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Greece aims to 
outflank Turkey 
in Mediterranean
ATHENS: Greece has sought to bolster i ts
Mediterranean presence in recent weeks in
response to heightened tension with Turkey,
ramping up its meanoeuvres but sparking accu-
sations of adventurism at home. Over the past
month, Prime Minister Kyriakos Mitsotakis has
revamped a defence agreement with the United
States, sent a warship to join a French naval bat-
tle group and will deliver defensive missiles to
Saudi Arabia. The latest flurry has exposed the
recently elected, US-educated prime minister to
accusations of “adventurism” in a particularly
volatile Middle East.

“You are embroiling the country in adventures
that lie beyond its capacity and change decades-
old foreign policy,” leftist former PM Alexis
Tsipras told Mitsotakis last month. Mitsotakis,
who became prime minister in July, has shrugged
off the crit icism as short-sighted. “We are
strengthening the framework of our strategic
alliances, not just with the US... our military coop-
eration (with France) has never been better,” he
told lawmakers in January as parliament prepared
to approve the US defense deal.

A few days earlier, a Greek warship had joined
the French aircraft carrier Charles de Gaulle,
whose battle group is on a mission against
Islamic State in Iraq and Syria. According to
diplomats, France has encouraged Greece to be
more “autonomous” and play a more active role
in EU defense initiatives. And after a decade-
long debt crisis that saw Greek arms spending
drop by over 70 percent, the Mitsotakis govern-
ment wants to be heard, says Spyridon Litsas,
professor of  international  relat ions at  the
University of Macedonia.

‘Idle is risky’ 
“Being idle during these days of high volatility

is equally risky and has nothing substantially to
offer to Greece’s attempt to achieve a return to
international politics after the economic crisis of
2010,” he says. Greek relations in Turkey-never
particularly warm-have taken a turn for the
worse in recent months under the added burden
of migration and an energy exploration scramble
in the eastern Mediterranean. Right now, “France
is the ideal Greek ally”, Panagiotis Tsakonas, a
professor of  international  law at  Athens
University, told AFP.

“The two countries share views on the situa-
tion in the eastern Mediterranean,” he said, citing
involvement of French firms in energy exploration
off Cyprus, historically Greece’s chief ally. Turkey
has pushed ahead with dri l l ing activity in
Cyprus’s designated exclusive economic zone
(EEZ) despite EU threats of sanctions. Greece last
month signed an agreement with Cyprus and
Israel on EastMed, a huge pipeline project to ship
gas to Europe. The rivalry has extended to Libya.

Turkey signed a maritime and military coop-
eration memorandum with the Tripoli-based
Government  of  Nat ional  Accord (GNA) in
November, carving out  energy spheres  of
influence in the Mediterranean at the expense
of Greece. Athens retaliated by expelling the
GNA ambassador and by seeking to build ties
with Khalifa Haftar, a general based in the east
who controls three-quarters of Libyan territo-
ry. Other Middle Eastern states wooed by
Athens-the United Arab Emirates, Saudi Arabia
and Egypt-are foes of Turkey and back pro-
Haftar forces. —AFP

WASHINGTON: A federal appeals court on Friday
threw out a lawsuit brought by Democratic lawmakers
that accused Donald Trump of violating anti-corruption
provisions in the US Constitution with his business
dealings, capping a week of political victories for the
Republican president. A unanimous three-judge panel
of the US Court of Appeals for the District of Columbia
Circuit ruled that the more than 210 House of
Representatives and Senate Democrats lacked the
required legal standing to bring the case, reversing a
lower court judge’s decision that had allowed the case
to proceed.

Two days after being acquitted by the Senate in his
impeachment trial, Trump hailed the ruling as a “total
win,” telling reporters that “it
was another phony case.”
Elizabeth Wydra, a lawyer for
the lawmakers, said they were
disappointed in the decision
and were weighing their next
steps. Trump still faces two
similar lawsuits pending in
other courts that also accuse
him of violating the
Constitution’s rarely tested
“emoluments” clauses that
bar presidents from taking
gifts or payments from foreign and state governments.

The lawsuits all have focused on his ownership of
the Trump International Hotel in Washington, just
blocks from the White House. The hotel, opened by
Trump shortly before he was elected in 2016, has
become a favored lodging and event space for some
foreign and state officials visiting Washington. The rul-

ing came during a week of positives for Trump as he
seeks re-election on Nov 3. He previewed election
themes in his State of the Union address on Tuesday,
benefited from the chaotic aftermath of Monday’s
Democratic presidential nomination contest in Iowa,
and was given a lift by Friday’s strong jobs report.

Reuters/Ipsos polling shows that Trump’s approval
rating has been largely unchanged by impeachment,
with 42 percent of Americans approving of his per-
formance as president. Unlike past presidents, Trump -
a wealthy real estate developer-turned politician, has
retained ownership of his business interests while serv-
ing in the White House. The emoluments lawsuits have
accused him of making himself vulnerable to bribery by

foreign governments.
In the case dismissed on

Friday, the appeals court
decided that it was bound by
Supreme Court rulings that
have limited the ability of indi-
vidual members of Congress
to litigate questions that affect
the legislative branch as a
whole. The Democratic law-
makers “can, and likely will,
continue to use their weighty
voices to make their case to

the American people, their colleagues in the Congress
and the President himself,” the three-judge panel
wrote. “But we will not - indeed we cannot - participate
in this debate.”

One of the two other emoluments lawsuits against
Trump, brought by the Democratic attorneys general
for the District of Columbia and Maryland, is awaiting a

ruling by the Richmond, Virginia-based 4th US Circuit
Court of Appeals. The New York-based 2nd US Circuit
Court of Appeals last year revived the other emolu-
ments lawsuit, which was brought by a public interest

advocacy group, Citizens for Responsibility and Ethics
in Washington. At least one of those cases could end up
being decided by the US Supreme Court, according to
legal experts. —Reuters

Lawsuit focused on Trump hotel in downtown Washington

In another Trump win, court tosses 
Democrats’ suit over his businesses

Top hopefuls 
Buttigieg, Sanders 
under fire in 
Democratic debate 
MANCHESTER: White House hopefuls Bernie Sanders
and Pete Buttigieg-riding neck-and-neck in the polls
ahead of the next Democratic primary contest-come
under sustained attack on the debate stage from rivals
seeking to challenge Donald Trump in November.
Buttigieg, a former mayor of South Bend, Indiana who
at 38 is a fresh face on the national stage, defended
himself against charges of inexperience and, in a dig at
Sanders, urged Americans to elevate a nominee who
will “leave the politics of the past in the past.” 

The 78-year-old leftist Sanders, eyeing the moder-
ate Buttigieg as his possible chief adversary, aimed his
own shots at his far younger rival in the Manchester,
New Hampshire debate-casting him as the candidate of
Wall Street. “I don’t have 40 billionaires, Pete, con-
tributing to my campaign,” Sanders said.

Buttigieg and Sanders finished atop the pack earlier
this week in Iowa’s chaotic caucuses, and both hope to
renew the performance Tuesday in New Hampshire, as
the Democratic Party seeks to pick a challenger to
Trump in November. But Sanders, a veteran senator
calling for “political revolution,” was in the firing line
from several rivals, including former vice president and
fellow septuagenarian Joe Biden who branded his poli-
cies too radical to unite Americans.

The 77-year-old Biden, fighting to keep his White
House hopes alive after finishing an unnerving fourth in
Iowa, insisted liberal policies like Sanders’s flagship uni-
versal health care plan would be too divisive, expensive
and difficult to get through Congress. “How much is it
going to cost?” Biden asked about Sanders’s Medicare
for All bill which estimates the project would cost tens of
trillions of dollars. “Who do you think is going get that
passed” in Congress? Biden performed more aggressive-
ly than in previous showings, seizing a chance to argue
that today’s global tensions required an experienced

statesman to guide the nation out of a dark period.
Despite the Iowa setback he also made plain he still

views himself as best placed to mount a centrist chal-
lenge to the Republican Trump, who this week survived
an impeachment trial that did little to dent his electoral
support. A national unknown one year ago, Buttigieg
has run an ambitious campaign that resonated with vot-
ers who appreciate his articulate explanations of policy.
But rivals including Senator Amy Klobuchar argued
Buttigieg is an untested novice on the world stage.

“We have a newcomer in the White House, and look
where it got us,” she said in a gibe at both Buttigieg and
Trump. Buttigieg draws on his experience as a military
veteran to cast himself as a credible commander-in-chief.
And he advanced his central argument for generational
change as the best way to take on the nation’s tests. “The
biggest risk we could take at a time like this would be to
go up against the fundamentally new challenge by trying
to fall back on the familiar,” Buttigieg said.

‘Trump’s worst nightmare’ 
Also onstage in New Hampshire were Senator

Elizabeth Warren, entrepreneur Andrew Yang and bil-
lionaire activist Tom Steyer. Klobuchar, a pragmatist
from Minnesota, put in a forceful performance as she
voiced her opposition to Sanders and Warren, arguing
their liberal plans would only divide voters. “Truthfully,
Donald Trump’s worst nightmare is a candidate that
will bring people in from the middle,” she said.

While Biden held his own, he acknowledged he
was fighting an uphill battle in the first two voting
states. “I took the hit in Iowa and I’ll probably take it
here,” he said, in apparent recognition that Sanders is
likely to win New Hampshire, which borders his home
state of Vermont. Democratic tensions have simmered
as the party struggles to decide whether to take
incremental progressive steps or a more radical turn
as proposed by self-declared democratic socialist
Sanders. —AFP

MANCHESTER: (From left) Democratic presidential hopefuls former Mayor of South Bend, Indiana, Pete Buttigieg,
Massachusetts Senator Elizabeth Warren, former Vice President Joe Biden and Vermont Senator Bernie Sanders
gesture during the eighth Democratic primary debate of the 2020 presidential campaign season. —AFP

Ireland starts 
vote in ‘three 
horse race’ to 
form a government
DUBLIN: Ireland began voting in a general
election yesterday, with Prime Minister Leo
Varadkar hoping to secure a new term on the
back of Brexit but voters likely to judge him
more on his domestic record. Polls opened
across the country at 0700 GMT, although a
small number of islands off the west coast
voted on Friday to allow for rough seas that
could disrupt the transport of ballots by boat.
Some 3.3 million people are eligible to vote
to elect 159 members of the Dail, the lower
chamber of parliament in Dublin.

A ‘Brexit election’ 
Varadkar’s Fine Gael party has been in

power since 2016 but polling suggests they
are trailing centre-right rivals Fianna Fail
and republicans Sinn Fein. On Monday, Sinn
Fein - the former political wing of the IRA
paramilitary group - were out in front on 25
percent, with Fianna Fail on 23 percent and
Fine Gael on 20 percent. “This election is
wide open,” Varadkar said at his final cam-
paign stop in the western town of Ennis on
Friday. “It’s a three horse race, three parties,
all within shouting distance of each other,” 

Varadkar launched his campaign after

successfully helping to broker a deal cush-
ioning Britain’s EU exit on January 31 by
avoiding a hard border with British-run
Northern Ireland. An open frontier was a
key requirement of the 1998 peace agree-
ment that largely ended three decades of
violence over British rule in the north,
which left more than 3,000 dead. Varadkar
has warned voters that Brexit is “not done
yet”, as London prepares for talks with
Brussels to secure a longer-term trade deal
in record time before the end of this year.
Failure to do so could present an “existen-
tial threat” to the Irish economy, he said.

But experts suggest he may have mis-
calculated the public mood with surveys
indicating Brexit was a low concern among
the electorate.  Other parties have ham-
mered Fine Gael over failings in health care,
housing and homelessness. Varadkar
acknowledged he understood that on
Friday. “You want us over the next three
years to focus on issues like health and
housing with the same passion and intensi-
ty that we’ve focused on Brexit in the past
three years,” he said.

Varadkar is Ireland’s first mixed race and
openly gay premier who has come to repre-
sent a more socially progressive Ireland
after years of dominance by the Roman
Catholic church. But despite Brexit, and
landmark votes to overturn strict abortion
laws and introduce same-sex marriage,
some predict he could be on his way out.
“Varadkar is young, he’s gay, he looks like
part of the new Ireland,” Eunan O’Halpin, of
Trinity College Dublin said. “Yet his personal

popularity appears to have dipped, and that
of his party has dipped very significantly.”

Negotiations 
Polls close at 2200 GMT and votes start

being counted at 0900 GMT today. A
three-way race led by left-wing Sinn Fein is
a new dynamic for the Republic, where
governments have been historically domi-
nated by Fine Gael and Fianna Fail. Since
2016 Fianna Fail have propped up Fine
Gael in government with a confidence and
supply arrangement that could implicate

them in the perceived failings of the gov-
ernment. “(Young people) blame the cur-
rent government and coalition of parties in
government for this mess,” said O’Halpin
about the housing shortage.

Despite its opinion poll lead, Sinn Fein-
which wants to unite Northern Ireland with
the Republic-is only fielding 42 candidates
and cannot form a majority government
even if they all win. Both Varadkar and
Fianna Fail leader Micheal Martin are
adamant they will not form a coalition with
Mary Lou McDonald’s party. —AFP

DUBLIN: Ireland’s Prime Minister and leader of the Fine Gael party Leo Varadkar
casts his vote at a polling station in Castleknock, Dublin yesterday.  —AFP
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WASHINGTON: US President Donald Trump walks from Marine One on the South Lawn of the White House
in Washington, DC. —AFP


