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MINNESOTA: Nathan MacKinnon and Gabriel
Landeskog had goals, Pavel Francouz stopped 34 shots,
and the visiting Colorado Avalanche beat the Minnesota
Wild 3-2 on Sunday night. Pierre-Edouard Bellmare
also scored for Colorado, which won the final four
games of its five-game road trip. Nazem Kadri had an
assist for the Avalanche before leaving the game late in
the second period because of an injury. He returned in
the third period before going back to the locker room.
Avalanche coach Jared Bednar told ESPN that Kadri
suffered a lower-body injury and will be re-evaluated
when the team returns to Denver today. Kevin Fiala and
Jared Spurgeon had a goal and an assist each and
Devan Dubnyk had 30 saves for Minnesota. The Wild
had their three-game winning streak snapped.

RED WINGS 3, BRUINS 1
Andreas Athanasiou scored two third-period goals

as host Detroit ended Boston’s six-game winning streak.
Athanasiou hadn’t scored since a two-goal game on
Nov. 16. Brendan Perlini scored his first goal of the sea-
son for Detroit, which had gone 1-9-1 in its previous 11
games. Jonathan Bernier made 39 saves for the Wings,
who have the league’s worst record but have two victo-
ries over Boston this season. Torey Krug scored his
eighth goal of the season for the Atlantic Division-lead-
ing Bruins. Tuukka Rask made 17 saves for Boston,
which was playing the second end of a back-to-back
after defeating Arizona on Saturday afternoon.

DUCKS 3, SABRES 2
Jakob Silfverberg, captain Ryan Getzlaf and Nick

Ritchie scored in the first 12 minutes as visiting
Anaheim held on for the win against Buffalo. Ryan
Miller made 31 saves for the Ducks, who finished with a
3-0-2 record on their five-game road trip. Johan
Larsson and defenseman Rasmus Dahlin each scored,
and Jonas Johansson made 25 saves in his second
career start for the Sabres. Johansson was starting in
place of Carter Hutton, who missed the game because
of an illness in his family.

RANGERS 4, KINGS 1
Rookie Igor Shesterkin made 42 saves as host New

York scored three times in the third period in the victo-
ry over Los Angeles, which is 1-9-1 in its past 11 games
and hasn’t scored more than three goals in any game
during the skid. Shesterkin, who improved to 5-1 since
making his NHL debut on Jan. 7, made 30 saves in the
final 40 minutes before the Rangers put the game away.
Los Angeles goaltender Jonathan Quick made 37 saves
and took his eighth straight loss as the Kings also com-
pleted a winless (0-4-0) four-game road trip.

JETS 5, BLACKHAWKS 2
Andrew Copp tallied a goal and an assist — includ-

ing the game-winning goal at 13:27 of the third period
— to back a 24-save effort from goaltender Connor
Hellebuyck and lead host Winnipeg past Chicago. The
Jets have won three in a row and four of five (4-0-1),
while Chicago lost its third straight game (0-1-2) in the
opener of a five-game road trip through western
Canada. Blackhawks captain Jonathan Toews, a
Winnipeg native, earned an assist for his 800th career
NHL point. Toews had been held in check entering
play Sunday, going pointless in four games on the
heels of a six-game stretch in which he tallied four
goals and nine assists. — Reuters
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SCOREBOARD

Bangladesh 1st innings 233 (Mohammad Mithun 63,
Najmul Hossain Shanto 44; Shaheen Shah Afridi 4-53)
Pakistan 1st innings 445 (Babar Azam 143, Shan
Masood 100, Haris Sohail 75;  Abu Jayed 3-86, Rubel
Hossain 3-113)

Bangladesh 2nd innings
Tamim Iqbal lbw Yasir 34
Saif Hassan b Naseem 16
Najmul Hossain Shanto lbw Naseem 38 
Mominul Haque lbw Shaheen 41
Taijul Islam lbw Naseem 0
Mahmudullah c Sohail b Naseem 0
Mohammad Mithun b Yasir 0
Liton Das lbw Yasir 29
Rubel Hossain lbw Abbas 5
Abu Jayed  c Shafiq b Yasir 3
Ebadat Hossain not out 0
Extras: (w2) 2
Total: (all out; 62.2 overs) 168       
Fall of wickets: 1-39 (Saif Hassan, 8.6 ov), 2-53
(Tamim Iqbal), 3-124 (Shanto), 4-124 (Islam), 5-124
(Mahmudullah), 6-126 (Mithun), 7-130 (Haque), 8-156
(Rubel), 9-165 (Das), 10-168 (Abu Jayed)
Bowling: Shaheen 16-6-39-1 (w1), Abbas 17.4-6-33-1
(w1), Naseem 8.2-2-26-4, Yasir 17.2-3-58-4, Shafiq
3-0-12-0
Result: Pakistan won by an innings and 44 runs.

Scoreboard of the first Test between Pakistan and
Bangladesh on the fourth day at Rawalpindi Stadium
yesterday:

Pakistan crush Bangladesh 
by innings in first Test

Pakistan mopped up last four wickets in 90 minutes
RAWALPINDI: Pakistan completed a crushing innings-
and-44-run victory over Bangladesh on the fourth
morning yesterday, taking a 1-0 lead in the two-Test
series. Bangladesh were bowled out for 168 in their
second innings after resuming the day on 126-6 as
Pakistan’s pace and spin attack was too hot to handle
despite a flat Rawalpindi stadium pitch. Fast bowler
Naseem Shah, who at 16 years and 359 days became
the youngest bowler to take a Test hat-trick on Sunday,
finished with 4-26 and was declared man of the match.

Despite Naseem being unavailable to bowl yester-
day with rib pain, Pakistan mopped up the last four
wickets in 90 minutes, inflicting their 10th defeat on
Bangladesh in 11 matches with one draw.

Pakistan skipper Azhar Ali said home wins — only
possible in recent months, after the resumption of Test
cricket in Pakistan following a decade’s isolation over
security concerns — were important to boost confi-
dence. “It’s an important win and home wins always
increase confidence within the team,” said Azhar. “We
have to play important away series including one in
England (July-August this year) so we will carry this
confidence. “Naseem and other bowlers bowled
superbly and it was an outstanding batting display, so
all in all it was a complete team effort.”

Bangladesh skipper Mominul Haque started the day
by square-driving paceman Shaheen Shah Afridi for his
fifth boundary in the first over, but then fell leg-before
in the same over for 41. Liton Das (29) and tail-ender
Rubel Hossain kept Pakistan at bay for 11.5 overs before
Mohammad Abbas trapped Rubel leg-before for five.

Leg-spinner Yasir Shah dismissed Das lbw and had
Abu Jayed for three to finish with 4-58 and complete
the win. Haque rued Bangladesh’s low first-innings total.
“Disappointing batting on a flat wicket (in the first
innings) and no team can come back from such situa-
tions,” said Haque, who has now lost all three Tests as
skipper by an innings. “Pakistan bowled superbly and
exploited our weaknesses and that hat-trick changed

the game completely to open Pakistan’s victory path.”
With the victory, Pakistan gained 60 points in the

World Test Championship, taking their tally to 140
points. India lead the nine-team championship table
with 360 points followed by Australia (246) and
England 146.  Top two teams on the championship table
will play the final at Lord’s in June 2021. 

Pakistan’s victory was on the cards after they
bowled Bangladesh out for 233 in the first innings and
then piled up 445 in reply, with Babar Azam smashing

143 and Shan Masood 100.  This becomes Bangladesh’s
sixth defeat in 14 months, including their fifth by an
innings. They have yet to score a championship point in
three Tests.  The second Test starts in Karachi — after
a two-month break — from April 5-9. 

Bangladesh, who played a three-match Twenty20
series with Pakistan last month, insisted on splitting
their tour into three phases over security concerns.

They will also play a one-day international in
Karachi (April 3) before the second Test. — AFP

RAWALPINDI: Pakistan’s cricketers celebrate after the dismissal of Bangladesh’s cricketer Liton Das during the
fourth day of the first cricket Test match between Pakistan and Bangladesh at the Rawalpindi Cricket Stadium in
Rawalpindi yesterday. — AFP

DHAKA: Thousands of fans flooded the streets of
Bangladesh’s capital Dhaka and the prime minister yes-
terday promised a public celebration after the under-19
team won the World Cup in the nation’s biggest cricket
triumph. Bangladesh stunned four-time winners India in
the final of the Under-19 World Cup late Sunday in
South Africa to record a three-wicket victory over the

favourites. The elated supporters, some wearing the
team jersey and painted from head to toe as a tiger —
the national team’s nickname — held spontaneous vic-
tory parades and shouted “Bangladesh, Bangladesh”.

National newspapers hailed the teen cricketers, with
one publication likening Bangladesh captain Akbar Ali
to Mughal emperor Akbar the Great. “Young Tigers
Rule the World”, roared the front-page headline of the
largest-circulating English newspaper, The Daily Star.

“The Young Tigers created arguably the most semi-
nal moment in its cricketing history at Senwes Park in
Potchefstroom yesterday, ending their wait for a major
global trophy,” the Star wrote.

Bangladesh Prime Minister Sheikh Hasina said a
“mass reception” would be held for the team once they
return to Dhaka. “They beat four-time champions India.

These boys are very brave,” she told a weekly cabinet
meeting. “This is the best gift in Mujib Borsho (year),”
Hasina said, referring to the year-long celebration of
what would have been the 100th birthday of
Bangladesh’s founding President Sheikh Mujibur
Rahman, who is her father. The Bangladesh Cricket
Board is expected to announce financial rewards for the
players. “We cannot express this achievement in words.
A World Cup is World Cup... we were close many times
in the past but it did not happen,” the governing body’s
spokesman Jalal Yunus said. 

The under-19 team played 30 youth one-day inter-
nationals in two years before the tournament, winning
18 matches. Their best showing at the World Cup
ahead of the tournament was a third-place finish as
hosts in 2016. — AFP

Bangladesh erupts 
in joy after biggest 
cricket triumph

HONG KONG: The chaos in China’s sporting pro-
gramme caused by the deadly coronavirus outbreak,
which has already forced China to cancel or reschedule a
host of events, is spreading into Asia’s sporting calendar.
Yesterday, golf ’s LPGA Tour cancelled the HSBC
Women’s World Champions and the LPGA Thailand.

Here is the latest rundown of Asian sporting specta-
cles affected by the outbreak:

GOLF 
This month’s HSBC Women’s World Championship in

Singapore and the LPGA Thailand were cancelled yes-
terday, meaning the US LPGA Tour has been forced to
scrap all three of its lucrative early-season events in
Asia after China’s Blue Bay tournament was canned 10
days ago.  The women’s Asia Pacific Amateur
Championship in Thailand next week has also fallen
while the PGA Tour’s third-tier China series has been
forced to move qualifying events to Indonesia and
Thailand. No decision has been made yet by the men’s
European Tour as to whether its flagship China Open in
April will go ahead in the city of Shenzhen. The Hong
Kong Women’s Open, originally scheduled for next
month, has been shifted to May.

FOOTBALL 
China has suspended all domestic football and post-

poned indefinitely the top-flight Chinese Super League
season which was due to kick off on February 22. The
virus has had a big impact on Asia’s continental competi-
tions, with four Chinese clubs’ home group matches in
the AFC Champions League, which begins this week,
being postponed until at least April and May. 

No decision has been made yet on Asia’s World Cup
qualifying matches next month. China are due to host the
Maldives on March 26 and play in Guam five days later.
Fixtures involving Hong Kong and Taiwan could also be
in doubt. A women’s Olympic qualifying event between
China, Taiwan, Thailand and Australia scheduled for last
week in Wuhan, the disease epicentre, was moved initial-
ly to Nanjing then to Sydney. 

The China women’s football team were quarantined in
a Brisbane hotel on Wednesday after arriving in Australia
for the tournament but have been given the all-clear to
play, and the delayed tournament will wrap up this week.

ATHLETICS 
The World Indoor Championships, scheduled for

Nanjing from March 13-15, were postponed for a year.
The Hong Kong Marathon, due to take place on Sunday,
was cancelled.—AFP

NEW YORK: He will not finish high school until 2021,
but Congolese teen Jonathan Kuminga is already con-
sidered by some to be the young player who most
interests the NBA. At 17, Kuminga waits for his moment
in a small establishment in Hillside, New Jersey, 30km
southwest of New York. He might be a millionaire in a
matter of years, but for now, the 6-foot-6 (2.03m) play-
maker spends most of his time in a modest red brick
building, studying and training.

Chris Chavannes, who coaches Kuminga at noted
prep program Patrick School, pointed out some of the
obstacles facing the highly touted prospect in the num-
ber 1 jersey during a workout. “He comes from a place
where there was not as much talent and where it was
not as intense, so he must integrate our demands, phys-
ical and mental,” Chavannes said.

“But he loves basketball, so the transition will not be
so difficult for him.” Kuminga has the frame, according
to Al Harrington, who is among the few players to make
the leap directly from high school to the NBA.

“Physically, he already has the body to play in uni-
versity or in the NBA,” Harrington said. “It’s very rare
to see such a combination, a guy of his size able to
dribble quickly and post himself” Chavannes added.

At ease with the ball and patient as plays develop,
the young Congolese student can become fearsome in
transition, although he is still working to perfect his

shooting touch. Since arriving in the United States from
the Democratic Republic of Congo at age 13, Kuminga
has had a chaotic journey, attending four high schools
in as many years.

Several members of his family live nearby, but
Kuminga has not seen his parents since departing his
homeland. “I am still a kid, so I miss them,” said
Kuminga, whose older brother, Joel Ntambwe, played
US college basketball at Texas Tech University in
Lubbock. The cost of a trip back to Africa and a visa
issue prevent a reunion with his parents or joining his
homeland’s national team, whose jersey he has never
worn. Nevertheless, with the 2021 AfroBasket tourna-
ment on the horizon he is on the radar of Congolese
federation manager Joe Nkoi. “We are following him
closely,” Nkoi said. “We give ourselves time.”

Since last year, “Jon” has been considered a possible
top pick in the 2022 NBA Draft, becoming eligible for
the selection process one year after his high school
class graduates.

“With his talent, he could be number one in the NBA
draft,” said his cousin, Utah Jazz star Emmanuel
Mudiay, who is also from DR Congo. While the NBA
has discussed changing the rules to allow direct moves
from the high school ranks to the NBA — something
unseen in 15 years — any change is unlikely to come in
time to prevent Kuminga from having to spend a year in
college basketball.

“He has his feet on the ground so much that it
makes everything very easy for him. He does not get
distracted,” Chavannes said. And helping him stay on
track, Patrick alumni like Harrington and Brooklyn
Nets star Kyrie Irving sometimes drop by workouts
and pass along advice. “We foreigners who come from
far away come with a goal,” Mudiay said. “His is to go
to the NBA.”— AFP
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NEW JERSEY: Congolese basketball player Jonathan Kuminga (C) is seen during practice at Patrick School, in
Hillside New Jersey on December 24, 2019. — AFP


