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Atsunami hit the Arab atmosphere as a result of a
proposal by the United States of America, and
this tsunami is growing larger against the pro-

posal named the “Deal of the Century”. The angry wave
against the proposal was like a tsunami that sweeps
away all that is in its path without discrimination, and it
was also rejected by the Organization of Islamic
Cooperation and the Arab League. This is a proposal
against which all are grabbing the microphone to con-
demn it. 

If this tsunami subsides and succeeds in tearing the
proposal apart, the Palestinians will remain in camps
and in countries wishing to get rid of them. The
Palestinians will remain at the mercy of rulers and par-
ties who use them as cards for gains, and Palestinians
will also remain steadfastly in a state of jihad, being
born and dying under occupation or in the diaspora. 

We do not know who manipulates this angry tsuna-
mi - is it the Palestinians’ opinions? Is it the action of
sincere members of the Arab nation? Is it due to the
actions of the Zionist leaders to prevent the creation of
the State of Palestine? Or is it a multi-headed tsunami,
where each speaks his own opinion? And finally, when
the tsunami fades away and things become clear, who
will enjoy the beauty of the landscape? 

There are many issues that we do not know anything
about. All we know is that there is a severe lack of sem-
inars, discussions and symposiums for the owners of
the cause, a major shortage in awareness to know the
details of this deal written on tens of pages that have
not been translated correctly yet.

Is this proposal harmful or beneficial? Is it a con-
spiracy to liquidate the Palestinian cause or an oppor-
tunity to revive it? Does this deal serve Israel’s inter-
ests in total or relatively? Is this deal harmful to Israel
in total or partially? Tens of questions that the brains
floating over the angry tsunami do not have the answer
to any part of them.

The Palestinians are distinguished people - that is
why they are in the diaspora, so the Zionists cannot
face them. For this reason, Israel may create an angry
tsunami each time the dream of a Palestinian state
comes closer. Those who ride the tsunami may be
addicted to slogans and mercenaries along with those
comfortable in their beds and moved by the media, and
those who created this tsunami could be the sincere
who know how dangerous this deal is.

Today, everyone is afraid of this tsunami, as the
packaged accusations are ready and everyone is seek-
ing safety. The only ones who will pay the price are
those who were born and will die without a homeland. I
do not know what this deal contains - we need its pub-
lication in full after its translation. We need legal
experts and intellectuals to debate and explain it to the
Palestinian people with its entire details, then leave it to
the Palestinians to choose freely. The choice of the
Palestinian people should be away from other people’s
choices and interests.

You the Palestinian: It is easy to reject everything,
but it is wise to study options and pick the best, includ-
ing total rejection or joining negotiations - choices that
carry the interests of your Palestinian people only.

Multi-headed
tsunami

By Dr Khalid Ahmad Al-Saleh

In my view

Ministry says schools still
on as cold wave approaches

Temperatures expected to drop as low as zero degrees
By A Saleh 

KUWAIT: Responding to meteorologists’
forecast of a cold wave and its impact on
school students, Education Minister Saud
Al-Harbi stressed that the Ministry of
Education (MoE) is following the latest
weather developments, noting that school
directors are authorized to cancel morning
assemblies if the weather is too cold. He
stressed however that cold weather does
not require closing schools.

Weather in Kuwait was dominated by
dust and strong wind yesterday, causing
low visibility and an imminent drop in tem-
perature, said an official at Kuwait Control

and Meteorological Center (KCMC).
Meteorologist Abdulaziz Al-Qarawi further
predicted that the temperature would drop
today, noting that the western region of the
country will have temperatures reaching
down to zero degrees Celsius while the
highest temperature in the rest of Kuwait
will be between 10 to 14 degrees Celsius.
The wind, coming from the northwest, will
be active at speeds of 20 to 50 kmph, indi-
cated Qarawi who pointed out that the sta-
tus of the sea will witness waves reaching
over seven feet. The meteorologist indicat-
ed that the cold weather would continue
until Thursday when temperatures are
expected to rise.

In another educational concern, MoE
announced i ts  needs for  new expat
teachers for the school year 2020-2021
including male French, English, Science,
Chemistry, Physics, Biology, Geology,
Maths and Craft teachers and female
Maths and Music teachers from expats
already residing in Kuwait, adding that
applicants must hold university degrees
and can apply online on the ministry’s
website. Moreover, informed sources said
that MoE would make up for the remain-
ing shortage by recruiting teachers from
Palestine and Jordan (not Egypt and
Tunisia) and that special committees will
leave for this purpose by April or May at
most. The sources added that around
500 teachers are needed for the new
school year. 

Spreading rumors

Kuwait Medical Association (KMA) yes-
terday filed a complaint against a blogger
for slandering it on social media networks
and spreading rumors that could under-
mine ‘health security’. In this regard, KMA
Chairman Dr Ahmed Thuwaini Al-Enezi
said the blogger had questioned KMA’s
integrity and its major medical role as well
as undermined public trust in the Ministry
of Health (MoH), accusing it of not saying
the truth about coronavirus infections.
“Such tweets may cause panic,” he warned,
noting that freedom of speech is guaran-
teed for everyone but some people tend to
misuse this right. 

Expats’ replacement
Well-informed sources said that the par-

liamentary human resources committee
urged the government to provide it with
the measures to be followed to replace
25,000 expat employees with citizens this
year and the next one. The sources added
that, in order to achieve the goal of 100
percent Kuwaiti employees in government
bodies by 2023, the committee condi-

tioned that replaced expats will not be
rehired on monthly payment basis. “The
only exemptions will be MoE and MoH due
to a lack of Kuwaiti graduates in those
specialties,” the sources explained, point-
ing out that acting Minister of State for
Economic Affairs Mariam Al-Aqeel will
attend the committee’s meetings soon to
discuss the government’s policy in this
regard and respond to inquiries. 

KUWAIT: Vehicles drive on a road in Kuwait City yesterday as the city’s skyscrapers
flanked by dust are seen in the background. —Photo by Yasser Al-Zayyat

A screenshot taken from Kuwait Meteorological Department’s website yesterday
shows the weather forecast for four days starting from today, which predicts consid-
erable drop in temperatures.

News in brief

Emergency landing
at Kuwait airport 

KUWAIT: A passenger plane made an emer-
gency landing at Kuwait International Airport
yesterday due to a technical fault in the aircraft,
Directorate General of Civil Aviation (DGCA)
said. The DGCA said in a statement that the con-
trol tower received a contact from the plane’s
pilot at 12:07, requesting to make an emergency
landing. Authorities at the airport dealt with the
situation according to standard security and
safety precautions, the authority said. The plane
landed safely. — KUNA

‘Kafeel’ system remains

RIYADH: The Saudi Ministry of Labor and Social
Development released a statement on their web-
site denying social media rumors which claimed
that Saudi Arabia has canceled the ‘kafeel’ (spon-
sorship) system for expatriate labor. In a statement
posted on its official website, the ministry urged
people to obtain relevant information from their
official channels.

By B Izzak

KUWAIT: Nine lawmakers yesterday sent a letter to
the National Assembly demanding that the State Audit
Bureau be asked to conduct a probe into financial
irregularities allegedly committed in the Airbus pur-
chase deal several years ago.

The lawmakers based their demand on local media
reports stating that official and private sector figures
have received “illegal commissions or bribes” related
to the deal of purchasing a number of aircraft from
Airbus company by Kuwait Airways Corporation
(KAC).

The letter called for asking the State Audit Bureau
to prepare a report including the outcome of examina-
tion and revision of the deal signed in 2014 and the
probe should include all related transactions by Kuwait
Investment Authority, KAC and others.

The lawmakers said the State Audit Bureau should
investigate whether the deal for the purchase of 25 air-
craft involved any illegal commissions or bribes and to
do that, the Bureau will be entrusted with the neces-
sary powers to carry out the probe. They also said the
investigation should determine the types of violations
and the names of suspects in addition to measures that
the Bureau proposes to take.

They said the investigation should be completed
within two months and the assembly budget commit-
tee should also study the findings of the report and
submit a detailed report to be debated by the nation-
al assembly. Local media reported last week that
KAC management sent documents to the Public Anti-
Corruption Authority about suspected corruption in
the Airbus deal.

Meanwhile, Opposition MP Shuaib Al-Muwaizri
yesterday rejected proposals by National Assembly
Speaker Marzouq Al-Ghanem to set up a special com-
mission to investigate allegations of forgery in obtain-
ing Kuwaiti citizenship.

Muwaizri said that the commission is illegal because
it contradicts the work of the Kuwaiti judiciary, saying
that any suspected forgery case should be immediately
referred to courts. The lawmaker also disputed the
speaker’s talk about stateless people or bedoons, say-
ing anyone suspected of betrayal should be sent to
court and the cases of others should be resolved.

Ghanem told the assembly last week that close to
4,000 bedoons working in the Kuwaiti army had
betrayed the country during the 1990-91 Iraqi inva-
sion. He also said that thousands had obtained
Kuwaiti citizenship through illegal means and called
for a probe. 

MPs demand probe into suspected
Airbus deal irregularities

By Meshaal Al-Enezi

KUWAIT: The criminal court yesterday
sentenced a former Central Tenders
Committee (CTC) member in absentia to 10
years in prison with labor, dismissal from
office, mandating him to return the sum of
KD 290,000 and fining him twice as much.
The court also sentenced the owner of an
automobile company to four years in jail
and suspended the sentence with KD 4,000
in bail. It also acquitted an employee of the
same company in a case filed against them
by the Public Anti-Corruption Authority
(Nazaha). According to the case, the three
defendants were involved in bribery related
to a tender to purchase ambulances for the
Ministry of Health (MoH), where the first
suspect received a bribe in the form of three
vehicles worth KD 148,000 from the auto-

mobile company delivered by the third sus-
pect to approve its offer to win the tender. 

Type one diabetes 
Lawyer Nasser Al-Ajmi announced that

the administrative court yesterday mandat-
ed the disability authority to consider his
client’s daughter, who suffers from type
one diabetes, as disabled, after the authori-
ty had rejected her demand. 

January subsidies
The Ministry of Commerce and

Industry (MoCI) yesterday announced that
the total subsidies paid for subsidized con-
sumer goods and construction materials in
January was KD 20.5 million including KD
12.3 million for basic foodstuff, KD
552,000 for milk and baby formula and KD
8.2 million for construction material. 

Former ‘Tenders’ official
jailed in corruption case

KUWAIT: The number of Kuwaiti citizens
serving in the private sector reached
72,000, a labor official announced yester-
day. The current figure is much higher than
the one recorded in 2002, when the number
of the nationals in this sector stood at 1,600
only, said Sultan Al-Shaalani, Deputy
Director General of the Public Authority for
Manpower for the affairs of national labor-
ers. Shaalani was speaking on sidelines of a
news conference held by the authority yes-
terday, launching the ‘because you deserve’
campaign for employing citizens in the pri-
vate sector. The Kuwaitis’ employment in
the private sector will be done via an elec-
tronic website during the first quarter of

this year under sponsorship of the Minister
of Finance and Acting Minister of State for
Economic Affairs Mariam Al-Aqeel. The
campaign, due on Feb 12-13, aims at
employing 400 male and female citizens in
the banking sector. Shaalani said 1,356
were interviewed, 622 passed and 256 were
hired in a single day. He indicated that the
campaign provides communications for job
seekers with 10 major banks in Kuwait, also
noting that efforts were underway to find
jobs for the nationals — particularly in cars
dealership. The authority’s director Ahmad
Al-Moussa, affirmed keenness on aiding the
young Kuwaitis to be involved and creative
in the private sector.—KUNA

72,000 Kuwaitis in private sector


