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Raptors’ win streak reaches 15

TORONTO: Pascal Siakam scored 34 points — 14 in
the fourth quarter — and the Toronto Raptors extend-
ed their franchise-best winning streak to 15 games
Monday night with a 137-126 victory over the visiting
Minnesota Timberwolves. Kyle Lowry added 27 points
and 11 assists while OG Anunoby added a career-best
25 points and matched his career best with 12 rebounds
for the Raptors, who have won 16 straight home games
against the Timberwolves. D’Angelo Russell, playing his
first game for Minnesota after being acquired in a trade
with the Golden State Warriors, scored 22 points. Karl-
Anthony Towns had 23 points and 10 rebounds, while
Jarrett Culver, Malik Beasley and Juancho
Hernangomez each scored 15 as the Timberwolves shot
45.3 percent from the field. The Timberwolves, who
added eight new players in three trades last week, had
lost 13 in a row before defeating the Los Angeles
Clippers on Saturday.

DENVER NUGGETS 127 - SAN ANTONIO SPURS 120
Jamal Murray scored 26 points, Paul Millsap had 22

points, and host Denver rallied from a 23-point, third-
quarter deficit to beat San Antonio. Nikola Jokic had 19
points, 13 assists and eight rebounds, Monte Morris
added 16 points off the bench, and Torrey Craig had 11
points and seven rebounds to help the Nuggets win their
third straight and their eight in 10 games. LaMarcus
Aldridge led all scorers with 33 points, Derrick White
scored 15, Dejounte Murray and Bryn Forbes scored 14
each, and Rudy Gay had 13 for the struggling Spurs. San
Antonio has lost five straight and eight of 10.

LOS ANGELES LAKERS 125 - PHOENIX SUNS 100
Anthony Davis had 25 points and 10 rebounds and

Rajon Rondo scored a season-high 23, leading Los
Angeles to a home win over Phoenix, which played
without Deandre Ayton. LeBron James had 17 points,
nine assists and eight rebounds, but he also committed
a game-high eight turnovers. Dwight Howard con-
tributed 14 points and 15 boards for the Lakers, who
have won four of their last five contests. Mikal Bridges
had 18 points and six rebounds for the Suns, who lost
for the sixth time in seven games. Phoenix guard Devin
Booker struggled, scoring 10 points on 2-for-11 shoot-
ing and missing all four of his 3-point attempts. Ayton,
who averages 18.7 points and 12 rebounds per game,
sat out the contest due to a sore left ankle.

MILWAUKEE BUCKS 123 - SACRAMENTO KINGS 111
Eric Bledsoe and Khris Middleton each scored 28

points as Milwaukee got off to a hot start to open the
fourth quarter en route to a victory over visiting
Sacramento despite not having Giannis
Antetokounmpo. Brook Lopez added 20 points as
Antetokounmpo missed the game for the birth of his
son earlier Monday. The Bucks improved to 5-0 in
games where they didn’t have the reigning MVP avail-
able. Harrison Barnes scored 23 points and De’Aaron
Fox added 17 points with 11 assists as the Kings’ three-
game winning streak ended. Sacramento also had a
three-game road winning streak snapped.

UTAH JAZZ 123 - DALLAS MAVERICKS 119
Jordan Clarkson scored 25 points and dished out

eight assists off the bench to lead Utah to a victory over
host Dallas. Donovan Mitchell and Bojan Bogdanovic
added 23 apiece for the Jazz. Rudy Gobert collected 17
points and 16 rebounds as Utah won its third straight

game overall and second consecutive road contest,
shooting 59 percent from the field. Tim Hardaway Jr.
scored a season-high 33 points and Kristaps Porzingis
added 28 to lead the Mavericks, who played without
Luka Doncic for their seventh straight game and could
not keep up with a potent Jazz offense in his absence.

BROOKLYN NETS 106 - INDIANA PACERS 105
Spencer Dinwiddie scored 21 points and hit the go-

ahead jumper with 5.2 seconds remaining as Brooklyn
rallied in the final minutes and pulled out a victory over
Indiana at Indianapolis. The Nets rallied from a four-
point deficit in the final 84 seconds and claimed their
sixth win in the past nine games. Joe Harris added 15
points and eight rebounds for Brooklyn, Taurean Prince
contributed 14 points, and Jarrett Allen scored 13.
Domantas Sabonis recorded his fourth career triple-
double with 23 points, 11 assists and 10 rebounds, but it
was not enough as the Pacers dropped their season-
high sixth straight game. T.J. Warren had 19 points while
Myles Turner contributed 15 for Indiana.

MIAMI HEAT 113 - GOLDEN STATE WARRIORS 101
Jae Crowder made three 3-pointers in a 16-0, second-

quarter flurry that allowed Miami to build a big lead en
route to a victory over Golden State in San Francisco.
Jimmy Butler returned from a two-game absence to pro-
duce 21 points, tying Crowder for team-high scoring hon-
ors, as the Heat won for the first time in four outings on
their six-game road trip. Damion Lee scored a career-
high 26 points for the Warriors, who lost their third
straight. Three-time NBA champion Andre Iguodala con-
tributed two points and a plus-25 rating in 17 minutes for
the Heat after injured Warriors star Stephen Curry took

the microphone and welcomed his former teammate back
in a crowd-pleasing pregame ceremony.

ORLANDO MAGIC 135 - ATLANTA HAWKS 126
Aaron Gordon scored 26 points to lead four Orlando

players with 20-plus points in a win over visiting
Atlanta. The Magic snapped their three-game losing
streak. Gordon shot 10-for-20 from the floor and added
nine rebounds and four assists as the Magic beat the
Hawks for the first time in three meetings this season.
Orlando posted just its second victory in 10 games
overall. Nikola Vucevic added 24 points, making 10 of
15 shots, and had nine rebounds and nine assists for the
Magic. Atlanta got 29 points and nine assists from Trae
Young. John Collins added 22 points and eight
rebounds but his streak of seven consecutive double-
doubles ended. Dewayne Dedmon had 14 points, nine
rebounds and two blocks.

CHARLOTTE HORNETS 87 - DETROIT PISTONS 76
Miles Bridges had 18 points and seven rebounds,

Malik Monk supplied 17 points off the bench and
Charlotte snapped a five-game losing streak by pulling
away from host Detroit. Devonte’ Graham collected 14
points, seven rebounds and 11 assists as the Hornets
completed a four-game sweep of the season series.
Charlotte, which overcame 37.5 percent shooting, has
defeated Detroit 10 consecutive times. Terry Rozier
added 11 points and seven rebounds. Thon Maker had
12 points and 12 rebounds for the Pistons. Bruce Brown
contributed 10 points, a career-high 12 rebounds and
five assists, while Christian Wood added 10 points and
eight rebounds and Markieff Morris chipped in 10
points off the bench. —Reuters

COLUMBUS: Nikita Kucherov capped his two-goal
night with a marker 31 seconds into overtime, and the
Tampa Bay Lightning beat the host Columbus Blue
Jackets 2-1 on Monday night for their seventh consecu-
tive win. Knotted after a scoreless third period, the game
was decided in the three-on-three session after Brayden
Point stole the puck from Columbus defenseman Zach
Werenski behind the Columbus net. Point then fed
defenseman Victor Hedman in the slot, and the former
Norris Trophy winner found Kucherov for the game-win-
ner. Backup goalie Curtis McElhinney made 31 saves, Pat
Maroon played in his 500th career game, and the
Lightning improved to 19-2-1 in their past 22 contests.
Team captain Steven Stamkos (lower-body injury) was
scratched, and Mathieu Joseph was recalled from
Syracuse of the AHL. Oliver Bjorkstrand had a goal and
Elvis Merzlikins made his fifth consecutive start and

recorded 28 saves for the Blue Jackets, who lost for the
third time in their past 12 contests (9-1-2).

ISLANDERS 5, CAPITALS 3
Anthony Beauvillier scored two goals while Josh

Bailey and Brock Nelson each added three assists as
New York scored early and often before hanging on for a
win in Washington. Capitals star Alex Ovechkin was held
without a goal for the second straight game, leaving him
at 698 for his career. New York controlled this one
quickly, starting when Beauvillier scored the game’s first
two goals en route to a 3-1 New York lead after the first
period. The Islanders then scored in the first minute of
the second period and were in command.

CANUCKS 6, PREDATORS 2
Elias Pettersson and J.T. Miller each had a goal and an

assist, and Jacob Markstrom finished with 36 saves as
Pacific Division-leading Vancouver jumped out to an ear-
ly four-goal lead and cruised to a victory over visiting
Nashville. Quinn Hughes finished with three assists for
Vancouver to become the second rookie defenseman in
NHL history to record four three-assist games in a sea-
son. Ray Bourque did it for the Boston Bruins in 1979-80.

Zack MacEwen, Brandon Sutter, Jordie Benn and Jake
Virtanen also scored goals, and Adam Gaudette and Troy
Stecher each added two assists for the Canucks, who
snapped a four-game losing streak while winning for the
10th time in their past 11 home games. Craig Smith and
Mikael Granlund scored for Nashville.

COYOTES 3, CANADIENS 2
Defenseman Jakob Chychrun scored the go-ahead

goal with one minute left in regulation, and Arizona ral-
lied from an early two-goal deficit to snap a six-game
road slide with a victory at Montreal. Derek Stepan had a
goal with an assist, and Taylor Hall also scored for the
Coyotes, who found themselves in a 2-0 hole less than
two minutes into the game. Antti Raanta made 26 saves
for Arizona, which won for just the third time in 13 games
(3-7-3). Jake Evans and Brendan Gallagher had goals,
and Carey Price stopped 31 shots for the Canadiens, who
were looking for a fourth consecutive victory.

FLYERS 4, PANTHERS 1
James van Riemsdyk scored a goal and added an

assist to lift host Philadelphia past Florida. The Flyers
improved to 19-5-4 at home. Ivan Provorov, Travis

Sanheim and Claude Giroux each had one goal for the
Flyers, who posted their second win in a row and their
fourth in five games. Philadelphia goaltender Carter Hart
made 30 saves in his first start since Jan. 13 against the
Bruins. MacKenzie Weegar scored the lone goal for the
Panthers, who dropped to 1-4-1 in their six games since
the All-Star break. Florida goaltender Sergei Bobrovsky
stopped 30 shots in his 500th career game.

FLAMES 6, SHARKS 2
Milan Lucic had a goal and two assists as Calgary

recorded a road victory over San Jose. The result puts
the Flames back into a playoff position, as Calgary now
holds the top Western Conference wild-card slot. The
Sharks’ two-game winning streak ended. Mark
Jankowski, Zac Rinaldo and Mikael Backlund each had a
goal and an assist for the Flames. Tobias Rieder and
Matthew Tkachuk also scored, and Noah Hanifin collect-
ed two assists. San Jose entered the night with the
league’s best penalty-kill percentage, but the Sharks
allowed power-play goals to Lucic, Tkachuk and
Backlund. Erik Karlsson factored into both San Jose
goals, scoring in the first period, then assisting on Brent
Burns’ power-play goal in the second frame. — Reuters

Lightning work OT for 
seventh straight win

TORONTO: Pascal Siakam #43 of the Toronto Raptors handles the ball during the game against the Minnesota Timberwolves at the Scotiabank Arena in Toronto, Ontario, Canada. —AFP


