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Its latest generation has a range of 300 km. Islamic 

Revolutionary Guard Corps commander Major General 
Hossein Salami unveiled the missile and engines along-
side IRGC aerospace chief Brigadier General Amirali 
Hajizadeh. “The complicated achievements on the 
bleeding edge of global technology that were unveiled 
today are our key to entering space,” Salami said. 
Salami noted the movable nozzle on the new engine 
allowed “maneuverability beyond the atmosphere” and 
amounted to a “leap in modern missile technology”. The 
new technologies that made the missiles “cheaper, 
lighter, faster and more precise” could be applied to all 
of Iran’s missile classes, he added. 

In Jan 2019, Tehran announced that its Payam - 
“Message” in Farsi - satellite had failed to reach orbit, 
after authorities said they launched it to collect data on 
the environment in Iran. The United States said the 
launch of the carrier rocket was a violation of a 2015 
UN Security Council resolution endorsing the interna-
tional accord on curbing Tehran’s nuclear program. 
Resolution 2231 called on Iran to refrain from any activ-
ity related to ballistic missiles capable of delivering 
nuclear weapons. 

Tehran confirmed in September that an explosion 
occurred at one of its satellite launch pads due to a 
technical fault, and slammed Trump for “gleefully” 
tweeting about it at the time. Trump said the US had 
nothing to do with what he called a “catastrophic 
accident” at Semnan Space Centre in a tweet along-
side a high-resolution picture pointing to apparent 
damage at the site. 

The Zafar’s launch came days before the 41th 
anniversary of the Islamic Revolution and crucial par-
liamentary elections in Iran. It also comes at a time of 
heightened tensions between Tehran and Washington, 
after a January 3 US drone strike killed top Iranian gen-
eral Qasem Soleimani in Baghdad. Iran retaliated days 
later by firing a wave of missiles at American troops 
stationed in Iraq. Its defense forces had been braced 
for US retaliation when they accidentally shot down a 
Ukraine International Airlines flight a few minutes after 
take-off from Tehran on Jan 8.  

Iran says its Internet services have faced cyber 
attacks for the past two days, without elaborating on the 
source of the attack or the likely motives. Replying to a 
citizen’s tweet that asked what if the Zafar rocket fails 
like its predecessor, Jahromi said “we will try again”. 
Iran’s on-off space program unsettles some Western 
nations as the technology used in space-bound rockets 
can also be used in ballistic missiles. The Islamic republic 
fired its first satellite into orbit in Feb 2009, and it went 
on to successfully launch satellites in June 2011, Feb 2012 
and Feb 2015. It has also sent monkeys, a turtle, mouse 
and worms into space. — Agencies  

Iranian satellite 
fails to reach...

ADDIS ABABA: African leaders yesterday condemned 
US President Donald Trump’s Mideast peace plan as 
illegitimate, taking advantage of an African Union sum-
mit to voice solidarity with “the Palestinian cause”. AU 
Commission Chairman Moussa Faki Mahamat told 
assembled heads of state that the plan unveiled in late 
January represented the “umpteenth violation of multi-
ple United Nations and African Union resolutions”. 

He said that it was prepared without international 
consultation and that it “trampled on the rights of the 
Palestinian people”, a line that drew applause in the 
main hall at AU headquarters. Trump’s long-delayed 
peace proposals were immediately rejected by the 
Palestinians, who have boycotted his administration 
over its pro-Israel stance. The proposals include giving 
Israel the green light to annex settlements in the occu-
pied West Bank, the largest part of the territories the 
Palestinians see as their future state. 

The outgoing AU chair, Egyptian President Abdel 
Fattah Al-Sisi, said in his remarks yesterday that “the 
Palestinian cause will always be in the hearts and minds 
of the people of Africa”. His successor, South African 
President Cyril Ramaphosa, compared Trump’s propos-
als to regulations in place during his country’s 
apartheid period. “As I listened to it and as I read 
everything that’s written about it, it brought to mind the 
horrible history that we in South Africa have gone 
through,” he said.  

Palestinian President Mahmoud Abbas, who regular-
ly attends AU summits, did not travel to Ethiopia this 
year. Palestinian officials said last week that Abbas was 
heading to the UN to push for a Security Council reso-
lution condemning Trump’s peace proposals. The reso-
lution will almost certainly be vetoed by the US. Abbas 
was represented yesterday by Palestinian Prime 
Minister Mohammad Shtayyeh, who reiterated 
Palestinian leaders’ position that the Trump plan “has no 
legitimacy whatsoever”.  

The annual African Union summit had opened with 
leaders vowing that the AU would play a more promi-
nent role in resolving conflicts proliferating across the 
continent. The theme of the two-day summit is 
“Silencing the Guns”. The focus on conflicts marks a 
departure from multiple years of debate centered on 

reforming the AU -including its funding structure - and 
the implementation of a continent-wide free trade area. 

In his opening remarks to assembled heads of state 
yesterday, Faki painted a bleak picture of the conti-
nent’s security situation, citing “terrorism, intercommu-
nal conflict and pre- and post-election crises”. He also 
noted that while some progress has been made recently 
in Central African Republic and Sudan, long-running 
conflicts in places such as Libya and South Sudan have 
been joined by new crises from Cameroon to 
Mozambique. 

Faki stressed that it would take more than military 
action to address the “root causes” of African conflicts, 
namely poverty and social exclusion. He reiterated the AU’s 
determination to find “African solutions to African prob-
lems”. Yet his remarks came as multiple African leaders 
were acknowledging the AU’s failure to achieve the goal 
adopted in 2013 of ending “all wars in Africa by 2020”. 

 
Libya and South Sudan 

Ramaphosa, who is taking over from Sisi as AU chair, 
announced that he planned to host two summits in May 
- one focused on conflict resolution and the other on 
implementation of the African Continental Free Trade 
Area. “We will focus our efforts on conflict resolution 
across the African continent, especially those experi-
encing protracted conflict,” he said. Ramaphosa has 
identified South Sudan and Libya as two conflicts he 
wants to prioritize.  

On Saturday night, in an effort to jumpstart media-
tion efforts to form a power-sharing government in 
South Sudan, Ramaphosa met separately with South 
Sudanese President Salva Kiir and rebel leader Riek 
Machar. The two men face a Feb 22 deadline to form a 
government, but they have already missed two previous 
deadlines to settle their differences. South Sudan’s civil 
war began in 2013 and has left 380,000 people dead 
and millions more in dire poverty. 

On Libya, the AU has consistently complained about 
being sidelined during peace processes led primarily by 
the UN. At a summit in Congo-Brazzaville in late 
January, African leaders vowed to hold a reconciliation 
forum for Libya’s warring parties. UN Secretary General 
Antonio Guterres endorsed this initiative at a press con-

ference at the AU on Saturday, saying he understood the 
AU’s “frustration” at having “been put aside” when it 
comes to Libya. In a speech yesterday, Guterres said “a 
new framework of cooperation” between the AU and the 
UN had been established for Libya.  

 
Financing 

The AU will have to overcome internal disputes and 
insufficient financing for peacekeeping missions if it 
wants to become a major player in conflict resolution. 
In a report published Friday, the International Crisis 
Group think-tank said the AU should prioritize finaliza-

tion of an agreement that would see the UN finance 75 
percent of peacekeeping missions backed by the UN 
Security Council. 

Guterres mentioned the agreement during his 
speech yesterday, saying African peacekeeping mis-
sions must have adequate and predictable financing. 
Ramaphosa said the AU’s goal of “silencing the guns” 
underpinned his other ambitions for economic devel-
opment and combating gender-based violence. Also 
yesterday, the AU announced that the Democratic 
Republic of Congo would replace South Africa as AU 
chair in 2021. — Agencies 

African leaders reject Trump’s Mideast  
peace plan at ‘silence the guns’ summit 

WASHINGTON: US President Donald Trump’s impeach-
ment acquittal has delivered the White House a fresh coat 
of power, sparking worries over the rise of an “imperial 
presidency”. His victory in the Senate trial on Wednesday 
accelerated a decades-long shift in the US government in 
which Congress has steadily ceded authority to the Oval 
Office. The presidency hit a low in the 1970s, after 
Congress wrested authority away following Richard 
Nixon’s Watergate abuses. 

Since then, each successive US leader has sought to 
further dominate the legislature. Trump, though, has 
sparked anxiety: He flaunts his power, and has an attorney 
general who favors a strong presidency and a Republican 
Party unwilling to restrain him. One of his impeachment 
lawyers claimed Trump is free to do whatever he wants - 
even cheat in elections - if he believes it is in the national 
interest. Trump himself says, citing the US Constitution: “I 
have the right to do whatever I want as president.” 

“It is now arguable... that Donald Trump may well 
have become the most powerful president in American 
history,” historian Jon Meacham said after Trump’s trial 
closed. “President Trump is functionally a monarch at 
this point. If the king does it, it’s okay.” After suffering 
under the British king, the architects of the US system of 
government crafted a constitution in 1789 that gave the 
legislature strong checks on the powers of the new 
nation’s chief executive. 

Lawmakers held the upper hand mostly through the 
early 20th century, until, faced by existential emergencies 
- the Great Depression and then World war II - president 
Franklin Roosevelt rode roughshod over Congress to take 
action. Since then, “we have seen a steady increase over 
time in the independent powers of the presidency,” said 
Mark Rozell, dean of the Schar School of Policy and 
Government at George Mason University. “Presidents are 
encouraged, I think, to grab as much power and make as 
much of a difference during their one or two terms as they 
can. This is not just a Republican thing. It’s presidents of 
both parties,” said Rozell. 

Executive power got a considerable boost with the 
Sept 11, 2001 terror attacks. Republican George W Bush 
went far beyond his statutory authorities to order actions 
like secret surveillance of Americans and abduction and 
torture of foreign fighters, claiming he had the right to do 
so to protect the country. Congress did require him to 
obtain approval to make war on Al-Qaeda and Iraq. But 
they gave him broad authority, allowing the “War on 
Terror” to extend to Syria, Yemen and Africa under Bush 
and his successors. Nearly two decades later, Congress 
worries that Trump could use the same powers to go to 
war with Iran. But the lawmakers are too at odds to do 
anything about it. 

Barack Obama entered the White House in 2009 
pledging not to abuse his powers like Bush and to respect 
Congress’s equal authority. But within a couple years, 
faced by Congressional Republicans determined to stymie 
anything Obama wanted, he declared his “We Can’t Wait” 
initiative and began leading by executive order. Obama 
used his executive powers for environmental rules, pro-
tection for undocumented immigrants, gun control and a 
higher minimum wage. 

Having criticized Bush for abusing his war powers, 
Obama personally signed off on scores of secret drone 
attacks on terror targets, until even he admitted that there 
was need for a formal review process. He created a number 
of administrative bodies led by powerful “czars” that could 
institute regulations without going through Congress, and 
made top-level appointments when Congress was in recess 
to avoid a contentious approval process. When in 2014 the 
Republican House leader threatened a court challenge, 
Obama quipped: “So sue me.” 

Trump branded Obama’s use of executive orders as 
“power grabs”. But he now taps that authority far more 
brashly. He skips Congress to appoint senior officials by 
designating them “acting”; he declared a “national emer-
gency” to divert billions of dollars of Pentagon money to 
build a border wall; and he cited national security to 
effectively ban Muslims from entering the country.   

He has lost numerous court challenges but has also 
prevailed - most notably in defying subpoenas from 
Congress during his impeachment. Experts say that suc-
cess shows the legislature forfeiting one of its key pow-
ers to check the executive. If Trump’s claims of near-
unlimited authority go unaddressed, it “will permanently 
and dangerously alter the balance of power” in the gov-
ernment, said Democrat Adam Schiff, who led the 
impeachment probe. —  AFP  

RABAT: Thousands of demonstrators flooded the 
streets of the Moroccan capital yesterday to protest 
against a new US Middle East peace plan which the 
Palestinians says favors Israel. Carrying Palestinian 
flags, the demonstrators, including local politicians, 
Islamist sympathizers and trade unionists, marched in 
Rabat chanting “Long Live Palestine”. They called for a 
boycott of American products, denouncing the United 
States as “enemies of peace” and chanted “Palestine is 
not for sale”. 

Some of the demonstrators, who wore red-black-
green-white scarves in the colors of the Palestinian 
standard, torched an Israeli flag and spoke against any 
attempt by Morocco “to normalize” ties with the Jewish 
state. Morocco has warming but quiet relations with 
Israel, although they do not enjoy formal diplomatic 
ties. Israel and Morocco opened “liaison” offices in 
each other’s countries in the mid-1990s but Rabat 
closed them after an escalation of Palestinian-Israeli 
violence in 2000. 

Elsewhere in North Africa, hundreds of Tunisians 
also protested yesterday against the US peace plan, in 
the eastern city of Sfax, an AFP journalist reported. 
Tunisia’s powerful UGTT labor union, which organized 
the march, called the proposal an “accord of shame”. 

Last month US President Donald Trump unveiled a 
Middle East plan for peace between Israel and the 
Palestinians which the Palestinians have rejected say-
ing it is biased in favor of the Jewish state. Under the 
plan, Israel would retain control of the disputed city 
of Jerusalem as its “undivided capital”, and annex set-
tlements on Palestinian lands. Palestinians however 
want all of east Jerusalem to be the capital of any 
future state. 

The plan has also been rejected by the Arab 
League and the Organization of Islamic Cooperation 
- two bodies in which Morocco is a prominent mem-
ber. After Trump unveiled the plan, the foreign minis-
ter of Morocco, a key US ally, said Rabat “appreci-
ates the constructive efforts for peace deployed by 
the US administration for a durable solution in the 

Middle East”. Nasser Bourita went on to reiterate 
that Morocco’s position is to support the creation of 
an independent Palestinian state with east Jerusalem 
as its capital. 

Meanwhile, a reworked Palestinian resolution has 
dropped its initial condemnation of Trump’s Mideast 
peace plan, opting for less confrontational language 
ahead of a UN Security Council vote, a copy obtained 
by AFP shows. The latest draft also no longer mentions 
the United States by name as the plan’s author, and 
couches its criticism in milder language than in the 
original. The changes come as diplomatic pressure 
mounts ahead of tomorrow’s Security Council vote, 
which Palestinian President Mahmoud Abbas is expect-
ed to be on hand for. 

In one sign of the pressure, Tunisia earlier in the 
week abruptly fired its ambassador to the United 
Nations, Moncef Baati, citing his failure to consult with 
his foreign ministry on matters said to include the 
peace plan. Diplomatic sources said Tunisia’s President 
Kais Saied was worried that Baati’s expressions of sup-
port for the Palestinians would damage Tunis’ relations 
with the United States. 

Jared Kushner, Trump’s son-in-law and adviser, 
briefed the Security Council on the US plan on 
Thursday. The initial draft of the Palestinian resolution, 
which was presented by Tunisia and Indonesia last 
Tuesday, charged that the US plan “breaches interna-
tional law and the internationally-endorsed terms of 
reference for the achievement of a just, comprehensive 
and lasting solution to the Israeli-Palestinian conflict.” 

The latest version says the US initiative “departs 
from the internationally-endorsed terms of reference 
and parameters for the achievement of a just, compre-
hensive and lasting solution to this conflict, as 
enshrined in the relevant United Nations resolutions”. 
The draft no longer calls for an international conference 
on the Middle East “at the earliest possible date,” 
instead replacing that language with a reminder that 
such a call was made in a 2008 UN resolution. It also 
adds a line “condemning all acts of violence against 
civilians, including acts of terror, as well as all acts of 
provocation, incitement and destruction.” 

Despite the softer tone, however, it was unclear if the 
latest version would be enough to avoid a US veto 
when it comes to a vote tomorrow. It still condemns 
Israeli settlements in the occupied territories, including 
East Jerusalem, and reaffirms the need to preserve the 
boundary lines from 1967. — AFP 

Thousands rally in  
Morocco, Tunisia  
against Trump plan 

RABAT: Moroccans wave the Palestinian flag during a demonstration against the US Middle East peace plan in the 
capital yesterday. — AFP 

ADDIS ABABA: Outgoing chair of the African Union and the Egyptian President Abdel Fattah Al-Sisi (left) hands over the 
chairmanship to the incoming chair of the African Union and South African President Cyril Ramaphosa at the 33rd 
ordinary session of the assembly of the African heads of states at the African Union headquarters yesterday. — AFP  
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