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BOSTON: David Pastrnak completed his fourth
hat trick of the season and surpassed 40 goals
as the Boston Bruins beat the visiting Montreal
Canadiens 4-1 Wednesday night. Pastrnak re-
gained the league lead with his 41st goal when
he scored his third of the night late in the sec-
ond period. Patrice Bergeron added an empty-
netter and Brad Marchand had two assists as
the Bruins won for the seventh time in their past
eight games. Tuukka Rask stopped 28 shots to
improve to 13-0-6 at home this season. Nick
Suzuki scored for the Canadiens, who lost their
second straight. Carey Price made 34 saves for
Montreal. Pastrnak became the first Bruin to
reach 40 goals in a season since Glen Murray
scored 44 in 2002-03. He is the first Bruin to
register four hat tricks in a season since Phil Es-
posito and Bobby Orr each did it in 1974-75.

CANUCKS 3, BLACKHAWKS 0
Jacob Markstrom stopped 49 shots for his

second shutout of the season as Vancouver
blanked visiting Chicago. It was the fifth career
shutout for Markstrom, who also picked up his
22nd win of the season. The Canucks improved

to 19-6-3 at home, the most home wins by any
Western Conference team, and won for the
11th time in their past 12 games at Rogers
Arena. Brandon Sutter had a goal and two as-
sists, and Bo Horvat and Adam Gaudette also
scored goals for Vancouver. Corey Crawford
finished with 17 saves for Chicago, which saw
its winless streak extended to a season-long
five games (0-3-2) despite firing a season-high
49 shots on goal.

KINGS 5, FLAMES 3
Calvin Petersen made 35 saves in his second

start of the season and the 12th of his NHL ca-
reer, helping Los Angeles end a five-game los-
ing streak with a win against visiting Calgary.
Petersen made 14 saves in the third period, in-
cluding three during a five-on-three that lasted
1:02. Tyler Toffoli, Austin Wagner, Kurtis Mac-
Dermid, Jeff Carter and Sean Walker scored for
the Kings, who came in 0-5-0 at Staples Center
since Dec. 31. Elias Lindholm scored two goals,
Mikael Backlund also scored, and David Rittich
made 28 saves for Calgary, which was coming
off back-to-back 6-2 wins. — Reuters

Pastrnak’s hat trick boosts Bruins

BOSTON: Marco Scandella #28 of the Montreal Canadiens clears the puck down ice during the first period of the
game against the Boston Bruins at TD Garden in Boston, Massachusetts. — AFP

LONDON: American great Billie Jean King believes allowing
coaches to signal to players from the stands during matches
is a “no brainer” that will create more interest in tennis.
Women players are already allowed to summon their coaches
during changeover once per set, apart from at Grand Slams,
and the Women’s Tennis Association (WTA) will trial a new
system allowing coaches to interact from the stands. The trial
will start at next week’s Dubai Duty Free Championships.
“They should be able to signal from the stands,” King told
Reuters by telephone this week. “Look at baseball. They have
a first base coach and a third base coach, the coaches are
giving all these signals, squeezing their nose or whatever and
making all these signals. It’s fascinating for people.

“They make documentaries on these coaches. It’s just a
story to promote our sport and anything we can do to pro-
mote it is a good thing, it’s a no-brainer.” The topic of coach-
ing divides opinion and the ATP do not allow it in men’s
tournaments.

Players can receive code violations for ‘coaching’ from the
stands. The issue became a hot topic following the 2018 US
Open final when Serena Williams’s coach Patrick
Mouratoglou gestured to the player during her defeat by
Japan’s Naomi Osaka at Flushing Meadows, leading to a code
violation and sparking a heated row between the American
great and the chair umpire.

International Tennis Federation chief David Haggerty says
he prefers the status-quo as far as on-court coaching, which
is allowed in the Davis Cup and Fed Cup team events where
the captain sits on court.

He said the ITF will use data from the WTA Tour trial to
revisit the issue. Twelve-times Grand Slam singles champion
King, a trailblazer for the sport throughout her career and af-
terwards, said tennis needed to get with the times and make
coaches part of the narrative, as in other sports.

“I have always been for it (coaching on the court)”, the
76-year-old said. “We want more people to go into coaching,
and you have to see it to be it. If they are sitting up in the
stands no one knows who they are.—Reuters

King says allowing 
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KUWAIT: Aquabike World Championship
(the first round) for 2020 was opened under
the patronage of HH the Amir Sheikh Sabah
Al-Ahmad Al-Jaber Al-Sabah, in the pres-
ence of Information Minister, State Minister
for Youth Affairs Mohammad Al-Jabri, Direc-
tor General of Public Authority for Sports Dr
Humoud Fulaiteh, PAS Deputy Director
General for Competitive Sports Affairs Dr
Saqer Al-Mulla, Chairman of Kuwait Sea
Sports Club Mohammad Al-Zanki, board
members and other sports leaders. The
opening started with a display of participat-
ing countries’ flags led by champion Yousuf
Al-Abdelrazaq with Kuwait flag. There were
also exciting fireworks followed by a display
on water by several professionals, and it was
concluded by laser displays. Preliminaries of
qualifications began yesterday afternoon, as
the morning period was for checking en-
gines, and having a training run in the race
field. Advanced competition will be com-
pleted today with the participation of all
world ranked riders who did not go through
the preliminaries. Meanwhile, the finals of all
four categories GPI sitting, GPI men stand-
ing, GPI women standing, GPI free style will
take place on Saturday afternoon and will
end at 6 pm.

MAJOR PREPARATIONS
Director of Public Relations and Informa-

tion at the Sea Sports Club Salman Al-Khu-
laifan lauded the large participation from
various countries and wished them success. He
said preparation for the championship four
months earlier in order to have the best prepa-
rations possible and reach maximum success,
for the sake of future events, in addition to
proving Kuwait Youth ability to organize and
manage the best world championships.

FANTASTIC ORGANIZATION
Meanwhile, Marketing Director of

Aquabike Raimondo di San Gernano lauded
the organization of Aquabike World Cham-
pionship 2020 (the first round), being held in
Kuwait for the first time under the patronage
of HH the Amir. He said preparations by the
Sea Sports Club are upto the best prepara-
tions for world championships, adding that
success will be with the first round. Kuwait’s
Champion Yousuf Al-Abdelrazaq said he is
ready to compete for top place in the world

championships (first round), despite the dis-
located shoulder injury which he suffered in
the UAE championships. He said Kuwait’s
current weather is normal and ideal for
Aquabike sports, adding that information has
it the weather will be ideal during the week-
end, and all what we have to do is concen-
trate in the presence of champions from
France, UAE and Denmark who are the high-
est ranked in the world.

Aquabike World Championship


