
GARMISCH-PARTENKIRCHEN: Viktoria Rebensburg
put her training woes behind her to complete the downhill
sweep for Germany in Garmisch-Partenkirchenon yester-
day with victory in the women’s World Cup race - a week
after Thomas Dressen won the men’s title.

“Wow, I couldn’t have dreamed of that,” beamed
Rebensburg. In near-perfect conditions, Rebensburg
claimed the first downhill victory of her career in 1min
41.94secs, mastering the tricky, icy mid-section of the
course, dubbed ‘hell’.

Italy’s Federica Brignone was second at 0.61sec
with Ester Ledecka of the Czech Republic third at
0.83 behind Rebensburg, the 2010 Olympic champion
in the giant slalom. “That was crazy,” said Rebensburg,
who had a falling out with Germany’s head coach
Wolfgang Maier over the volume and intensity of her
training in the build-up. “It was important for me to
just stay true to myself and focus on my skiing.
“Things went well in training and of course it was very
important to race well at home,” added Rebensburg,
who hails from the nearby town of Kreuth in the
Bavarian Alps.

The 30-year-old said Friday’s training run gave her
ideas how to pick up speed on the “Eishang” (Ice
slope) and “Hell” parts of the course, “which gave me
momentum for the final section”.

After her compatriot Dressen claimed downhill vic-
tory in the men’s race seven days ago on the tricky
Kandahar course, this is the first time two Germans
have won in Garmisch since 2010.

‘EXTREMELY COOL’ 
It’s been a decade since Maria Hoefl-Riesch won

the women’s downhill and Felix Neureuther won the
men’s slalom in the same season. Dressen’s win the
week before “was certainly a big inspiration”, said

Rebensburg. “I saw what it means to win a home race
and how special it is.” In the absence of overall World
Cup leader Mikaela Shiffrin, who’s father died last
week, only four skiers managed to finish within a sec-
ond of Rebensburg.

Swiss Corinne Suter, the overall downhill leader,
was fifth at 0.98 while Austria’s Stephanie Venier, the
2019 downhill winner in Garmisch, also struggled and
finished 12th at 1.92sec. This was Rebensburg’s 19th
career World Cup victory yet only her first downhill
triumph after 14 giant slalom and four super-G wins.

“It’s really incredible to have now won in all three
disciplines in which I race,” she said. “It’s extremely
cool that it worked.” This is her second World Cup
win of the season having won the super-G race in
Lake Louise last December. Brignone, who is now 190
points behind Shiffrin at second in the overall World
Cup standings, knew exactly where she lost time to
Rebensburg. “I didn’t take the first big turn on the flat
well and that’s where I lost a lot of time,” admitted
Brignone. The 29-year-old has good memories of
Garmisch, having taken giant slalom silver on the
Kandahar at the 2011 world championships.

She also won the junior world combined title there
in 2009. “I really like the snow, I always feel good rac-
ing here, especially in super-G,” she added with one
eye today’s race. Ledecka joked that her podium plac-
ing was down to her pre-race breakfast, a fortnight
after bombing on her last downhill race when she fin-
ished 32nd in Bansko. “I had scrambled eggs, which
weren’t on offer in Bulgaria, so that was the main dif-
ference,” joked the 24-year-old, who is also a reigning
snowboard Olympic champion in parallel giant slalom.

“I’ll see how it goes for tomorrow now,” she added
before Sunday’s super-G, the discipline in which she is
the reigning Olympic champion. — AFP

KUWAIT: Al Sayer extended its partnership for the
2nd year with the BeInspired Series as gold sponsor
to facilitate an exciting run for all marathon enthusi-
asts in Kuwait. On Saturday, February 1, more than
500 participants across several age groups regardless
the gender joined the 7.2 KM human endurance chal-
lenge to reinforce their healthy and active lifestyle. 

Al Sayer senior management and employees also
participated in the event. special category members
who is suffering with hearing and speech impairments,
but with high athletic capabilities we also invited to
the event to spread the message of care and wellness.  

BeInspired marathon is one of the favorites for
Kuwaiti community because of its start and finish points
at the impressive Murouj complex, the race followed
through the lush green backdrop of the Sahara Golf and
Equestrian club to make the run energetic and refresh-
ing, also secure for family and friendly to cheer along. To
make the event more memorable, we engaged partici-
pants & visitors through a photo kiosk to make their
participation picture along with race kits and medal. 

According to Nehad Al Haj Ali, Deputy Group
Manager Corporate Excellence “For ALSAYER
‘WellBeing’ is a key pillar of our sustainability vision

to address overall wellness of our people and commu-
nity. In order to bring a positive change for our
employees, customers, society and stakeholders,
ALSAYER is spreading the spirit of “Start Your
Impossible” through this challenging event to ensure
the participants and associates are taking that extra
leap to surpass what they perceive as impossible.”  

Advanced Researchers at Barts and University
College London say that humans are evolving with
greater endurance capabilities, but the inactive
lifestyle often develops health issues. Events like
marathon improves the health of a runner’s arteries

that reduces the risk of heart attacks and strokes.
Moreover, an active lifestyle helps to fight against
increased obese among youth and adults which is a
matter of concern in Kuwait. 

Save the Date - Al Sayer invites participants across
Kuwait in advance to join the thrilling BeInspired
Mud/Obstacle 5KM Run on Saturday, 14 March 2020.
We are confident such initiatives to bring long going
positive impact on our society and lives of people by
promoting the importance of sports activities to cre-
ate even more productive community. 

S p o r t s Sunday, February 9, 2020
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Rebensburg masters ‘hell’ to win
women’s downhill in Garmisch

Italy’s Brignone was second with Ledecka of Czech Republic third 

GARMISCH-PARTENKIRCHEN: Germany’s Viktoria Rebensburg celebrates with team mates during the winner’s cere-
mony of the FIS Alpine Women Skiing World Cup in Garmisch-Partenkirchen, southern Germany, yesterday. — AFP

Last-minute goal 
lifts Wild over 
Dallas Stars
DALLAS: Minnesota’s Joel Eriksson Ek
scored the second of his two goals with 25.7
seconds left in regulation, and the visiting
Wild beat the Dallas Stars 3-2 on Friday
night. After a big battle on the end boards
behind Dallas goalie Ben Bishop, Eriksson
Ek collected a miss by Jonas Brodin and
wrapped the puck around past Bishop for
the game-winning tally. Minnesota rebound-
ed from a 2-0 deficit to beat the Stars for
the third time in four meetings and win the
season series. Ryan Donato scored, Devan
Dubnyk stopped 31 shots and the Wild won
their third straight and sixth of their last
eight. Joe Pavelski tallied on the power play,
Denis Gurianov added a goal and Bishop
made 27 saves and also contributed his sec-
ond assist this season on Gurianov’s tally.

MAPLE LEAFS 5, DUCKS 4 (OT)
John Tavares scored his second goal of

the game at 4:53 of overtime, and Toronto
defeated visiting Anaheim. Tavares, who also
had an assist, netted his 22nd goal of the
season on a tip-in of a shot by Mitchell
Marner during a power play. Auston
Matthews had a goal and three assists, and
Andreas Johnsson and Jason Spezza each
added a goal for Toronto. Marner had three
assists. Goaltender Jack Campbell stopped
26 shots in his first start for Toronto after he
was acquired in a Wednesday trade with the
Los Angeles Kings. Nicolas Deslauriers,
Max Jones, Adam Henrique and Derek Grant

scored for the Ducks, who twice tied the
game in the third period. Cam Fowler had
two assists for Anaheim, and Henrique also
had an assist. Ryan Miller made 29 saves.

BLUE JACKETS 2, RED WINGS 0
Elvis Merzlikins recorded his fifth shutout

in eight games, Zach Werenski scored in the
second period, and streaking Columbus stifled
visiting Detroit. Merzlikins became the first
rookie goaltender to record five shutouts in
an eight-game span since Frank Brimsek in
1938. He needed to make only 16 stops against
the Wings. The Blue Jackets are 9-0-1 over
the last 10 games and have recorded at least
one point in 18 consecutive games against
Eastern Conference opponents. Werenski’s 17
goals are an NHL high for a defenseman this
season. He also scored the only goal in
Columbus’ last game, a 1-0 overtime win over
the Florida Panthers on Tuesday. Boone
Jenner scored the other goal for the Blue
Jackets into a vacated net.

SABRES 3, RANGERS 2
Carter Hutton made 37 saves while Jimmy

Vesey collected a goal and an assist against
his former team as Buffalo held on for a vic-
tory at New York. The Sabres beat the
Rangers for only the second time in the past
nine meetings and also won for the second
time in their past seven contests overall (2-
4-1). Buffalo rebounded from a 4-3 home
shootout loss to the league-worst Detroit
Red Wings on Thursday. — Reuters

Zemgus Girgensons and Sam Reinhart
scored in the first two periods for the
Sabres. Vesey, who spent the first three
seasons of his career with the Rangers, had
the secondary assist on Reinhart’s goal,
and Jack Eichel collected two assists. Mike
Zibanejad and Chris Kreider scored for the
Rangers. — Reuters

Al Sayer promotes spirit of start your impossible at ‘BeInspired Road Run 2020’

Matches on TV 
(Local Timings)

ENGLISH PREMIER LEAGUE
Sheffield United FC v Bournemouth FC          17:00
beIN Sports
Manchester City v West Ham United               19:30
beIN Sports 

SPANISH LEAGUE PRIMERA
RCD Espanyol v Real Mallorca                        14:00
beIN Sports 
Real Sociedad v Athletic de Bilbao                  16:00
beIN Sports HD 1
Osasuna v Real Madrid CF                               18:00
Celta de Vigo v Sevilla FC                                20:30
beIN Sports 
Real Betis v FC Barcelona                                23:00
beIN Sports 

ITALIAN CALCIO LEAGUE SERIE A
spal v US Sassuolo Calcio                                 14:30
beIN Sports 
Brescia v Udinese Calcio                                  17:00
beIN Sports 
SSC Napoli v US Lecce                                    17:00
beIN Sports 
Genoa CFC v Cagliari Calcio                            7:00
beIN Sports 
Parma Calcio 1913 v SS Lazio                           20:00
beIN Sports HD 4
Internazionale Milano v AC Milan                   22:45
beIN Sports HD 4

GERMAN BUNDESLIGA
Borussia Monchengladbach v FC Koln            17:30
beIN Sports
Bayern Munich v RB Leipzig                            20:00
beIN Sports HD 5

FRENCH LEAGUE
Montpellier HSC v Saint Etienne                     17:00
beIN Sports 
RC Strasbourg v Stade Reims                          19:00
beIN Sports 
Paris Saint-Germain v Olympique Lyonnais    23:00
beIN Sports

PARIS: A tearful Naomi Osaka fol-
lowed up her Australian Open disap-
pointment with another surprise defeat
on Friday when she was beaten 6-0, 6-
3 by world number 78 Sara Sorribes
Tormo in the Fed Cup. Spain took an
unexpected lead over Japan in the tie in
Cartagena after Sorribes Tormo capi-
talised on a careless performance from
Osaka, who made an astonishing 50
unforced errors in the 15 games. 

Carla Suarez Navarro then made it
2-0 to the hosts after she eased past
Misaki Doi 6-3, 6-4. Sorribes Tormo
enjoyed the backing of a sizeable home
crowd at La Manga Club and her con-
sistency proved too much for Osaka,
who has never played her best on clay. 

“We knew that Sara had the game
to make it very uncomfortable for
Naomi,” Spain captain Anabel Medina
Garrigues said. “She stuck to the game
plan perfectly.” The winners of the
eight qualifying ties will join four auto-
matic entries, holders France, Australia,
Czech Republic and hosts Hungary, in
the inaugural Fed Cup Finals in
Budapest in April. 

Osaka, a two-time Grand Slam
champion, has endured a shaky start to
the year after being knocked out by
15-year-old American sensation Coco
Gauff last month in Melbourne, where
she had lifted the trophy in 2019.

Since claiming her second consecu-
tive major triumph, Osaka has dipped,
failing to go past the fourth round in

any of the four Grand Slams since. The
22-year-old, who has dropped to num-
ber 10 in the world, surrendered the
first set to Sorribes Tormo in a swift 27
minutes before putting up more of a
fight in the second. 

But after Osaka led 2-0, Sorribes
Tormo came back and a break midway
through proved decisive, with a clearly
disappointed Osaka struggling to con-
tain her emotions at the finish. Sorribes
Tormo’s second career singles win in
Fed Cup gave Spain the perfect start,
which was extended by Suarez
Navarro’s comfortable victory over
Doi. Osaka will now have to beat
Suarez Navarro in the reverse singles
today to prevent Spain booking their
place in the finals in Budapest.

The United States were well on their
way to an appearance in the finals after
victories for 23-time Grand Slam win-
ner Serena Williams and newly minted
Australian Open champion Sofia Kenin.

Kenin got the ball rolling for the
Americans in Everett, Washington, with
a 6-2, 6-2 victory over Anastasija
Sevastova and Williams followed with a
hard-fought 7-6 (7/4), 7-6 (7/3) win
over former French Open champion
Jelena Ostapenko. 

“I was obviously a little nervous
coming in after Australia,” said Kenin,
who needed just 68 minutes to subdue
Sevastova. “I felt tired, but I tried to get
that out of my mind and just represent
and do what I do best.” — AFP

Osaka shocked as Spain seize
Fed Cup lead over Japan


