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Akbar steers Bangladesh to U-19 W Cup triumph

POTCHEFSTROOM: The Bangladesh cricket team pose for a group photograph after winning the ICC Under-19 World Cup cricket finals between India and Bangladesh at the Senwes Park, in Potchefstroom, yesterday. — AFP

POTCHEFSTROOM: Bangladesh captain Akbar Ali
kept his calm to lead his team to a stunning three-wick-
et win over India in Potchefstroom to win the Under-19
World Cup for the first time. Chasing 178 to win,
Bangladesh were struggling at 102 for six but Akbar,
who finished 43 not out, dragged them towards the line.

A brief flurry of rain saw the players leave the field
with Bangladesh on 163 for seven. When they returned
the target had been adjusted under DLS to 170 from 46
overs. Bangladesh needed seven from 30 balls and
Akbar and Rakibul Hasan duly knocked off the runs to
claim Bangladesh’s first World Cup at any level. “It’s an
unbelievable experience,” said Rakibul who hit the win-
ning run.

“We came here with plans and it worked out really

well. Whichever team executes their plans better on the
day wins, and that happened for us today.” The day
started well for Bangladesh when Akbar called correct-
ly at the toss and put India in to bat.

Opener Yashasvi Jaiswal was again the stand-out
batsman for defending champions India as he carved 88
from 121 balls. The 18-year-old left-hander from Uttar
Pradash already had three fifties and a century under
his belt at this competition - the only time he failed to
make a half-century was in the group match against
Japan when India needed just 42 to win. 

Jaiswal, who has just landed a contract with Indian
Premier League side Rajasthan Royals, hit eight fours
and a six before miscuing a short-arm pull off Shoriful
Islam. He ended the competition as top run-scorer with

400 at an average of 133.33 and was named Player of
the Tournament. Avishek Das was the most successful
bowler with three for 40 and there were two each for
Shoriful and Tanzim Hasan Sakib. Tilak Varma made a
watchful 38 from 65 balls and Dhruv Jurel 22 from 38 as
the Indians struggled to attack the Bangladeshi bowl-
ing. Jaiswal apart, the other Indian batsmen managed
just four boundaries between them.

Bishnoi battle 
Bangladesh began confidently through Parvez

Hossain Emon and Tanzid Hasan who brought up the 50
partnership with a six off Ravi Bishnoi. Three balls later
he fell for the Bishnoi googly and holed out to Kartik
Tyagi at midwicket.

Another googly accounted for Mahmudul Hasan Joy,
who had scored a century in the semi-final win over
New Zealand, but as he departed so did Emon who
retired hurt on 25 suffering from cramp.

Bishnoi, who finished with four for 30, then removed
Towhid Hridoy and Shahadat Hossain in quick succes-
sion to have Bangladesh reeling at 65 for four. At 102
for six the game looked over but Emon returned to join
pugnacious captain Akbar Ali.

Together they added 41 and when Emon fell to the
leg-spin of Jaiwal for 47, it was left to Akbar to see his
side home. “It’s a dream come true,” said Akbar.

“We’ve had a very good experience, and this is just
the beginning for us. Hopefully, this will be the starting
stone for us.”  — AFP

GARMISCH-PARTENKIRCHEN: Swiss Corinne Suter
won the women’s super-G World Cup race in Garmisch-
Partenkirchenon yesterday as both Viktoria Rebensburg
and Sofia Goggia suffered heavy falls on the difficult, icy
course. Suter, who finished fifth in Saturday’s downhill won
by Rebensburg, clocked 1min 19.46sec down the testing
Kandahar course. Austria’s Nicole Schmidhofer was sec-
ond at 0.43sec back with Swiss Wendy Holdener third at
0.70.

“I’m very happy with the performance, but it wasn’t
free of mistakes. It was very icy and difficult on the
course,” said Suter. The pre-race favourite, the super-G
standings leader Federica Brignone of Italy, finished fifth at
0.90sec back.   Overall World Cup leader Mikaela Shiffrin
was absent in Garmisch following the death of her father
last week. After finishing second in Saturday’s downhill,
Brignone, who is second in the overall rankings, has now
trimmed Shiffrin’s lead to 145 points.   

This was Suter’s second World Cup win of the season
after winning the downhill in Altenmarkt, Austria, last
month. Despite racing under clear-blue skies, the course
was demanding having iced up overnight following mild
day-time conditions in the Bavarian Alps.

Ester Ledecka, the Czech Republic’s reigning 2018
Olympic super-G champion, could only manage 17th,
2.06sec behind Suter. The Kandahar course proved too
much for local favourite Rebensburg and Olympic downhill
champion Goggia.

After claiming the first downhill win of her career 24
hours before, giant slalom specialist Rebensburg suffered
a heavy fall on the tricky mid-section nicknamed ‘Hell’. The

30-year-old lost control of her outside ski on a turn and
crashed into the safety netting, but was able to ski down.

Italy’s Goggia also suffered a heavy fall in the mid-
section and had to be untangled from the safety net-
tings. The 27-year-old skied down but was in visible
distress, nursing her left arm, after her upper body
took the brunt of a crash into one of the plastic gates
on the piste. — AFP

GARMISCH-PARTENKIRCHEN: Switzerland’s Corinne Suter
laughs during the winners’ ceremony of the Super-G event
at the FIS Alpine Women Skiing World Cup in Garmisch-
Partenkirchen, southern Germany, yesterday. — AFP

SHEFFIELD: Sheffield United manager Chris Wilder
believes the Blades can achieve something special
this season after climbing to fifth in the Premier
League table by coming from behind to beat
Bournemouth 2-1 at Bramall Lane.

In their first top-flight campaign for 13 years,
Wilder’s men are looking down on the likes of
Tottenham, Manchester United and Arsenal and are
within two points of fourth-placed Chelsea in the
hunt for the Champions League. “We have 39 points
which is fabulous. We want to achieve something
this season,” said Wilder.

“We won’t take our foot off the gas. Our perform-
ance was one of belief and drive. There was a real
drive about the players after going a goal down.” At
the other end of the table, defeat leaves
Bournemouth still just two points above the bottom
three, having played a game more than most of their
rivals to avoid relegation.

“When we get the lead in these types of games
we need to defend better,” said Bournemouth boss
Eddie Howe after seeing his side take a deserved
first half lead through Callum Wilson. “It takes all the
polish off. There were a lot of good bits but not
enough to get a result today and we needed it away
from home.”

The only game in the Premier League yesterday
went ahead after a pitch inspection as the effects of
storm Ciara, which saw Manchester City’s clash with
West Ham postponed, were not enough to convince

referee Jon Moss to abandon the match.
Both sides now have two weeks off due to the

winter break introduced to the Premier League for
the first time this season, but Wilder would prefer to
keep building on his side’s momentum. “I’m a bit
controversial in that I’d want to carry on,” added
Wilder. “I’d like it if we had a game next week, but
we’ll come back refreshed for the next part of the
season.” Early on it was the hosts who were blown
off course as the Cherries looked to build on back-
to-back wins that had hauled them out of the bot-
tom three. Wilson struck his second goal in three
games with an emphatic finish on the rebound after
Harry Wilson’s initial effort was blocked. United
responded just in time to go in level at the break
when captain Billy Sharp was quickest to react as
the ball flashed across the Bournemouth goal after
the visitors failed to clear a corner.

A day after Jordan Pickford’s blunder nearly cost
Everton all three points Dean Henderson did no
harm to his  chances in  h is  chal lenge to be
England’s number one at Euro 2020. Henderson
produced a brilliant save from Ryan Fraser to pre-
vent Bournemouth retaking the lead 20 minutes
from time. That save proved crucial when six min-
utes from time Lys Mousset’s cross was controlled
and finished by substitute John Lundstram on a
trademark run into the box to keep United’s
dreams of European football next season very
much alive. — AFP
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