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Bogdanovic buzzer beater lifts Jazz
HOUSTON: Bojan Bogdanovic hit a 3-pointer at the
buzzer to lift the Utah Jazz to a 114-113 victory over the
host Houston Rockets on Sunday. Bogdanovic had just two
field goals and eight points for the night, 13 below his sea-
son average. But Utah executed the final inbound play to
perfection, with Bogdanovic making a 28-footer over
James Harden and P.J. Tucker, the final clutch 3 in a
sequence of them down the stretch. Harden registered a
triple-double (28 points, 10 rebounds, 10 assists) with his
pass to Robert Covington, whose 3-pointer with 28 sec-
onds left gave the Rockets a 110-109 advantage. Jordan
Clarkson paced the Jazz with 30 points off the bench while
Mitchell added 24 and six assists. Rudy Gobert had 12
points and 15 rebounds. Russell Westbrook led the
Rockets with 39 points. After a hot start from the perime-
ter, Houston shot just 10 of 33 from behind the arc over the
final three periods.

BOSTON CELTICS 112 - OKLAHOMA CITY THUNDER 111
Kemba Walker scored 27 points to help Boston to a

road win over Oklahoma City. Walker hit a pair of crucial
3-pointers late to seal the victory for Boston, which won
its seventh straight. The Celtics have won 10 of their past
11 games. It was just Oklahoma City’s second loss in 11
games.

PHILADELPHIA 76ERS 118 - CHICAGO BULLS 111
Furkan Korkmaz scored 31 points to carry host

Philadelphia past Chicago. Joel Embiid added 28 points, 12
rebounds, five assists and four blocked shots for his 30th
double-double this season while Ben Simmons had 19

points, 10 assists and 10 rebounds for his fifth triple-dou-
ble. Tobias Harris contributed 14 points for the Sixers, who
improved to 24-2 at home. Zach LaVine led the Bulls with
32 points while Luke Kornet added a career-high 25.
Cristiano Felicio had 13 for the Bulls, who dropped their
fifth in a row. Thaddeus Young also had 10 points and 10
rebounds.

MEMPHIS GRIZZLIES 106 - WASHINGTON WIZARDS 99
Ja Morant recorded his first career triple-double with

27 points, 10 assists and 10 rebounds as visiting Memphis
rallied late to defeat Washington in the nation’s capital.
Kyle Anderson added 16 for Memphis while Jonas
Valanciunas had eight points and 18 rebounds. Jaren
Jackson Jr. posted a double-double with 14 points and 11
rebounds, with Tyus Jones adding 13 points off the bench
for Memphis. Bradley Beal led Washington with 26 points.
Beal has been a force throughout the season but especially
in recent games — since being snubbed for the Eastern
Conference All-Star Game. Mo Wagner scored 19 off the
bench for the Wizards, with Davis Bertans adding 15 and
Hachimura 12.

ATLANTA HAWKS 140 - NEW YORK KNICKS 135
Trae Young scored 11 of his 48 points in the second

overtime as Atlanta held on to defeat visiting New York.
John Collins added 32 points and 16 rebounds for the
Hawks. DeAndre Hunter added 19 points, including a cru-
cial 3-pointer in the second overtime. New York saw its
four-game winning streak end despite getting 35 points
and 18 rebounds from Julius Randle. Reggie Bullock

added 21 points and Mitchell Robinson had 15 points and
11 rebounds.

LOS ANGELES CLIPPERS 133 - 
CLEVELAND CAVALIERS 92

Lou Williams scored 25 points and Paul George 22 as
Los Angeles rebounded from a demoralizing defeat one
night earlier for an easy road victory over Cleveland.
Marcus Morris Sr. had 10 points in his Clippers debut as
Los Angeles distanced itself from a surprising 27-point
defeat against Minnesota on Saturday. The Clippers won
without Kawhi Leonard, who received a day of rest on the
second night of a back-to-back scenario. Andre
Drummond scored 19 points and grabbed 14 rebounds in
his Cavaliers debut, while Kevin Porter Jr. added 17 points
for Cleveland. The Cavaliers saw their losing streak extend
to six games while also falling for the 13th time in their

past 14 contests.

PORTLAND TRAIL BLAZERS 115 - MIAMI HEAT 109
Damian Lillard recorded 33 points and eight assists to

lead Portland past visiting Miami. Gary Trent Jr. con-
tributed 22 points and four steals off the bench, and
Trevor Ariza scored 19 of his 21 points in the first half as
the Trail Blazers won for the seventh time in the past 10
games. Carmelo Anthony scored 15 points, CJ McCollum
added 13 and Hassan Whiteside had 11 points, 17
rebounds and four blocked shots. Goran Dragic had 27
points and seven assists off the bench for the Heat, who
lost a season-worst third straight game. Duncan
Robinson scored 19 points, Jae Crowder had 18 points
and 11 rebounds in his team debut, Bam Adebayo added
13 points, 12 rebounds and seven assists, and Derrick
Jones Jr. scored 11 points. — Reuters

PARIS: Swedish athletics star Armand Duplantis says
his efforts to shed his “fat college kid” physique paid
off as he soared to a new world record in the pole vault,
and promptly promised more. Duplantis, known by his
nickname “Mondo”, sailed over 6.17 metres at an
indoor meeting in the Polish city of Torun on Saturday.

The 20-year-old, born in the United States to
American father and coach Greg — himself a former
pole vaulter who cleared 5.80m — and Swedish
hepathlete mother Helena, had almost broken the
record at a meeting just days earlier in Duesseldorf. He
will have a chance to improve the mark in indoor meet-
ings in Glasgow on Saturday, and then in France at
Lievin on February 19 and Clermont-Ferrand four days
later — in the pole vault, athletics’ governing body no
longer makes any distinction between indoor and out-
door records.

Duplantis’ performance marks him out as a clear
favourite for the Olympic title in Tokyo this year. He
claimed silver at October’s World Athletics
Championships in Doha behind American Sam
Hendricks just months after turning professional having
attended Louisiana State University on an athletics
scholarship. Duplantis credits a new fitness drive with
success on the same pole he used in the Qatari capital.

“I couldn’t do much with it in Doha because I was
just a big fat college kid at the time, I guess,” said
Duplantis. “I’m a lot more in shape now so I can get a
lot more out of the pole.”

Duplantis, in an interview with World Athletics, also
credited a more professional approach he has adopted
this season. “Before I was a high school kid, and I was a
college kid. On Friday night, Saturday night, I was a
college kid. I don’t regret that,” he said.

“But I wanted to take this to 100 percent, and be a
professional. And I’m having the most fun I’ve ever had
in my life.” Duplantis’ new record beat by one centime-
tre the previous best set six years ago by France’s
Renaud Lavillenie, the 2012 Olympic champion. “Have a
good day baby, but not too good,” Lavillenie texted
Duplantis before his competition in Torun.

Duplantis openly admits that growing up in a track
and field-crazy family that even had their own vaulting
apparatus in the garden, “Renaud was my absolute
idol”. “There is no other person I’d want to take (the
record) from. “The support he’s given me through this
whole process too, has been phenomenal.” Lavillenie’s
former coach Damien Inocencio said Duplantis’ main
strength was his natural speed, a real asset over 30-40
metres down the runway towards the plant and a pro-
pelled take-off.

“Two years ago he ran a 100m in 10.56 seconds, so
that comes naturally. He’s also a good size (1.81m/5ft
11in) and a real competitor with a great mental
strength,” said Inocencio. Jean Galfione, who won
Olympic pole vault gold for France in 1996, added: “He
vaults in a very specific way.

“When he beat the world record, it looked easy. All
vaulting fundamentals are exceptionally mastered. “He
arrives fast and importantly doesn’t lose his speed
because he’s efficient on his final moments of his
approach. He loads the flexion of the pole and very
quickly unleashes it.”

Duplantis, who announced his prodigious talent to a
wider audience when he won the European outdoor
title in Berlin in 2018 with a vault of 6.05m, a world jun-
ior record, acknowledged that the world record in
Torun had not come as a surprise. —AFP

Fat-shedding Duplantis promises
more after pole vault world record

HOUSTON:  Russell Westbrook #0 of the Houston Rockets shoots the ball against the Utah Jazz at the Toyota
Center in Houston, Texas. — AFP


