786 Jeddah 22:50 
GOW 061 CNN 23:00 
QTR 1092 Doha 23:10 
SVA 502 Jeddah 23:10 
MSC 411 Asyut 23:15 
JZR 002 LGW 23:15 
KAC 542 Cairo 23:45 
FDB 071 Dubai 23:45 

Departure Flights on Monday 17/2/2020 
Airlines Flt Route Time 
JZR 215 Jeddah 00:05 
AIC 982 Ahmedabad/Chennai 00:05 
MSC 412 Asyut 00:15 
QTR 1093 Doha 00:25 
FDB 072 Dubai 00:40 
PIA 240 Sialkot 01:05 
AIC 990 Mumbai 01:10 
IGO 1758 Kochi 01:10 
JZR 111 Doha 01:55 
KAC 285 Dhaka 02:00 
KAC 363 Colombo 02:00 
PGT 859 Istanbul 02:00 
KAC 677 Dubai 02:10 
THY 773 Istanbul 02:20 
KAC 417 Manila 02:30 
DLH 625 Frankfurt 02:30 
IGO 1765 Delhi 02:55 
UAE 854 Dubai 03:40 
OMA 644 Muscat 03:55 
THY 765 Istanbul 04:00 
QTR 1087 Doha 04:00 
ETD 306 Abu Dhabi 04:00 
MSR 613 Cairo 04:15 
KAC 621 Doha 04:20 
JZR 707 Luxor 04:40 
IGO 1752 Chennai 05:10 
QTR 1077 Doha 05:30 
OHY 351 Istanbul 05:30 
JZR 101 Bahrain 05:50 
THY 771 Istanbul 06:25 
JZR 121 Dubai 06:35 
RJA 643 Amman 06:55 
FDB 070 Dubai 07:05 
GFA 212 Bahrain 07:15 
UAE 874 Dubai 07:15 
KAC 413 Bangkok 07:30 
KAC 167 Paris 07:35 
RBG 214 Sohag 07:50 
IGO 1767 Mumbai 08:10 
KAC 173 Munich 08:20 
FDB 054 Dubai 08:35 
JZR 001 LGW 08:40 
KAC 787 Jeddah 09:00 
KAC 501 Beirut 09:00 
JZR 731 Cairo 09:10 
BAW 156 London 09:10 
KAC 545 Cairo 09:30 
QTR 1085 Doha 09:30 
KAC 561 Amman 09:45 
KAC 671 Dubai 09:45 
KAC 101 London 09:45 
ABY 126 Sharjah 09:45 
JZR 151 Mashhad 09:55 
ETD 302 Abu Dhabi 09:55 
KAC 751 ELQ 10:00 
KAC 117 New York 10:00 
UAE 856 Dubai 10:00 
KAC 613 Bahrain 10:05 
KAC 773 Riyadh 10:15 
KAC 155 Istanbul 10:20 
KAC 617 Doha 10:35 
FDB 056 Dubai 10:35 
JZR 211 Jeddah 10:40 
IGO 1754 Ahmedabad 10:40 
QTR 1071 Doha 11:00 
JZR 305 Istanbul 11:10 
KAC 741 Dammam 11:20 
GFA 214 Bahrain 11:25 
AXB 396 Kozhikode 11:50 
JZR 213 Jeddah 12:00 
JZR 221 Riyadh 12:00 
KAC 515 Tehran 12:10 
AXB 890 Mangalore 12:10 
MEA 405 Beirut 12:55 

JZR 115 Doha 13:00 
QTR 1075 Doha 13:00 
MSR 611 Cairo 13:25 
KAC 781 Jeddah 13:30 
JZR 123 Dubai 13:40 
KAC 105 London 14:00 
UAE 872 Dubai 14:15 
RBG 554 Alexandria 14:45 
QTR 1079 Doha 15:00 
KNE 382 Taif 15:00 
FDB 060 Dubai 15:05 
GFA 222 Bahrain 15:25 
UAE 878 Dubai 15:40 
KAC 775 Riyadh 15:45 
KAC 673 Dubai 15:50 
KAC 563 Amman 16:00 
SVA 501 Jeddah 16:00 
KNE 530 Jeddah 16:00 
KAC 743 Dammam 16:20 
KAC 541 Cairo 16:20 
ETD 304 Abu Dhabi 16:20 
KAC 785 Jeddah 16:30 
OMA 646 Muscat 16:35 
ABY 128 Sharjah 16:35 
JZR 103 Bahrain 16:50 
KAC 615 Bahrain 16:55 
JZR 403 Hyderabad 17:30 
KAC 361 Colombo 17:30 
KAC 357 Kochi 17:35 
KAC 619 Doha 17:35 
UAE 858 Dubai 17:45 
FDB 052 Dubai 17:45 
JZR 539 KTM 17:50 
KAC 331 Trivandrum 17:55 
QTR 1073 Doha 18:00 
SAW 706 Damascus 18:00 
JZR 733 Cairo 18:10 
FEG 342 Sohag 18:20 
SVA 511 Riyadh 18:20 
GFA 216 Bahrain 18:20 
KAC 301 Mumbai 18:35 
KAC 381 Delhi 18:50 
JZR 721 Alexandria 18:55 
JZR 253 Amman 19:20 
FDB 064 Dubai 19:20 
UAE 876 Dubai 19:30 
MSR 621 Cairo 19:30 
QTR 1081 Doha 19:55 
ABY 124 Sharjah 20:05 
RJA 641 Amman 20:10 
GFA 218 Bahrain 20:15 
KAC 345 Ahmedabad 20:25 
KAC 353 Bengaluru 20:35 
KNE 232 Riyadh 20:50 
JZR 401 Mumbai 20:55 
QTR 1091 Doha 21:00 
OMA 648 Muscat 21:20 
DLH 624 Dammam 21:45 
DHX 171 Bahrain 21:50 
QTR 1089 Doha 21:55 
JZR 507 KHI 22:00 
KAC 203 Lahore 22:15 
MEA 403 Beirut 22:20 
ETD 308 Abu Dhabi 22:25 
ALK 230 Colombo 22:25 
GFA 220 Bahrain 22:30 
KLM 445 Bahrain 22:50 
UAE 860 Dubai 22:55 
ETD 310 Abu Dhabi 23:05 
KAC 383 Delhi 23:20 
QTR 1083 Doha 23:25 
SVA 515 Riyadh 23:25 
KAC 543 Cairo 23:30 
SVA 7497 Jeddah 23:30 
KAC 303 Mumbai 23:40 
GOW 062 CNN 23:55 

Classifieds
Monday, February 17, 2020

Sabah Hospital                                                 24812000

Amiri Hospital                                                  22450005

Maternity Hospital                                         24843100 

Mubarak Al-Kabir Hospital                        25312700

    Chest Hospital                                                  24849400

    Farwaniya Hospital                                       24892010 

    Adan Hospital                                                   23940620 

    Ibn Sina Hospital                                            24840300 

    Al-Razi Hospital                                               24846000 

   Physiotherapy Hospital                               24874330/9 

Kaizen center 25716707 

Rawda 22517733 

Adaliya 22517144 

Khaldiya 24848075 

Kaifan 24849807 

Shamiya 24848913 

Shuwaikh 24814507 

Abdullah Salem 22549134 

Nuzha 22526804 

Industrial Shuwaikh 24814764 

Qadsiya 22515088 

Dasmah 22532265 

Bneid Al-Gar 22531908 

Shaab 22518752 

Qibla 22459381 

Ayoun Al-Qibla 22451082 

Mirqab 22456536 

Sharq 22465401 

Salmiya 25746401 

CHANGE OF NAME

I, Yaseen Abdur Razzak Rawoot 
S/O Abdul Razzak Adam 
Rawoot holder of Indian 
Passport No. N7013260 issued 
at Kuwait on 07/03/2016 & Civil 
ID No. 276061602539 has 
changed my name from Yaseen 
Abdur Razzak Rawoot to Yaseen 
Abdul Razzak Rawoot here-
inafter in all my dealings and 
documents, I will be known by 
name of Yaseen Abdul Razzak 
(Given name) Rawoot 
(Surname). (C 5639) 
 
I, Yaseen Abdur Razzak Rawoot 
S/O Abdur Razzaque Adam 
Rawoot holder of Indian 
Passport No. N7013260 issued 
at Kuwait on 07/03/2016 & Civil 
ID No. 276061602539 has 
changed my name from Yaseen 
Abdur Razzak Rawoot to Yaseen 
Abdul Razzak Rawoot here-
inafter in all my dealings and 
documents, I will be known by 
name of Yaseen Abdul Razzak 
(Given name) Rawoot 
(Surname). (C 5639) 
 
I, J.Yazar Arafath, holder of 
Indian Passport No. Z5488692 
having permanent address No. 
95, Maraimalai Nagar, 
Kadayakudi PO., Pudukkottai - 
622003, Tamilnadu, India, 
Residing in Kuwait at present, 
hereby declare that henceforth 
my name will be read as under 
Given Name: Yassermaal and 
Surname: Jafarulla. (C 5637) 
 
I, Abdul Rahim Banderkar 
Tawfiq holder of Indian Passport 
No. Z1923691 having perma-
nent address: Mumbai, 
Maharastra, India 400010 resid-
ing in Kuwait at present, hereby 
declare that henceforth my 
name will be read as under 
Given name: Banderkar Tawfiq 
Abdul Rahim. (C 5638) 
17-2-2020 
 
I, Johan Basha Siwkath Ali hold-
er of Indian Passport No: 
J6454129 having permanent 
address Manikkam Nagar, 

Mangalampettai Post, 
Mangalampet (tp) Mangalam 
(sa) Cuddalore Tamil Nadu - 
606104 residing in Kuwait at 
present and hereby declare that 
henceforth my name will be 
read as under John Basha and 
would like to delete my sur-
name. (C 5494) 16-2-2020 
 
I Nilesh Ashok Neve have 
changed my minor son’s name 
from Pritesh to (as follows) 
Surname - Neve, Given name - 
Pritesh Nilesh, herein after all 
his documents will be known as 
above. His Passport No: 
S0930833. (C 5636) 14-2-2020 
 
 
I, Mufaddal Taherbhai Kalol 
Aka Kalolwala holder of Indian 
Passport No. J-4559330 with 
Civil ID No: 288031905238, have 
change my name to Mufaddal 
Taherbhai Kalolwala having per-
manent address at Morning Star 
fatemi mohalla voharwad 
Godhra 389001 Panchmahal 
Gujarat India. (C 5491) 
 
I Syed Reyaz S/o Syedesa hold-
er of Indian Passport No. 
M8397780 issued at Kuwait on 
14/10/2015 & Civil ID No. 
269050504727 has changed my 
name from Syed Reyaz to Syed 
Riyaz hereinafter in all my deal-
ings and documents, I will be 
known by name of Syed Riyaz. 
(C 5492) 
 
I, KASARAGOD MOHAMED 
MOHAMMED ANWAR, holder of 
Indian passport No. R7702989 
issued on 23/05/2017 at Kuwait, 
residing in Kuwait at present, 
having permanent address: 
Kinav, Mardali Road, 
Paduvadukkam, Muttathody, 
Kasaragod, Kerala. PIN 671123. 
Hereby declare that my given 
name changed as: MOHAMMED 
ANWAR and surname is 
KASARAGOD MOHAMED.  
(C 5634) 12-2-2020
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 pseudonym, said that despite the rapid social 

changes, double standards still existed, and that it was 
still considered a “scandal and disgrace” if women 
smoked. The only woman lighting up amid several 
tables of male smokers, she said she intended to “chal-
lenge society” and ignore the occasional dirty looks. 
“My rights will be fully respected when my family 
accepts me as a smoker,” she said, recalling that a 
friend was sent to an addiction clinic when her parents 
found out about her smoking. 

Najla started smoking while still a school student 
and, like her, up to 65 percent of female Saudi high 
schoolers light up secretly, according to a 2015 study 
by the medical faculty at King Abdulaziz University 
cited by Arab News. Despite the limitations, in a coun-
try where until just a few years ago religious police 
would chase and hit women for infractions like wearing 
nail polish or allowing a strand of hair to escape from 
their hijab, the changes have been head-spinning. 
“Most of our women clients order shisha. It’s some-

thing that was totally unimaginable just three months 
ago,” a Lebanese waiter told AFP at an up-market cafe 
in north Riyadh. 

Heba, a 36-year-old longtime smoker who sat at a 
table nearby, described growing up in a closed country 
where “everything was forbidden to women”. “I never 
imagined I would be able to smoke shisha in public next 
to men,” she told AFP. “Now, everything is allowed. 
Women venture out without hijab, without abaya and 
they even smoke publicly.” 

But even as the kingdom has introduced reforms, it 
has attracted condemnation for a heavy-handed 
crackdown on dissidents including intellectuals, cler-
ics and female activists. In 2018, authorities arrested 
at least a dozen women activists just before the his-
toric lifting of the decades-long ban on female 
motorists. Many of the detained have accused inter-
rogators of sexual harassment and torture. Saudi 
authorities reject the accusations. 

“There is no doubt that at the persona level there is 
more freedom,” said Walid Al-Hathloul, whose sister 
Loujain is on trial over allegations of having contacts 
with foreign media and diplomats. “But the reforms in 
favor of women are part of a public relations campaign 
to improve the kingdom’s human rights record,” he told 
AFP. “The arrest and demonization of women activists 
is proof of this - it’s designed so that the reforms will 
not be credited to the activists.” — AFP 

New era sees  
Saudi women...
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 and transfers abroad. “From Monday, Middle East 
(Airlines) and other airline companies operating in 
Lebanon will only accept payments in US dollars,” the offi-
cial National News Agency (NNA) reported yesterday. 

In the wake of the announcement, dozens of cus-
tomers crowded the MEA offices at Beirut airport - the 
only one open yesterday - in the hopes of paying for 
their tickets in Lebanese pounds, images broadcast on 
local TV showed. Middle East Airlines (MEA) is majori-
ty-owned by the Lebanese state and administrated by 
the country’s central bank. The Lebanese pound has 
been officially pegged at 1,507 pounds to the US dollar 
since 1997, and the two currencies are used inter-
changeably in the tiny Middle Eastern country. 

But in recent months, the pound has plunged against 
the greenback on the parallel exchange market. 
Informal currency controls imposed since late last year 
have sparked public outrage in the protest-hit country, 
where an anti-government popular movement launched 

on October 17 has grown increasingly angry at banking 
policies. Major banks in Lebanon began tightening 
banking controls this month, halving the amount of dol-
lars depositors are allowed to withdraw every month. 

It will still be possible to complete certain transac-
tions - such as modifying reservations and paying for 
excess baggage - in local currency at Beirut airport, the 
NNA said, adding that travellers can pay using check 
or card, provided the account is in foreign currency. 
MEA offices had so far continued to accept payments 
in pounds at the official rate and yesterday’s announce-
ment was met with an angry response on social media. 

“MEA: A national airline that does not accept pay-
ment in its own national currency. Logic redefined,” one 
Twitter user wrote. Another posted in response to the 
news: “Middle East (MEA) belongs to the Lebanese 
state, it’s a flagrant violation of the law. We’re not head-
ing for collapse, we’re in the middle of it.”  The central 
bank chief said in January that he agreed with money 
exchange houses capping the parallel rate at 2,000, but 
the price of dollars at some exchanges continues to rise. 

The decision also drew criticism including from the 
Free Patriotic Movement (FPM) whose leader, former 
foreign minister Gebran Bassil, called the move illegal. 
Writing on Twitter, MP Fouad Makhzoumi said the 
move put the Lebanese under effective “house arrest” 
and must be cancelled. — Agencies 

Lebanon national  
carrier to only...

ANKARA: Turkey’s foreign minister said 
yesterday he has told his Russian counter-
part that the Damascus regime’s attacks on 
the last rebel-held bastion in Syria must 
stop. Backed by Russian air power, Syrian 
President Bashar Al-Assad has been inten-
sifying his assault on the holdout north-
western province of Idlib. 

And tensions have been running high 
between Ankara and Moscow after 14 Turks 
were killed in shelling by Syrian govern-
ment forces in the region. “I stressed that 
the attacks in Idlib must stop and it was 
necessary to establish a lasting ceasefire 
that would not be violated,” Turkish Foreign 
Minister Mevlut Cavusoglu told journalists 
in Germany. 

Cavusoglu met Russian Foreign Minister 
Sergei Lavrov on Saturday during the 
Munich Security Conference. Turkey has 12 
observation posts in Idlib as part of a 2018 
deal reached between Ankara and Moscow 
in the Russian resort of Sochi to prevent a 
regime offensive. 

But despite the agreement, Syrian 
regime forces, backed by Russian air 
strikes, have pressed ahead with an assault 
to retake the province, killing hundreds of 
people. Four of the Turkish posts are 
believed to be encircled by Syrian forces, 
and Ankara has threatened to attack 
Damascus if they do not retreat by the end 
of February. 

A Turkish delegation will head to 
Moscow today, after Russian officials visit-
ed Ankara last weekend but no concrete 
agreement emerged. Rebel supporter 
Turkey and Damascus ally Russia have 
worked closely on Syria in recent years 
despite being on opposing sides of the 
nine-year conflict. 

Meanwhile, Cavusoglu said China should 
not label all Muslim ethnic Uighurs as ter-
rorists, following talks with his Chinese 
counterpart in Germany. UN experts 
believe China is holding a million Muslims in 
camps in the western Xinjiang region where 

most of the country’s ethnic Uighur, the 
largest Muslim minority, live. 

The region has long suffered from vio-
lent unrest, which China claims is orches-
trated by an organized “terrorist” move-
ment seeking independence. “Whether 
Turk, Uighur Turk, Han Chinese, Buddhist or 
Christian... it is not right to call all Uighur 
Turks terrorists just because one or two 
terrorists came from a certain ethnic 
group,” Cavusoglu told reporters. 

Cavusoglu held talks with Chinese 

Foreign Minister Wang Yi on Saturday dur-
ing the Munich Security Conference. The 
minister said he had brought up the Uighur 
issue with Wang. “Uighur Turks are Chinese 
citizens so our wish is that Uighur Turks 
exercise all their rights as first class citizens. 
These are our expectations,” he said in tel-
evised comments. 

The Turkish minister criticized skeptical 
statements from Beijing over links between 
Turks and Uighurs, insisting they had “eth-
nic, religious, cultural and historical ties”. 

But Cavusoglu said Ankara did not want to 
use the issue as a “political tool” against 
Beijing like other countries, which he did 
not name. 

The Turkish minister’s comments were 
cautious, especially compared with the for-
eign ministry spokesman’s remarks last 
February which described China’s treatment 
of Uighurs as “a great embarrassment for 
humanity”. Last year Beijing invited Turkey 
to send a delegation to Xinjiang, a meeting 
which Cavusoglu said could take place 

depending on the programme’s details. “It is 
not possible to send a delegation only for 
official meetings,” Cavusoglu added. 

The majority of mainly Muslim countries 
have opted to steer clear of public state-
ments on the issue, for fear of angering 
China which is an important trading partner. 
Footballer Mesut Ozil, an Arsenal midfielder 
and former German international of Turkish 
origin, encountered much fury from Beijing 
in December after he condemned China’s 
crackdown. —AFP 

Turkey tells Russia: Regime  
attacks on Idlib must stop

Don’t label all Uighurs terrorists, Turkey tells China

AMMAN: Rival parties in the Yemen conflict have 
reached an agreement on the first large-scale prisoner 
exchange since the start of the five-year conflict, the 
UN said yesterday. The announcement came after a 
seven-day meeting in the Jordanian capital Amman. A 
joint statement from the UN and the International 
Committee of the Red Cross called the deal “a step 
towards the fulfillment of the parties’ commitment to 
the phased release of all conflict-related detainees 
according to the Stockholm Agreement”. The number 
of prisoners to be released was not specified and nei-
ther was the timing. 

The conflict in Yemen pits Iran-backed Houthi rebels 
against government forces supported by a Saudi-led 
military coalition. The warring parties agreed to 
exchange some 15,000 detainees as part of a UN-

mediated deal brokered in Sweden in 2018. “This is a 
purely humanitarian measure that must be implemented 
without delay, according to what was agreed in 
Jordan,” the Yemeni foreign ministry said on Twitter. 
Houthi spokesman Mohammed Abdel Salam tweeted 
that “1,400 prisoners, including Saudis and Sudanese, 
will be freed”. 

The UN special envoy for Yemen, Martin Griffiths, 
urged the warring parties “to move forward with the 
exchange they agreed on today (Sunday) with the 
utmost sense of urgency. “Progress has been too slow 
on this front,” he said. The committee overseeing the 
Sweden prisoner swap plans to meet again in late March 
“to discuss further exchanges”, the statement added. 

Both sides have released hundreds of prisoners 
over the past months as part of sporadic swaps. 
“Despite ongoing clashes, we saw that the parties 
have found common humanitarian ground that will 
allow many detainees to return to their loved ones,” 
said Franz Rauchenstein, the ICRC’s head of mission 
in Sanaa. The Yemen conflict has killed tens of thou-
sands of people, most of them civilians, and sparked 
what the United Nations calls the world’s worst 
humanitarian crisis. —  AFP 

Yemen rivals reach  
deal on large-scale  
prisoner swap

KUALA LUMPUR: A small factory in Malaysia’s capital 
is preparing thousands of ready-to-eat halal meals, from 
fried rice to chicken biryani, to be shipped off to Japan for 
2020’s biggest sporting event. Food firms from Muslim-
majority Malaysia, are expected to be big winners from a 
rush of Muslim travellers to Japan for the Olympics and 
Paralympic Games, from late July to September. “It’s a 
huge platform and opportunity for us,” said Ahmad 
Husaini Hassan, boss of the MyChef company making the 
meals in Kuala Lumpur. “Our intention is not to go in and 
out. We’ve to go in and stay for the long term.” 

Malaysia wants to use the Games as a springboard to 
boost halal exports, which include food and cosmetics, by 
about a fifth to $12 billion this year. It exported halal 
goods worth $604 million to Japan in 2018, 90 percent of 
it food and food ingredients. Malaysia is the only country 
to have reached a halal cooperation deal with Tokyo for 
the Games. MyChef aims to triple its revenue to 4.5 mil-
lion ringgit ($1 million) this year. It is in talks with 
Japanese retailer Aeon to jointly develop a line of ready-
to-eat halal meals and snacks, Ahmad Husaini said. 

Malaysia’s halal trade has lagged behind non-Muslim 
nations such as the United States, China and Brazil. The 
value of the global halal market is projected to reach $2.6 
trillion by 2023, nearly double 2017 levels, according to 
Dublin-based data firm Research and Markets. Malaysia’s 
government has set an ambitious target of selling as much 
as $300 million worth of halal food and products to 
Muslims and non-Muslims around the Games. 

It has secured space on the sidelines to host a 
“Malaysia Street 2020” promotion, which will offer 
opportunities to sell food and for firms to meet Japanese 
buyers and distributors. “We have a lot to learn from 
Malaysian authorities and in return, Malaysian companies 

have more chances to expand their business,” said Hideto 
Nakajima, economic counsellor at the Japanese embassy 
in Malaysia. The number of tourists to Japan from 
Southeast Asia, the region with the world’s biggest 
Muslim population, has jumped in recent years thanks to 
relaxed visa rules. 

As Japan looks to draw a record 40 million tourists 
this year, Malaysia estimates 8 million of them will be 
Muslim. For HQC Commerce, among four firms chosen 
to lead Malaysia’s halal push in Japan, the Olympics is a 
“stepping stone” for bigger things. “We know that dur-
ing the Olympics the demand will be highest, so this is 
the time for us to promote Malaysian products,” said 
CEO Khairul Shahril Hamzah.  

The latest major international sporting event in Asia 
hosted by a Muslim-minority country was the Olympics 
in South Korea. In accordance with the halal food stan-
dards set by the Department of Islamic Development 
Malaysia (JAKIM), it provided halal meals for athletes 
and personnel.  

The “halal food zone” located within the Athletes 
Dining Hall was certified halal by the Korea Muslim 
Federation and operated by Shinsegae Food. The lat-
ter also collaborated with a popular Malaysian chef 
and a Malaysian food manufacturer, Mamee Double 
Decker Sdn Bhd. 

These business partnerships whose capabilities align 
with halal standards, while offering both local and inter-
national cuisine, represented a significant milestone for 
the halal industry in South Korea. To pull off a large-
scale catering stint for a wave of international athletes 
while keeping to a JAKIM-approved halal standard 
might suggest that South Korea is in a good position to 
support foreign tourists with halal dietary needs. 

With food increasingly regarded as a key part of a 
traveller’s itinerary and an authentic experience of 
other cultures, halal-certified businesses could look 
towards catering to tourists beyond the local demo-
graphic. Japan is well-positioned for this direction 
given that it is among the top 10 countries with the 
largest number of arrivals from major Muslim-popu-
lous markets. — Agencies   

With biryani and rice  
balls, Malaysia aims  
for halal Olympic gold

BAB AL-HAWA, Syria: A picture taken yesterday shows a Turkish army convoy stuck in traffic after entering Syrian territory through the Kafr Lusin border crossing in Idlib’s northern 
countryside. — AFP  

Continued from Page 1 
 
Washington, which in 2018 decided to pull out of an 

international nuclear deal with Iran and re-impose 
sanctions on it, is leading a naval mission to protect oil 
tankers and cargo ships that includes Britain. France 
leads a separate European mission, and Japan, Russia, 
South Korea and China have also sent naval assets to 
the region. There have been periodic confrontations 

between the Iranian Guards and the U.S. military in the 
Gulf in recent years. US officials have said closing the 
Strait would be crossing a “red line” and America 
would take action to reopen it. 

“The only thing for Kuwait, Bahrain and Qatar is the 
Strait of Hormuz and if it is blocked we will all be in 
trouble so that’s why it is important to maintain the 
safeguard of maritime navigation,” Kuwait’s foreign 
minister Sheikh Ahmad Nasser Al-Mohammad Al-
Sabah told the same conference. Yesterday, Sheikh 
Ahmad met his Iranian counterpart Mohammad Javad 
Zarif on the sidelines of the Munich conference. The 
two officials focused, during their meeting, on bolster-
ing ties, issues of mutual interests and recent regional 
and international developments. — Agencies  

Oman sees biggest 
Gulf clash risk...
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Rory McIlroy, Scott, Kuchar 
share slim lead at Riviera
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Plenty of players are within striking distance of the leaders
LOS ANGELES: Rory McIlroy, looking to cement his
return to number one in the world, fired a three-under
par 68 on Saturday to join Matt Kuchar and Adam
Scott in a three-way tie for the third-round lead at the
Genesis Invitational.

Kuchar was atop the leaderboard for a third straight
day after a one-under par 70 at Riviera Country Club.
Playing partner McIlroy carded a three-under 68 while
Australia’s Scott grabbed his share of the lead with a
birdie at 18 to cap a four-under 67.

They were all tied on 10-under par 203 — one shot
ahead of Russell Henley and Harold Varner on a jam-
packed leaderboard. Tiger Woods, who came into the
week gunning for a record-setting 83rd US PGA Tour
title, was nowhere near the top, however, after a five-
over par 76 that left him languishing 15 off the pace.

Kuchar started the day with a two-shot lead and
maintained his cushion with three birdies through 11
holes. But three bogeys in four holes from the 13th
through the 16th opened the door for McIlroy, who tied
the lead with his fourth birdie of the day at 13 and
despite a bogey at 14 was one shot ahead until Kuchar
got up and down for birdie from a greenside bunker on
the 17th.

Scott, first in the clubhouse on 10-under, was look-
ing forward to challenging for a victory on the same
Riviera course where he hoisted a trophy in 2005 but
couldn’t claim an official win because the rain-sodden
event was shortened to 36 holes.

He also has two runner-up finishes. “I think all of that
is just a bit of motivation for me to win here and have
an official victory at Riviera,” Scott said. “I think that
would be extremely satisfying for me.”

The Aussie veteran is coming off an eight-week
break, but said at this stage of his career he’s not too
worried about rust. “I almost feel like I know what I’m
doing after 20 years of having a season and having a
break and coming back out,” Scott said. “I know what
this course demands of you.”

Riviera’s challenge is slightly different this year
thanks to the warm, dry weather in what is usually
Southern California’s rainy season. “I think it’s fun to
see it this way in firm, fast conditions,” Kuchar said.
“Any time you get greens firm it is hard to get them
close to the hole, a golf course just plays that much
harder.” McIlroy opened with a birdie at the par-five
first, but didn’t pick up another shot until back-to-back
birdies at the eighth and ninth. “I hit it well all day, but I
felt like every time I hit a decent shot I left myself on
the wrong side of the hole,” he said. “And the putts that
I had were very defensive, downhill, big breakers, try-
ing to play enough break, trying to die them in.

“Especially on this golf course, they’re very tricky,
very difficult to make,” McIlroy said. “So I just kept
telling myself to stay patient.” 

WOODS ‘JUST OFF’ 
Putting was Woods’ undoing in a round that includ-

ed a four-putt from 18 feet at the 13th and a three-putt
bogey to close his round at the ninth. Woods also had a
four-putt at Torrey Pines last month, making it his first
season since 1998 with multiple four-putts.

“I didn’t putt well today at all,” said Woods, whose
well-documented struggles on Riviera’s greens are a
key reason he has never won here in 13 prior starts.  “I
didn’t have a feel for it, I didn’t see my lines. I couldn’t

feel my pace and I was just off.”
Plenty of players are within striking distance of the

leaders. Dustin Johnson, whose 2017 Riviera victory
propelled him to number one in the world, had six
birdies and an eagle in a four-under 67 and was tied on

205 with Joel Dahmen.
It was a further stroke back to Max Homa, Talor

Gooch and Kang Sung, with Jon Rahm and Hideki
Matsuyama among a group of six players just four back
on 207. — AFP

PACIFIC PALISADES: Rory McIlroy of Northern Ireland plays a shot on the 13th hole during the third round of the
Genesis Invitational at Riviera Country Club in Pacific Palisades, California. — AFP

ADELAIDE: Seven-time major winner
Park In-bee stretched her lead at the
LPGA Australian Open Saturday to three
shots over exciting South Korean
teenager Ayean Cho as the veteran tar-
gets yet another victory.

Competing in Australia for the first
time since 2012, the 31-year-old is gun-
ning for a 20th career win and her first on
the LPGA Tour in almost two years. She
jointly held the overnight lead with Jodi
Ewart Shadoff, but the Englishwoman
had a horror day at the Royal Adelaide
Golf Club, slumping to a four-over-par
77 to be nine off the pace. In contrast, the
stoic Park kept her momentum going with
a 68, making four birdies on the front
nine and three on the back to take con-
trol, including a 20-footer at the last. It
left her three clear of emerging star Cho,
who is 12 years younger than her illustri-
ous countrywoman.

American Marina Alex is a shot fur-
ther back, with French pair Perrine
Delacour and Celine Boutier one behind
her. “I don’t think my emotions show very
much but I get nervous as well. And
tomorrow I will play under a lot of pres-
sure, just like other final days in con-
tention,” said Park.

“It’s going to be a fun day. I love the
golf course, the way it is playing. It
think it’s a good competition we are
going to have tomorrow.” Cho, the
KLPGA Tour’s Rookie of the Year in
2019, is enjoying some sparkling form
on her Australia swing. 

She led going into the last day of
the LPGA Vic Open last  weekend
before the pressure told and she
struggled to a final round 81. Park said

she had been impressed with the
progress Cho has made.

“She’s a very consistent player, she
played well last week, except for the final
day. I’m really looking forward to playing
with her,” she said. While Park has
dropped to 17th in the world, she has
proved during her storied career to be
incredibly consistent, having clocked
exactly 100 top-10 finishes to date, earn-
ing in excess of US$15 million. A key
motivation for returning to Australia to
play early-season events is to make the
South Korean Olympic team so she can
defend her gold medal in Tokyo later this
year. Only the top 15 are automatically
eligible for the Games, with a limit of four
from each country. As of this week, she is
sixth in the Korean pecking order. —AFP

Park In-bee zeroes in on 20th
career win in Australia

ADELAIDE: Park In-bee of South Korea
poses with the trophy after winning on
the final day of the LPGA Australian Open
golf tournament at the Royal Adelaide
Golf Club in Adelaide yesterday. — AFP

By Abdellatif Sharaa

KUWAIT: World Champion Yousef Al-
Abdulrazzaq took the first place in the sitting
professional’s category of Aquabikes, followed
by UAE’s Marcus Jorgensen and France’s
Jeremy Perez was third, at the conclusion of the
first round of the Aquabike World
Championship of 2020 season.

The championship concluded on Saturday at
the Marina beach, organized by Kuwait Sea
Sports Club under the patronage of HH the
Amir Sheikh Sabah Al-Ahmad Al-Jaber Al-
Sabah. Al-Abdullrazzaq also won first place in
the men’s sitting slaloms followed by UAE’s
Marcus Jorgensen and Ali Al-Linqawi in third
place. The closing ceremony was attended by
Deputy Director General of Public Authority for
Sport Dr Saqer Al-Mulla, President of
International Federation Raffaele Chiulli, Kuwait
Olympic in the first world championship it
organizes, which makes it the focus of world
champion. He said “I was pleased with the suc-
cess of this championship, which prompts us to
welcome Kuwait’s wish to organize any
Aquabike World Championship in the future.”

Chiulli said competition was fierce of high
standards with the participation of the best rid-
ers in the world, which added to the excitement
from beginning to end in the four categories.

Meanwhile, Chairman of the Board of Kuwait

Sea Sport Club Mohammad Al-Zanki lauded
the efforts of all those who contributed to the
success of the world championship. He said the
closing day was the crowning of the committees
efforts, and the win of Kuwait’s champion
Yousef Al-Abdulrazzaq made us  much happier.

Deserved win
Champion Yousef Al-Abdulrazzaq said he is

so happy for winning the world championship
in committee of secretary general Hussein Al-
Musallam, Kuwait Sea Sports Club Chairman
Mohammad Al-Zanki and several sponsors of
the championship.

Amir’s support 
Dr Saqer Al-Mulla said he was honored to

attend the closing of the first round of the
World Aquabike Championship, held for the
first time in Kuwait, under the patronage of HH
the Amir who believes in youth and supported
them always, giving our athletes strength and
determination to compete and win titles in the
name of Kuwait. Al-Mulla thanked chairman
and members of Kuwait Sea Sports Club and all
committees who were up to the ambitions and
fulfilled the vision we sought four months ago
about this championship.

International praise
President of the Aquabike International

Federation Italy’s Rafaele Chiulli said Kuwait
gained full marks in organization and admin-
istration for the first time. He said this is a
historic achievement and hope to organize
more world championships in future.

Ideal championship
Public Relations Director of Kuwait Sea

Sports Club Salman Al-Khulaifan said com-
petitions of the second and final day saw
strong competi t ion between r iders  who
wanted to win, and deserved it due to the
levels they displayed all along the champi-
onship . He sa id  Kuwait  proved that  i t
deserves  to  host  var ious  compet i t ions ,
adding that Kuwait has many champions in
aquabike races.

Norway’s Stian Schjetlein won first place
in the standing senior professional’s category
for men, followed by Spain’s Nacho Armillas
and UAE’s Kevin Reiterer third.

In the women’s category French Jessica
Chavanne won first place, Sweden’s Emma-
Nellie Ortendah second, while Polish rider
Liza Kazeen won third place. In the free style
category UAE’s Rashed Al-Mulla won first
place, followed by Spain’s Mariani and Italy’s
Nounes ended in third. Norway’s Anderson
won first place in the standing slaloms, while
his compatriot Sajtlen won second place and
Italian Seezabo won third.

Al-Abdulrazzaq crowned Aquabike world champion

KUWAIT: Patronized by His Highness the Amir
Sheikh Sabah Al-Ahmad Al-Jaber Al-Sabah,
the annual Arabian Horse Championship came
to a close in Kuwait late Saturday.
Representing His Highness the Amir, Minister
of Amiri Diwan Affairs Sheikh Ali Al-Jarrah Al-
Sabah attended the concluding ceremony. The
filly (Wadha Al-Aghar), owned by Mohammad

Al-Khurabit, came first in the best less-than-a-
year filly tournament. Owned by Ali Al-Wawan,
the foal (Alameed Al-Wawan), won the first
place in the best less-than-a-year foal event.
Addressing the championship, His Highness the
Amir’s representative said: “I was honored to
represent His Highness the Amir at this champi-
onship,” speaking highly of great involvement

in the well-organized event. Assistant
Undersecretary of the Amiri Diwan and
Director-General of the Arabian Horse Center
(Bait Al-Arab) Sheikha Sara Al-Fahad Al-Sabah
highly commended His Highness the Amir’s
patronage of this major traditional festival,
which reflects Sheikh Sabah’s interest in the
heritage of forefathers. — KUNA

Arabian horse event winds up in Kuwait

KUWAIT: His Highness the Amir Sheikh
Sabah Al-Ahmad Al-Jaber Al-Sabah
patronized 2020 Amir’s Cup Show Jumping
final Championship at Hunting and
Equestrian Club. Amiri Diwan Affairs
Deputy Minister Sheikh Mohammad
Abdullah Al-Mubarak Al-Sabah attended

the competition on Saturday on behalf of
His Highness the Amir. Amir’s representative
was received by Chairperson of the club
Sheikha Hessa Fahad Al-Duaij Al-Sabah and
board members. He also handed over Amir’s
cup to the winner Ali Jassem Al-Kharafi at
the end of the competition. — KUNA

Amir patronizes 2020 Amir’s
Cup showjumping final
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DHAKA: Bangladesh have dropped batsman
Mahmudullah and recalled pace bowler
Mustafizur Rahman for the one-off Test against
Zimbabwe starting next Saturday.

Wicketkeeper-batsman Mushfiqur Rahim also
returns to the side for the Dhaka match after opt-
ing out of the Test against Pakistan earlier this
month over safety concerns.   The 16-member
squad named Sunday has four changes from the
team that lost to Pakistan by an innings and 44
runs in Rawalpindi.

Spinner Mehidy Hasan and pacer Taskin
Ahmed are back after recovering from injury while
batsman Soumya Sarkar, pacers Rubel Hossain
and Al-Amin Hossain were dropped. Batsman
Yasir Ali Chowdhury and fast bowler Hasan
Mahmud are the two uncapped players in the
squad.

“I believe we have selected the best possible
Test squad under present circumstances. There is
a very nice blend of experience and potential,”
chairman of the selection panel, Minhajul Abedin,
said in a BCB statement.

“It is unfortunate that some players had to miss
out but our priority has been to ensure balance
and continuity. We felt that Mahmudullah needed
a break from the red ball.” Mahmudullah has
scored only one half-century since making 146
runs against New Zealand in March last year.

Bangladesh are currently on a bad run of form
in Tests, losing their last six matches — three of
them by an innings margin. The hosts will also play
three one-day internationals and two Twenty20s
in the upcoming series in March.

Squad: Mominul Haque (captain), Tamim Iqbal,
Saif Hassan, Najmul Hossain, Mushfiqur Rahim,
Mohammad Mithun, Liton Das, Taijul Islam, Abu
Jayed, Nayeem Hasan, Ebadat Hossain, Taskin
Ahmed, Mehidy Hasan, Mustafizur Rahman, Hasan
Mahmud, Yasir ali. — AFP

Bangladesh axe 
Mahmudullah for 
Zimbabwe Test

Morgan leads England to T20 series 
win as 28 sixes rain down on Centurion
Klaasen, playing his first match for S African hit 66 off 33 balls 
CENTURION: England captain Eoin Morgan went on
a six-hitting spree to take his side to a series win in a
high-scoring third and final Twenty20 international
against South Africa at SuperSport Park yesterday.

Morgan slammed seven sixes in an innings of 57
not out off 22 balls as England chased down South
Africa’s 222 for six with five wickets and five balls to
spare. “It’s a nice note to leave this tour on,” said
Morgan.

But Morgan had sympathy for the bowlers on a day
when a capacity crowd were peppered with 28 sixes
as the batsmen took advantage of a true pitch and the
thin air of the South African highveld.

“It was a helluva game,” said Morgan. “You have to
commend both sides’ bowlers. It’s not the easiest
ground to bowl on, especially with a wicket like this.”
Heinrich Klaasen, playing in his first match of the
South African home international season, hit 66 off 33
balls for the hosts after Temba Bavuma (49) and cap-
tain Quinton de Kock (35) hammered 84 for the first
wicket off 46 balls.

“When any side posts 220 it’s a tough ask but
going back to the 2016 World Cup with this group of
players we chased down 230 against South Africa in
Mumbai. So we always had this belief,” added

Morgan. Jason Roy was out early but Jos Buttler (57)
and Jonny Bairstow (64) put on 91 off 50 balls for the
second wicket to put England in a strong position. But
78 runs were still needed off 38 balls when Dawid
Malan was fourth out with the total on 145. 

Ben Stokes joined Morgan and the pair added 61
off 27 balls before Stokes was caught on the boundary
with 17 still needed off 11 balls.  Morgan hit two sixes
off successive balls from Lungi Ngidi in the same over
and the contest was effectively ended.

Morgan was named man of the match and man of
the series after pipping opposite number De Kock as
the leading run-scorer in the series. “We knew it
would be a high-scoring game but we’re a bit disap-
pointed not to get over the line,” said De Kock. 

“We had mixed emotions (after the first innings),
the guys were confident but we knew it was a great
wicket.” South Africa won the first game by one run
before England levelled the series with a two-run vic-
tory. It was the last match for England after a tour in
which they won a four-match Test series and shared a
one-day series. South Africa will be back in action on
Friday when they play Australia in Johannesburg in the
first of three Twenty20 internationals, which will be
followed by three one-day internationals. — AFP

PRETORIA: England’s captain Eoin Morgan and teammates pose with the Series Winners trophy after the third T20
International cricket match between South Africa and England at SuperSport Stadium in Pretoria, South Africa
yesterday. — AFP

TAMPA BAY: Nikita Kucherov notched a goal and an
assist as the Tampa bay Lightning beat the visiting
Philadelphia Flyers 5-3 on Saturday to push the NHL’s
longest active winning streak to 10 straight. Brayden Point
scored a third-period goal to stretch his point streak to 10
games (three goals, 11 assists). It was the 11th straight
home win for the Lightning breaking the team record of 10
wins set in the 2014-15 campaign, and improved them to
22-2-1 in their last 25 contests. Kucherov returned for the
Lightning after missing a game with a lower-body injury.
Steven Stamkos, who missed the previous three games
with a lower-body injury, recorded two assists. Ivan
Provorov, James van Riemsdyk and Claude Giroux scored
for the Flyers. Goalie Carter Hart made 19 saves as
Philadelphia lost its seventh straight (0-4-3) against
Tampa, dating back to January 2018.

KINGS 3, AVALANCHE 1
Tyler Toffoli had a hat trick, including two goals in the

final 55 seconds, and Los Angeles beat Colorado in the
NHL Stadium Series outdoor game at the Air Force
Academy in Colorado Springs, Colo. Saturday was the
second NHL outdoor game played at a US Service
Academy and the 30th outdoor game in NHL history. The
temperature at puck drop was 32.5 degrees, and it fell
throughout the game, but the crowd of 43,574 stuck
around to the end. Anze Kopitar and Alex Iafallo had two
assists each, and Jonathan Quick had 32 saves for Los
Angeles, which won consecutive games for the first time in
two months. Samuel Girard scored for the Avalanche, who
have lost two in a row.

STARS 4, CANADIENS 3 (OT)
Tyler Seguin capped a two-goal performance by scor-

ing 2:52 into overtime as visiting Dallas overcame a three-
goal deficit to edge Montreal. Seguin, who ended a career-
long 17-game goal drought in Dallas’ win at Toronto on
Thursday, scored on the power play late in the second
period to trim Montreal’s lead to 3-2. Blake Comeau tied
the game midway into the third period, and Ben Bishop
finished with 29 saves for the Stars, who have won four in a
row and improved to 6-1-1 in their last eight games. Joel
Armia, Jordan Weal and Nick Cousins each scored for the

Canadiens, who have dropped four in a row (0-3-1).

SHARKS 2, WILD 0
Dylan Gambrell scored a fluke goal early in the third

period to break a scoreless tie as San Jose spoiled the
NHL head-coaching debut  of  Minnesota’s  Dean
Evason. Melker Karlsson added an empty-net goal with
15 seconds remaining as the Sharks won for the fourth
time in their past five games. Goaltender Martin Jones
made 39 saves for his first shutout of the season.
Evason was named Minnesota’s interim coach Friday
after Bruce Boudreau was fired. The Wild dropped to
7-4-1 in their past 12 games.

PREDATORS 4, BLUES 3
Mikael Granlund scored the game-winning goal and

added an assist to lead visiting Nashville past St. Louis.
Kyle Turris had a goal and two assists for the Predators,
who won for the sixth time in nine games. Viktor Arvidsson
and Matt Duchene also scored, and Juuse Saros — start-
ing in goal for the fifth time in six games — made 23 saves.
Zach Sanford, Jaden Schwartz and Alexander Steen scored
for the Blues, who are 2-6-3 in their last 11 games.
Goaltender Jake Allen stopped 23 of 27 shots.

BRUINS 4, RED WINGS 1
Patrice Bergeron scored short-handed during a three-

goal barrage in the second period as Boston finally over-
came visiting Detroit. Charlie McAvoy, Charlie Coyle and
David Pastrnak also scored, and Brad Marchand had two
assists as the Bruins won for the eighth time in their last
nine games. Tuukka Rask stopped 25 shots and improved
to 14-0-6 at home. Boston entered Saturday leading the
NHL with 82 points, but cellar-dwelling Detroit (32 points)
had been responsible for two of the Bruins’ 11 regulation
losses. The Red Wings had won five straight in the series.

COYOTES 3, CAPITALS 1
Antti Raanta stopped 36 shots, and Phil Kessel scored

the go-ahead goal early in the third period, leading
Arizona to a 3-1 win over Washington before a sellout
crowd in Glendale, Ariz. Christian Dvorak and Lawson
Crouse also scored for the Coyotes, who had lost four of
five going into the game. Crouse scored into an empty
net with 28 seconds left in the game after the Capitals
pulled goaltender Braden Holtby with 1:45 to play. The
Coyotes held Capitals star Alex Ovechkin without a goal,
leaving him two shy of becoming the eighth player in
NHL history to reach 700. Carl  Hagelin had
Washington’s only goal. Holtby stopped 27 shots as

Washington lost for the third time in four games overall.

OILERS 4, PANTHERS 1
Leon Draisaitl, who leads the NHL with 92 points,

scored his 33rd goal to lead Edmonton over host Florida in
Sunrise, Fla. Edmonton also got goals from Adam Larsson,
Darnell Nurse and Kailer Yamamoto and 33 saves from
Mikko Koskinen. It was the first goal by Larsson since Feb.
19, 2019 — a span of 58 games. The goals by Nurse and
Yamamoto were empty-netters. The Panthers went 0-for-3
on the power play and are 2-6-1 since a six-game win
streak was interrupted by the All-Star break. The Panthers
are averaging just 2.0 goals per game during the slump.

GOLDEN KNIGHTS 1, ISLANDERS 0
Marc-Andre Fleury made 19 saves to notch the 60th

shutout of his career, and Reilly Smith scored the lone goal
in Las Vegas as the hosts handed New York its second
straight blanking. It was the fourth shutout of the season
for Fleury, who had been pulled for just the second time
this season in his previous start, a 4-0 loss at Minnesota.
The shutout, his 461st career victory, broke a tie with
Evgeni Nabokov for 18th place on the NHL’s all-time
shutouts list. Semyon Varlamov stopped 42 shots for New
York, which was outshot 43-19, including 20-4 in the sec-
ond period. The Islanders, who were also shut out in
Nashville on Thursday, will take a scoreless streak of
120:04 into their game on Monday at Arizona.

BLACKHAWKS 8, FLAMES 4
Jonathan Toews and Patrick Kane each scored once and

had two assists, and Alex Nylander scored twice as
Chicago lit up host Calgary. Alex Nylander scored twice,
and Dominik Kubalik, Brandon Saad, Alex DeBrincat and
Kirby Dach added goals for the Blackhawks, who were
shut out despite firing 49 shots at Vancouver on
Wednesday. Robin Lehner made 38 saves in the win. The
Flames got two goals apiece from Sam Bennett and Elias
Lindholm. David Rittich allowed four goals on 15 shots
before he was pulled in favor of Cam Talbot, who made
nine saves on 13 shots.

MAPLE LEAFS 4, SENATORS 2
Auston Matthews had a goal and an assist as visiting

Toronto defeated Ottawa. Jake Muzzin, William Nylander
and Mitch Marner also scored for the Maple Leafs, who had
lost four of their previous six games. Jack Campbell made 25
saves for the Leafs. Cody Goloubef and former Maple Leaf
Connor Brown scored for the Senators, who have lost seven
of their past eight games (1-5-2). — Reuters

Lightning beat Flyers 
for 10th straight win

PERPIGNAN: Former Wallaby Israel Folau, who was
sacked last May by Rugby Australia over a homopho-
bic social media post, scored on his Catalans Dragons
debut in Saturday’s 36-18 Super League win over
Castleford.

Folau, 30, who joined the French side on January 28,
crossed after just six minutes having caught a high up
and under.  “The plan all along was to get Israel on the
field and give him time. I understand the headlines but
let him play, let him get on the field and we’ll under-
stand the person a little more after that,” Dragons
coach Steve McNamara told the post-match news
conference.

Some fans inside the ground waved rainbow flags to
protest the presence of Folau. “People are judging him
on a headline,” added McNamara. “When I sign a
player I look at him from a football perspective then I
work out what type of person he is. Is he a good per-
son, is he a good player? Will he add value to the team
on and off the field?

“I’m not judging him on any political or religious
beliefs. We quite clearly do not believe in what he has
said, we have made that clear in our club statement.”
Folau’s name was cheered when it was read out on the
sound system at Stade Gilbert Brutus pre-match.

Former Brisbane Broncos star Folau, who was play-
ing his first rugby league match in 10 years, followed
Sam Tomkins’ early try in the south of France. Tomkins
went on to score a hat-trick of tries.

Playing at centre, he almost repeated his try-scor-
ing feat half an hour into the proceedings after claim-
ing a ball in the air but was a yard short of the tryline
before he was tackled. More than 8,000 fans were

present as the hosts claimed their maiden win of the
campaign in Folau’s first game since featuring for
Australian rugby union side the Waratahs last April.

However, his arrival in Super League has been met
with condemnation from other clubs and sparked a rule
change to allow the competition to prevent “controver-
sial signings” in the future. Wakefield coach Chris
Chester said earlier this month he was under strict
orders not to speak about Folau’s arrival in the league.

Folau, a dual code international who has also played
Aussie Rules football, was fired by Rugby Australia

after saying “hell awaits” gay people and others he
considers sinners. Folau, who scored 37 tries in 73 Test
appearances for the Wallabies, admitted on the eve of
Saturday’s game he had considered quitting the sport. 

“I thought about ending my career and doing
something else so I thank the president and the
coach for the opportunity they’ve given me,” Folau
told Perpignan-based newspaper l’Independant.
“It’s a big chance for me because I didn’t think I
would play rugby league again and discover France
and its culture.” —AFP

ADELAIDE: England beat New Zealand by six wickets
yesterday in their first official warm-up for the women’s
Twenty20 World Cup, but India’s preparations were hit
with their clash against Pakistan washed out.

The World Cup gets underway on Friday in Sydney
when defending champions Australia face India, but
both teams have been disrupted by the weather.
Australia were unable to play their match against the
West Indies in Brisbane on Saturday due to a wet out-
field at Allan Border Field, and India’s game at the same
venue met a similar fate yesterday.

Bangladesh’s showdown against World Cup debu-
tants Thailand was also called off. But England man-
aged some much-needed match practice with a com-
fortable win over New Zealand in Adelaide, restricting
them to just 134 for nine. 

Chasing 135 to win, Amy Jones and Danni Wyatt put
on 41 before Jones was unlucky to bottom-edge an
attempted pull on to her stumps. Wyatt and captain
Heather Knight added 40 to take England most of the
way to victory, with Knight hitting the winning runs
with two overs to spare.

“It was a good pitch so it was a really good per-
formance by our bowlers,” said Knight. “It’s nice for the
confidence to get over the line with just four wickets
down.” Meanwhile, South Africa beat Sri Lanka by 41
runs in Adelaide to ensure they got their build-up off to
a winning start. — AFP

England win as 
rain hits women’s 
T20 WCup warm ups

Folau scores 
on Catalans 
winning debut

PERPIGNAN: Catalans Dragons’ Australian full-back Israel Folau powers his way during the Super League rugby
match between Dragons Catalans and Castleford at the Gilbert Brutus stadium in Perpignan. Israel Folau, who
was sacked by Rugby Australia on May 2019 over a homophobic social media post, will make his Super League
debut today after being named in Catalans Dragons’ starting line-up for their game against Castleford. —AFP
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Dybala, Cuadrado fire Juventus 
top against 10-man Brescia

MILAN: Paulo Dybala and Juan Cuadrado scored as
Juventus rediscovered winning form, beating 10-man
Brescia 2-0 yesterday to reclaim top spot in Serie A
before title rivals Inter Milan and Lazio clash later.

Argentine forward Dybala curled in a perfect free
kick six minutes before the break, shortly after Brescia’s
Florian Aye was sent off for two yellow cards in quick
succession. Colombian Cuadrado tapped in the second
from close range after a Blaise Matuidi cross with 15
minutes to go, as the champions bounced back from
last weekend’s shock defeat at Hellas Verona.

“We did what we had to do,” said Juve coach
Maurizio Sarri, whose side had lost two of their previ-
ous three games. Juventus move three points clear of
Inter, with Lazio a further point back in third ahead of
the pair’s huge encounter at the Stadio Olimpico in
Rome later on Sunday.

Cristiano Ronaldo was rested for yesterday’s game
in Turin, but veteran defender Giorgio Chiellini returned
after a long injury layoff. “Cristiano had to rest, he can-
not play 75 games a year between the national team
and club, we decided to let him recuperate,” said Sarri.

Sarri said 35-year-old skipper Chiellini had been
champing at the bit to get onto the pitch. “Chiellini put
himself on the pitch by himself,” said Sarri. “He said it
yesterday, he has made six months of sacrifices and
wanted to play.”

The champions did not have it all their own way
against lowly Brescia, who stay second-from-bottom,
seven points from safety after extending their winless
run to nine games. Enrico Alfonso went off after just 10

minutes following a knock to the head, with substitute
Brescia keeper Lorenzo Andrenacci pulling off some
fine saves. Andrenacci smothered a second Dybala
effort on the line minutes after the opener with the
Brescia ‘keeper also denying Gonzalo Higuain just after
the break.  Chiellini returned for the final 12 minutes
after rupturing cruciate ligaments in his right knee at
the end of August. “The worst is over, but now the diffi-
cult part begins,” said the Italy international.

“I hope to bring enthusiasm in this difficult moment.
“We are still top of the league, in the semi-finals of the
Italian Cup and in the last 16 of the Champions
League.” Teammate Miralem Pjanic came on midway
through the second half and limped off with a muscule
problem seven minutes later, a worry for Sarri before
their short trip to Lyon in 10 days’ time.

Earlier Hellas Verona missed the chance to close in
on fifth-placed Roma, who fell 2-1 at Atalanta on
Saturday, with a goalless draw at Udinese. Verona, in
sixth, extended their unbeaten run to nine games and
occupy the final Europa League spot ahead of Parma
on goal difference, but stay four points behind Roma.

Parma moved level on 35 points after winning at
Sassuolo 1-0, with Ivorian Gervinho scoring the only
goal after 25 minutes. Fiorentina, in 13th, crushed strug-
gling Sampdoria 5-1 after consecutive defeats to
Juventus and Atalanta. Federico Chiesa and Dusan
Vlahovic bagged a brace each, with the Tuscan side’s
opening goal a gift from Sampdoria midfielder Morten
Thorsby who turned into his own net after eight min-
utes in Genoa. —AFP

TURIN: Juventus’ Argentine forward Paulo Dybala (Front) holds off Brescia’s Italian midfielder Stefano Sabelli
during the Italian Serie A football match Juventus vs Brescia yesterday at the Juventus stadium in Turin. — AFP

Matches on TV 
(Local Timings)

ENGLISH PREMIER LEAGUE
Chelsea FC v Manchester United 23:00
beIN Sports HD 2

ITALIAN CALCIO LEAGUE
AC Milan v Torino FC 22:45
beIN Sports

Ronaldo rested, but Chiellini returned after long injury layoff

BERGAMO: Mario Pasalic scored the winner seconds
after coming off the bench as Atalanta came from
behind to beat Roma 2-1 and consolidate fourth place
in Serie A on Saturday at the expense of their
Champions League rivals from the capital.

The Croatia midfielder came on just before the hour
mark in Bergamo to fire in the crucial goal 19 seconds
later, to boost confidence ahead of his side’s first ever
Champions League last 16 game against Valencia, not
at their home 21,300-seater Gewiss Stadium, but at the
much larger San Siro next week.

“This is an important victory,” said Atalanta coach
Gianpiero Gasperini. “Against a side like Roma this
advantage is not definitive. They are a strong team, but
in us there is the belief that we can finish in front.”

Atalanta are eight points behind third-placed Lazio,
who host leaders Inter Milan later. In three-team title
race, Inter are ahead of Juventus on goal difference
with Lazio just a further point behind. 

The champions host Brescia. Josip Ilicic had threat-
ened after half an hour for the hosts, firing wide, with a
Rafael Toloi overhead kick off target minutes later. But
it was Roma who broke through first with Edin Dzeko
pouncing on a defensive blunder from Jose Luis
Palomino.

Dzeko dispossessed the centre-back to rifle in past a
helpless Pierluigi Golini in the Atalanta goal. Palomino
made up for his earlier error just after the break volley-
ing in the equaliser in a move started off a Papu Gomez
corner.

On-loan Chelsea playmaker Pasalic came on for
Duvan Zapata after 59 minutes and curled in to seal the
three points.

Atalanta pull six points ahead of fifth-placed Roma,
who fell to their third consecutive defeat for the first
time this season. Paulo Fonseca’s side have taken just
four points in seven games this year.

“It is not a physical, but a mental problem,” said
Fonseca. “Right now it is important to work on the
players’ heads. “We have to believe we can get out of
this situation.

“There are still 14 games left, I think it is possible to
fix it, even if it is difficult.” Earlier, Bologna missed the
chance to move into the Europa League berths finishing
with nine men against Genoa who won 3-0 for their
first away success in over a year.

Defender Adama Soumaoro scored in his second
game for Genoa since his loan move from Lille, tapping
in an Andrea Masiello’s cross after 28 minutes.
Bologna’s Jerdy Schouten was sent off minutes later for
a dangerous tackle on Valon Behrami.

Antonio Sanabria got the second just before the
break following a stunning run from his own half.

Bologna’s woes were compounded when Stefano
Denswil was sent off for a second yellow card late
with Domenico Criscito converting from the spot on
90 minutes as Genoa got their first win on the road
since January 2019. Luigi Biagio’s first game as SPAL
coach ended in a 2-1 loss at Lecce.Juventus return to
their home comforts of Turin, after a poor away run,
hosting struggling Brescia with top spot in Serie A at
stake as title rivals Inter Milan and Lazio go head-to-
head in Rome. —AFP

Pasalic takes
just 19 seconds
to hit winner 

LONDON: Liverpool return to the scene of their
Champions League triumph when they visit Atletico
Madrid’s Wanda Metropolitano tomorrow very much
the team to beat for those hoping to succeed Jurgen
Klopp’s men as European champions.

Liverpool are coasting towards a first Premier
League title in 30 years having dropped just two points
all season and are likely to be crowned English champi-
ons before the Champions League quarter-finals com-
mence in early April.

Liverpool remain on course for a potential five-tro-
phy haul this season. They have already lifted the UEFA
Super Cup and Club World Cup and are used to reach-
ing European finals under Klopp.

The German has overseen three in four seasons at
Anfield, losing the Europa League final to Sevilla in
2016 and Champions League to Real Madrid two years
later before getting over the line against Tottenham in
the Spanish capital last year.

“I have no clue if we can win the Champions League
again but we should be ready to go for it,” said Klopp.
“What I know and what we showed last year is that we

can beat the best.”
On current form Atletico are little match for the

holders. For the first time in over eight years in charge,
the future of Diego Simeone has been questioned with
Los Rojiblancos languishing well off the pace in La
Liga and battling just to qualify for next season’s
Champions League.

A chronic struggle to score goals has hampered
Simeone’s side all season. Joao Felix has failed to
deliver on his 126 million euro ($138 million) price tag
and the Portuguese wonder kid is a doubt for
Tuesday’s first leg.

By contrast, Liverpool have hit the money with
almost every major signing in recent years. With Alisson
Becker, Virgil van Dijk, Fabinho, Sadio Mane and
Mohamed Salah they have built a side capable of not
just winning, but retaining the Champions League.

Simeone’s Atletico sides that came so close to win-
ning the competition in losing two finals to rivals Real in
2014 and 2016 were built on the most miserly defence.
But even the Argentine would be impressed by
Liverpool’s run of winning their last 11 league games by
the combined score of 24-1.

Across the continent, no other side looks as well-
balanced and settled heading into the latter stages.
Manchester City’s stunning two-season ban from the
competition handed down by UEFA on Friday means it
could be now or never if the English champions are
ever to conquer Europe with Pep Guardiola in charge.

However, City are running into a rejuvenated Real
Madrid in the last 16, who have shot to the top of La

Liga on a 14-game unbeaten run. Zinedine Zidane has
again revived the Spanish giants in his second spell in
charge and is yet to lose a Champions League tie after
winning the competition during his previous three sea-
sons in charge.

Paris Saint-Germain also begin their quest to over-
come three years of heartbreak at the last 16 stage on
Tuesday when they visit Borussia Dortmund. Dortmund
have the firepower to cause their former coach Thomas
Tuchel more Champions League pain in free-scoring
new signing Erling Braut Haaland, who already has
eight goals in the competition this season as a Red Bull
Salzburg player.

Barcelona lurch from one institutional crisis to
another and have a new coach, Quique Setien, with no
previous Champions League experience for a tricky tie
against Napoli. The success or otherwise of Juventus’
season will also be judged on winning the Champions
League for the first time in 24 years.

A kind last-16 draw gainst Lyon should give
Maurizio Sarri more time to turn the Italian champions
into potential conquerors of Europe, but big questions
are already being asked of Sarri’s suitability for that
target as Juve are struggling to hold off Inter Milan and
Lazio to preserve their domestic dominance in Italy.

Bayern Munich’s grip on the Bundesliga is also being
challenged this season, but the German giants will be
confident of gaining revenge for losing the 2012
Champions League final on home soil to Chelsea, who
have won just four of their last 13 Premier League
games. — AFP

Liverpool the team 
to beat as Champions 
League returns

PARIS: Paris St Germain’s second-string side were
held to a 4-4 draw at struggling Amiens after erasing a
three-goal deficit only to concede a stoppage time-
equaliser in Ligue 1 on Saturday. The result left PSG 13
points clear of second-placed Olympique de Marseille
after manager Thomas Tuchel rested several regular
starters ahead of Tuesday’s first leg of their Champions
League last-16 clash with Borussia Dortmund.

The makeshift lineup, with midfielder Ander Herrera
playing in an unfamiliar right-back role, looked all at
sea in the opening half as goals from Serhou Guirassy,
Gael Kakuta and Fousseni Diabate gave 19th-placed
Amiens a 3-0 lead.

Guirassy fired Amiens ahead with a crisp fifth-
minute finish and Kakuta made it 2-0 with a rasping
shot from 18 metres which gave visiting goalkeeper
Keylor Navas no chance. A huge shock seemed on the
cards as Diabate capped a jinking run through the mid-
dle with a low shot which went in off the post but
Herrera pulled one back for the French champions on
the stroke of halftime when he steered in a Julian
Draxler corner.

The Spaniard’s goal helped turn the match as a pair
of headers from centre back Tanguy Kouassi levelled
the scores inside the opening 20 minutes of the second
half. Amiens had again been undone by set pieces as
Draxler swung in another corner for Kouassi to rise
above his marker and head intot he net. Five minutes
later, the defender met Angel Di Maria’s cross at the far
post to silence the home fans.

With Amiens on the back foot, it was no surprise
that PSG grabbed a 4-3 lead in the 74th minute as
Mauro Icardi popped up at the far post and tapped in a
fine low cross by Juan Bernat. But the visitors then
missed several gilt-edged chances with Edinson Cavani,
who was looking for his 200th goal for PSG in all com-
petitions, particularly guilty of poor finishing.

His astonishing miss in the dying minutes was pun-
ished moments later at the other end as Guirassy lev-
elled with a fine finish from inside the penalty area after
he was put through by substitute Quentin Cornette.

In the evening’s most entertaining fixture, ninth-
placed Girondins Bordeaux missed a chance to move
into the top six as they were held to a 2-2 home draw
by Dijon, who dropped one place to 18th. Mounir
Chouiar fired Dijon ahead early on when he capped a
fast break and then salvaged a point for the visitors in
the closing stages with a delightful shot after

Bordeaux’s Hwaing Ui-Jo and Jimmy Briand had can-
celled out his opener. Bottom team Toulouse are staring
at relegation after a 2-0 home defeat by Nice, who are
eighth, left them 14 points adrift of the safety zone,

while Nimes beat visiting Angers 1-0 to climb out of
the bottom three. Marseille visit fourth-placed Lille and
Stade Reims are at home to Rennes, who are third, in
Sunday’s standout fixtures. —Reuters

PSG held to 4-4 
draw at Amiens 

AMIENS: Amiens’ South African midfielder Bongani Zungu (up) vies with Paris Saint-Germain’s Argentine for-
ward Mauro Icardi during the French L1 football match between Amiens SC and Paris Saint-Germain (PSG) at
the Licorne stadium in Amiens, northern France. —AFP

MONACO: Uganda’s Joshua Cheptegei lowered
the 5km world record yesterday with a time of
12 minutes 51 seconds and revealed he had set
out to “really go for” breaking the sub 13 min-
utes barrier. 

The 10,000m world champion made the most
of perfect conditions in the second edition of this
race to improve on Kenyan Rhonex Kipruto’s pre-
vious best of 13min 18sec last month in Valencia.

“Wow, this is a really great. I had sub 13 min-

utes in my mind today so when my legs felt good
during the race I decided to really go for it,” said
the 23-year-old 10,000m world champion.

“To take this many seconds off the record
makes me very happy and is a great first test for
me in an important season,” he said with the
Tokyo Olympics coming up in July. Cheptegei
took part in both the 5000m and 10000m at the
Rio 2016 Olympic Games coming eighth and sixth
respectively at the age of 19. — AFP

Cheptegei breaks new 5km record
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Son strikes late winner for Spurs at Villa
Lacazette ends goal drought as Arsenal crush Newcastle 4-0

BIRMINGHAM:  Tottenham manager Jose Mourinho
believes Manchester City’s two-season ban from the
Champions League has opened the door for a host of
teams to qualify for next season’s competition.

Mourinho’s men moved up to fifth in the Premier
League — which could be enough to secure
Champions League football should City’s appeal
against the ban fail — thanks to Son Heung-min’s stop-
page time winner to beat Aston Villa 3-2 yesterday.

Spurs are also now just one point behind Mourinho’s
old club Chelsea, who they face at Stamford Bridge
next weekend. However, all of the top 10 are now within
six points of what could be a Champions League place.

“A window opens for many teams,” said Mourinho.
“What seemed far, now the fifth place is not far.
Arsenal, Everton, Sheffield United, Wolves. Everyone
will feel they have the chance.”

Meanwhile, substitute Alexandre Lacazette ended
his goal drought as Arsenal secured their first Premier
League win since New Year’s Day with a 4-0 victory
over Newcastle United at the Emirates Stadium yester-
day. Lacazette had gone nine games in all competitions
without a goal before he found the target with a mis-hit
shot in the final moments of the game.

After a goalless first half, Pierre-Emerick
Aubameyang put the Gunners in front with a powerful
header from a Nicolas Pepe cross. Pepe himself added
the second, from close range after good work from
Bukayo Saka, and Mesut Ozil got his first of the season
with a tap-in. Lacazette, left on the bench with young-
ster Eddie Nketiah, finished off a smart move for Mikel
Arteta’s side, who recorded just their second win since
the Spaniard took over at the club. The defeat ended an
eight-game unbeaten run for Newcastle. 

Tottenham had to bounce back from a nightmare
start at Villa Park when Toby Alderweireld sliced into
his own goal. Alderweireld had not travelled with his
teammates to Birmingham after attending the birth of
his son this week and admitted to feeling heavy legged
after he turned Anwar El Ghazi’s deflected cross into
his own net after just nine minutes.

But the Belgian quickly made amends at the other
end by smashing a loose ball from a corner high past
the helpless Pepe Reina to equalise. “It wasn’t my best
performance. It was a beautiful week for me with the
birth of my son but yesterday I had to travel eight hours
so it was difficult,” said Alderweireld.

“My legs were not sharp. But I’m happy to help the
team with the goal, the lads helped me today.” Villa
could have been two in front before Tottenham levelled
as only a goal-line block from Ben Davies denied
Douglas Luiz.

However, Dean Smith’s side find themselves in a rele-
gation battle as they have now conceded more goals
than any other team in the league. “They have a front
four that can hurt anyone, that’s why we had to get for-
ward and defend on the front foot,” said Smith, with
Villa still just one point above the bottom three.

“On the whole I thought we dealt with them really
well but we’re disappointed with the goals we conced-
ed.” A rash challenge by Bjorn Engels on Steven
Bergwijn handed the visitors the chance to go in front
just before the break, albeit it took a VAR review to
award a penalty.

Son’s spot-kick was saved by Reina, but the South
Korean followed up to prod home and become the first
Asian player to score 50 Premier League goals. Engels
also made amends as an attacking force as he rose
highest to head home Jack Grealish’s corner eight min-
utes into the second half, but Mourinho was furious at
Alderweireld’s defending.

“I’d say he’s scored three goals: the own goal, his
goal and then when he loses the duel with Engels,”
added the Portuguese. Tottenham took the game to the
hosts in the final quarter, but struggled to find a way
past the inspired Reina. The on-loan AC Milan goal-
keeper saved three efforts from Son and denied Dele
Alli when one-on-one. However, Son had the final say
by composing himself to slot just beyond Reina’s reach
with virtually the last action of the game and send
Spurs closer to a fifth straight season of Champions
League football. — Agencies

LONDON: Arsenalʼs Gabonese striker Pierre-Emerick Aubameyang (C) heads home the
opening goal of the English Premier League football match between Arsenal and
Newcastle United at the Emirates Stadium in London yesterday. — AFP

LAHORE: Pakistan became kabaddi world champions
yesterday after narrowly beating arch rivals India who
played even though authorities at home vowed to
investigate why a team competed despite a ban on
sporting ties.

In final, Pakistan fought back in the second half to
secure a 43-41 win over the defending champions in the
popular South Asian sport in front of thousands of
spectators. “We are grateful to all the nations which
made this event colourful,” Rana Muhammad Sarwar,
the secretary general of the Pakistan Kabaddi
Federation, told AFP.

“We should not let sports and culture become a vic-
tim of politics.” Last week, Indian sports minister Kiren

Rijiju said no kabaddi player had been given permission
to participate. “Playing in the name of the country with
India’s flag being used are matters to be investigated,”
Rijiju said.

Apart from India, teams from Iran, England,
Germany, Sierra Leone, Australia, Canada and
Azerbaijan participated in the event. India cut bilateral
cricket ties with Pakistan after attacks in Mumbai in
2008 that authorities blamed on Pakistani militants.

India has since ordered a general freeze on sporting
contacts, and last year a Davis Cup tennis tie between
the two nations was shifted out of Pakistan to
Kazakhstan. Few international sports events are held in
Pakistan due to safety concerns, though in recent years
cricket has made a comeback amid improving security.

Kabaddi originated in the sub-continent and later
spread to other Asian countries. Each team starts with
seven players. During the 40-minute game, lone players
will cross the centre line and attempt to tag opponents
before racing back to their half and safety. The defending
team will try to grab and stop the raider. Whoever suc-
ceeds in the wrestling match that ensues scores. —AFP

Pakistan beat 
India in kabaddi 
World Cup

CHICAGO: On the eve of the 69th NBA All-Star Game,
commissioner Adam Silver felt it was important to rec-
ognize the founder of All-Star weekend. Silver served
for many years as the deputy commissioner to the late
David Stern and considers the late commissioner emer-
itus a mentor. Stern died on New Year’s Day following a
brain aneurysm.

“He was a force of nature for all of those who knew
him,” Silver said. “A transformational figure.” This
weekend is a prolonged celebration of basketball life
with tributes to Kobe Bryant and Stern front and cen-
ter. The All-Star Game’s Most Valuable Player trophy
was renamed Saturday as the Kobe Bryant MVP
Award.

“No one embodies All-Star more than Kobe Bryant,”
Silver said. Bryant was an 18-time All-Star who won the
showcase’s MVP award a record-tying four times.
Silver said he has been struck recently by the similari-
ties between the two league icons.

“They could be difficult at times because they prior-
itized winning,” Silver said. “They didn’t have a lot of
time for some of the niceties in personal interaction. ...
As the father of a child, that is the unimaginable.

“This generation of players, so many of them look up
to (Bryant) as a role model. The belief in winning, that

extra drive and inner beast he called it.” While not as
visible this week, Michael Jordan’s impact on the game,
league and city has been a constant undertone during
the festivities. He also has ties to the previous All-Star
Weekend in Chicago in 1988. Jordan won the Slam
Dunk Contest and scored 40 points to earn MVP hon-
ors in the game.

Ever since, the league wanted the game to return.
Silver said he convinced Bulls owner Jerry Reinsdorf,
with an assist from his son Michael Reinsdorf, to bring
the game back this year. “I remember Michael Jordan
taking off from the line in that dunk contest,” said
Silver, who was a law student back in 1988 when he
scored tickets to the All-Star Game in Chicago.

But this weekend remains as much a memorial as
anything. Silver clarified that the NBA was in contact
indirectly with Bryant’s family and all teams with games
on the schedule on the day of his death, Jan. 26, but
opted not to cancel games not involving the Lakers
while seeking further clarity under extraordinary cir-
cumstances.

“Chris Paul, the president of the players association,
was one of the first people to call me. We talked about
this sense of whether we should be canceling games on
Sunday,” Silver said. “More than anything there was
this sense of everyone wanting to be together.”

Silver said the NBA expects to return to CCTV, the
primary broadcast outlet in China, but is not certain
what the next step in the 40-year relationship with the
country will advance beyond the acrimonious aftermath
of Daryl Morey’s comments in October.— Reuters

NBA honors continue
for Bryant, Stern
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