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Fe a t u r e s

Rosa Torres and Randell Alston were one of two couples selected by the Times Square
Alliance to have their wedding ceremony in the center of Times Square on Valentine’s
Day. — Reuters

Afghan models parade on the catwalk during the fashion show, as they celebrate Valentine’s Day in Kabul.— Reuters photos

Vendors selling heart-shaped balloons wait for customers on Valentine’s day at a flower market in Manila on February 14, 2020. —AFP

The Crossroads of the World became
a bit more romantic on Friday as
“Love is in the Air in Times Square”

was held for a twelfth year on Valentine’s
Day. At least two weddings were due to be
held on the red steps and later, hundreds of
married couples would gather to renew
their vows. Surprise proposals were
expected to be aired on the famed elec-
tronic billboards.

A sculpture of mirrors beaming the
image of a heart was entitled, “Heart
Squared.” Wedding planning website The
Knot hosted a pop-up floral stand where
pedestrians can make their own bouquets.
Myisha Rich and Erin Nelson’s nuptials
kicked off the event. “We met playing Call

of Duty online on PlayStation Network,”
Rich told reporters. “And he saw me online
on Facebook after that, it was like, ‘I’m
gonna marry you.’ And nine years later,
here we are.”

A very public ceremony is right for
some, according to Tim Tompkins, the
president of the Times Square Alliance and
event organizer. “Ultimately love is about
what’s going on between two people. For
some people, that’s a very private thing.
And other people want to celebrate and
share the love with the world,” Tompkins
said. — Reuters

Love story: Video of US
astronaut reuniting with
her dog goes viral
Absence makes the canine tail wag harder. American

astronaut Christina Koch received numerous acco-
lades from her record-breaking, 328-day space-

flight and then a healthy dose of doggy love upon her
return home, according a video she posted on social
media on Thursday.

“Not sure who was more excited. Glad she remembers
me after a year,” Koch tweeted The video shows her dog
wagging up a storm, peering out the front door with her
front paws on the window sill as Koch nears. The dog flips
out even more when Koch enters the home, greeting her
with some serious face-licking.

The astronaut’s capsule landed in Kazakhstan on
February 6 after her historic trip to the International
Space Station, ending a 328-day mission that set the
record for the longest stay in space by a woman. Koch, 41,
a North Carolina-born engineer who joined NASA’s astro-
naut corps in 2013, also who led the first all-female space-
walk in 2019. — Reuters

After a busy afternoon walking the catwalk
in a luxury hotel in Kabul on Friday,
Salma Hussaini was named Afghanistan’s

first “Ms Valentine”. The 20-year-old from
Bamiyan province took a final walk down the
runway clad in a pink and yellow top and white
jeans with silver cuffs, before receiving her sash.
“Valentine’s Day is known all over the world, but
now it finds its place in Afghanistan too. We
have celebrated Valentine’s Day with today’s
fashion show, but we are going to have many
more fashion shows in the future,” she told
Reuters.

The competition, organized by a local mod-
eling agency, also named a 23-year-old male
model from Helmand province as “Mr
Valentine”. The show was a sign of how
Valentine’s Day is now being celebrated by
young people in a conservative society where it

serves as a distraction from years of war. In
larger cities, displays of red and pink balloons
and posters with Valentine’s Day wishes spring
up in February. Restaurants in Kabul advertise
packages with menus and entertainment such as
music and comedy shows for couples wanting to
celebrate Valentine’s Day together.

Murtaza Haidari, manager of online store
Kaaj, said he had received dozens of orders for
roses and teddy bears this week and was
expecting that to rise into the hundreds by the
end of Friday. Mainly young people took part,
he said, and his online shop served those who
did not feel comfortable shopping publicly for
Valentine’s Day gifts. “It is good to see our peo-
ple are talking about love, affections and emo-
tions, at least it is better than everyday fighting
and war. Most of our customers are young-
sters,” he told Reuters. “Here there is famous

saying among everyday people: ‘the Taliban
would not have gone to the frontline if he had a
lover at home’.”

In the northern city of Mazar-i-Sharif, 23-
year-old Hamidullah said he would celebrate
Valentine’s Day with Nazanin, his fiancee,
though he did not want to ruin the surprise by
revealing the details publicly. “I can’t say what I
will gift to my life partner but there will be a
bouquet of red roses, as a sign of my love,” he
said. Nazinin, 22, was looking forward to the
celebration. “Life is already full of tension and
fear in Afghanistan. This is at least a small
opportunity for lovers to express their inner
feelings, to enjoy those feelings and emotions,”
she said.—AFP

ARussian soldier has pulled out all the stops to pro-
pose to his girlfriend, with his fellow officers
manoeuvring 16 tanks to surround the couple in a

heart shape. The high-octane romantic stunt was filmed in
a video published by the defense ministry on Friday,
Valentine’s Day. As snow fell, the T-72B3 tanks rolled into
position on the Alabino training ground outside Moscow.

Lieutenant Denis Kazantsev led his long-term partner
Alexandra Kopytova into the center as she held her hands
over her eyes, the defense ministry’s TV channel Zvezda
reported. Kazantsev, a platoon commander, went down on

bended knee, holding a bunch of red roses. “We’ve been
together a very long time. We’ve stood the test of time and
distance. Marry me!” he said as his girlfriend nodded silently.
He then put a ring on her finger. “I still don’t understand
what’s going on,” Kopytova told a television reporter at the
scene. “It’s very unexpected.” The tanks used for the roman-
tic manoeuvre also take part in the annual Victory Parade on
Red Square, Zvezda reported.  “No one has ever seen such a
large-scale proposal,” its reporter said. — AFP

Models of the Eiffel tower are
displayed in front of the Eiffel
Tower illuminated with pink
hearts and love messages to
mark the Valentine’s day in Paris,
on February 14, 2020. — AFP 


