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“Police, military commandos and sharp shooters are 

surrounding Terminal 21,” he said. The Thai Health 
Minister told reporters around 10 people were already 
in hospital in a “serious condition”.  

The bloodshed began yesterday afternoon when 
Jakrapanth shot three people - among them at least one 
soldier - at a nearby army barracks. “He stole an army 
vehicle and drove into the town centre,” police 
Lieutenant-Colonel Mongkol Kuptasiri. There the gun-
man used weapons stolen from the army arsenal to 
bring carnage to a town center, walking into the 
Terminal 21 mall. He “used a machine gun and shot 
innocent victims resulting in many injured and dead,” 
police spokesman Krissana Pattanacharoen said. 
Jakrapanth’s motive remains unclear.  

But he throughout the day he posted images of 
himself and wrote several posts on his Facebook page 
as the attack unfolded including “should I surrender?” 
and “no one can escape death”. In one Facebook 
video - since deleted - the assailant, wearing an army 
helmet, filmed from an open jeep saying, “I’m tired... I 

can’t pull my finger anymore” and making a trigger 
symbol with his hand. 

There were also photos of a man in a ski mask hold-
ing up a pistol. A Facebook spokesperson said “we have 
removed the gunman’s accounts from our services and 
will work around the clock to remove any violating 
content related to this attack as soon as we become 
aware of it”. 

A witness who was inside the mall before the 
attack told AFP the shopping center was thronging 
with shoppers on a long weekend. “There were loads 
of people at the mall today,” a 32-year-old from the 
city said, requesting anonymity. “I was pretty 
shocked when I found out because I just left the mall 
not long before.” Street lights below the shopping 
center were switched off as army and police units 
sealed off the Terminal 21 mall. 

The city - better known as Korat - is home to one of 
Thailand’s largest barracks in a country where the mili-
tary is enmeshed in politics and society. Thailand has 
one of the highest rates of gun ownership in the world. 
Several shootings at courthouses late last year renewed 
concern about gun violence in the Southeast Asian 
country. In another high-profile case, a two-year-old 
boy was among three people killed in Thailand when a 
masked gunman robbed a jewellery shop last month. 
Late last year two lawyers were shot dead by a clerk at 
a court in the east of the country during a hearing over 
a land dispute. — AFP 
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Vindman’s twin brother Yevgeny, also a lieutenant 

colonel who worked as an attorney in the NSC, was 
fired simultaneously, US media reported. 

Trump has described the impeachment process as a 
hoax, denying there was anything wrong in his push for 
Ukraine to open a politically embarrassing investigation 
into Democratic presidential candidate Joe Biden’s fam-
ily. On Friday, Trump told reporters that he wants 
Republicans to retake control of the lower house of 
Congress in the next election and to “expunge” his 
impeachment. When asked earlier Friday whether he 
wanted Vindman gone, Trump responded with a veiled 
threat. “I’m not happy with him,” he said. “You think I’m 
supposed to be happy with him?” Trump said. 

Pressman said there was “no question in the mind of 
any American” why Vindman had been ousted. “The 
truth has cost LTC Alexander Vindman his job, his 
career, and his privacy,” he said in a statement. “He 
served his country, even when doing so was fraught 
with danger and personal peril.” Pressman said this was 
why “the most powerful man in the world... decided to 
exact revenge.” 

Democratic Senator Ron Wyden echoed this, tweet-

ing that the two firings were “petty retaliation” carried 
out “for telling the truth”. There was also outrage from 
Biden, who interrupted a debate with other presidential 
hopefuls in New Hampshire to encourage the audience 
onto its feet in honor of Vindman. 

Vindman served as director of European affairs on 
the National Security Council, with responsibility for 
Ukraine. Crucially, he was present during a July 25 
phone call during which Trump asked Ukrainian 
President Volodymyr Zelensky to open an investiga-
tion into Biden. House Democrats argued that the call 
was part of a plot to coerce a foreign ally into help-
ing him ruin Biden’s chances in November’s presi-
dential election. 

Subpoenaed by Congress to testify at the House 
impeachment hearings, the Ukrainian-born Vindman 
gave damning evidence. “It is improper for the presi-
dent of the United States to demand a foreign govern-
ment investigate a US citizen and a political opponent,” 
Vindman said in testimony that riveted television view-
ers. Sondland told lawmakers he followed the presi-
dent’s orders in seeking a “quid pro quo” deal for 
Ukraine to investigate Biden in exchange for getting 
Zelensky a coveted White House visit. 

Sondland said Trump’s personal lawyer Rudy 
Giuliani led the effort at Trump’s direction to pressure 
Zelensky for the investigation and that top officials in 
the White House and State Department knew about it. 
That testimony helped build the case leading to Trump 
becoming only the third president ever impeached by 
Congress, before his acquittal this week. —AFP 

Trump ousts  
impeachment...

An Indian Muslim bride takes a selfie with her mobile phone as she participates in an ‘All Religion Mass Wedding’ ceremony at Sabarmati Riverfront in Ahmedabad on yesterday. — AFP 

Continued from Page 1 
 
 authorities, and avoid crowded places and shopping 

malls. A 60-year-old US citizen diagnosed with the 
virus died on Thursday in Wuhan, the city at the epi-
center of the health emergency, according to the US 
embassy, which did not provide more details about the 
person. China’s foreign ministry said in a statement to 
AFP that the victim was a US citizen of Chinese origin. 
A Japanese man in his 60s with a suspected coron-
avirus infection also died in hospital in Wuhan, the 
Japanese foreign ministry said, adding that it was “diffi-
cult” to confirm if he had the illness. 

The only fatalities outside the mainland were a 
Chinese man in the Philippines and a 39-year-old man 
in Hong Kong. Nearly 35,000 people have been infect-
ed by the new strain, which is believed to have emerged 
in a market selling wild animals in Wuhan last year 
before spreading across China. The epidemic has 
prompted the government to lock down cities home to 
tens of millions of people, as anger mounts over its han-
dling of the crisis, especially after a whistleblowing 
doctor fell victim to the virus. 

Vice Premier Sun Chunlan, on a visit to quarantined 
Wuhan this week, instructed officials to take a 
“wartime” approach as they implement drastic meas-
ures that include combing the city for feverish resi-
dents. With panic spiralling around the globe - more 
than 320 cases have emerged in nearly 30 other coun-
tries - researchers are racing to find treatments and a 
vaccine to fight the virus. While the World Health 
Organization is set to give the disease a name within 
days, China’s National Health Commission said it 
would temporarily call it “novel coronavirus pneumo-
nia”, or NCP. 

Hong Kong began enforcing a two-week quarantine 
for anyone arriving from mainland China, under threat 
of both fines and jail terms. Most people will be able to 

be quarantined at home or in hotels but they will face 
daily phone calls and spot checks. The financial hub has 
25 confirmed cases with one patient who died earlier 
this week. 

The virus has revived memories of the SARS out-
break that killed 299 in the semi-autonomous city, 
leaving profound psychological scars and saddling 
residents with a deep distrust of authorities in Beijing 
who initially covered up the outbreak. In the last 
week, Hong Kong has been hit by a wave of panic-
buying with supermarket shelves frequently emptied 
of staple goods such as toilet paper, hand sanitizer, 
rice and pasta. 

Similar scenes were seen in Singapore yesterdayas 
shoppers cleared grocery store shelves after the city-
state, which has 33 confirmed cases, raised its alert level 
over the virus. China has expanded its own measures 
far from the epicenter, with cities hundreds of kilome-
ters from Hubei telling residents that only one person 
per household can leave the house every two days to 
buy supplies. Yesterday, Shanghai became the latest 
jurisdiction to order residents to wear masks in public 
places, warning that those who don’t cooperate will be 
“seriously” dealt with according to the law.  

Anger over the government’s handling of the health 
emergency erupted on social media on Friday after the 
death of a Wuhan doctor who was silenced by police 
after he had raised the alarm about the emerging virus 
threat in December. The government responded by 
sending its anti-graft body to Wuhan to launch an 
investigation after the death of Li Wenliang, an oph-
thalmologist who contracted the disease while treating 
a patient. 

Other governments around the world have hardened 
their defenses, with several countries banning arrivals 
from China while major airlines have suspended flights. 
New cases emerged abroad, with five British nationals, 
including a child, testing positive for the virus after 
staying at the same ski chalet in France. Asian cruise 
ships have become a focal point. Sixty-four people on 
board the Diamond Princess off Japan’s coast have 
tested positive and passengers aboard the ship have 
been asked to stay inside their cabins to prevent new 
infections. — Agencies  

Kuwaitis urged 
to avoid travel...

WASHINGTON: When it was over, the impeach-
ment of US President Donald Trump produced 135 
days of partisan rancor, 17 witness accounts, more 
than 28,000 pages of documents and testimony, 
and one big loose end. The impeachment inquiry 
provided a remarkable inside view of a White 
House effort to secure politically beneficial investi-
gations by Ukraine’s government at a time when 
Trump is seeking re-election. But - whether one 
ascribes the shortcoming to Democrats’ haste in 
their investigation or Trump’s recalcitrance - it 
yielded little direct evidence of what happened 
inside the Oval Office itself. 

The Democratic-controlled US House of 
Representatives voted to impeach Trump in 
December without hearing from the aides who dealt 
with him directly, after Trump directed officials not to 
cooperate with the inquiry. The US Senate acquitted 
him on Wednesday without hearing from them either. 

In public and closed-door testimony, White House 
aides detailed an effort to withhold nearly $400 mil-
lion in security aid and a coveted White House visit 
unless Ukrainian officials announced the investiga-
tions Trump sought into his Democratic political rival, 
Joe Biden, and his son, Hunter Biden. That exchange 
was at the center of the House charge that Trump 
abused his power for political benefit. But because 
almost none of the aides who testified had spoken to 
the president about the issue, their accounts left one 
central question largely unanswered: What did 
Trump himself do? 

Trump’s former national security adviser, John 
Bolton, appeared last week to be on the cusp of sup-
plying an answer when The New York Times report-
ed he had written a book claiming that Trump told 
him he would not restore security aid to Ukraine 
until it launched the investigations he wanted. Bolton 

said he would testify if the Senate subpoenaed him. 
In his as-yet-unpublished manuscript, Bolton said 

Trump discussed the aid freeze with him in August, 
more than a month after it began. That account 
appeared to leave unanswered how and why Trump 
ordered the aid frozen in the first place, why it was 
ultimately restored and how closely Trump associat-
ed benefits to Ukraine with political favors. 

“We have demonstrated, we believe, that the 
scheme was entirely corrupt,” said Representative 
Adam Schiff, the head of the group of House 
Democrats who prosecuted Trump. But he told 
senators: “If you have any question about that, ask 
John Bolton.” 

In the end, Trump’s fellow Republicans in the 
Republican-controlled Senate suggested the answer 
did not really matter. Whatever Trump’s involvement, 
several senators said, the pressure campaign was not 
the type of wrongdoing for which they were willing 
to remove a president from office for the first time in 
US history. 

“While we can debate the president’s judgment 
when it comes to his dealings with Ukraine, or even 
conclude that his actions were inappropriate, the 
House’s vague and overreaching impeachment 
charges do not meet the high bar set by the founders 
for removal from office,” said Senator John Thune. 
Senators also acquitted Trump of a related charge of 
obstructing the House impeachment investigation. 

The conclusion of Trump’s trial offered a sharp 
contrast to previous impeachment trials, which all 
have led to acquittal but left little doubt about what 
the president did or why. The last time senators put a 
president on trial - Bill Clinton in 1999 - lawmakers 
extracted a detailed, even lurid, account of his sexual 
relationship with a White House intern and the cov-
er-up that followed. — Reuters 

In Trump impeachment, 4 months,  
28,000 pages and one loose end


