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KUWAIT: A total of 179 projects from 12 countries are
participating in the Maker Faire 2020 at the Kuwait
International Fairground in Mishref from Feb 11 to 15,
2020. The participating projects were chosen by the
judging committee out of 540 that applied. The best
projects will receive cash prizes.  

Minister of Commerce and Industry Khaled Al-
Roudhan said this fair is part of His Highness the Amir
Sheikh Sabah Al-Ahmad Al-Jaber Al-Sabah’s directions to
support and adopt Kuwaiti ventures, especially industrial,
technological and handmade projects. “These projects may
be a quantum leap in the Kuwaiti industrial field that keeps
up with the New Kuwait 2035 vision. I was impressed by
the projects displayed in this fair from Kuwait and other
countries as well. I hope that the best of these projects will
get a chance to be part of Kuwait’s industries,” he said dur-
ing the opening ceremony yesterday.   

Chairman of Kuwait Investment Company Yousef Al-
Ali said the company is organizing this fair for the fourth
consecutive year. “It’s held under the patronage of HH the
Amir to support Kuwaiti youth. We believe that Kuwaitis
are able to add value to their inventions and new proj-
ects, and through this fair we aim to shed light on them
and to adopt the ideas of those who deserve it,” he
pointed out.

Some of the participating projects in the past years
have been realized. “Some of the previous projects were
supported and are now expanding in the health, technol-
ogy and other sectors. This is an example for the youth to
continue their hard work to realize their dreams, as their
projects can represent Kuwait at international fairs the
same way as some previous projects did,” added Ali.

The number of participants increased this year. “This
year we have more participants from more countries
compared to the previous version of the fair. The partici-
pating countries are, besides Kuwait, Saudi Arabia,

Bahrain, Qatar, UAE, Yemen, Sudan, Syria, Egypt, Jordan,
Lebanon and Iran. This signifies the success of this fair
year after year. Through this fair we aim to achieve our
goal of boosting the ‘Made in Kuwait’ slogan. This will
change our economy from a single-income revenue
economy to a sustainable economy,” stressed Bader Al-
Sibei, CEO of Kuwait Investment Co.

The participating projects are from various fields. “The
participating inventions, ideas and projects are from the
technology field including mechanical, electronic and vir-
tual applications. Also, there is participation from the arts
and crafts fields including clay carving, sculpting, sand
carving, wood art and metal carving. Then there is the
heritage category that includes music and traditional
handcrafts, in addition to educational projects that include
applications and others,” noted Talal Al-Rashdan, Public
Relations and Media Manager, Kuwait Investment Co.

Maker Faire also includes a competition. “Twelve best
projects will receive cash prizes. Apart from evalua-

tion by the judging committee, visitors of the fair can
vote for the best projects in their opinion,” Rashdan fur-
ther added.

Fahd Al-Saad is participating in this fair with a collec-
tion of handmade knives that he makes as a hobby. “I call
my brand Roy knife. I design and make the knives
according to orders using natural materials including
wood, leather and others. I have different kinds of blades
including Dimashqi, D2 or the 1095. I then shape the
knife to a unique beautiful art piece for multiple purpos-
es, including hunting, in the kitchen, when travelling, or
for breaking and cutting wood,” he told Kuwait Times.

“I fell in love with this hobby when I was a child. It
attracted me as it is artistic work. But I only started mak-
ing these knives about two years ago. I display my work
at home. The pieces are for sale, but the customer is the
one who decides the price, as I do this as a hobby in my
free time. I prefer spending my free time in a useful activ-
ity such as this craft,” added Saad.

Maker Faire 2020 opens featuring
179 projects from 12 countries

Part of Amir’s directions to support Kuwaiti ventures

stc sponsors
universal
‘Maker Faire’
KUWAIT: Kuwait Telecommunications Company- stc, a
world-class digital leader providing innovative services
and platforms to customers enabling the digital transfor-
mation in Kuwait, sponsored the renowned Kuwait Maker
Faire 2020 expo held from February 11th to the 15th. The
Faire was held under the patronage of His Highness the
Amir Sheikh Sabah Al-Ahmad Al-Jaber Al-Sabah, at the
Kuwait International Fairground in Mishref.

stc’s sponsorship of the event, which was attended by
the Minister of Commerce and Industry Khaled Al-
Roudhan, and the Executive Management at stc, comes in
line with the company’s social responsibility initiative to
support technology, small and medium sized enterprises,
and supporting the local youth in creating innovative solu-
tions across various fields. 

Following stc’s social responsibility agenda, the
Company will be sitting on the judging panel that evalu-
ates the participants’ creations, selecting the most innova-
tive and creative inventions presented at the Faire organ-
ized by Kuwait Investment Company.

Commenting on the sponsorship, Danah Al-Jasem,
General Manager of Corporate Communications at stc

said, “stc’s sponsorship of the Maker Faire expo is driven
by the Company’s initiative towards enabling the digital
transformation in Kuwait by supporting innovative con-
cepts run by entrepreneurs, specially within the fields of
technology and digital solutions. In addition to stc’s con-
tinuous role in supporting and empowering the youth, we
feel that it is our social responsibility to provide them with
the strategic guidance and advice that will help benefit our
society and the economic sector as a whole.”

On this occasion, Jasem thanked the organizers as well
as the sponsoring companies who made this event possible
once again. The level of enthusiasm and ingenuity wit-
nessed during the event emphasizes Kuwait’s role in driving
youth led innovations. She also expressed her gratitude
towards the continuous efforts displayed by the Kuwait
Investment Company to host such a major event in Kuwait
that attracts local and regional participants to display their
inventions. She added, “We are proud to be part of the
judging panel and look forward to the results. This panel
provides creative minds of those entrepreneurs to display
their talents and inventions at the Maker Faire face to face.”

It is worth mentioning that the Maker Faire originated
in the United States of America and since then has gained
global popularity. Since then, the Maker Faire has been
held in several countries around the world, with Kuwait
being the first GCC country to exclusively host the expo,
gathering tech enthusiasts, educators, creators and inven-
tors to display their creations and share their talents in
unique ways. This year, the Maker Faire was held during
the month of February right before Kuwait’s National and
Liberation Day celebrations.

KUWAIT: Wooden ship models made by Kuwaiti craftsmen displayed during the fair. — Photos by Yasser Al-Zayyat Participants are seen during the event.

Gulf Bank
sponsors MGRP
career fair
KUWAIT: Gulf Bank announced it is the platinum sponsor
of the 2020 edition of the Manpower and Government
Restructuring Program (MGRP) career fair. The two-day
event, titled ‘Because You Deserve It,’ is set to take place
from Feb 12-13 at the Public Authority of Manpower from
9 am to 2 pm, and from 5 pm to 10 pm. This marks the
third consecutive year that Gulf Bank sponsors the career
fair as part of the Bank’s commitment to offering employ-
ment opportunities to local youth.

As a platinum sponsor, Gulf Bank’s participation
reflects its ongoing commitment to Kuwait Vision 2035
‘New Kuwait,’ the national development plan that was
developed by His Highness the Amir Sheikh Sabah Al-
Ahmad Al-Jaber Al-Sabah. Sponsorship of the career
fair falls under the bank’s corporate social responsibility
plan and is part of the bank’s social and economic sus-

tainability initiatives. By
working to support and
empower Kuwait i  youth,
Gulf Bank is working in line
with ‘New Kuwait,’ which
prioritizes the development
of the private sector and
the national economy over-
all. 

Gulf Bank’s General
Manager of Human
Resources, Salma Al-Hajjaj
noted: “We are proud to
sponsor this year’s

Manpower and Government Restructuring Program
career fair for the third year in a row, as the sponsorship
is one of several initiatives that reflect Gulf Bank’s
efforts in advancing the national economy and achieving
the development goals of our country. At Gulf Bank, we
are committed to our role in achieving His Highness the
Amir of Kuwait’s Vision 2035 and, as part of this com-
mitment, have made it a priority to ensure job opportu-
nities across the country. By hiring local talent, we are
spearheading efforts in the private sector that con-
tribute to a more sustainable national economy.”

Salma Al-Hajjaj

KUWAIT: Minister of Commerce and Industry Khaled Al-Roudhan visits stc’s booth at the event.


