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News in brief

Danish doctor wins Amir’s award

KUWAT: His Highness the Amir Sheikh Sabah Al-
Ahmad Al-Jaber Al-Sabah is a proponent of medical
research covering various fields, including, but not
limited to elderly care, Kuwait’s health minister said
yesterday. Sheikh Dr Basel Al-Sabah’s remarks came
in a statement to the press, in which he congratulat-
ed Danish neurologist Gunhild Waldemar for win-
ning His Highness the Amir’s award for elderly care
research this year. The minister wished Waldemar,
who is a professor of clinical neurology at
Denmark’s Faculty of Medicine and Health Sciences,
every success as she looks to further her medical
career. His Highness the Amir’s award for elderly
care research acknowledges exceptional contribu-
tions in this field, where the award is bestowed upon
amid a lavish ceremony each year. — KUNA

Chinese New Year ‘delays’ project

KUWAIT: Mutlaa housing project, which faces diffi-
culties in meeting its time schedule, suffered yet
another setback caused by the Chinese New Year
celebrations on Jan 25. Head of Mutlaa Residents
Voluntary Society Khalid Al-Enezi said hundreds of
Chinese workers involved in the project left the
country to celebrate with their families, but the
coronavirus epidemic in their country prompted
Kuwait to ban their return as a precaution to pre-
vent the spread of the virus in the country. Enezi
said if the workers are not replaced, there will be
further delays, and asked the housing authority to
intervene with solutions, saying there must be alter-
native plans. — Al-Qabas

Oil companies’ merger approved

KUWAIT: The Supreme Petroleum Council gave
preliminary approval to merge oil companies and
accepted the study with regards to the merger
process. Informed sources said the council
approved the merging of oil companies in principle,
provided that there will be other steps that may take
12 to 18 months, during which detailed studies will
be made, along with discussions between the oil
companies and appointments of international con-
sultants. The council also approved the operational
budget of Kuwait Petroleum Corporation for 2020-
2021 of nearly KD 4.3 billion, with profits expected
at KD 2.5 billion. —Al-Qabas

KUWAIT: The Kuwaiti Cabinet held on Monday its
customary meeting at Bayan Palace, under the chair-
manship of His Highness the Prime Minister Sheikh
Sabah Al-Khaled Al-Hamad Al-Sabah. Upon His
Highness the Premier’s directives on combating corrup-
tion and boosting transparency, and after media reports
on suspicion of bribes and corruption regarding some
aircraft deals, the Cabinet watched a presentation by
Minister of Justice and Minister of Awqaf and Islamic
Affairs Fahad Al-Afasi on measures taken by the
Kuwait Anti-Corruption Authority (Nazaha) on verify-
ing whether there are suspicions on the deals made
with the Kuwait Airways Corporation, according to a
statement by Minister of Interior and Minister of State
for Cabinet Affairs Anas Al-Saleh after the meeting.

Minister Afasi noted that the authority made its legal
measures on collecting international and local data on
this matter. The Cabinet tasked the authority with com-
pleting its serious measures so as to find facts in this
file. It also asked the Fatwa and Legislation Department,
the Foreign Ministry, Kuwait Airways Corporation and
all relevant authorities to take necessary measures to
provide all data, documents to the authority to help
reach a conclusion related to these suspicions in prepa-
ration for starting legal procedures against anyone sus-
pected of seizing or squandering public money. The
Cabinet affirmed its determination to confront the
scourge of corruption and bring to accountability those
who squander or waste public money, Saleh said.

Digital transformation
Within the framework of the Cabinet’s follow-up of

the implementation of its programs, Minister Al-Saleh

made a presentation before the Cabinet members on
the Interior Minister’s report on steps achieved in the
government’s action program. He pointed out that the
Interior Ministry coordinated with the Civil Service
Commission (CSC) to establish a specialized unit, affili-
ated to the Ministry’s General Department of Criminal
Investigations, in combating corruption, in addition to
the department for combating public money crimes.
The Ministry launched several services within the
framework of its plan for digital transformation to
enhance transparency in government transactions and
facilitate services for both expats and citizens around
the clock, Minister Saleh clarified. He cited as examples
of these services: e-services for residence affairs, can-
celing residence stickers in passports, and adding resi-
dency information to the civil identity cards, as well as
renewing domestic workers’ residency permits and
renewing driver’s licenses through the ministry’s web-
site. The Cabinet lauded efforts made by the Interior
Ministry in implementing the government’s action pro-
gram mainly the first axis represented in combating
corruption.

Coronavirus
The ministers, during the meeting, discussed the

rapid developments on the new coronavirus out-
break in China. In this regard, Minister of Health Dr
Sheikh Basel Al-Sabah made a presentation on the
emergency plans and the precautionary measures
taken to confront the spread of this epidemic into
the country with all means. The ministers were reas-
sured that the country is free from any coronavirus
infected case. In recognition of China’s efforts to

confront the virus and preventing its spread, the
Cabinet assigned the Foreign Ministry to communi-
cate with Chinese officials on Kuwait’s contribution
to support these efforts and help Chinese friends in
dealing with this deadly disease. Upon His Highness
the Amir’s order and in recognition of the efforts
made by the late Sultan Qaboos bin Said of Oman in
backing the GCC, and the issues of both Arab and

Muslim nations, the Cabinet tasked the Kuwait
Municipality to name one of the country’s main
roads after the late Sultan. Furthermore, the minis-
ters discussed National Assembly affairs and the
proposals submitted by some MPs. They also mulled
the political affairs in light of the reports regarding
the developments in the political arena on both Arab
and international levels. — KUNA
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KUWAIT:  His Highness the Prime Minister Sheikh Sabah Al-Khaled Al-Hamad Al-Sabah chairs the Cabinet’s
meeting. — KUNA

By Nawara Fattahova

KUWAIT: The Iranian Embassy in Kuwait celebrated
the 41st anniversary of the Islamic Revolution on
Monday. On this occasion, Iranian Ambassador to
Kuwait Mohammed Irani said the Iranian people are
celebrating the victory of the Islamic revolution at a
time of suffering from the “worst-ever embargo, sanc-
tions and international pressure.”

“The young generation proved their success in dif-
ferent fields including scientific, technical, health, nan-
otechnology, nuclear energy, military manufacturing,
missiles, vehicles, satellites and many others. Due to the
illegal American embargo, the Iranian economy is grad-
ually heading to a decrease in dependence on oil, as the
Iranian government has achieved self-sufficiency in
most products. The national budget is now depending
70 percent on nonoil exports,” added Irani.

Regarding the regional situation, he said Iran shares
the vision with its neighboring countries that security
issues in the region should be resolved through joint
efforts of the regions’ countries. “Security is a common

need for all the countries in the region, and this includes
respecting national sovereignty, not interfering in inter-
nal issues, peaceful coexistence and following the good
neighborhood policy to ensure security for all coun-
tries. The Hormuz peace initiative proposed by Iranian
President Hassan Rouhani was inspired by these princi-
ples, and it aims for stability and peace in the region,”
the ambassador pointed out.

“Bilateral relations with Kuwait are an example of
useful cooperation between people in both countries
and the region. Thousands of Kuwaitis visit Iran every
year for religious and medical tourism, beautiful resorts
and nature. Iran has open doors for all visitors, and I
invite them to exploit this opportunity to benefit from
the law encouraging foreign investments and economic
development projects,” noted Irani.

KUWAIT: Iranian Ambassador to Kuwait Mohammed Irani (left) participates in cutting the cake during the
ceremony. — Photo by Yasser Al-Zayyat
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KUWAIT: Kuwait Fire Service Directorate (KFSD)
closed 92 facilities administratively in Jleeb Al-
Shuyoukh after warning them over preventive viola-
tions. KFSD Director General Lt Gen Khalid Al-Mikrad
issued the decision after the warning period elapsed.

Fire drill
KFSD carried out an exercise in cooperation with

Bidaa fire station and Movenpick Hotel. Both sides
succeeded in achieving the exercise goals, which
focused on quick evacuation and control and pre-
venting the fire from spreading.

Agreement signed
KFSD signed a cooperation agreement with Al-

Najat Society (Islamic Presentation Society) on 14
items related to increasing societal knowledge and
holding training workshops on security and safety
principles and dealing with fires for various commu-
nities in Kuwait. A joint committee will be formed to
take executive decisions that do not clash with their
interests in order to prevent fires by focusing on
communities of various nationalities in their lan-
guages. KFSD was represented by Public Relations
Director Brig Khalil Al-Amir, while Al-Najat Society
was represented by Deputy Chairman of the Board
Rasheed Al-Hamad. 

KUWAIT: A Kuwait Fire Service Directorate offi-
cer closes a restaurant in Jleeb Al-Shuyoukh.

KFSD closes 92
facilities in Jleeb

KUWAIT: Kuwait International Bank (KIB) sponsored a
career fair and orientation week for the academic year
2020, which is organized by the College of Business
Administration’s (CBA) Student Union at Kuwait University
Al-Shadadiya campus. Taking place from February 9 to 13,
the event is attended by a large group of faculty members,
graduates of various colleges, high school students as well
as representatives from private institutions. 

With a huge list of entities and students participating,
the event is considered one of the largest career fairs to
take place in Kuwait and serves graduates from the CBA
and a large segment of graduates from other colleges in
Kuwait University. The career fair gives students and grad-
uates the opportunity to meet with representatives from
various companies who provide them with both full-time
and part-time job opportunities; thereby helping them
launch their careers in an ideal work environment that sup-
ports their ambitious goals.

On this occasion, Feras Al-Darmi, Deputy General
Manager of the Human Resources Department at KIB, said:
“Our sponsorship of this event comes as part of our ongoing
commitment to participate in career fairs, which reflects our
efforts to empower ambitious local youth and attract fresh
graduates. By providing them with suitable job opportunities

and training programs, we help them improve their profes-
sional skills and pave the way for their future career goals.”

Darmi invites all graduates and soon-to-be graduates of
Kuwait University to visit the KIB
booth at the career fair. A team
from the bank’s human resources
department will be present to wel-
come visitors, introduce them to
job opportunities available for
young talents, as well as introduce
them to the nature of the working
in a bank and how to join. At the
booth, the KIB team will also pro-
vide graduates with valuable
advice on how to choose the most
suitable career.

It is worth noting that KIB participates in a number of
career fairs and exhibitions throughout the year, as part of
its leading social responsibility program. The bank aims at
empowering youth through supporting them and investing
in local talents. Accordingly, KIB has opened its doors to
these local talents by employing them and developing their
capabilities, as it believes they are the building blocks of a
better, brighter future for Kuwait.

KIB sponsors business college’s career fair

Feras Al-Darmi

KUWAIT/LONDON: His Highness the Amir
Sheikh Sabah Al-Ahmad Al-Jaber Al-Sabah
yesterday sent a cable of congratulations to
the Chairman of Kuwait Chamber of
Commerce and Industry (KCCI) Ali
Mohammad Al-Ghanem. In the cable, His
Highness the Amir expressed his sincere
congratulations to Ghanem for having been
selected honorary president of the Arab-
British Chamber of Commerce (ABCC) in
appreciation for his great and continuous
efforts to consolidate the economic and
commercial relations between the Arab
countries and the friendly United Kingdom.
His Highness the Crown Prince Sheikh
Nawaf Al-Ahmad Al-Jaber Al-Sabah and His
Highness the Prime Minister Sheikh Sabah
Al-Khaled Al-Hamad Al-Sabah sent him
similar congratulatory cables.

Ghanem had expressed on Monday his

pride of ABCC choosing him to be its first
honorary president. In statements following
a ceremony held by the ABCC in London to
honor him, Ghanem hailed the ABCC move
as an honoring for the State of Kuwait, its
leadership and people. This is an honoring
for Kuwait and its leadership who was and is
still encouraging all efforts to develop
national economy and strengthen economic
relations with all countries, he said. He point-
ed out that Kuwait’s relationship with Britain
is special and distinguished and the Kuwaiti
government is always striving to strengthen
these relations at all levels.

Meanwhile, the Ambassador of Kuwait
and the Dean of the Arab and Foreign Corps
in the UK Khaled Al-Duwaisan affirmed that
Ghanem is a distinguished person in Kuwait
and abroad. Ghanem has left outstanding
hallmarks and achieved great successes in

through all the posts he had held, Duwaisan
said. He stressed that Ghanem had a promi-
nent role throughout his membership in the
Board of Directors of ABCC in cementing
trade relations between the Arab countries
and Britain. Through his special relations
with the British side, he helped remove
obstacles facing many Arab businessmen. 

During the ceremony, ABCC Secretary-
General and CEO Bandar Reda hailed
Ghanem’s “tireless efforts” to strengthen
Arab-British trade relations, particularly
relations between Gulf countries, especially
Kuwait, and Britain, through all the posts he
held. “Naming Ghanem as an honorary pres-
ident of the ABCC is just a recognition of his
efforts and support to the ABCC,” Reda
clarified. In his speech, Ghanem affirmed that
the ABCC represents a unique form of joint
Arab action institutions that aim to enhance

Arab economic and cultural cooperation
with the world. Ghanem said that the cham-
ber has made important accomplishments
and implemented various missions.

He also pointed out that the Arab-British
relations are concentrated in four areas,
namely energy, trade, investment and securi-
ty, and all these areas are witnessing radical
changes in their nature, importance and
trends. He noted that these changes are
evolving rapidly due to the great Asian
growth, which is about to return the global
economic weight to the east, with its huge
size and high competitiveness. Ghanem held
many positions and was elected as the
President of the Chambers of the Gulf
Cooperation Council states, and he was
awarded the highest merit medal from the
Federal Republic of Germany from the
German President in 2005. — KUNA

Amir congratulates KCCI chief on Arab British Chamber post


