
Thur

WEDNESDAY, FEBRUARY 12, 2020

Established 1961 

Lifestyle

The newly wedded couple Hanan and Mohammad are greeted as they enter their temporary home in a school building, transformed into a makeshift shelter for dis-
placed people, on their wedding day in the northern Syrian city of Hasakeh. — AFP photos

Rabbi Meir Rosenboim (left) of the Premishlan Hasidic dynasty dance in front
of his daughter Hana Ritza during the Mitzvah Tantz, a Hasidic custom.

Rabbi Meir Rosenboim (center left) of the Premishlan Hasidic dynasty dance
in front of his daughter Hana Ritza during the Mitzvah Tantz, a Hasidic custom
is which the men dance before the bride on the wedding night after a wed-
ding feast in the Israeli religious city of Bnei Brak near Tel Aviv.

Hanan, a displaced Syrian woman wears her wedding dress at her temporary home, a school
building transformed into a makeshift shelter.

Luvin Yusuf, a Kurdish bride, arrives to her wedding ceremony in the Kurdish-
majority city of Qamishli in northeastern Syria.

Wedding dresses are seen in the destroyed window of a bridal shop in a
damaged building in Balyun in Syria’s northwestern Idlib province.

Yemenis attend a wed-
ding ceremony in the old

city of Sanaa on
December 19, 2019.

Yemenis dance at a wedding ceremony in the old city of Sanaa.

“Love, we have no aim but to be defeated in your
wars,” wrote the Palestinian poet Mahmud
Darwish. Despite the armed conflicts devastat-

ing the Middle East, occasionally love comes out victo-
rious. From the battlefields of Syria to the ruined cities
of Yemen, journalists bear witness to violence and
destruction every day-but sometimes they capture
glimmers of hope, beauty and even romance. To mark
Valentine’s Day, AFP has selected some of its most pow-
erful recent images of love. AFP photographer Safin
Hamed recalls accompanying a young couple from
Iraq’s Yazidi minority from their tent in a squalid
refugee camp to their December wedding at a modest
hall in nearby Dohuk city.

“It was a basic party, there wasn’t a meal, just cake,”
he said. “But they really wanted to express their happi-
ness and to dance.” The young bride and groom were
just children when the Islamic State group stormed
through their rugged home region of Sinjar in 2014, kid-
napping thousands of women and girls as “sex slaves”,
killing men en masse and taking boys as soldiers. But
even after six years living on humanitarian aid in a
refugee camp, the couple “loved life and wanted to keep
going... despite everything that had happened to them,”
Hamed said.  Guests gathered in bright traditional
clothes, and a small band played raucous Kurdish wed-
ding music.

“Even when the music finished, they wanted the band
to play on,” Hamed said. “Despite their suffering, they
were looking after themselves, getting their hair done in a
salon, wearing nice clothes.” Weddings in the shadow of
war, whether in squalid refugee camps or bombed-out
towns, can be defiant celebrations of life and expressions
of hope for a better future. In Yemen’s rebel-held capital
of Sanaa, Mohammed Huwais photographed men danc-
ing in the streets to celebrate a marriage in the shadow of
a war that has created what the United Nations calls the
world’s worst humanitarian crisis.

In Syria’s war-torn northwestern province of Idlib, AFP
photojournalist Aaref Watad captured chilling images of a
wedding dress in the blown-out facade of a bridal shop, on
December 8, 2019, the day after a reported Russian
airstrike on a market in the village. And in the country’s
northeast, Mustafa Ramadan and Luvin Yusuf had to post-
pone their wedding as Turkey and its rebel proxies
launched an offensive against Kurdish forces they view as
“terrorists”. When they finally married in the city of
Qamishli, the wedding hall was filled with Kurdish patriotic
songs, clapping, singing and laughing, said AFP photogra-
pher Delil Souleiman.  “It was so different from working
amid bombardment, displacement and death,” he said. “It
was full of music, colours, happiness and dancing.”— AFP


