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Money laundering and human trafficking are
crimes that no honorable person or trans-
parent system can accept or tolerate for

any reason. Suspicions have risen about it in recent
years, leading people to express their concerns
and fears about the spread of this ugly and nega-
tive phenomenon of making rapid wealth without
an evident source of income. 

Naturally, security authorities investigate the
issue when they have conclusive evidence, but the
emergence of such crimes or suspicions in Kuwait
are dangerous and disturbing for Kuwaitis and
expats, with implications of such cases on the eco-
nomic and social situation, especially the youth. 

Socially, the spread of dirty money crimes in
any society will lead to the creation of class differ-
ences due to the emergence of a new and alien
social class that is extremely wealthy without a
clear source of income. Such a matter has serious
repercussions on young people, as it sends a
wrong message that has no value for education,
science or work - that you can get a lot of money
that reaches in the millions by doing activities that
do not require a degree, a certificate of study or
experience. So it is expected that the community
could be subjected to tremors.

Since I believe that a citizen is a role model for
the expatriate in the importance of adhering to
laws and fighting corruption, unfortunately, some-
times we find ourselves facing crimes committed
by expatriates working for companies that are
owned by citizens. 

One of the most prominent crimes was pub-
lished in dailies during the past week that is still
under investigation. The interior ministry said that
it arrested a “Bangladeshi” involved in money laun-
dering and human trafficking in the country, while
two of his partners managed to escape from the
country. The case was exposed after some workers
complained that their salaries had been stopped
for more than five months, and others found their
salaries were less than what they had agreed upon.

A report published in Kuwait indicated that
these people brought more than 20,000
Bangladeshi workers on government cleaning con-
tracts in exchange for large sums of money,
exceeding KD 50 million. They have Bangladeshi
representatives who work for them to bring in
Bangladeshi workers for large sums of money, with
a single residency ranging from KD 1,800 to 2,200
for a worker, and for a driver from KD 2,500 to
3,000. Surprisingly, one of the suspects holds a
major position in his country, while he is also a
director of a local company. The file of the compa-
ny has been suspended.

In 2019, 12 companies were shut down by the
Kuwaiti government due to suspicions of money
laundering and illegal financing activities. Kuwait
has law no. 106 of 2013 on combating money laun-
dering and terrorist financing, which was published
in the official gazette on May 26, 2013. These laws
and decisions came after the authorities discov-
ered hugely inflated bank accounts of social media
celebrities, with transfers of large amounts of mon-
ey from their accounts. 

Nevertheless, there is a lot of talk about suspi-
cions of money laundering and human trafficking
operations, but the security authorities cannot
arrest or investigate with anyone without clear evi-
dence. The importance of fighting dirty money
crimes is important to prevent members of society
from benefiting from corruption, especially as
these suspicious and illegal funds are transferred
from one country to another, crossing borders.
Therefore, no country or institution should encour-
age the process of money laundering or turn a
blind eye to the huge money that enters it, espe-
cially developing countries.  
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local spotlight

Kuwait Prime Minister meets Azerbaijani
President, PMs, other senior officials

Kuwait reiterates support to UN efforts in Syria

KUWAIT: His Highness the Prime Minister
Sheikh Sabah Al-Khaled Al-Hamad Al-
Sabah met Friday with President of
Azerbaijan Ilham Aliyev at the headquarters
of the Munich 56th Security Conference
held in Germany. His Highness then received
a group of the international NGO ‘The
Elders’ on the sideline of the Conference.
His Highness Sheikh Sabah Al-Khaled also
received Romanian Prime Minister Ludovic
Orban, as well as Albanian Prime Minister
Edi Rama. Moreover, His Highness received
Palestinian Prime Minister Mohammad
Shtayyeh, Qatar’s Deputy Prime Minister
and Minister of Foreign Affairs Mohammad
Bin Abdurrahman Al-Thani, Lebanese
Deputy Prime Minister and Defense
Minister Zeina Adra and US Secretary of
Defense Mark Esper.

His Highness the Prime Minister also met
yesterday with President of Kazakhstan
Kassym-Jomart Tokayev at the headquar-
ters of the 56th Munich Security
Conference currently held in Germany.
Furthermore, His Highness met with the
President of Estonia Kresti Kaljulaid. On the
sideline of the conference, His Highness
received Kurdistan’s Prime Minister
Masrour Barzani and the Prime Minister of
the Netherlands Mark Rutte. His Highness
also received Nikol Pashinyan, Armenia’s
Prime Minister, as well as Sudan’s Prime
Minister Abdalla Hamdok. Moreover, His
Highness met with Norwegian Prime
Minister Erna Solberg and Yusuf bin Alawi
bin Abdullah, Oman’s Minister responsible
for Foreign Affairs. Attending the meetings
were Minister of Foreign Affairs Sheikh Dr

Ahmad Nasser Al-Mohammad Al-Sabah
and National Security Apparatus Chief
Sheikh Thamer Al-Ali Al-Sabah.

Meanwhile, Kuwait’s Minister of Foreign
Affairs Sheikh Dr Ahmad Nasser Al-
Mohammad Al-Sabah met Friday with
United Nations Special Envoy to Syria Geir
Pedersen on the sidelines of the 56th
Munich Security Conference. During the
meeting, Minister Sheikh Dr Ahmad reiter-
ated Kuwait’s support to the UN envoy’s
efforts to help restore security and stability
in Syria. In the meantime, the UN official
hailed Kuwait’s great role and humanitarian
contributions to alleviating the suffering of
Syrian people.

Furthermore, Sheikh Dr Ahmad Nasser
Al-Mohammad met with Josep Borrell, EU’s
High Representative for Foreign Affairs and
Security Policy. Strengthening bilateral rela-
tions and discussing latest regional and
international developments took place.
Sheikh Dr Ahmad Al-Nasser also met with
Finland’s Foreign Minister Pekka Haavisto
and Jeppe Kofod, the Danish Minister of
Foreign Affairs, as they discussed bilateral
relations and recent regional and interna-
tional developments. Moreover, the Kuwaiti
top diplomat received Nikos
Christodoulides, Cyprus’s Minister of
Foreign Affairs, as they discussed topics
focusing on issues of mutual concern to fur-
ther develop relations. 

Also on the sidelines of the conference,
Sheikh Dr Ahmad Nasser Al-Mohammad
held talks with Luxembourg’s Foreign
Minister Jean Asselborn, German Minister
of State Niels Annen, Yemeni Foerign

Minister Mohammad Al-Hadhrami, UK
Minister of State in the Foreign and
Commonwealth Office and the Department
for International Development James
Cleverly, Kyrgyz Foreign Minister Chingiz
Aidarbekov, Maltese Foreign Minister
Evarist Bartolo, Iraqi Foreign Minister
Mohammad Al-Hakim and Greece’s
Minister of Foreign Affairs Nikos Dendias.
Ambassador of Kuwait to Germany Najeeb
Al-Bader, Assistant Foreign Minister for
European Affairs Mohammad Hayati attend-
ed the meetings.

The 56th Munich Security Conference
(MSC-2020) kicked off at Hotel

Bayerischer Hof in Munich on Friday in the
presence of more than 500 leaders in the
fields of politics, business, academia and
civil society from Europe and other parts
of the world. They include 30 heads of
state and government and more than 100
ministers of foreign affairs and defense.
Led by His Highness the Prime Minister
Sheikh Sabah Al-Khaled Al-Hamad Al-
Sabah, Kuwait’s delegation to the event
includes Minister of Foreign Affairs Sheikh
Dr Ahmad Nasser Al-Mohammad Al-
Sabah and Chief National Security Bureau
Sheikh Thamer Al-Ali Al-Sabah as well as
other senior officials. — KUNA

MUNICH: His Highness the Prime Minister Sheikh Sabah Al-Khaled Al-Hamad Al-
Sabah meets with President of Azerbaijan Ilham Aliyev. — KUNA photos

His Highness the Prime Minister Sheikh Sabah Khaled Al-Hamad Al-Sabah meets
with Palestinian Prime Minister Mohammad Shtayyeh.

His Highness the Prime Minister Sheikh Sabah Al-Khaled Al-Hamad Al-Sabah
meets with President of Estonia Kresti Kaljulaid.

By A Saleh 

KUWAIT: The Trade Union Congress of the Philippines
strongly rejected lifting the ban on sending domestic
helpers to Kuwait. TUCP Chairman Raymond Mendoza
said that the decision made by Labor Secretary
Silvestre Bello and the Department of Labor and
Employment’s board of directors to lift the ban came
hastily and without thinking about its consequences,
nor achieving justice for the Filipina maids who had
died in Kuwait. Mendoza added that both the
Philippines foreign ministry and DOLE know that
domestic helpers are the weakest amongst Filipinos
working in Kuwait. “They should have waited until the
trial was over before lifting the ban,” he underlined. 

Motorist killed in collision
A Kuwaiti was killed after his vehicle collided into a

truck along Fahaheel Expressway, said security sources,
noting that the citizen was seriously injured and died on
arrival at the hospital, while the other driver sustained
only minor injuries.  

Woman found dead
A Kuwaiti woman, in her thirties, was found dead in

her apartment in Salwa, said security sources, noting
that one of the victim’s friends had reported the matter
to the police. Initial investigations suggest that the

woman might have been murdered. A case was filed
and further investigations are in progress. 

MoH bonuses, promotions
The health ministry announced allocating KD 12

million for its employees’ excellent performance
bonuses for 2019, said informed sources, noting that
the ministry is currently listing the deserving employ-
ees’ names to finalize it by next month and pay the
bonuses by April at most. In another health-related
concern, MoH promoted 700 employees working in
pharmaceutical and allied medical services to higher
positions with various job titles. The sources elaborat-
ed that the promoted employees include 77 radiology
and nuclear medicine technicians, 22 in food and nutri-
tion, three in psychological treatment, eight in the
hearing and speech department and six decontamina-
tion technicians. 

Mask exports halted 
Well-informed sources said MoH had made a rec-

ommendation to the Ministry of Commerce and
Industry to temporarily stop exporting and re-export-
ing all kinds of face masks. The sources added that
accordingly, Minister Khaled Al-Roudhan issued a
ministerial decision temporarily halting all medical
mask exports. 

No fee hike without review
Health Minister Sheikh Dr Basel Al-Sabah issued a

ministerial decision halting any increase in the charges
of medical services provided by private medical facili-
ties unless reviewed and authorized by the ministry’s
concerned committee. In another medical issue, MoH
assistant undersecretary for private medical services
affairs Dr Fatima Al-Najjar stressed the presence of
coordination between the ministry and various private

medical facilities concerning the protocol to be fol-
lowed with the new coronavirus. 

Shaheed Park concert legal
The information ministry stressed that a local art

production company had applied to it to get a license
to hold a concert at Shaheed Park, and that the appli-
cation was fully legal. The license was given after the
applicants signed affidavits not to violate laws regulat-
ing concerts and parties. The ministry added that its
inspectors will be present at the concert to ensure that
the laws and regulations are fully adhered to. The min-
istry’s statement came in response to reports about
allowing a foreign band into Kuwait to hold a concert
at the park. This particular band is known to always
break censorship regulations. 

MoD final budget statement
Chairman of the parliamentary budgets committee

Adnan Abdulsamad said that the committee met in the
presence of Deputy PM and Defense Minister Sheikh
Ahmad Al-Mansour Al-Sabah to  discuss the ministry’s
final statement for the fiscal year 2018-2019.
Abdulsamad said the final statement had been properly
prepared in four years since a law was passed setting
an exceptional budget for the defense ministry’s arma-
ments for 10 years, with a total value of KD 3 billion. 

Abdulsamad added that the committee is still await-
ing the finance ministry’s approval to add the balance
of the exceptional budget to the state budget. The
committee finally decided forming a special team from
the ministry’s technical office to reach the right solu-
tion after coordination with the Audit Bureau and
finance ministry auditors. Notably, the defense ministry
also briefed the committee on the procedures it had
followed on referring the memo of the Eurofighter jet
contract to the public prosecution. 

By Hanan Al-Saadoun

KUWAIT: A four-year-old child was killed in a tent fire in
a camp on Salmy road. Tahreer fire center responded, led
by Maj Hadi Nusair. A woman suffered injuries and was
taken to hospital.

Fire at North Zour station
Zour hazardous materials and Nuwaiseeb fire centers

responded to a report about a limited fire at North Zour
power station. Firemen controlled the fire, which was in the
turbine unit. No injuries were reported. Director of
Ahmadi governorate fire department Col Ahmad Al-
Bairami, head of Zour center Col Meshal Al-Qattan and

head of Mubarak Al-Kabeer hazardous materials center Lt
Col Ali Al-Marzouqi were present at the site.

No permit for Irada Sq gathering
The interior ministry confirms that the right to organize

parades and gatherings is guaranteed by the Kuwaiti con-
stitution and regulated by laws, adding that laws issued by
the National Assembly stipulate that parades and gather-
ings must have permissions. About calls to gather in Irada
Square, the interior ministry said it did not license the
gathering there today. The ministry appealed to all citizens
to comply with the law, whether to submit a request or join
gatherings.

Man dies during flight
The Civil Aviation Directorate said a passenger on

Kuwait Airways flight KU 618 from Doha on Friday died
after the flight left Hamad International Airport. Concerned
authorities conducted the usual procedures upon the
flight’s arrival to Kuwait.

Philippine union 
slams lifting of labor 
ban to Kuwait

Child killed 
in tent blaze

Firemen respond to a blaze at North Zour power station. 


