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TOKYO: Damian McKenzie was in sparkling form as
the Waikato Chiefs maintained their unbeaten start to
the season with a rout of the Sunwolves, while the
Otago Highlanders converted a last-gasp try to stun
the ACT Brumbies.

McKenzie, who missed last year’s World Cup in
Japan because of injury, capped a superb perform-
ance with 11 points from a try and three conversions
in Tokyo as the Chiefs ran away with a 43-17 victory.

A Folau Fainga’a hat-trick wasn’t enough for the
Brumbies with Teariki Ben-Nicholas scoring a try
after the full-time buzzer and Josh Ioane converting
to ensure the Highlanders won 23-22, ending a 10-
match win streak at home for the Canberra club.

Elsewhere, the Wellington Hurricanes brought the
Coastal Sharks’ winning run to a halt. The two sides
were locked 17-all at half-time before a Ben Lam
double put the momentum firmly with the ‘Canes who
won 38-22.

The Chiefs, who rested several top names
including regular captain Sam Cane, were caught
napping early when flyhalf Garth April wriggled
over for the Sunwolves to open the scoring. But
with last year’s shock loss to the Tokyo outfit still
haunting the Chiefs, they quickly came alive with
McKenzie releasing Solomon Alaimalo to touch
down in the corner.

“If you don’t turn up with the right attitude any
team can beat you. We found that out the hard way,
that (result last year) was a massive driver for us
today,” Chiefs’ stand-in captain Brad Weber said.

Tries by Shaun Stevenson, Weber and McKenzie
for the Chiefs before Jaba Bregvadze bowled over on
the halftime buzzer for the Sunwolves saw the visi-
tors turn with a 24-12 lead.

Lachlan Boshier raced through to add a fifth try
for the Chiefs soon after the restart and after Shogo
Nakano pulled one back for the Sunwolves, the New
Zealanders hit back with two late scores from Quinn
Tupaea and Kaleb Trask. “It was incredibly impor-
tant,” Weber said of the win. 

The Dunedin-based Highlanders were desperate
for victory after crashing 42-20 to the Sharks in their
season opener last weekend, and they delivered for
skipper James Lentjes.

“Absolutely proud of the boys. It came down to
the wire and we showed composure to get over the
line. It’s an awesome feeling,” he said. “They had won
10 in a row here so to get points, we’re bloody hap-
py.” The Highlanders exerted early pressure and
Ioane put them ahead with a penalty. But it was
Fainga’a who crossed for the opening try after a
well-organised rolling maul.

A disciplined Highlanders soaked up pressure, but
the Brumbies’ maul did more damage and Fainga’a
bagged his second before the New Zealanders
bounced back with Jona Nareki charging down a
clearance kick from the restart for their first five-
pointer. A late penalty put them 13-12 ahead at the
break. Fainga’a struck again with 12 minutes left and
Ryan Lonergan’s conversion looked enough for vic-
tory. But as they attempted to run down the clock,
they gave away a penalty and ultimately paid a heavy
price with Ben-Nicholas’ winning try.

In Wellington, the Sharks produced the first try
with an 80-metre move that started with an intercept
by skipper Lukhayo Am and was finished by Madosh
Tambwe. In a flurry of scoring, Wes Goosen crossed
for the ‘Canes first, the Sharks responded with a long
range try to replacement flyhalf Sanele Nohamba
before a Beauden Barrett cross-kick put Ngani
Laumape on a 50-metre run to the line. —AFP

Chiefs roll on
as Highlanders 
upset Brumbies

Giggs, Scholes and instant noodles: 
Vietnam takes pot-shot at World Cup

Academy complete with manicured pitches and ultra-modern equipment
HANOI: After a career that began in instant noodles,
Vietnam’s richest man knows all about long shots, and
now he’s taking another: Trying to get the football-mad
country’s national team to their first World Cup.

No Southeast Asian team has played on football’s
biggest stage, but Pham Nhat Vuong — CEO of the
Vingroup conglomerate, and Vietnam’s first billionaire
— has not let that deter him. Vingroup’s gleaming,
$35 million academy outside Hanoi has already
helped Vietnam become a growing power in Asian
football, after they reached the Asian Cup quarter-
finals last year.

The communist country’s national team were
crowned Southeast Asian champions in 2018, and their
Under-22s won gold at the Southeast Asian Games last
December. The Golden Star Warriors also sit top of
their World Cup qualifying group, but they still have
work to do if they are to grab one of Asia’s four slots —
or a fifth available through playoffs — for 2022.

However, they can take heart from the example of
World Cup hosts Qatar who, after building a state-of-
the-art academy and drafting in foreign expertise,
swept to their first Asian Cup title last year.

Manchester United legends Ryan Giggs and Paul
Scholes have been enlisted as consultants for the
Promotion Fund of Vietnam’s Football Talents (PVF)
academy, which opened its doors in 2017.

The academy is complete with manicured pitches
and ultra-modern equipment, including the 360S simu-
lator — a customised room where players receive balls
from various angles, and have to hit moving, electronic
targets. The facility is a bold venture from Vuong, who
started out selling dried noodles in Ukraine before
building Vietnam’s biggest private conglomerate and
amassing an estimated $7.8 billion fortune.

The PVF academy’s technical director, former Japan

coach Philippe Troussier — who also leads Vietnam’s
U19s — said the results had been positive. “We’ve
started a strong process to develop our football, to
develop our players, to educate the boys, to export the
players to international level,” Troussier told AFP. “We
are on the way,” he said. 

‘UNDERDOGS’ 
The training school is currently home to nearly 200

young players aged nine to 19 who have been recruited
from across the country and train up to five hours a
day. While Giggs and Scholes add star power and top-
level experience, Troussier, 64, has undoubted coaching
prowess, after leading Japan to the 2000 Asian Cup
title and the 2002 World Cup’s last 16.

But despite the big money and big names, the next
World Cup may still be a stretch for Vietnam. “I don’t
think they will qualify for the 2022 World Cup as they
have to replace at least one of the Asian powerhouses
such as Iran, Japan or South Korea to get one of the
few Asian places available,” said Steve Darby, the for-
mer manager of Vietnam’s women’s team.  

The 2026 World Cup — when the number of teams
will jump from 32 to 48 — may be a more realistic tar-
get. But even then they would be seen as “underdogs”,
said Darby.

“Any Southeast Asian nation that qualifies will be
seen as a weaker nation and also probably be seeded
quite low. It takes time to get to the top,” he said. Still,
Vietnam’s national team have caught the eye with their
progress, which has pushed them to an all-time high of
94 in the FIFA world rankings.

The youth teams are also showing promise, bagging
their first spot at the U20 World Cup in 2017 and a year
later, and reaching the final of the Asian U23
Championship. Fans across the country spill onto the

streets in the wake of Vietnam’s successes, and celebra-
tions would be frenzied if they manage to qualify for a
World Cup.

Defender Tran Hoang Phuc, who comes from a poor
family in Ho Chi Minh City, joined PVF in 2012 when he

was 11, dreaming of emulating his idol, Arsenal defender
David Luiz. “I will try my best to play for the national
team and hopefully to play at the world’s biggest tour-
nament, the World Cup,” Phuc, who has been called up
to Vietnam’s U19s, said. — AFP

HUNG YEN, Vietnam: This photograph taken on Jan 13, 2020 shows U-13 football players training at the Promotion
Fund of Vietnamese Football Talent (PVF) academy. — AFP 

CAPE TOWN: South Africa’s cricket boss has pleaded
with fans to treat Steve Smith and David Warner with
respect and not “embarrass” the board with poor
behaviour when the Australian batsmen tour the coun-
try for the first time since a ball-tampering scandal.

Smith and Warner, who incurred 12-month bans for
their parts in the tampering plot during a Cape Town
test two years ago, were jeered relentlessly by English
crowds during the one-day World Cup and the Ashes
series last year.

Cricket South Africa’s (CSA) interim chief execu-

tive Jacques Faul said fans who misbehaved would be
ejected from venues during the limited overs series,
which starts with a Twenty20 match in Johannesburg
on Friday.

“I would plead with South African fans to respect
our opponents and don’t go overboard with these
things,” Faul told Fairfax media. “It’s competitive on the
field, and we don’t need it. Sport in general doesn’t
need that behaviour.

“We have a very strict policy in terms of fan behav-
iour and we will evacuate people but the damage will
have been done.” Australia’s 2018 tour of South Africa
was tense on and off the field, and well before the tam-
pering incident at Newlands.

Animosity between opener Warner and South
Africa wicketkeeper-batsman Quinton de Kock
spilled over into a heated stairwell confrontation dur-
ing the first test in Durban, with team mates stepping
in to separate the players.

Warner and his wife, Candice, were subsequently

targeted by the crowds, and CSA apologised to the
Australian team after two of the board’s officials were
photographed wearing Sonny Bill Williams masks with
fans at the ground.

Candice Warner had a tryst with New Zealand rugby
international Williams more than 10 years before the
incident. “What happened last time (in South Africa),
the behaviour was unfortunate,” said Faul, who stepped
in as CEO in December following Thabang Moroe’s
suspension for alleged misconduct.

“It’s embarrassing when it happens - for the stadium
and the national federations. “If there are best practices
that we can learn from to prevent it we’re happy to look
at it.” Last month, England all-rounder Ben Stokes was
fined by the International Cricket Council after a foul-
mouthed row with a fan at the Wanderers ground dur-
ing the fourth test in Johannesburg.

Stokes said he had been subjected to repeated
abuse from the crowd and apologised for his “unpro-
fessional” reaction. — Reuters

South Africa boss 
asks fans to respect 
Smith, Warner

DURBAN: England’s Tom Curran took two wickets with
the last two balls of the match as they beat South Africa
by two runs in an amazing T20 international that pro-
duced over 400 runs on Friday as the tourists levelled
the series at 1-1 with one game to play.

South Africa needed three off the last two balls but
Curran, who had just been smashed for 12 runs in three
by Dwaine Pretorius, got him lbw then had Bjorn
Fortuin caught off the final ball to cap off a day of
almost unrelenting excitement and set up a thrilling
decider in Centurion on Sunday.

“The performance and level of intensity was
improved,” said England captain Eoin Morgan. “The
standout for us today was Moeen Ali. To come in and
strike the ball like that was such a match-winning
innings. Chris Jordan was outstanding. He leads the
attack, has a cool, calm head and delivers when it mat-
ters. He’s a guy you want in your side.”

Man of the match Moeen added: “It was nice to go
out and middle a few to get going and then I went on
instinct to put pressure on the bowlers.”

England got off to a great start through Jason Roy
(40) and Johnny Bairstow (35) but were then bogged
down somewhat before Ben Stokes, who finished on 47
not out, and Moeen took charge as the latter hammered
39 off 11 balls to help reach 204-7.

The highest previous successful T20 international
run chase on the ground was 158 but South Africa,
roared on in a fantastic atmosphere, were always in the
mix after Quinton de Kock smashed eight sixes as they
reached 92 without loss in the seventh over.

When he was caught by Stokes off Mark Wood the
game seemed to swing England’s way and after Chris
Jordan took two wickets in two balls it looked all over.
But South Africa stuck to their task and a spirited late
flurry by Rassie van der Dussen (43 not out) left the
hosts, who won the first match by one run, needing 15
off the final over.

Pretorius brought that down to three from the last
two balls - the same equation England failed with in the
first game - but Curran kept his nerve to trap him lbw
with a yorker. Fortuin ambitiously tried to ramp the final
ball for four but was caught by Adil Rashid as South
Africa finished on 202-7.

Even as England celebrated, the drama was not over
as the umpires checked that Rashid had not wandered
outside the fielding circle before the batsman played
the ball. They eventually ruled it a fair catch and the
teams march on to a decider.  “It is great cricket,” said
De Kock. “Both teams are playing really good cricket.
They came out and fought right to the end and unfortu-
nately we didn’t come across the line. “They bowled
really well at the death. We can get better.”  — Reuters

SYDNEY: Indian’s explosive top order needs to
bat longer to support their wobbly middle order in
the Women’s Twenty20 World Cup in Australia,
opener Smrit i  Mandhana said yesterday.
Mandhana, teenaged duo of Shafali Verma and
Jemima Rodrigues and captain Harmanpreet Kaur
headline what Australia coach Matthew Mott
described as the most feared batting line-up in the
tournament.

Their middle order, however, looked vulnerable
in Wednesday’s tri-series final against Australia in
Melbourne. Chasing 156 for victory, India looked
very much on the course before their spectacular

collapse when they lost seven wickets for only 29
runs as the hosts triumphed by 11 runs.

“The middle order could definitely improve,”
Mandhana said. “There are some things we still
have to figure out with our batting and we are try-
ing hard to do that. “The best way to support the
middle order is for the top order to bat 20 overs. I
think we need to try and bat long as top four.

“We must try not to get out in the 16th or 17th
over and the problem will be sorted if we can stay
until the 20th over.” India will take on defending
champions Australia in the Feb. 21 tournament
opener in Sydney and Mandhana expects the top
order to fire them deep into the tournament.

“We have some great batters and our order is
very balanced. The top four or five are quite set-
tled,” said the 23-year-old southpaw. “We’ve had
the same top five for the last year and that’s been
a good thing for us.”  — Reuters

England win last-ball 
thriller, level T20 series

DURBAN: South Africa’s Bjorn Fortuin (R) jumps next to England’s Jos Buttler during the second Twenty20 interna-
tional cricket match between South Africa and England at the Hollywood bets Kingsmead Stadium in Durban. — AFP
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