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In this file photo gallery assistants are pictured posing next to
an artwork entitled ‘The Splash’ 1966, by British artist David
Hockney, during a photo call at Sotheby’s Galleries in central
London. — AFP

French actress Josiane Balasko poses as she arrives for the
2020 Cesar Nominees Lunch in Paris. — AFP photos

Models walk the runway during the Oscar De La Renta Show - February 2020 New York Fashion Week: The Shows at The New York Public
Library in New York City.—AFP

French actress Anais Demoustier poses as she arrives for the
2020 Cesar Nominees Lunch.

French film director Arnaud Desplechin poses as he arrives for
the 2020 Cesar Nominees Lunch.

More than 200 actors, producers,
directors and movie personalities
on Tuesday demanded “profound

reform” of France’s equivalent of the
Oscars executive, the Cesar Academy,
which they accused of being out of touch.
The academy is already under fire after
Roman Polanski’s new film “An Officer and
a Spy” topped the list of nominations for
this year’s Cesar awards which will be
handed out on February 28. Polanski has
been wanted in the US for the statutory
rape of a 13-year-old girl since 1978 and
is persona non grata in Hollywood.

But the Cesar Academy has also been
widely criticized for allegedly excluding

director Claire Denis and writer Virginie
Despentes, both considered feminist
activists, from a ceremony to announce
the contenders for this year’s Cesars.

In an open letter, dozens of film indus-
try personalities including actors Omar
Sy, Berenice Bejo and Jean-Pierre Bacri,
producer siblings Eric and Nicolas
Altmayer, and director Jerome Salle,
denounced “dysfunction” at the academy
and an “opaqueness” of its accounts.
They also complained that the founding
statutes of the Cesars had not changed
“for a very long time” and that the acade-
my’s nearly 5,000 paid-up members do
not get a vote or a say in its decisions.

The academy’s board, in response to
the letter, said it would ask the National
Centre for Cinema, a culture ministry
agency, to appoint a mediator that will
be in charge of “deep reform” of its
statutes and governance. It has previous-
ly announced measures to boost female
representation in its membership and
representation. The inclusion of
Polanski’s film on the Cesars’ shortlist
was condemned by France’s equality
minister, women’s groups and film critics,
but the Cesar Academy said it could not
be expected to take “moral positions”
when awarding films.

A number of French feminist groups,

including the Osez Le Feminisme! (Dare
Feminism!) collective, published an open
letter on the website of the daily Le
Parisien late Tuesday urging Cesar voters
to snub Polanski’s film, which is titled
“J’accuse” in France. “To celebrate an
abuser like Polanski is to support the sys-
tem of impunity for male violence, and
silence the voices of the victims,” the let-
ter said. The feminist groups also called
for a protest outside the award ceremony,
which is to be held in Paris’s Salle Pleyel
auditorium. — AFP

Seminal pop art painting “The Splash” by David
Hockney sold for £23.1 million ($29.8 million) at a
London auction on Tuesday, the third highest price

paid for a work by the British artist. “The Splash”, which
was painted in 1966, depicts the moment just after a diver
has broken the surface of a swimming pool, capturing the
fantasy Californian lifestyle. “Not only is this a landmark
work within David Hockney’s oeuvre, it’s an icon of Pop
that defined an era and also gave visual identity to LA,”
said Emma Baker, head of the contemporary art sale at
London’s Sotheby’s auction house.

Sotheby’s also called the work “a quintessential exam-
ple of Hockney’s lifelong fascination with the texture,
appearance and depth of water”. The price, bid by an
unknown buyer, is nearly eight times that achieved when
the work last sold at auction for £2.9 million in 2006.
Yorkshire-born Hockney’s “Portrait of an Artist (Pool with
Two Figures)” sold for over $90 million in New York in
2018, an auction record at the time for a work by a living
artist. The same year, his “Pacific Coast Highway and
Santa Monica” sold for $28.5 million. — AFP


