
MOUNT MAUNGANUI: Indian captain Virat Kohli
criticised his team’s ability to cope under pressure after
they suffered a rare series whitewash yesterday against
New Zealand following a five-wicket hammering in the
third one-day international at Mount Maunganui.

A KL Rahul century was not enough of a platform
for the tourists, who made 296 for seven after being put
in to bat. New Zealand, stung by a 5-0 shutout in the
recent Twenty20 series, reached the target with 17 balls
to spare.

A frustrated Kohli, who admonished his players for
poor fielding several times during the match, said it was
a fair result. “We didn’t deserve to be on the winning
side at all in the series,” he said.

“We haven’t played so badly, but if you don’t grab
chances at this level then teams are going to hurt you.
“We didn’t show enough composure under pressure.
New Zealand did.” It was the first time India have been
whitewashed in a bilateral ODI series of three or more
matches since 1989 and the only time it has ever hap-
pened against New Zealand.

Openers Henry Nicholls and Martin Guptill gave the

Black Caps a flying start with 80 and 66 respectively.
Colin de Grandhomme then steadied a mid-innings
wobble, bludgeoning 58 off 28 balls to see the hosts
finish on 300 for five.

Leg-spinner Yuzvendra Chahals was the pick of
India’s bowlers, taking three for 47.

Earlier, Rahul boosted India’s hopes with his fourth
ODI century, bringing up the landmark off 104 balls,
before departing on 112.

He was supported by a gritty 62 from Shreyas Iyer
but most of India’s batters failed to live up to Kohli’s
pre-match exhortation to play positively and post a
big total.

Prithvi Shaw and Manish Pandey both reached the
40s but no other batters made double figures, with
Kohli out for nine.

Still, Rahul looked set to steer India to a huge total
before Black Caps paceman Hamish Bennett slowed the
scoring with a late flurry of wickets.

Rahul had a life on 64 when Mitchell Santner’s
throw at the stumps went wide and the batsman made
the most of it to score his fourth ODI century, bring-

ing up the landmark off 104 balls, including nine fours
and one six.  

Bennett dismissed Rahul for 112 and then snared
Manish Pandey for 42 off his next ball. His fourth wicket
came when Shardul Thakur sent a full toss straight to
de Grandhomme, and the bowler was unlucky not to
get another when Navdeep Saini almost edged the next
delivery onto his stumps.

The focus now turns to Test cricket, with the first of
two five-day matches scheduled to begin in
Wellington on February 21. The results of both match-

es will count toward the inaugural ICC World Test
Championship, in which India are runaway leaders at
the top of the ladder.

Kohli said he wanted India to display an improved
mentality during the Tests. “I’m very, very excited
because of the championship every match has that
much more importance and we have a really good, bal-
anced team in Test cricket,” he said.

“We definitely feel we can win the series here but
we obviously need to step onto the park with the right
kind of mindset.” — AFP
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MOUNT MAUNGANUI: New Zealand’s players celebrate with the trophy after victory during the third one-day inter-
national cricket match between New Zealand and India at the Bay Oval in Mount Maunganui yesterday. —AFP

SCOREBOARD

India
P. Shaw run out (de Grandhomme/Latham)                40
M. Agarwal b Jamieson                                                 1  
V. Kohli c Jamieson b Bennett                                       9
S. Iyer c de Grandhomme b Neesham                         62  
KL Rahul c Jamieson b Bennett                                    112   
M. Pandey c Santner b Bennett                                    42
S. Thakur c de Grandhomme b Bennett                       7
R. Jadeja not out                                                            8
N. Saini not out                                                              8
Extras: (b1, w6)                                                             7  
Total: (7 wickets, 50 overs)                                          296
Fall of wickets: 1-8 (Agarwal), 2-32 (Kohli), 3-62 (Shaw), 4-162 (Iyer),
5-269 (Rahul), 6-269 (Pendey), 7-280 (Thakur) 
Bowling: Southee 9-0-59-0 (w3), Jamieson 10-0-53-1 (w1), Bennett
10-1-64-4 (w1), de Grandhomme 3-0-10-0, Neesham 8-0-50-1,
Santner 10-0-59-0 (w1).

New Zealand 
M. Guptill b Chahal                                                        66
H. Nicholls C Rahul b Thakur                                        80
K. Williamson c Agawal B Chahal                                 22
R.Taylor c Kohli b Jadeja                                              12 
T.Latham not out                                                           32
J. Neesham c Kohli b Chahal                                        19
C. de Grandhomme not out                                           58
Extras: (b1, lb2, w6, nb2)                                              11  
Total: (5 wickets, 47.1 overs)                                        300
Fall of wickets: 1-106 (Guptill), 2-159 (Williamson), 3-186  (Taylor), 4-
189 (Nicholls), 5-220 (Neesham)
Bowling: Bumrah 10-0-50-0, Saini 8-0-68-0 (w2, nb2), Chahal 10-1-
47-3, Thakur 9.1-0-87-1 (w4), Jadeja 10-0-45-1.
Result: New Zealand win by five wickets
Series: New Zealand win the series 3-0
Man of the match: Henry Nicholls (NZL)
Man of the series: Ross Taylor (NZL)

Final scoreboard in the third and final one-day international between New Zealand and India in Mount Maunganui yesterday:

Steyn sets sights 
on World Cup
EAST LONDON: Dale Steyn is determined to be part of South
Africa’s squad for the T20 World Cup in Australia in October and
November after switching his focus from Test cricket to the shortest
form of the game.

South Africa’s all-time leading Test wicket-taker will be 37 by the
time the global showpiece starts and has not played international
cricket since last March. But he said yesterday he was looking forward
to his comeback in the first Twenty20 international against England at
Buffalo Park today. “I love playing cricket,” he said. “I wake up every
day and I can’t see myself doing anything else right now.” Steyn said
he had discussed some options for life after cricket but that was
something for the future.

“As long as that drive is still there to play at the highest level, to get
batters out, fox them and outsmart them and that kind of stuff, if I can
do that I’m going to continue to do that.”

Steyn was selected for the 2019 Cricket World Cup in England and
Wales but didn’t play a game before returning home with a shoulder
injury. He announced his retirement from Test matches in August and
said he would devote the rest of his career to limited overs cricket.

But he didn’t play in the three-match one-day series against
England which ended on Sunday and he indicated yesterday that his
focus had narrowed to the 20-overs format. Steyn said that he
planned to play in T20 leagues in Pakistan and India in the coming
months. “After that it will be the Proteas and I will give it everything
I’ve got until the World Cup.” He said his decision to quit Tests, after
taking a South African record 439 wickets in 93 matches, was because
of the workload. 

“If you’re playing Test cricket you could bowl 20 overs in a day. I
could play about five T20s in that space.” He said that in Test cricket
he had prided himself on being able to bowl at high pace throughout a
long day. The requirements for T20 cricket were different, “but guys
need to know that it’s still there and that you can bowl a 90 miles an
hour bouncer or yorker.” — AFP

DURBAN: File photo taken on February 16, 2019 South Africa’s Dale
Steyn is about to bowl on day 4 of the first Test match between South
Africa and Sri Lanka in Durban. Dale Steyn is determined to be part of
South Africa’s squad for the T20 World Cup in Australia in October and
November after switching his focus from Test cricket to the shortest
form of the game. — AFP

Kohli seethes as India let
Black Caps sweep ODI series

First time India have been whitewashed in a bilateral ODI series since 1989 

Foakes, Jennings 
earn England
calls for Sri
Lanka tour
LONDON: Ben Foakes and Keaton
Jennings are back in England’s Test
squad for the first time in 12 months after
being picked for the tour of Sri Lanka.
Lancashire opener Jennings and Surrey
wicketkeeper-batsman Foakes were dis-
carded after the West Indies tour 12
months ago.

But both of Jennings’ Test hundreds
in his 17 appearances have come on the
subcontinent and Foakes was player of
the series in England’s 3-0 whitewash of
Sri Lanka in November 2018. Foakes
won the first of his five Test caps in Galle
in November 2018 where he scored a
fine hundred. 

England’s record wicket-taker James
Anderson remains absent as he recovers
from a cracked rib sustained during the
recent tour of South Africa. Despite his
Test struggles since last year’s World
Cup, Jos Buttler is one of England’s
most naturally gifted players and he has
been given another chance by the selec-
tion panel.

However, Buttler will have to compete
with Foakes for a place in the starting
line-up in the two-Test series. Moeen Ali
was England’s joint-leading wicket-taker
on their last visit to Sri Lanka but his
decision to continue his indefinite break
from Test cricket means Jack Leach,
Dom Bess and Matt Parkinson will be
the frontline spinners.

Leach, who matched Moeen’s 18
wickets in Sri Lanka 16 months ago, has
recovered from an illness that meant he
played no part in England’s recent 3-1
series victory over South Africa.

Yorkshire batsman Jonny Bairstow
misses the trip to take a break having
been part of the South Africa tour. Joe
Denly has been retained despite a mod-
est series in South Africa, where his 210
runs at an average of 30 matches his
career average after 14 Tests.

“The selection panel has supported
continuity after a successful series vic-
tory in South Africa. The South Africa
tour marked the emergence of a very
exciting group of young players, creat-
ing a nice balance with an experienced
core of senior players,” national selector
Ed Smith said. 

“That squad is mostly retained, with
some tweaks to the squad relevant to
injury, rest and the challenges of playing
in sub-continent conditions. “Somerset
spinner Jack Leach has recovered from
his illness he picked up in South Africa
and is now healthy and keen to resume
his Test career.

“Jonny Bairstow has been in England
squads across the three formats with-
out a significant break. This two-Test
tour presents a good opportunity for
Jonny to be rested. “Moeen Ali is still
unavailable for Test selection. The
selectors are in consistent dialogue
with Moeen and he remains a valued
player in England cricket.”

England squad for the Test series
against Sri Lanka starting on March 19:

Joe Root (capt), Dominic Bess, Stuart
Broad, Jos Buttler, Zak Crawley, Sam
Curran, Joe Denly, Ben Foakes, Keaton
Jennings, Jack Leach, Matthew Parkinson,
Ollie Pope, Dominic Sibley, Ben Stokes,
Chris Woakes, Mark Wood. — AFP

Warner awarded
top Australia
honour
SYDNEY: David Warner ’s  bid to
redeem himself after a damaging ball-
tampering scandal has taken another
step forward with the opening bats-
man winning Australia’s highest crick-
eting honour.

The divisive 33-year-old has been
awarded the Allan Border Medal for the
third time, pipping by one vote Steve
Smith, who was also involved in the
attempt to alter the ball using sandpaper
during a South Africa Test in 2018.

Pat Cummins, the ICC Test Player of
the Year, came third in an award voted
on by fellow players, the media and
umpires. “When it is that close, you real-
ly don’t know so it’s a big surprise to be
honest,” an emotional Warner said at the
ceremony late Monday.

“I had no doubt that I had the capa-
bilities of coming back and being here
again. “It was a lot of hard work and
commitment to put my hand back up for
selection, and to go away and do what I
know best which is to try and score as

many runs as I can in any competition
I’m playing in,” added Warner, who also
won the award in 2016 and 2017.

Warner and Smith were both slapped
with one-year bans for their roles in the
ball-tampering scandal, while Cameron
Bancroft was given nine months. They
were welcomed back into the Australian
fold when their suspensions expired in
March last year.

Smith was the undoubted star of their
retention of the Ashes in England last
year, a series where Warner failed to
fire, scoring just 95 runs in 10 innings.
But the opener was Australia’s best
batsman at the one-day World Cup, with
647 runs at an average of 71.88, and
excelled in Twenty20 series against
Pakistan and Sri Lanka.

He then took apart Pakistan’s young
bowling attack in the two-Test series
that followed, including a career-high
335 not out in Adelaide. Warner joins a
select club of multiple winners of the
Border Medal, including Ricky Ponting
(2004, 2006, 2007) and Michael Clarke
(2005, 2012, 2013), who also shared the
gong in 2009. 

Shane Watson (2010, 2011) and Smith
(2015, 2018) have won it twice.
Allrounder Ellyse Perry joined Warner as
a three-times winner by claiming her
third Belinda Clark Award as the out-
standing women’s player. — AFP

Five players 
sanctioned 
after under-19 
WCup brawl
DUBAI: Five players have been
sanctioned for brawling in the imme-
diate aftermath of Bangladesh’s vic-
tory over India in the under-19 World
Cup final in South Africa at the week-
end, the International Cricket Council
(ICC) said on Monday.

Bangladesh claimed the title for
the first time with victory by three
wickets over India at Potchefstroom
on Sunday but an ugly brawl broke
out after Rakibul Hasan hit the win-
ning runs and his team mates ran on
to the field to celebrate.

Towhid Hridoy, Shamim Hossain
and Rakibul Hasan of Bangladesh and
Indians Akash Singh and Ravi Bishnoi
were all charged with breaches of the
ICC code of conduct and handed
international suspensions of between
four and 10 matches.

“The match was hard fought ... but
the elation and disappointment expe-
rienced by some players after the
game spilled over into unedifying
scenes that have no place in our
sport,” said the ICC’s Geoff Allardice.

“Respect is at the very heart of the
spirit of cricket, and players are
expected to show self-discipline,
congratulate the opposition on their
successes and enjoy the success of
their own team.”

Indian spinner Bishnoi, who was
the highest wicket-taker in the tour-
nament with 17, was handed a further
sanction of two demerit points for
giving Bangladesh batsman Avishek
Das a send-off during the rain-dis-
rupted final. — Reuters

England need to 
manage Archer 
workload: Coach
LONDON: England coach Chris Silverwood has
said he may look to limit the number of overs
Jofra Archer bowls as he looks for ways of keep-
ing his pace battery fit and fresh. Archer, who is
out of action with a low-grade stress fracture in
his right elbow, bowled more overs than any of
his England team mates in 2019 despite only
making his international debut in May.

Test captain Joe Root has denied suggestions
Archer has been overbowled but Silverwood
said England may need to consider using the
Barbadian-born quick in short bursts. “Things
like (bowling 40 overs in an innings) we have to
look at,” Silverwood told reporters. “But some-
times, when needs must, you’ve got to do it.

“We managed Mark Wood through both the
Test matches he’s played here (in South Africa)
and he’s bowled in short, sharp spells. Would we
look to do that now with Jof? Yes, we probably
would.” Discussing plans for Archer and Wood,
Silverwood added: “Maybe they don’t have to
play every game. — Reuters


