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KATHMANDU: Nepal teenager Kushal Malla has
become the youngest batsman to score a one-day
international half-century in men’s cricket. The
left-handed Malla made 50 off 51 balls on his ODI
debut in a World Cup League 2 match against the
US near Kathmandu on Saturday aged 15 years
and 340 days.

He broke the record held by his compatriot
Rohit Kumar Paudel, who was only 16 years and
146 days old when he scored 55 in an ODI against
the UAE last year. Malla, who has played three
Twenty20 matches for Nepal, came in to bat when
his team was struggling at 49 for five. He guided
them to 190 and a 35-run win.

India’s cricket icon Sachin Tendulkar was 16
years and 214 days when he made a half-centu-
ry in a Test against Pakistan in Faisalabad in
1989. Nepal gained ODI status at the 2018
World Cup qualifying tournament in Zimbabwe,
despite the suspension of their national govern-
ing body in 2016 over political interference. The
International Cricket Council lifted the ban in
October last year. — AFP
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Naseem breaks hat trick record 
as Bangladesh face defeat

Youngest player to record a Test hat trick
RAWALPINDI: Teenage paceman Naseem Shah
became the youngest player to record a Test hat trick
as Pakistan closed in on victory against Bangladesh in
Rawalpindi yesterday. Just when Bangladesh seemed to
have fought their way back into the match at 124-2 min-
utes before the close on the third day, Naseem
destroyed them with three wickets off successive deliv-
eries. Aged 16 years and 359 days, he becomes the
youngest player to record a Test hat trick, besting
Bangladeshi Alok Kapali who achieved the feat aged 19
in 2003. Naseem trapped Najumul Hossain Shanto leg
before off the fourth ball of his seventh over for 38, then
followed up with dismissals of Taijul Islam (lbw) and
Mahmudullah (caught) with the next two deliveries.

Naseem had figures of 4-26 before he left the field
with a shoulder injury. Shanto and Mominul Haque,
unbeaten on 37 at the close, had added 71 for the third
wicket after they lost Saif Hassan on 16 and Tamim
Iqbal on 34.

At the close, Bangladesh were 126-6 and needing
another 86 runs to avoid an innings defeat with two
days to play. Naseem, who burst onto the scene on
Pakistan’s Australia tour last year, is also the youngest
fast bowler and second bowler overall to take five
wickets in a Test innings.

He achieved that feat at 16 years and 307 days
against Sri Lanka in Karachi last year. Pakistan were
bowled out for 445 in their first innings with Babar
Azam scoring 143 and Haris Sohail 75.

Saif, playing his first Test, was on a pair after his sec-
ond-ball duck in the first innings but he started confi-
dently to reach 16 with four boundaries before he was
bowled by Naseem. Iqbal, fresh from scoring the high-
est first-class score on Bangladeshi soil of 334 not out
last week, was trapped leg-before by Yasir.

Earlier, Pakistan lost seven wickets either side of

lunch with Sohail holding the innings together. He
struck seven fours and two sixes for his third Test half-
century before holing out off spinner Taijul Islam to
deep mid-wicket.

Last man Naseem was run out to end Pakistan’s first
innings. A healthy 10,000-strong holiday crowd had
come in anticipation of popular batsman Babar Azam
scoring a double hundred. But resuming at 342-3,
Pakistan lost Azam to the first ball of the day.

Azam seemed caught in two minds whether to play

or leave a length delivery from pace bowler Abu Jayed
and edged to Mohammad Mithun at first slip. Azam’s
143 was his fifth Test hundred and a masterclass of
attractive batting, which included a six and 18 fours.

Asad Shafiq, who put on 137 for the fourth wicket
with Azam, added just five to his overnight score before
he was caught behind off fast bowler Ebadot Hossain
for a 65 that included nine boundaries. Jayed was the
pick of the bowlers with 3-86 while Islam finished with
2-139. —AFP

SCOREBOARD

Bangladesh 1st innings 233 (Mohammad Mithun 63, Najmul
Hossain Shanto 44; Shaheen Shah Afridi 4-53)
Pakistan 1st innings (overnight 342-3)
Shan Masood b Islam 100
Abid Ali c Das b Jayed 0
Azhar Ali c Shanto b Jayed 34
Babar Azam c Mithun b Jayed 143
Asad Shafiq c Das b Ebadat 65
Haris Sohail c b Islam 75
Mohammad Rizwan c Mahmudullah b Rubel 10
Yasir Shah lbw b Rubel 5
Shaheen Shah Afridi lbw b Rubel 3
Mohammad Abbas not out 1
Naseem Shah run out 2
Extras: (b 1, lb 3, nb 2, w1) 7 
Total: (all out; 122.5 overs) 445 
Fall of wickets: 1-2 (Abid), 2-93 (Azhar), 3-205 (Masood),
4-342 (Azam), 5-353 (Shafiq), 6-374 (Rizwan), 7-415
(Yasir), 8-422 (Shaheen), 9-442 (Sohail)
Bowling: Ebadat 25-6-97-1, Jayed 29-4-86-3 (1nb), Rubel

25.5-3-113-3 (1nb, 1w), Islam 41-6-139-2, Mahmudullah 2-
0-6-0 

Bangladesh 2nd innings
Tamim Iqbal lbw b Yasir 34
Saif Hassan b Naseem 16
Najmul Hossain Shanto lbw b Naseem 38 
Mominul Haque not out 37 
Taijul Islam lbw b Naseem 0
Mahmudullah c Sohail b Naseem 0
Mohammad Mithun b Yasir 0
Liton Das not out 0
Extras: (w 1) 1
Total: (for six wkst; 45 overs) 126
Still to bat: Rubel Hossain,  Abu Jayed,  Ebadat Hossain Fall
of wickets: 1-39 (Saif Hassan, 8.6 ov), 2-53 (Tamim Iqbal,
15.5 ov), 3-124 (Shanto), 4-124 (Islam), 5-124
(Mahmudullah), 6-126 (Mithun)
Bowling: Shaheen 11-2-35-0 (1w), Abbas 11.4-5-20-0,
Naseem 8.2-2-26-4, Yasir 11-2-33-2, Shafiq 3-0-12-0.

Scoreboard on day three of the first Test between Pakistan and Bangladesh at Rawalpindi stadium yesterday:

RAWALPINDI: Pakistan’s Naseem Shah (R) delivers the
ball during the third day of the first cricket Test match
between Pakistan and Bangladesh at the Rawalpindi
Cricket Stadium in Rawalpindi yesterday. Teenage pace-
man Naseem Shah became the youngest player to
record a Test hat trick as Pakistan closed in on victory
against Bangladesh in Rawalpindi yesterday. — AFP

JOHANNESBURG: England survived a late collapse to
square the series when they beat South Africa by two
wickets in the third and final one-day international at the
Wanderers Stadium yesterday.

England were cruising to victory at 232 for four after
leg-spinner Adil Rashid and his fellow slow bowlers
restricted South Africa to 256 for seven after they were
sent in to bat. But fast bowler Lungi Ngidi, who had
endured a horror start to the innings, struck three times in
quick succession as England lost four wickets for 20 runs
before Moeen Ali got the winning runs.

“We bowled really well today,” said England captain
Eoin Morgan. “We probably had the best of the condi-
tions. It was our best performance in the field and with the
ball.” Morgan said he would have liked to finish with a
“commanding” win. “It was disappointing to limp over the
line like that,” he said. South African captain Quinton de
Kock praised the energy his inexperienced team had
shown in the two completed matches, which were shared
1-1. “We had a bit of a sniff but it was still a loss,” he said
of Sunday’s game. “But it was pretty cool to make it tough
for the English side.”

Man of the match Rashid, playing in his 100th one-day
international but in his only appearance in the series, took
three for 51, including the key wickets of Temba Bavuma
and De Kock, who made 69.

After being under covers throughout Saturday because
of heavy rain, the pitch helped the bowlers in South
Africa’s innings.

There was movement through the air and off the sur-
face for the new-ball bowlers, while offering turn for the
spinners.  “It was a nice wicket with a bit of turn and
bounce,” said Rashid. Twenty-seven overs were bowled by
England’s spinners including 17 in tandem by Rashid and
off-spinner Ali.—AFP
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KUWAIT: The 37th Gulf Volleyball Champion Clubs
Championship will come to a conclusion with its fifth
and final round to be played today, when Qatar’s Police
meet Saudi Arabia’s Al-Hilal at 3 pm, while Oman’s Al-
Seeb will face UAE’s Al-Ain, and the final match of the
tournament will be at 7 pm between Kuwait and
Bahrain’s Dar Kulaib. The fourth round which was
played Saturday saw Kuwait Club come close to the
podium, by winning against Al-Hilal 3-0 (25-20, 25-20,
26-24). Meanwhile, Qatar’s Police continued its march
to winning the title by defeating Al-Seeb 3-1 (25-18, 21-
25, 25-21, 25-18). Current champions Dar Kulaib
defeated Al-Ain 3-0 (25-19, 25-21, 25-20).

These results brings Qatar’s Police closer to winning
the title as it collected 12 points from four matches
without a loss, followed by current champions with 9
points, Kuwait third with 8 points, and the match
between them will be decisive to decide second and
third place, while Al-Hilal dropped to fourth place with
six points’ Al-Seeb fifth with one point and Al-Ain in
Sixth with 0 points.

STRONG PERFORMANCE 
Kuwait team gave good performance as its coach

Khalid Baleid was able to read the game well and took
advantage of Al-Hilal’s low moral when its star player
Ahmad Bakheet was injured during their match with
Dar Kulaib. Kuwait was better all along the match with
strong attack and smashes from the sides especially by
Abdallah Jasem and Cuban Roland. Kuwait’s defence
was also outstanding by receiving the ball and forming
blocking walls, enabling it to win comfortably.

AL-NISF: IMPORTANT WIN
Deputy Chairman of the Higher Organizing

Committee, head of volleyball at Kuwait Club
Mohammad Al-Nisf said Kuwait had an important win
against Al-Hilal and is now very close to being among
the top three. He said “players level is continually
improving from one match to the other, yet we still did
not reach the level we want. There are some mistakes
that must be corrected quickly.” Al-Nisf said the final
match with Dar Kulaib is very important and we will do
our best to win it, and we have great confidence in the

players, and wish them luck.

CLOSE TO WINNING
Kuwait coach Khalid Baleid said the match with Dar

Kulaib has special calculations and we will exert all
efforts to win second place. Kuwait’s player Yacoub bin
Eid said he is happy following the win against Al-Hilal.
He said the team avoided previous mistakes, it made in
front of Al-Seeb. He said Kuwait team must have the
same performance it had with Al-Hilal in front of Dar
Kulaib in order to at least get second place.

BOSTON: Charlie Coyle scored twice, and Patrice Bergeron
had a goal and two assists as the Boston Bruins continued
their dominance of the visiting Arizona Coyotes with a 4-2
win Saturday. Jake DeBrusk also scored, and David Pastrnak
had two assists as the Bruins extended their winning streak
to six. Tuukka Rask stopped 29 shots for Boston and
improved to 12-0-6 at home. Phil Kessel and Jakob
Chychrun scored for the Coyotes, who have lost 10 of their
last 12 games (2-7-3). Adin Hill, a late replacement for origi-
nally scheduled starter Antti Raanta, had 29 saves for
Arizona. The Bruins have now won 16 consecutive games
against the Coyotes dating back to October 2010. Boston
completed a season sweep, having beaten Arizona on the
road in the second game of the season.

Flyers 7, Capitals 2
Sean Couturier scored two goals, Claude Giroux added

one goal and two assists, and Philadelphia scored three goals
in under two minutes in the second period to defeat host
Washington. Alex Ovechkin came into the game needing two
goals for 700 in his career, but the Washington captain did
not score. The Flyers took control with the second-period
outburst. They scored three times in 1 minute, 45 seconds —
the first two coming only 14 seconds apart — and took a 4-1
lead. Goalie Brian Elliott, pulled from the Flyers’ last game,
turned in a strong effort with 25 saves.

Lightning 3, Islanders 1
Brayden Point broke a scoreless tie in the opening sec-

onds of the second period for red-hot Tampa Bay, which
never trailed against New York. Carter Verhaeghe and
Steven Stamkos also scored for the Lightning, who have won
six straight and are 18-2-1 since the roll began Dec. 23.
Tampa Bay hasn’t trailed in any of its last five victories.

Goaltender Andrei Vasilevskiy made 17 saves as the
Lightning earned a point in his 17th consecutive start,
extending his own team record.

Stars 3, Blues 2 (OT)
Roope Hintz scored two goals, including the overtime

game-winner, as Dallas won at St. Louis. Jamie Benn also
scored, and Anton Khudobin made 23 saves for the Stars,
who rallied from a 2-0 deficit. Colton Parayko scored twice
for the Blues, who are 2-6-1 in their last nine games. Jordan
Binnington stopped 31 of 34 shots for St. Louis.

Avalanche 2, Blue Jackets 1
Nazem Kadri and Nathan MacKinnon scored third-peri-

od goals, Philipp Grubauer had 31 saves and Colorado rallied
to win at Columbus. Gabriel Landeskog and Cale Makar had
an assist each to help the Avalanche improve to 3-1 on their
five-game road trip. Colorado has won six of its last seven.
Seth Jones had a goal, and Elvis Merzlikins stopped 20 shots
but fell short of his third straight shutout for Columbus. The
Blue Jackets had won three straight and nine of 10.

Devils 3, Kings 0
MacKenzie Blackwood made 37 saves for his second

consecutive shutout as New Jersey scored three times in the
second period and beat Los Angeles in Newark, N.J.
Blackwood followed up a 46-save performance by posting
his third shutout of the season and fifth of his career. He
made 13 saves in the first period, 10 in the second and 14 in
the third. Nikita Gusev scored New Jersey’s first goal, Blake
Coleman tallied on the power play and Kyle Palmieri capped
the flurry in the second. The Kings were shut out for the fifth
time and dropped to 1-8-1 in their last 10 games and 4-14-2
in their last 20.

Penguins 3, Panthers 2
Kris Letang scored a goal and added an assist to lead

Pittsburgh over host Florida Panthers at Sunrise, Fla. The
Penguins also got goals from Sidney Crosby, the game-win-
ner, and Teddy Blueger. Tristan Jarry made 33 saves to earn

his first win since Jan. 31 as the Penguins avoided what would
have been consecutive losses for the first time since Nov. 29-
30. Since then, the Penguins are 20-6-1.

Oilers 3, Predators 2
Leon Draisaitl scored two of Edmonton’s three unan-

swered goals to beat visiting Nashville. Actually, the Oilers
really only scored twice. Up 2-0, the Predators logged their
second own-goal in two weeks to help Edmonton get on the
board in the second period, with a rebound going off Kyle
Turris’ skate and in. Draisaitl then took over in the third peri-
od, scoring twice off feeds from Ryan Nugent-Hopkins, with
the winner coming on a four-on-three power play.

Jets 5, Senators 2
Patrik Laine recorded a power-play hat trick, and Kyle

Connor recorded four points as Winnipeg earned a victory
over visiting Ottawa. The Jets improved to 3-0-1 over their
last four games as the club tries to fight its way back into the
playoff race following a 1-7-0 slide to conclude January. The
loss extended Ottawa’s winless drought to five games (0-3-
2). Laine’s eighth career hat trick gives him 23 goals for the
season. The notoriously streaky winger is on a hot streak,
scoring eight times over his last eight games. Connor and
Neal Pionk (one goal, two assists) both matched personal
bests for points in an NHL game.

Canadiens 2, Maple Leafs 1 (OT)
Ilya Kovalchuk scored on a rebound at 1:43 of overtime,

and host Montreal beat Toronto. Canadiens goalie Carey
Price stopped Tyson Barrie, and the puck bounced to Nick
Suzuki on a breakaway. His shot was denied, but Kovalchuk
swooped in to send the puck into the net for the victory.
Montreal’s Marco Scandella had tied the score late in the
third period. Toronto’s John Tavares scored in his 800th
game, and Alexander Kerfoot and Zach Hyman had assists.
Goalie Jack Campbell, acquired from Los Angeles to back up
injured Frederik Andersen (neck), made his second start in
two nights after beating the Anaheim Ducks on Friday, mak-
ing 28 saves.—Reuters
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