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QWAQWA: Eight-year-old Musa and her older sis-
ter Moleboheng trudged down the ravine with buck-
ets and drum bottles to fetch water from a filthy
stream because they were thirsty and tired of wait-
ing for trucks meant to deliver emergency water that
never showed up. But Musa never returned, her
mother Phindile Mbele recalled, choking back tears.
The little girl drowned in the stream, which is thick
with sewage, mud and algae, probably pulled down
by a strong underwater current.

“We rushed down there. She was still under the
water... Two boys from the neighborhood went in
and one carried her out,” Mbele said. “The house is
empty without her. She was such a sweet, quiet
child”. Musa’s death last month further enflamed the
mood among residents of Mandela Park township on
the edge of Qwaqwa in South Africa, turning inter-

mittent protests over water shortages into a full-
blown, week-long riot.

Protesters torched shops,
overturned government
vehicles and hurled bricks
and bottles at riot police
who responded with rubber
bullets. South Africans have
protested for years over
unreliable supplies of water
and power, but chronic mis-
management has been com-
pounded by the effects of
last year’s drought, the
worst in a century, which has been linked to cli-
mate change.

“It rains here all the time but they say there’s

drought. Then how did that little girl drown because
that stream was full?” said Malgas “Skinny” John, 39,

who used rocks and burning
tyres during the January riot
to barricade the road lead-
ing into Qwaqwa in a face-
off with police. “We have to
strike and burn things, only
then do we get water,” said
the unemployed father of
two, as he queued with
neighbours to fill his con-
tainer from a water truck.
“We’ll do it again, we’ll keep

burning things if we have to,” John added.
Officials fear riots like the one seen at Qwaqwa

could be a sign of worsening climate-linked instabili-

ty to come, as dams and water pipes deteriorate fur-
ther and the urban population continues to mush-
room. South Africa’s water minister Lindiwe Sisulu
has promised 3 billion rand ($203 million) to end the
shortages in Qwaqwa. Its municipality owes half a
billion rand for water, out of a national unpaid bill of
nearly 9 billion rand.

But even Sisulu’s own department has a 3.5 billion
rand shortfall in maintenance funds, which it says
risks a “detrimental impact on the national econo-
my”, especially if water supplies to the thirsty pow-
er utility Eskom and liquid fuel maker Sasol are dis-
rupted. “We’ve been drinking this brown, filthy
water since 2016,” said little Musa’s mother Mbele.
“Nothing will change. I know, soon, I will have to go
the same stream where my daughter died to get
water.” —Reuters

Protest over shortages turns violent after death

Girl’s drowning sparks water riot 
in thirsty South African township

Merkel party 
in crisis after ‘heir’ 
quits over German 
far right row
BERLIN: German Chancellor Angela Merkel’s
party and her plans to stay on until 2021 were
plunged into disarray yesterday, after her heir-
apparent gave up her leadership ambitions in a
deepening crisis over ties between the centre
and far right. Annegret Kramp-Karrenbauer,
the leader of the centre-right Christ ian
Democratic Union (CDU), opted out barely a
year in the post - a period marked by internal
battles over whether to cooperate with the
anti-immigrant Alternative for Germany (AfD).

She announced that she was standing down
as CDU leader and would not seek to be the
party’s candidate for chancellor in next year’s
general elections. AKK, as Kramp-Karrenbauer
is popularly known, blamed the “unresolved
relationship of parts of the CDU with the (far-
right) AfD and (far-left) Left party” for her
decision, a party source said. “This is an unusu-
ally serious situation for the CDU,” said close
Merkel al ly and Economy Minister Peter
Altmaier. “This is about our future as a modern

people’s party of the centre.”
While the party has a policy of no coopera-

tion with either far left or far right at a national
level, regional CDU lawmakers last week went
rogue and voted with MPs from the AfD to oust
a far-left state premier in tiny central Thuringia.
The breach in the political dam towards the
AfD in Thuringia prompted Merkel’s junior
partners in the national government, the Social
Democratic Party (SPD), to call urgent talks at
the weekend about the partnership’s future.

AKK’s departure, the most prominent political
head to roll after the Thuringia crisis, was “unset-
tling,” SPD board member Michael Roth tweeted
yesterday. It remains uncertain “whether decent
democrats stand together in the battle for
democracy and against nationalism,” he added.
With the race to the chancellery wide open
again, Sueddeutsche Zeitung said the aftershocks
could be huge. “It’s very possible that the chan-
cellor’s exit is coming closer,” it wrote.

Broken taboo 
Voting alongside the far right breaches one of

the fundamental taboos of post-World War II
German politics-the refusal of mainstream parties
to work with the extremes. AKK’s attempts to
impose rigid no-cooperation discipline from
Berlin have foundered especially in Germany’s
former communist east, where strong showings

for the AfD and Left in some states threaten the
ability of mainstream parties to form functioning
coalition majorities. Germany’s next national elec-
tions must take place by autumn next year,
although the fractious coalition between the CDU,
its Bavarian CSU allies and the centre-left SPD
may not hold until then. By this summer, AKK
hopes to have organized a process to find the
person to lead the CDU into the next federal
campaign. “It is clear that the party leadership
and the chancellorship must be held by the same
person,” a party source quoted her as saying-an
implicit rebuke to Merkel’s 2018 decision to split
the offices. The veteran chancellor gave up on
the party leadership as a string of regional
defeats and the growth of the far right under-
mined her popularity within her own ranks.

Race to the top 
Despite Merkel naming her defense minister

last July to lend her the gravitas of federal
off ice, AKK never managed to stamp her
authority on the CDU after her hair’s-breadth
win over challenger Friedrich Merz. Merkel has
been in power since 2005 but said she would
not run again for the highest office at the same
time she gave up the CDU leadership.

Merz, a former rival of Merkel’s, has been
waiting in the wings, and still enjoys strong
backing from the pro-business and more con-

servative wings of the party. Just last week, the
former CDU parliamentary leader gave up his
job at giant asset manager BlackRock “to sup-
port the party more strongly in its renewal and

re-enter politics”, he said. Asked to comment
on AKK’s retreat yesterday, Merz said: “In a
situation like this, smart thinking is more impor-
tant than commenting quickly.” —AFP

BERLIN: Annegret Kramp-Karrenbauer (left), leader of Germany’s conservative CDU
party, and German Chancellor Angela Merkel pose during a meeting with their party’s
leadership yesterday. —AFP

Eight-year old 
drowns while 

fetching water 

Long road home 
for the Cape 
Town’s apartheid 
dispossessed
CAPE TOWN: “It was just here. My house was number
41 Clifton Street,” said Cassiem Morris, his voice catch-
ing as he points to where his Cape Town home was
razed to enforce apartheid. Morris, a South African of
Malay origin, took his first baby steps 56 years ago in
the house in District 6, then a multiracial neighborhood
of the coastal city. South Africa’s white minority gov-
ernment in 1966 listed District 6 as a “white” area
under its racial segregation policy. Most residents were
forcibly moved because they were black or mixed-race
and bulldozers destroyed their homes.

A quarter of a century after the fall of apartheid, this
page in South Africa’s dark history may have turned.
But a court decision has raised hopes of returning
home for the dispossessed people of District 6.
“Whatever the color of your skin and whatever you
believed in, we were a big family of almost 50,000
people,” Morris said. “That was the amazing part
because there was never a problem. “It is sad, it is
extremely sad.” Scant trace remains of the little streets
that crisscrossed at the foot of Table Mountain. Only a
handful of churches and mosques were left standing
when the area was cleared.

‘A blot cleaned up’ 
Though he was a child, Cassiem Morris has never

forgotten the expulsions of February 11, 1966 under the
Group Areas Act that assigned different racial groups
to separate areas. “I can still see the day where the
Group Areas Act people went to my grandfather and
told him that he has to move. He said ‘You can literally
demolish everything around me, I will wait until my time
comes to move’.”

The head of the household held out for four years
before being driven away. “When we returned just to
come and see the place one or two days later, the whole
house was flattened already,” Morris said. Future head of
state PW Botha, then minister for community develop-
ment and colored affairs overseeing segregation, praised
the operation, calling District 6 a “blot” that needed
cleaning up. All non-white residents were forcibly dis-
placed to Cape Town’s distant shanty townships.

“At that time, we colored people were treated like
nothing,” said Salie Davis, who described eviction as
“traumatic”. “We had to leave in such a hurry. We had to
leave so many things behind and move to an area we
didn’t know nothing about, to live in a jungle,” Davis, 59,
said. His family wound up in Hanover Park, more than 20
kilometers away. Retired, he lives in a small apartment in
a crowded neighborhood overrun by crime and drugs.

“There was a better life back then in District 6,”
Davis said, adding that people are “determined to move
back to their land.” The fight to return began with the
end of white minority rule and the arrival of democracy
under the late president Nelson Mandela in 1994, with
a brand-new constitution. When the District 6 dispos-
sessed mark their evictions on Tuesday, the country will
also be commemorating the 30th anniversary of
Mandela’s release from jail on February 11, 1990.

‘Very inept government’
A law passed that year was intended to provide resti-

tution of rights in land to people or communities dispos-
sessed because of past racially discriminatory laws or
practices. Former residents of District 6 hoped for a swift
return, but it took a decade for the first ones to be reset-
tled in 2004. Even today, only a few hundred people
have been reinstalled. “I don’t think that they had any
idea or clue on how to handle restitution,” said Shaheed
Ajad, the District 6 Working Committee chairman. 

“Most of all, although there was money, the money
was squandered. In a nutshell I would say we had a very
inept government for 24 years,” the 62-year-old official
said. Running out of patience, Ajad and about 1,000 oth-
er former residents of District 6 turned to the legal sys-
tem two years ago. To widespread surprise, a judge last
December ordered the government to take action.

The authorities swiftly presented a proposal for
954 new homes and the resettlement of the plaintiffs
and their families by 2024. Approached by AFP, Land
Reform Minister Thokozile Didiza did not respond,
but her services stated that a rebuilt District 6
“should be as close as possible to the urban environ-
ment from which they were so unjustly removed,
within the constraints of available funding and the
exigencies of contemporary lifestyles.” Cape Town,
the stronghold of the opposition Democratic Alliance,
could give District 6 “a look of the new century”,
declared the city councillor handling the matter,
Alderman Marian Nieuwoudt. “This is not the time to
play political games. I’m determined to make sure
that they al l  come back,” she said. Renamed
“Sonneblom” (“Sunflower” in Afrikaans) under
apartheid, District 6 has seen its original name
restored to road signs and Nieuwoudt hopes that
building work will start “in the next month or two”.

“We have suffered enough, we now only want what
is rightfully ours,” Ajad said. “We need to heal and...
come back to the land that we love.” It may prove an
example in South Africa, split over a constitutional
reform that would enable the expropriation without
compensation of land held by the white minority to
benefit the black majority. “We believe that this small
enclave that we call District 6, where life started for
many of our forefathers, whether they were white, black
or brown, this is where transformation and change can
come in South Africa,” Ajad said. —AFP

CAPE TOWN: The open land is seen where the colorful suburb of
District 6 use to be before it was destroyed by the Apartheid
government in 1966.  —AFP


