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The forgery of citizenship is a complicated,
thorny and embarrassing issue for individuals
and the government, especially in cases

where the forger’s death has occurred, making it
difficult to hold his children accountable for a crime
that was committed by their deceased father.

This difficult file was reopened with great
courage by Speaker of the National Assembly
Marzouq Al-Ghanem recently during a parliamen-
tary session. I can’t think of anyone who can dare to
carry out this mission now except for the speaker,
due to his status and the immunity he possesses. 

As soon as this issue was presented accompa-
nied by facts and figures, many citizens supported
his plea, because this issue will surely open the door
to other corruption cases that need to be exposed.
One of the first cases is the exploitation of public
funds at the expense of the state without any right.
Just as forgery is a crime punishable by law, silence
is a devil.

Therefore, it is imperative to support the
demands of the speaker to reveal the facts in this
file. It is natural that there are those who fear even
talking about the topic because it will disclose some
names who could be known to the public, and some
who would rather stay in the dark to benefit from
privileges they do not deserve.

There is a good and excellent suggestion from
Ghanem to establish an authority for nationality,
whose task will be to follow up the regulations of
acquiring Kuwaiti nationality and uncovering cases
of fraud. I believe it is about time.  

During the speech by the speaker on the issue of
citizenship forgery, he presented the case of a
female forger, and frankly, it was a strange and mali-
cious story. Like other citizens, we were very
touched to learn about this “forged” ghost lady who
had two characters and one image. I hope Ghanem
will complete his national role to present the full
details of the truth, because it is not only a case of
fraud, but selling and manipulating national identity.

In recent years, a number of persons who were
involved in citizenship fraud have been referred to
the judiciary because they obtained Kuwaiti citizen-
ship by manipulation to benefit from residential
care, employment and education.

Another key file is the bedoon issue, because it is
necessary to differentiate between those who
deserve Kuwaiti nationality and those who do not.
Some bedoons have sacrificed their lives for Kuwait,
while some hide their nationality in order to obtain
citizenship privileges. This is a serious matter that
affects loyalty to the country and its future demo-
graphics, so revealing the facts about this file is
essential.

I believe that the demand to maintain Kuwaiti
identity is not an electoral matter, but a national
appeal to protect the country from exploitation and
greed from those who want to convert the honor of
Kuwaiti nationality into a commodity to sell, and
that is why we should not be lenient with those
involved in such crimes.

A big thank you to the speaker of the National
Assembly, because we really need to focus on such
issues to protect Kuwait’s future.
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local spotlight

KUWAIT: Kuwait continued last week its humanitarian
approach by providing quality relief work with aim of
alleviating suffering of the needy and assisting societies
in restoring normal life in various sectors. Kuwait
focused during the week on alleviating plight of the
Yemeni people, providing substantial relief supplies for
those affected by the current crisis, in addition to pro-
viding humanitarian assistance within the ‘Winter 2020
Project’ campaign in Tunisia. In this regard, Yemeni offi-
cials opened in Aden a free medical camp for children
with birth defects and a mobile medical vehicle project
funded by Al-Rahma (Mercy) International Charity as
part of the ‘Kuwait by Your Side’ campaign that has been
proceeding for years.

“The ‘Smile II Camp’ aims to perform 50 surgeries to
correct the cleft lip and palate dome in children with
congenital anomalies,” said the Communication for
Human Development Foundation implementing the two
projects in a statement. “The camp includes conducting
free checks and surgeries and providing the necessary
treatment. It will last for a week in Al-Nahdha dispensa-
ry in the Mansoura city in Aden,” the statement added. It
pointed out that the second project includes five mobile
medical vehicles equipped with all field medical equip-
ment in the fields of ophthalmology, dental, emergency
services and health care. During the inauguration cere-
mony, First Deputy Governor of Aden Mohammad Al-
Shazly expressed, in a press statement, deep gratitude
and appreciation to Kuwait, namely His Highness the
Amir, the Government and people for the generous and
continuous support and quality projects they execute in
Yemen and in Aden in particular. Meanwhile, Director-
General of the Communication Foundation Raed Ibrahim
said the qualitative interventions carried out by Al-
Rahma International come from a careful study of the

Kuwait continues humanitarian relief
contributions towards the needy

Kuwaiti charity sets up mobile clinics in Yemen

needs and priorities in the health sector. He pointed out
that the launch of these projects is coordinated and fully
supervised by the Yemeni Ministry of Public Health and
Population and its offices in the targeted governorates.

In Tunisia, the International Islamic Charitable
Organization, in cooperation with the Kuwaiti Embassy
and the Tunisian Merhma Association, distributed food,
blankets and winter clothes to over 500 families in the
northwest of the capital Tunis. Kuwaiti Ambassador to
Tunisia Ali Al-Dhafiri said this humanitarian aid comes
within the ‘Winter 2020 Project’ campaign, which cov-
ered three states; Jendouba, Kef and Kasserine. He noted
that the Kuwaiti International Islamic Charitable
Organization has contributed with more than $50,000,
praising the role of Kuwaiti charitable and humanitarian
institutions in promoting bilateral relations and assisting
brothers in Tunisia and other friendly countries.
Meanwhile, Tunisian Ambassador to Kuwait Ahmad bin
Al-Sagheer said speed of the Kuwait Red Crescent in
providing aid to the affected peoples comes to comple-
ment the humanitarian role of Kuwait and emanates from
a sense of the humanitarian duty to assist the countries
and peoples affected by disasters.

Following a meeting with the Chairman of the Kuwait
Red Crescent Society Dr Hilal Al-Sayer, bin Al-Sagheer
praised the association’s efforts and what it has provided
over the past years and continues to provide, namely
various humanitarian and relief assistance to countries
that have been stricken with disasters. In the meantime,

Sayer stressed that the association continues to play its
humanitarian role and duty in providing relief to the

afflicted peoples, participating in every international
effort to alleviate suffering of these peoples. —KUNA

A ‘mobile ophthalmology clinic’ vehicle funded by Kuwait’s Al-Rahma
International Charity providing medical care for patients in Yemen.

Doctors inside the mobile clinic. 

Kuwaiti Ambassador to Tunisia Ali Al-Dhafiri distributes aid as part of the ‘Winter 2020 Project’
campaign.

Gulf Bank launches
‘Sawaed Al-Khaleej’
volunteer group
KUWAIT: Gulf Bank has
launched ‘Sawaed Al-
Khaleej,’ an internal volun-
teer program bringing
together Gulf Bank
employees from various
departments for a variety
of good causes. The pro-
gram aims to reinforce Gulf
Bank’s commitment to its
Corporate Social
Responsibility program by
strengthening the bank’s
community outreach initia-
tives, including internal and
external events within the
local community. Some of these initiatives include
beach cleanups, food distributions in Ramadan, sup-
porting Gulf Bank 642 Marathon and representing the
bank during Qout Market. 

Sawaed Al-Khaleej currently includes members
from multiple different departments and units within
the Bank and includes several executives. As part of
the volunteer program, al l  members receive
Emergency First Response training (EFR
Certification) to prepare them for emergency situa-
tions. The course covers essential required skills for
emergency situations such as CPR, Heimlich maneu-
ver, First-aid for adults and children. 

Commenting on the internal volunteering program,
Gulf Bank’s General Manager of Human Resources,

Salma Al-Hajjaj, said: “The Sawaed Al-Khaleej volun-
teer program reflects a long-standing culture at Gulf
Bank, which has long encouraged its employees to
volunteer in the hopes of giving back to their local
communities. Today we are officially launching
Sawaed Al-Khaleej to be a destination for all Gulf
Bank employees seeking to get involved in the local
outreach program through a variety of CSR initiatives
that we organize throughout the year.”

It is worth noting that Gulf Bank is the largest local
supporter of INJAZ Kuwait. INJAZ Kuwait is a non-

profit, non-governmental organization for education
workforce readiness, financial literacy, and entrepre-
neurship that aims to train and prepare local youth
for the strategic economic challenges facing the
region. Gulf Bank has sponsored numerous educa-
tional and entrepreneurial courses for high school
students across both the public and private sectors,
as well as college students. Last year, more than 282
Gulf Bank employees volunteered in several schools
and universities across Kuwait, inspiring over 3,275
students.

KUWAIT: The ‘Sawaed Al-Khaleej’ team in a group photo.
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Ooredoo 
sponsors ‘Made 
in Qatar 2020’
KUWAIT: Ooredoo Kuwait is officially announced
as the Telecom Sponsor for the upcoming ‘Made in
Qatar 2020’ exhibition which will be held in Kuwait
from February 19 to February 22, 2020. The 3rd edi-
tion of this exhibition to be organized outside the
State of Qatar will be held on an area of 10,000
sqm at the Kuwait International Fairground with the
participation of over 220 companies and factories
from Qatar.

Commenting on the sponsorship, Ooredoo Kuwait
CEO Sheikh Mohamed bin Abdulla Al Thani said that
the exhibition represents a special event that will take
place in a special joyful month in the country where
Kuwait celebrates the National Days throughout. 

“This exhibition demonstrates the close brotherly
relationships between Qatar and Kuwait and we are
pleased to participate in one of the largest events in
the Gulf region. This platform brings together innova-
tions and high technologies of Qatari companies and

factories under one umbrella in the state of Kuwait,”
said Al Thani.

Al Thani pointed out that the exhibition offers a
good opportunity for Kuwaiti community and young
businessmen to meet with Qatari manufacturers, busi-
nessmen and investors to learn more about Qatar’s var-
ious industries. “The exhibition provides an optimal
platform for both parties to review establishing new
alliances and partnerships that help enhance Qatari
industries, particularly those that depend on modern
technologies,” he added. Stressing the company’s role
in social responsibility, Al Thani said that Ooredoo’s
participation in the exhibition “emphasized our social
responsibility strategy that is based on many values
including communicating with all segments of the soci-
ety, caring for them and enriching their digital lives, as
well as manage all the challenges that might hinder the
progress of our societies.”

Meanwhile, Qatar Chamber Director-General Saleh
bin Hamad Al-Sharqi praised the Ooredoo Kuwait’s
participation in the exhibition, assuring that the compa-
ny’s sponsorship affirmed its interest to support coop-
eration ties between Qatari and Kuwaiti companies and
create an appropriate climate for mutual and joint
investments. He also said that the private sector in both
countries are very close, assuring that this convergence
opens the door for more partnerships, alliances and

transaction between exhibiting and Kuwaiti companies.
The exhibition, which is organized by the Qatar

Chamber in cooperation with the Ministry of
Commerce and Industry, Qatar Development Bank as
strategic partner and in coordination with the Kuwait
Chamber of Commerce and Industry, aims to foster
cooperation and exchange expertise between Qatari
and Kuwaiti companies. It also helps inform the Kuwaiti
business community on Qatari products and open new
external markets for Qatari large and small industries.
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