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every corner. If we don’t we could have far more cases 

and far higher costs on our hands,” he said. 
HH the Amir of Kuwait Sheikh Sabah Al-Ahmad Al-

Jaber Al-Sabah yesterday sent a cable of condolences to 
Chinese President Xi Jinping over the victims of the coro-
navirus. The Amir assured him that Kuwait stands by the 
friendly People’s Republic of China in this health disaster, 
while praising the preventive measures taken by the 
Chinese government to control this virus, hoping a speedy 
recovery for those affected. HH the Crown Prince Sheikh 
Nawaf Al-Ahmad Al-Jaber Al-Sabah and HH the Prime 
Minister Sheikh Sabah Al-Khaled Al-Hamad Al-Sabah 
sent similar cables to the Chinese president. Chinese 
authorities have locked down millions of people in a num-
ber of cities, while several governments have banned 
arrivals from China and major airlines have suspended 
flights in a bid to keep the disease away from their shores. 
The death toll has now reached 1,016, although the mor-
tality rate remains relatively low at 2.4 percent. But the 
case of a British man who passed on the virus to at least 11 
other people - without having been in China - has raised 
fears of a new phase of contagion abroad. The 53-year-
old - dubbed a “super-spreader” by some British media - 
said yesterday he had fully recovered, but remained in iso-
lation in a central London hospital. 

Most cases overseas have involved people who had 
been in Wuhan, the quarantined central Chinese city 
where the virus emerged late last year, or people infected 
by others who had been at the epicenter. But the Briton 
caught the virus while attending a conference in 
Singapore and then passed it on to several compatriots 
while on holiday in the French Alps, before finally being 
diagnosed back in Britain. 

“The detection of this small number of cases could be 
the spark that becomes a bigger fire,” Tedros said on 
Monday, urging countries to seize on the “window of 

opportunity” to prevent a bigger outbreak. Michael 
Ryan, head of the WHO’s Health Emergencies Program, 
said it was “way too early” to call the Singapore confer-
ence a “super-spreading event”. 

As the number of cases in Britain doubled to eight, the 
government called the novel coronavirus a “serious and 
imminent threat”, and said anyone with the disease could 
be forcibly quarantined if deemed a threat to public health. 
The biggest cluster of cases outside China is aboard the 
Diamond Princess cruise ship moored off Japan, where 
135 people have been positively diagnosed. The ship has 
been in quarantine since arriving off the Japanese coast 
early last week after the virus was detected in a former 
passenger who disembarked last month in Hong Kong. 

More than 100 people were evacuated from a 35-
storey Hong Kong housing block yesterday after two 
residents in different apartments tested positive for the 
virus.  Residents were forced to leave as health officials 
in masks and white overalls scrambled to work out 
whether the virus had spread through the complex of 
some 3,000 people. “Of course I’m scared,” a 59-year-
old resident, who gave her surname as Chan, told AFP.  
The US said yesterday it had authorized consulate staff 
to leave Hong Kong. 

Chinese authorities, meanwhile, dismissed two senior 
health officials from Hubei, the central province where 
some 56 million people, including in its capital Wuhan, 
have been under lockdown since late last month. They also 
tightened restrictions in the city, forbidding people with 
fever from visiting hospitals outside of their home districts 
and sealing off residential compounds. Local authorities in 
Wuhan and Hubei have faced a torrent of criticism for hid-
ing the extent of the outbreak in early January. Most 
deaths and cases are in Hubei. The death of a whistleblow-
ing doctor from Wuhan has sparked calls for political 
reform in China. 

President Xi, who has described the battle against the 
virus a “people’s war”, has largely kept out of the public 
eye since the outbreak spiralled across the country from 
Hubei. But he emerged on Monday, pictured wearing a 
mask and having his temperature taken at a hospital in 
Beijing. He called the situation in Hubei “still very grave” 
and urged “more decisive measures” to contain the spread 
of the virus. — Agencies 
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been a century since Baghdad saw any flakes. 

Iraqis young and old said it was the first time they 
had ever seen snow falling in Baghdad. The city’s 
iconic palm trees were daintily outlined in white, and 
the tarpaulins of the long-running anti-government 
protest camp in Tahrir Square in the city center were 
sprinkled with snow.  

People on their way to work stopped their cars to 

snap pictures or break out into impromptu snowball 
fights. “Snowfall may continue until Wednesday given 
the very cold weather,” said Amer Al-Jaberi, media 
head of the Iraqi Meteorological Centre. “This cold 
wave came from Europe,” he told AFP.  

The people of Baghdad are more used to heat than 
cold. The highest temperature recorded in the capital 
was a searing 51 degrees Celsius, a record it has 
neared several times in recent years. South of the 
capital, snow also carpeted the Shiite holy city of 
Karbala, which draws pilgrims from round the world 
to its famed shrines, the golden-domed mausoleums 
of Abbas and Imam Hussein. Snowfall is more com-
mon in northern Iraq, where snow covered the war-
battered city of Mosul, but in the center and south 
there is rarely enough precipitation. — Agencies   
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 excluding Muslims. At least 25 people have been 

killed in protests over the legislation so far. 
But the AAP, which swept to power in 2015 after it 

was launched three years earlier by former tax officer 
Kejriwal, retained control in an impressive showing. The 
defeat in Delhi is the latest in a string of setbacks for 
the BJP at regional elections over the past two years. 
Kejriwal, 51, fought the election on local issues such as 
subsidized water and electricity, as well as the safety of 
women. “This win has given birth to a new type of poli-
tics - the politics of work,” he told cheering supporters 
at party headquarters. “This is the type of politics that 
will take the country forward in the 21st century.” 

Yogendra Yadav, an academic who was a member of 
the AAP executive until 2015 and now has his own par-
ty, said the result was a clear rejection of Modi and his 
party’s angry campaign. “The BJP indulged in one of 
the most vitriolic, communal hate mongering campaigns 
as a desperate electoral gamble,” he told AFP. “If this 
succeeded, it would have become a template for every-
one else to follow. —  AFP 

AAP crushes 
BJP in Delhi...

NEW DELHI: Aam Aadmi Party (AAP) chief Arvind Kejriwal 
gestures towards his supporters at the party headquar-
ters yesterday. — AFP 

UNITED NATIONS: Palestinian president Mahmoud 
Abbas yesterday urged the UN Security Council to 
reject President Donald Trump’s Middle East plan, say-
ing it would splinter Palestinian lands and never bring 
lasting peace. Brandishing a large map of a future 
Palestine as laid out by Trump, Abbas denounced it as a 
“Swiss cheese” deal that would give the Palestinians 
only a “fragmented state” without control of their air-
space, sea or East Jerusalem. 

“Who among you would accept such a state?” 
Abbas asked, as he warned that Israel would create an 
“apartheid” situation if it moves ahead with annexation. 
“I would like to say to Mr Donald Trump that his plan 
cannot achieve peace and security as it cancels inter-
national legitimacy,” Abbas said. “It cancels all the 
rights of the Palestinians. This does not meet the aspira-
tions of a two-state solution,” he said. “If you impose 
peace it will not last, it cannot last.” 

The Palestinians have sought to rally international 
support against the plan, which Trump unveiled along-
side Israeli Prime Minister Benjamin Netanyahu on Jan 
28. But in a setback, the Palestinians dropped plans for 
a vote on a resolution yesterday that would denounce 
the proposal. Diplomats said that the United States has 
put heavy pressure, including threats of financial reper-
cussions, on Security Council members and that even 
some European nations were hesitant. Abbas said that 
peace with Israel remained “achievable” and said: “I 
have come to build a just partnership.” “This deal is not 
an international partnership. This proposal was from 
one state, supported by another state to be imposed.” 

 
Israel wants Abbas out  

The veteran 84-year-old leader, long considered a 
moderate among the Palestinians, rejected the use of 
violence but said that street protests showed the deep 

opposition to Israeli occupation. “Our entire people is 
saying ‘No, no, no’ to this deal,” he said. Israel’s ambas-
sador to the United Nations, Danny Danon, replied that 
Abbas stood in the way of a solution. “Only when he 
steps down can Israel and the Palestinians move for-
ward,” Danon said. “He is trying to blame the lack of 
progress on Israel. Complaining instead of leading is 
not leadership,” he said, calling on the Palestinians to 
find a “realistic solution.” 

Trump’s plan would establish a Palestinian state but 
grant Israel sovereignty stretching to the Jordanian bor-
der, including over settlements built since the Jewish state 
captured the West Bank in the 1967 Six-Day War. The 
plan would recognize contested Jerusalem as the undi-
vided capital of Israel but allow the Palestinians to estab-
lish a capital on the holy city’s eastern outskirts. Hours 
after Trump unveiled the plan, Netanyahu began to move 
forward with plans to annex much of the West Bank. 

Despite the Palestinians’ refusal to deal with Trump, 
Abbas said that his first impressions of the billionaire 
turned president had been favorable. Trump, whose 
evangelical Christian base is strongly supportive of 
Israel, has taken a series of landmark steps such as rec-
ognizing Jerusalem as Israel’s capital and ending assis-
tance to the UN body that helps Palestinian refugees. “I 
do not know who gave him this advice. The President 
Trump I met was not like that,” Abbas said. 

 
Europeans critical of plan  

The Palestinians previously won support from the 
Arab League, the Organization of Islamic Cooperation 
and the African Union which have all rejected Trump’s 
plan. Yesterday, the four European Union members of 
the Security Council - France, Germany, Belgium and 
Estonia - as well as Poland, which left the council at the 
end of last year, jointly said that any Middle East solu-

tion needs to be based on pre-1967 lines. 
Trump’s plan “departs from these internationally 

agreed parameters,” they said in a joint statement, 
while applauding “all efforts” to reach a peaceful reso-
lution. The European Union earlier failed to issue a sim-
ilar joint statement among all members due to resist-
ance from a handful of countries including Hungary, led 
by right-wing populist Viktor Orban. Kelly Craft, the 

US ambassador to the UN, said that Trump’s plan 
amounted to an “opening offer” and called for talks 
between the Israelis and Palestinians. “My fervent hope 
is that after the smoke of today’s rhetoric clears, 
Palestinian leaders will see this plan for the opportunity 
it is, roll up their sleeves, and seize this chance to sit 
down with the leaders of Israel to begin a new conver-
sation,” she said. —  AFP 

Palestinian leader warns UN on  
Trump’s ‘Swiss cheese’ peace

NEW YORK: Palestinian President Mahmoud Abbas holds up the US Vision for Peace map while speaking at the United 
Nations Security Council yesterday. — AFP 

KHARTOUM: Sudan has agreed to hand 
ousted autocrat Omar Al-Bashir and others to 
the International Criminal Court for alleged 
war crimes in Darfur, a member of Khartoum’s 
ruling body said yesterday. The Hague-based 
ICC has charged Bashir and three of his for-
mer aides with genocide, crimes against 
humanity and war crimes in Sudan’s western 
region during a devastating conflict from 
2003. “Those who have been indicted by the 
ICC, they have to go there,” Mohamed Hassan 
Al-Taishay, a member of the ruling sovereign 
council, said in a statement. 

“One of them is Al-Bashir and (there are) 
three others,” he later told journalists in the 
South Sudanese capital of Juba, where a gov-
ernment delegation was meeting rebel groups 
from Darfur. “We agreed that we fully sup-
ported the ICC and we agreed... that the four 
criminals have to be handed over,” Taishay 
said. “We fully supported the claim that the 
ICC wanted them and they have to be handed 
over.” He did not specify when the decision 
would be carried out. 

Taishay said the Juba talks, still ongoing, 
focused on justice and reconciliation in Darfur, 
where the United Nations says about 
300,000 people have been killed and millions 
displaced since the conflict erupted. Taishay 
said they had agreed several mechanisms for 

achieving peace in Darfur, including the 
establishment of a special court to investigate 
crimes in the region. But “first, all those who 
have been indicted by the ICC should appear 
before the ICC”, he said.  

A member of the rebel delegation in Juba 
also confirmed the move. “We have agreed 
with the sovereign council in Khartoum to rule 
Sudan based on justice, especially on issues 
related to the ICC,” Nimir Mohamed 
Abdurahman told reporters. The conflict in 
Darfur, the size of France, erupted when ethnic 
minority African rebels took up arms against 
Bashir’s then Arab-dominated government, 
accusing it of marginalizing the region eco-
nomically and politically. 

The ICC has charged Bashir with genocide, 
war crimes and crimes against humanity for 
his role in the conflict. Bashir has denied the 
charges. The court has also indicted three of 
his former aides, Ahmed Haroon, Abdulrahim 
Mohamed Hussain and Ali Kushied. “We can-
not achieve justice unless we treat the suffer-
ing of the victims because this is a truth that 
we can’t escape from,” Taishay said. 

Sudanese government spokesman Faisal 
Mohamed Salih also confirmed that the four 
would be handed over to the ICC. “Bashir and 
others will be presented to the ICC court. This 
is a government decision,” Salih told AFP. 
Bashir was ousted by the army in a palace 
coup last April after months of protests 
against his iron-fisted rule of three decades. 
He was arrested following his ouster and has 
since been sentenced to two years in a deten-
tion center on corruption charges. 

Anti-Bashir protesters, residents of Darfur 
and rebel groups from the region have consis-

tently demanded that the ousted ruler be 
handed over to the ICC. For years before his 
toppling and despite the ICC indictments, 
Bashir had regularly visited regional countries 
as well as Russia and China. Days before the 
outbreak of mass protests against him in Dec 
2018, he visited Syria’s President Bashar Al-
Assad in Damascus, becoming the first Arab 
leader to do so since the Syrian conflict began 
in 2011. In 2018, Bashir helped broker a tenta-
tive peace deal in South Sudan after five years 
of intense conflict in the world’s newest coun-
try, which won independence from Khartoum 
in 2011. — AFP 
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DOHA: The United Arab Emirates has 
restored mail services with Qatar, the UN 
postal agency said, after severing them in 
2017 as part of a regional campaign to 
isolate Doha. The UAE, along with its 
allies Saudi Arabia, Bahrain and Egypt, cut 
all diplomatic, trade and transport ties 
with Qatar in June 2017. The four govern-
ments accused Doha of backing radical 
Islamists, including the Muslim 
Brotherhood, and seeking closer ties with 
Saudi archrival Tehran - allegations Qatar 
vehemently denies. 

Representatives of the four boycott 
countries met a Qatari delegation at the 
Universal Postal Union’s (UPU) headquar-
ters in the Swiss capital Bern on January 29 
to discuss the reestablishment of postal 
links. Only the UAE has so far agreed. The 
UPU is a UN agency responsible for coor-
dinating global postal services. “These 
were constructive discussions, hopefully 
the countries will now resume their postal 
arrangements - and they are a positive step 
in the right direction,” a UPU spokesman 
told AFP late Monday. 

The UPU said in a technical notice to 
postal operators seen by AFP that “effec-
tive February 9, 2020, Emirates Post will 
resume the sending of mails to the State of 
Qatar, using open and closed transit 
options via Oman”. QPost, Qatar’s national 

mail carrier, said it was unclear if services 
to the UAE would resume and that current-
ly “it it not allowed” to send items to the 
country. An Emirates Post employee con-
firmed that “it is possible to send (items) to 
Qatar without any specific restrictions”.  

Since the embargo began, there have 
been no direct postal services between the 
UAE and Qatar with foreign courier servic-
es, including DHL and FedEx, similarly 
affected by the measures. Oman has pro-
vided Qatar with respite from the boycott 
measures, making its ports available to 
Qatari imports and exports that would 
have previously transited the UAE. Oman, 
along with Kuwait, has been involved in so 
far fruitless efforts to broker an end to the 
regional rift. 

Meanwhile, talks between Saudi Arabia 
and Qatar to resolve the Gulf dispute broke 
down soon after starting, six sources said, 
leaving in place the political and trade 
embargo of Doha that hampers joint Gulf 
Arab efforts to counter Iran. The discus-
sions that began in October were the first 
glimmer of a thaw in the row. Washington 
has strong ties with all the states involved, 
including Qatar which hosts the largest US 
military base in the region, and sees the rift 
as a threat to efforts to contain Iran. It has 
pushed for a united Gulf front. — AFP 

UAE reopens mail link with 
Qatar; Saudi talks falter


