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News in brief

Tests end before Eid

KUWAIT: Education Minister Saud Al-Harbi approved
the dates of the end of the 2019-2020 school year
exams in all educational stages. He decided the start of
the exams will be on May 10 - which falls during the
holy month of Ramadan - for grades 5 to 11. They will
end on May 18 for classes 5 to 9 and on May 21 for 10
and 11 grades. All exams will end before Eid Al-Fitr.
Harbi decided 12th grade exams will start after Eid Al-
Fitr - from May 31 until June 11, while the makeup exams
will take place from June 29 until July 8 for the second-
ary stage. The summer break for the education and
administrative departments will start on May 21 for
kindergarten, June 18 for elementary and intermediate
stages, and June 25 for the secondary stage, while stu-
dents’ break will be of 111 days. — Al-Rai

KD 5.5 million saved

KUWAIT: Oil sources revealed 41 investigation commit-
tees were formed at Kuwait Oil Company (KOC) inter-
nally since Jan 2016. Informed sources said 28 investiga-
tion committees completed their duties and 140 written
warnings were issued, four terminations were made
without indemnity, seven cases were sent to the investi-
gations department, 17 workers belonging to contrac-
tors were terminated, while three companies were
blacklisted. Sources said KOC recovered KD 5.5 million
until the start of this year at the instructions of His
Highness the Amir and His Highness the Prime Minister
to fight corruption. — Al-Rai

Plastic waste to oil products

KUWAIT: Official oil sources said the Petrochemical
Industries Company (PIC) plans to build a plant to pro-
duce oil products out of plastic waste. The sources said
the company will run a feasibility study by one of the
largest consultancy offices specialized in this field,
expecting the technical consultant contract be put out
by May. They said the project will change the way plas-
tic waste is viewed and benefited from, by transforming
it to oil without the need to burn it or get rid of it in a
harmful way to the environment. Sources estimated the
amount of plastic rubbish in Kuwait at 18 percent of sol-
id waste, ie 220,000 tons per year. — Al-Anbaa

ABK participates
in business
college’s job fair
KUWAIT: Al-Ahli Bank of Kuwait (ABK) announced
its participation in Kuwait University’s College of
Business Administration’s Job Fair, which was held
under the patronage of Ali Mohamed Thunayyan Al-
Ghanem, the Chairman of the Kuwait Chamber of

Commerce and Industry. The job fair is held at the
Kuwait University Campus, and concludes on
February 13, 2020. 

The ABK Human Resources team are present at
the job fair to engage with students and to share
insights on how ABK could support them as they
embark on this new journey. ABK’s participation
reinforces its commitment to supporting Kuwait’s
youth, which is one of the bank’s primary focuses. It
provides fresh graduates with training and career
opportunities in the banking sector and works
towards developing their skills and knowledge
through the ‘ABK Academy’ in line with the national-
ization policy. 

L o c a l

By Meshaal Al-Enezi

KUWAIT: Social development manager at the Patients
Helping Fund Jassem Al-Rabee announced launching the
new national awareness program “My School Improves
My Health” designed to boost public awareness of the
dangers of the new coronavirus. “The program launched at
the beginning of the second semester aims to present 240
lectures in over 200 schools in various educational
stages,” Rabee said, noting that the program was launched
on Thursday through a social partnership between the
patients fund, Ministry of Health (MoH), Ministry of
Education (MoE) and the private sector. 

“The project aims at realizing Kuwait’s 2035 vision of
achieving sustainable development in terms of social part-
nerships and the role of NGOs in improving health and life
quality,” he added. The first activity was held at Abdullah
Ahmad Al-Roumi primary school in Sabah Al-Nasser with

a lecture about the coronavirus’ dangers and prevention
presented by Dr Safinaz Mahmoud and Dr Iman Hussein,
in addition to another lecture presented by nutritionists
Mariam Al-Enezi and Rawan Al-Hamad at Qamriya school
in Jaber Al-Ahmad about the dangers of energy drinks.

In the meantime, Kuwait’s Health Ministry stated Sunday
that no case of new coronavirus infection was recorded in
Kuwait so far. In a press statement, the ministry spokesper-
son Dr Abdullah Al-Sanad reiterated that the ministry has
taken all precautionary measures and has been coordinat-
ing with relevant ministries and organizations to maintain
the state’s health security. He added that the ministry close-
ly follows up the latest updates of the deadly virus out-
break as well as all relevant World Health Organization’s
statements and recommendations for controlling and stop-
ping it. Dr Sanad advised citizens and residents to follow
up the ministry’s official channels to know the latest
updates, precautionary measures and instructions.

National program to spread
coronavirus awareness in schools

KUWAIT: Students watch an instructional video on coronavirus infection at a school in Kuwait City
yesterday. — Photos by Yasser Al-Zayyat

CBK: Money
supply down
0.2% in Dec
KUWAIT: Money supply (M2) declined 0.2 percent in
December on monthly basis, recording KD 38.1 billion
($125.7 billion), the Central Bank of Kuwait (CBK) said yes-
terday. The CBK economic research department reported
that deposits in the Kuwaiti Dinar by the private sector in
local banks were steady in December at KD 33.7 billion
($111 billion). Those of foreign currencies went down 7.5
percent reaching KD 2.5 billion ($8 billion), where this sec-
tor overall deposits amounted to KD 36.2 billion ($119.4
billion). Local banks’ claims on the CBK in the Kuwaiti
Dinar, represented by the CBK bonds, also in December,
settled at KD 2.97 billion ($9.8 billion). Total local banks
assets increased 0.5 percent, reaching $7 billion ($23 bil-
lion). Net foreign (currencies) assets in the domestic banks
climbed 1.7 percent to KD 7.1 billion ($23.4 billion), while
time deposits with the CBK were down 8.7 percent, reach-
ing KD 2 billion ($6.6 billion). Meanwhile, average interest
rates on treasury bonds of one-year maturity settled at
three percent. Financing of Kuwaiti imports jumped in 35.9
percent in December, whereas the average US Dollar
exchange rate against the Kuwaiti Dinar steadied, at KD
303.4, the CBK report concluded. — KUNA

KUWAIT: Dr Meshari Al-Hajri and college officials with ABK staff during the job fair.


