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Bale returns as Madrid come 
from behind to beat Osasuna

MADRID: Gareth Bale came back into the team and
Real Madrid came back to beat Osasuna yesterday
as a 4-1 victory in Pamplona strengthened their hold
on top spot in La Liga. Bale had been left out com-
pletely for Madrid’s previous four matches but the
Welshman returned to the squad and the starting
line-up at El Sadar, in a surprise show of faith from
coach Zinedine Zidane.

A fortuitious deflection meant Bale assisted Isco’s
equaliser too before Sergio Ramos put Madrid in
front after Unai Garcia had given Osasuna an early
lead. Substitutes Lucas Vazquez and Luka Jovic then
scored from late breaks as Madrid pulled six points
clear of Barcelona, who play away at Real Betis later. 

Barca’s exit in the Copa del Rey overshadowed
Madrid’s  own shock defeat  at  home to Real
Sociedad in the quarter-finals, a loss that brought a
dramatic end to their 21-match unbeaten run.  But
Zidane will be relieved to see his team swiftly back
on track with a performance full of the kind of
resilience that Madrid’s rivals have so lacked in
recent weeks. 

Bale also keeps coming back under Zidane and
the 30-year-old had chances to add a goal to a spir-
ited display before going off to a decent reception

from the away support in the second half. 
This was only his third appearance since the turn

of the year. Osasuna were the better side in the early
stages and took a deserved lead when Unai put his
head in front of  Casemiro’s dangl ing foot and
steered the ball into the corner. 

But Madrid improved as the half wore on and Isco
volleyed in an equaliser after Bale attempted to
divert Ferland Mendy’s cross, with the ball deflecting
kindly into the Spaniard’s path. Ramos was lucky to
escape a red card after sliding in on Ruben Garcia
with a high foot and Madrid’s captain took full
advantage of  h is  reprieve as he nodded in
Casemiro’s looping header to the back post. 

Luka Modric had a strong claim for a penalty after
he nipped the ball away from Pervis Estupinan in the
area before Osasuna enjoyed their most threatening
spell. Inigo Perez’s shot whistled just over and Ruben
dragged wide from Nacho Vidal’s pull-back after
making space with a neat dummy past Ramos.  Bale
went off to applause from the small number of away
fans, and Vazquez came on to add a third. Osasuna’s
defence were occupied by a Karim Benzema burst
and he fed right for Vazquez to drive in. Jovic
smashed in a fourth in injury-time.  — AFP

PAMPLONA: Osasuna’s Spanish goalkeeper Sergio Herrera (L) saves the ball as Real Madrid’s Welsh forward
Gareth Bale (R) vies with Osasuna’s Ecuadorian defender Pervis Estupinan during the Spanish league football
match between CA Osasuna and Real Madrid CF at El Sadar stadium in Pamplona yesterday. —AFP

Real Madrid pull six points clear of Barcelona

Bailey denies
Dortmund late as
Leverkusen win
seven-goal thriller

MINNESOTA: The new-look Minnesota Timberwolves
were a puzzle too difficult to solve Saturday, getting 24
points from Jordan McLaughlin and 23 from Malik
Beasley to earn a resounding 142-115 victory over the
Los Angeles Clippers and end a 13-game losing streak.
Three players were making their debut for a
Timberwolves team that was busy in advance of
Thursday’s NBA trade deadline. One player who did
not suit up was D’Angelo Russell, who was one of the
biggest acquisitions on the final trading day. Karl-
Anthony Towns scored 22 points with 13 rebounds and
nine assists. Beasley made a career-best seven 3-point-
ers in his Wolves debut. McLaughlin’s point total was a
career high. James Johnson added 15 points, also in his
Minnesota debut. McLaughlin had 11 assists, and
Beasley had 10 rebounds. The Timberolves set a fran-
chise record with 26 3-pointers and shot 59.1 percent
from long distance. Kawhi Leonard scored 29 points
and Paul George added 21 for the Clippers, who looked
slow to react to Minnesota’s long-shooting strategy
and did not have enough firepower to compete with it.

MILWAUKEE BUCKS 111 - ORLANDO MAGIC 95
Brook Lopez highlighted a 23-point performance with

five 3-pointers as visiting Milwaukee completed a four-
game season sweep of Orlando. Giannis Antetokounmpo
collected 18 points, 18 rebounds and nine assists for the
Bucks, who have won 13 of their last 14 games overall
and seven of their last eight versus Orlando. Khris
Middleton recorded 21 points and 13 rebounds, and Eric
Bledsoe (18) and Wesley Matthews (12) also scored in
double digits for Milwaukee. Nikola Vucevic collected 21
points and 14 rebounds for his team-leading 26th dou-
ble-double for the Magic, who have lost three in a row
and eight of their last nine games.

LOS ANGELES LAKERS 125 - 
GOLDEN STATE WARRIORS 120

Anthony Davis capped a big night at the foul line

with three late free throws, helping the visiting Los
Angeles hold new-look Golden State. Davis shot nine of
13 at the line en route to a team-high 27 points to com-
plement 10 rebounds. Avery Bradley sank five 3-point-
ers to account for a majority of his 21 points, and
LeBron James chipped in with 22 points, eight
rebounds and a team-high 11 assists for the Lakers, who
won for the ninth time in their last 11 road games.
Andrew Wiggins, one of four players making their
debut with the Warriors, had 24 points. Marquese
Chriss went for a season-high 26 for the Warriors, who
lost at home for the eighth time in their last nine games.

TORONTO RAPTORS 119 - BROOKLYN NETS 118
Fred VanVleet scored 29 points — 10 in the fourth

quarter — and Toronto held on to defeat visiting
Brooklyn to extend its franchise-best winning streak to
14 games. Pascal Siakam made the winning free throw
with 22.9 seconds to play and finished with 20 points
for the Raptors, who have won 18 of their past 19
games against the Nets, including 10 straight at home.
Toronto has won the first three meetings between the
teams this season.

DENVER NUGGETS 117 - PHOENIX SUNS 108
Jamal Murray scored 36 points, Nikola Jokic added

23 and visiting Denver completed a season sweep of
Phoenix. Murray shot a blistering 14 of 17 from the
floor, including 6 of 8 from 3-point range. He added five
rebounds and five assists, while Jokic chipped in nine
rebounds and six assists for the Nuggets. Deandre
Ayton had 28 points and 19 rebounds for the Suns.
Kelly Oubre Jr. cooled off from a season-high 39 points
on Friday to score 20.

DALLAS MAVERICKS 116 - CHARLOTTE HORNETS 100
Seth Curry returned to his hometown and poured in

26 points as Dallas ripped host Charlotte, which lost its
fifth straight. Curry came off the bench and shot 10-for-
14 from the field, making 6 of 8 3-point attempts. Willie
Cauley-Stein added 15 points and 10 rebounds, Tim
Hardaway Jr. had 14 points, and Dorian Finney-Smith
and Jalen Brunson both had 13 points for the Mavericks.
Boban Marjanovic provided 11 points. Devonte’
Graham’s 26 points led the Hornets, while Miles Bridges

had 20 points, Malik Monk pumped in 19 points and
Terry Rozier had 15.

NEW ORLEANS PELICANS 124 - INDIANA PACERS 117
Jrue Holiday scored 17 of his game-high 31 points in

the fourth quarter as visiting New Orleans defeated
Indiana. Holiday, who missed most of the second quar-
ter while getting five stitches to close a cut above his
right eye, added 10 assists to get his first double-dou-
ble since Dec. 13. JJ Redick scored 23 points, Derrick
Favors had 15 points and 11 rebounds and Lonzo Ball
scored 15. Jeremy Lamb scored 26 points, T.J. Warren,
returning from a three-game absence due to a concus-
sion, added 22 points, Malcolm Brogdon scored 17,
Domantas Sabonis had 16 and Myles Turner 10 to lead
the Pacers, who lost their fifth consecutive game and
fourth straight at home.

SACRAMENTO KINGS 122 - SAN ANTONIO SPURS 102
Buddy Hield hit nine of 10 from 3-point range while

scoring 31 points off the bench as Sacramento notched
a victory over visiting San Antonio. Harrison Barnes
recorded 25 points and seven rebounds as the Kings
won for the sixth time in the past eight games. Kent
Bazemore and Nemanja Bjelica added 15 points
apiece. De’Aaron Fox scored 13 points, and Harry
Giles III collected a career-best 12 rebounds. DeMar
DeRozan scored 14 points in 30 minutes before being
ejected midway through the fourth quarter, as the
Spurs dropped to 0-4 on their eight-game, “Rodeo
Road Trip.”

NEW YORK KNICKS 95 - DETROIT PISTONS 92
Julius Randle and Wayne Ellington had 17 points

apiece, and visiting New York extended its season-best
winning streak to four games. Taj Gibson and Bobby
Portis scored 11 points apiece, and Elfrid Payton had 10
points, nine rebounds and six assists for the Knicks.
New York outrebounded Detroit 47-28, including a 16-
3 advantage in offensive rebounds. Reggie Jackson led
the Pistons with 20 points and nine assists. Christian
Wood had 17 points and 11 rebounds, while Tony Snell
and John Henson contributed 12 points apiece. Henson
was making his Detroit debut after being acquired from
Cleveland on Thursday. — Reuters

New-look Wolves 
stomp Clippers

Judo champion Riner loses after nine years 
PARIS: One of sport’s longest winning
runs came to an end yesterday when
two-time Olympic and serial judo world
champion Teddy Riner was beaten for
the first time in over nine years.

After 154 successive wins, the 30-
year-old Frenchman, who competes in
the 100-kilogramme heavyweight cate-
gory, was beaten by ippon by the
Japanese Kokoro Kageura in the third
round of the Paris Grand Slam. 

Riner’s last defeat was back in
September 2010 when he was contro-
versially beaten by another Japanese
Daiki Kamikaw in the openweight final
at the world championships in Tokyo.

The defeat comes five months before
the Tokyo Olympics when Riner will
hope to emulate the lightweight judoka
Tadahiro Nomura in winning gold at
three successive Olympics.

Ten-time world champion Riner’s
record ranks alongside some of the
greats of the sporting world.

American hurdler Ed Moses won 122
consecutive races over a 10-year period
from 1977 to 1987, and Pakistani squash
legend Jahangir Khan won 555 succes-
sive matches from 1981 to 1986.

Boxing has also thrown up at least
two remarkable winning streaks.
Heavyweight champion Rocky Marciano
never lost a fight in his professional
career, winning 49 in a row between
1947 and 1955 while the Mexican Julio
Cesar Chavez, a world champion at
three different weights, won 87 consec-
utive fights before drawing with Pernell
Whitaker in 1993. —AFP

PARIS: France’s Teddy Riner (R) fights against Japan’s Kokoro
Kageura during the over 100 kg category men’s third round fight at
the Judo Paris Grand Slam 2020, in Paris, France. — AFP

BERLIN: Leon Bailey scored one late goal and made
another on Saturday as Bayer Leverkusen earned a stun-
ning 4-3 win over Borussia Dortmund to deny the visitors
the chance to move level on points with Bundesliga lead-
ers Bayern Munich.

Jamaica winger Bailey came on for the final 20 min-
utes with his side 3-2 down and after slotting home the
equaliser with nine minutes left, the Jamaican winger’s
audacious backheel seconds later led to Lars Bender
heading in Leverkusen’s dramatic winner.

The defeat for Dortmund, which leaves them third on
39 points, was also the first time teenager prodigy Erling
Braut Haaland failed to score after hitting eight goals in
his first four games for his new club.

Leverkusen are now fifth, two points off the
Champions League places. Dortmund could finish the
weekend six points behind Bayern Munich if the defend-
ing champions beat second-placed RB Leipzig at home
on Sunday, after conceding for the 32nd time this season.

“We have problems, we’re conceding too many goals,”
fumed Dortmund’s Swiss coach Lucien Favre. “We have
to control the situations better and play smarter.” The
goals flew at the BayArena with three disallowed efforts
on top of the two Kevin Volland also scored for
Leverkusen.

Volland put Leverkusen ahead on 20 minutes by firing
home with his second touch, but Hummels equalised
almost immediately by heading home a corner. Emre Can
put Dortmund 2-1 up with a rifled finish in the 33rd
minute before German Volland levelled just before the
break. Dortmund took the lead again in the 65th minute
when Achraf Hakimi started a move which released left-
back Raphael Guerreiro, who drove his shot home. The
scene was set for Bailey, who had a goal disallowed soon
after coming on, but was not to be denied.—AFP

MILAN: Cristiano Ronaldo on Saturday became
the first Juventus player to score in 10 successive
Serie A games but the champions fell 2-1 at Hellas
Verona to leave an opening to their title rivals.
Ronaldo — who turned 35 this week — broke
through after 65 minutes, to hit his 15th goal in 10
games and take his league tally to 20.

The five-time Ballon d’Or winner is closing in on
the all-time Serie A record of scoring in 11 consec-
utive games held by Gabriel Batistuta and Fabio
Quagliarella. But Juventus paid for defensive errors
with Fabio Borini pulling Verona level with quarter
of an hour to go, before veteran striker Giampaolo
Pazzini won the match for the promoted side from
the penalty spot four minutes from time following a
Leonardo Bonucci handball.

Juventus are three points ahead of Inter Milan,
who have a chance to pull level when they take on
Zlatan Ibrahimovic’s AC Milan in derby clash at the
San Siro. Lazio are four points behind the leaders
in third before they travel to Parma.

The defeat  was the th ird th is  season for
Maurizio Sarri’s side but second in three games
after losing 2-1 at Napoli just two weeks ago. “We
have to understand that winning is not a foregone
conclusion,” blasted Sarri. 

“We need to get it into our heads that we can’t
have lapses in concentration as happened this
evening. “We dropped points through careless-
ness.” Verona meanwhile are up to sixth after
extending their unbeaten run to eight games days
after earning a creditable goalless draw at Lazio,
who can pull to within a point of Juve with a win at
Parma on Sunday.

“We’ve created a group of hungry kids,” said
Verona coach Ivan Juric. “Heart played a big role,
the lads were tired but they gave it everything.”

Earlier Atalanta consolidated fourth place with a

2-1 win at Fiorentina that ended the Bergamo side’s
27-year away winless run against the Tuscan club.

Federico Chiesa’s scorcher just after half an
hour gave mid-table Fiorentina hope of another
win over Atalanta, whom they eliminated from the
Italian Cup at their Stadio Artemio Franchi last
month.

But Duvan Zapata tapped in four minutes after
the break to level  the scores before Ruslan
Malinovsky came off the bench to seal victory with
18 minutes left, giving Atalanta their first win away
at the ‘Viola’ since 1993.

Gian Piero Gasperini’s side pull three points
clear of fifth-placed Roma in the race for the
Champions League following the capital club’s 3-2
home defeat to Bologna on Friday, but are still
eight points behind Lazio.

“These are three very important, key points. We
haven’t won here for 27 years, and we were up a
against an in-form team,” said Gasperini. Atalanta
host Roma next weekend before they play at home
against Valencia in the Champions League last-16,
having qualified for the competition for the first
time this season.

“We have to exploit Roma’s difficulties and our
home advantage in the next match,” added Zapata.
“If we do well against the ‘Giallorossi’ it will set us
up for the Champions League match against
Valencia.”

Moreno Longo started his reign as Torino coach
with a 3-1 home defeat to Sampdoria, with the
struggling Genoa club’s goals coming in a nine-
minute second-half spell. Torino, in 12th, have now
lost four games in a row, conceding 16 goals, and
could fall further off the Europa League pace by
the end of  the weekend. Claudio Ranier i ’s
Sampdoria are now 16th, seven points clear of the
relegation zone. — AFP

Ronaldo sets scoring record 
but Juventus fall in Verona


