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Kuwait Sea Sports Club and
UAE’s Shariqa sign MoU

By Abdellatif Sharaa

KUWAIT: Kuwait Sea Sports Club signed a memo of
understanding and cooperation with UAE’s Shariqa Sea
Sports Club on the sidelines of the World Aquabike
Championship “the first round,” which concluded late
last night at the Marina beach, under the patronage of
HH the Amir Sheikh Sabah Al-Ahmad Al-Jaber Al-
Sabah, who was represented by Information Minister,
State Minister for Youth Affairs Mohammad Al-Jabri.

Shariqa International Sea Sports Club Executive
Director Ahmad Al-Housani said he was pleased to
attend the competitions of the first round of the world
championship, being held in Kuwait for the first time.

He said “we received an invitation from Kuwait Sea
Sports Club to attend the Aquabike World

Championship being held with the participation of an
elite group of world champions.” He said we are proud
in being in Kuwait the land of peace and friendship.

STRONG COMPETITION
Member of Kuwait Olympic Committee Sheikh

Mubarak Faisal Al-Nawaf spoke about the tough
competition in the preliminary stages, and Al-Nawaf
congratulated all officials at the youth ministry and
Public Authority for Sports as well as Kuwait Sea
Sports Club for organizing the World Championship
for the first time in Kuwait under the patronage of HH
the Amir, which gives the championship a strong push
and support.

HIGH SPIRITS
Public Relations Director at Kuwait Sea Sports Club

Salman Al-Khulaifan said competition was tough and
strong between all riders who represented 35 countries
in all categories and lauded the high spirits despite the
fierce competition, adding that the first two days saw
entertaining shows that were seen by a large crowd,
which shows the popularity of this sport in Kuwait
which is something promising for it in Kuwait.

PRELIMINARY ROUND
They preliminary round to qualify for the finals were

held over two days, resulting in Spanish rider Nacho
Armilas taking first place in the GP1 professionals cate-
gory standing for men. The second place went to
French rider Michael Bouret, while Norway’s Stien
Shitlene won third place.

In the women GPI professionals standing France’s
Jessica Chavan won first place followed by her compa-

triot Estel Bouret while Poland’s Lisa Patalia ended in
third place.

In the GPI setting professionals UAE’s Rashid Al-
Tayer won first place, followed by Marcos
Georgineseen in second, and Kuwait’s Yousuf Al-
Abdelrazaq in third position. In the free style category
UAE’s Rashid Al-Mulla took place, Maryani second and
Nounis third.

In the standing Slaloms Norway’s Anderson won
first place, followed by his compatriot Jetlen in second
and Hungary’s Cizabo won third.

In the women’s standing slaloms Sweden’s Ortendal
was first followed by France’s Bouret in second while
Estonia’s Yebres in third.

Kuwait’s Yousuf Al-Abdelrazaq won first place of the
men’s setting slaloms followed by UAE’s Marcos
Georgenstein, and UAE’s Ali Al-Linqawi third.

KUWAIT: Kuwait National Karate
team will face its Spanish counter-
part in the team Kata in the final of
the Premier League “Karate 1”
Championship being currently held
in Dubai.

Competition of Kata individuals
and Kumite started Friday, where
brothers Sayyed Mohammad Al-
Mousawi, ranked 21 in the world,
and Sayyed Salman Al-Musawi,
ranked 56 in the world, while
Mohmmad Al-Mujadi is ranked 58.

Kuwait’s players Abdallah
Shaaban, who is ranked 14 in the
world ended in seventh place of
the individual Kumite in the 60kg
category.

On the other hand, Al-Yarmouk
team won the second Federation’s
Championship for the 2019-2020
season, as 185 players representing
12 teams took part. Yarmouk got 17
points, Al-Shabab ended second
with 14 points while Kuwait team
was third with 11 points.

Chairman of the Board of
Karate Federation Mohammad Al-

Jassim handed Al-Yarmouk players
the championship cup and con-
gratulated the players, technical
and administrative departments for
the achievement.

Al-Jassim said the federation’s
board is keen on developing cham-
pionships and create the largest
possible competition which will be
positive at the national team level.

LOS ANGELES: Rory McIlroy,
making his first start as world num-
ber one since 2015, pulled within two
strokes of 36-hole leader Matt
Kuchar Friday as Tiger Woods’s
hopes of a landmark Genesis
Invitational win dwindled.

Northern Ireland star McIlroy
fired six birdies in a four-under par
67 at Riviera Country Club, to share
second place on seven-under 135
with Americans Harold Varner and
Wyndham Clark, who both signed
for 68s. Kuchar, who started the day
with a three-shot lead, posted a two-
under 69 that put him at nine-under
par 133. Woods was nine shots off
Kuchar’s lead, tied for 45th, after a
two-over 73 that included a double-
bogey and three-bogeys.

“I made some bad mistakes out
there,” said Woods, who opened with
a birdie at the 10th but soon found
himself in trouble. “I had a wedge in
my hand at 15 and made double
there, sand wedge on three and
made bogey there.

“Three runaway shots with
wedges, something I rarely ever do,”
added Woods, who was in the fair-
way with 144 yards to the hole at 15
but found a greenside bunker on the
way to a double-bogey.

He clawed back two shots with
birdies at the 17th and first, but was
in another greenside bunker at the
third and couldn’t get his seven-foot-
er to save par to drop. Two more
bogeys in the next three holes further
dimmed his chances of breaking Sam
Snead’s record of 82 PGA Tour vic-
tories this week. 

Woods matched the record with
a win at the Zozo Championship in
Japan in October, and finished tied
for ninth in his only other start
since at Torrey Pines. The record
would be extra sweet this week at
Riviera — the course where Woods
made his tour debut as a teenager,
but where he has come up empty in

12 prior starts.
“I’m going to have to make some

birdies this weekend,” he said.
McIlroy, playing Riviera for just the
fourth time, birdied all three par-fives
and while he hit just four of 14 fair-
ways he avoided major trouble.

PLAYING THE ANGLES 
“Most of the day I did the things

that I needed to do,” he said. “I
missed a few fairways coming in and
it makes it very difficult to control
your spin and get any spin onto the
ball coming into these greens.

“But I managed it well, played the
angles, got a couple of really nice
up-and-downs towards the end — a
nice two-putt on 18.” Kuchar, howev-
er, said his lack of accuracy had him
on the defensive all day.

“Wasn’t driving it nearly as accu-
rate as I did the first day,” said
Kuchar, who made the first of his two
bogeys at the par-five first. After an
18-foot birdie putt at the third he
rolled in a 20-footer from the fringe
at the fifth, but a bogey at the sev-
enth saw him make the turn even for
the day. Back-to-back birdies at 10
and 11 proved enough to give him a
two-shot cushion. “Two-under was
an awfully good score for the way I
drove it today,” Kuchar said. “I better
find more control.”

Nineteen players were within five
shots of Kuchar’s lead. Australian
Adam Scott fired seven birdies in his
seven-under 64 to share fifth place
on 136 with South Korean Kang
Sung and Americans Vaughn Taylor
and Russell Henley. 

Sung and Taylor posted 67s while
Henley carded a 69. Spain’s Rafa
Cabrera Bello and American Chez
Reavie were tied on 137, while world
number three Jon Rahm of Spain
headed a group of 10 on 138 that
also included defending champion JB
Holmes, Justin Rose and Dustin
Johnson. — AFP

McIlroy closes in on Kuchar,
Woods lags at Riviera

Kuwait’s Karate National
team to face Spain in finals

Park In-bee zeroes 
in on 20th career 
win in Australia
ADELAIDE: Seven-time major winner Park In-
bee stretched her lead at the LPGA Australian
Open yesterday to three shots over exciting
South Korean teenager Ayean Cho as the veteran
targets yet another victory.

Competing in Australia for the first time since
2012, the 31-year-old is gunning for a 20th
career win and her first on the LPGA Tour in
almost two years.

She jointly held the overnight lead with Jodi
Ewart Shadoff, but the Englishwoman had a hor-
ror day at the Royal Adelaide Golf Club, slump-

ing to a four-over-par 77 to be nine off the pace.
In contrast, the stoic Park kept her momentum

going with a 68, making four birdies on the front
nine and three on the back to take control,
including a 20-footer at the last.

It left her three clear of emerging star Cho,
who is 12 years younger than her illustrious
countrywoman.

American Marina Alex is a shot further back,
with French pair Perrine Delacour and Celine
Boutier one behind her.

“I don’t think my emotions show very much
but I get nervous as well. And tomorrow I will
play under a lot of pressure, just like other final
days in contention,” said Park.

“It’s going to be a fun day. I love the golf
course, the way it is playing. It think it’s a good
competition we are going to have tomorrow.”

Cho, the KLPGA Tour’s Rookie of the Year in
2019, is enjoying some sparkling form on her
Australia swing. 

She led going into the last day of the LPGA
Vic Open last weekend before the pressure told
and she struggled to a final round 81.

Park said she had been impressed with the
progress Cho has made.

“She’s a very consistent player, she played
well last week, except for the final day. I’m really
looking forward to playing with her,” she said.

While Park has dropped to 17th in the world,
she has proved during her storied career to be
incredibly consistent, having clocked exactly 100
top-10 finishes to date, earning in excess of
US$15 million.

A key motivation for returning to Australia to
play early-season events is to make the South
Korean Olympic team so she can defend her gold
medal in Tokyo later this year.

Only the top 15 are automatically eligible for
the Games, with a limit of four from each country.
As of this week, she is sixth in the Korean peck-
ing order. — AFP      


