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Ghanem rejects Trump Mideast  
peace plan, dumps it in dustbin

Top Jordan lawmaker sees Palestinian statehood as viable solution 
AMMAN: A Middle East peace plan pre-
sented by US President Donald Trump was 
“destined to die”, Kuwait’s top lawmaker said 
yesterday, adding it was met with near-unani-
mous disapproval from the international com-
munity. Peacemakers should work “seriously” 
towards genuine peace, which can only mean 
a full-fledged Palestinian state with Jerusalem 
as its capital, National Assembly Speaker 
Marzouq Al-Ghanem said during an extraor-
dinary meeting of the Arab Inter-
Parliamentary Union in Amman, where some 
20 Arab top lawmakers have gathered.  

He emphasized the Palestinians and the 
entire Arab region vehemently “reject” the US-
proposed peace plan, saying the Europeans 
share similar sentiments as well. The Arab 
world fully supports all efforts to achieve true 
peace in the Middle East, in which the rights of 
the Palestinians are fully protected, Kuwait’s 
top lawmaker underlined. “History, geography 
and demographics are not on the side of our 
enemies,” Ghanem said, promising that the 
reality that is the state of Palestine will come 
“sooner or later”, thanking Jordan for organiz-
ing the talks.  

Trump had suggested creating a 
Palestinian state as part of a Middle East 
peace plan with strict conditions allowing 
Israel to maintain control over West Bank set-
tlements. The plan drew the ire of the wider 
Arab region, with the Palestinians deeming it 
as largely biased towards Israel. Jordanian 
Parliament Speaker Atef Tarawneh said 
Palestinians will only accept a viable solution 

that envisages a Palestinian statehood on the 
June 4 border with its capital in Jerusalem. He 
warned that the US Middle East peace plan 
“confiscates the Palestinian people’s rights 
and undermines the  very foundations on 
which relevant international legitimacy reso-
lutions were based”.  

Palestinian Parliament Speaker Salim Al-
Zanoun addressed the gathering by calling 
on Arab countries to throw more weight 
behind the Palestinian people, including 

material, political and parliamentary backing, 
and to oppose the recently unveiled US 
move. He underscored that it is also essential 
to adopt resolutions that can ensure the 
inalienable rights of the Palestinian people 
and to put relevant international legitimacy 
resolutions in place. Zanoun also urged Arab 
parliaments and governments to work 
together as a united group to openly and 
emphatically turn down the US plan for the 
Middle East peace process. — KUNA  

Sheikh Ahmad Al-Sabah and Bader Al-Kharafi sign the MoU.

KUWAIT: As part of the joint collab-
oration between the Commercial Bank 
of Kuwait and Zain, the leading digital 
service provider in Kuwait, the two 
companies signed a memorandum of 
understanding (MoU) through which 
Zain will offer CBK the latest cloud 
solutions, data center services, and 
the most advanced security solutions 
to drive the bank’s digital transforma-
tion efforts.  

Zain Vice-Chairman and Group 
CEO Bader Nasser Al-Kharafi said: 

“We applaud CBK, a well-regarded 
and successful entity in Kuwait, for 
proactively assessing its transforma-
tion roadmap to digitization and are 
honored to enter this milestone MoU 
with them. Storing digital assets 
securely and efficiently is becoming a 
key differentiator to businesses in 
general, and financial services insti-
tutions in particular, and it is impor-
tant we have robust systems in place 
to be able to store, access, retrieve 
and restore data.” (See Page 11) 

BANGKOK: Dozens of terrified shoppers were evacu-
ated from a Thai mall early today as armed police said 
they had “taken control” of the ground floor of the 
complex from a gunman who killed at least 20 people. 
But authorities did not give any firm details on the 
whereabouts of the attacker - a junior army officer 
named Sergeant-Major Jakrapanth Thomma. There 
were fears the shooter could try to hide amongst the 
panicked crowds. Police from the Crime Supression 
Division urged fleeing shoppers to “raise their hands” 
and identify themselves on the ground floor “and 
authorities will evacuate you”. 

Earlier Jakrapanth relayed his shooting spree 
through Facebook posts which charted the attack from 
an army barracks to the mall where an unknown num-
ber of shoppers remained trapped. Hospitals across the 
country braced for a grim night ahead. “There are 
about 20 dead,” Kongcheep Tantravanich, defense min-
istry spokesman said.  
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Thai gunman  
kills at least 20 
in mass shooting 

NAKHON RATCHASIMA: This screenshot from the 
Facebook livestream video of Thai soldier Jakrapanth 
Thomma shows him standing in front of a building on 
fire during an attack yesterday. — AFP 

AMMAN: National Assembly Speaker Marzouq Al-Ghanem throws a copy of US President Donald 
Trump’s Middle East peace plan in the dustbin during an extraordinary meeting of the Arab Inter-
Parliamentary Union yesterday.

CBK, Zain sign MoU for cloud 
solutions, data center services

By Hanan Al-Saadoun 
 
KUWAIT: The interior ministry has banned the 
issuance of new driving licenses to expat students 
as well as nurses. Students or nurses who previ-
ously obtained driving licenses can only renew 
them provided a registration certificate is furnished 
from the university or the Public Authority for 
Applied Education and Training or from the nurses’ 
employers respectively. 

MoI: No driving  
licenses for expat 
students, nurses 

BEIJING: The death toll from the novel 
coronavirus outbreak soared to 722 in 
China yesterday, including the first for-
eign victim, as Hong Kong imposed a 
mandatory quarantine on mainland 
arrivals to block the spread of an epi-
demic that has caused global panic. With 
86 more people dying in mainland China 
- the highest one-day jump so far - the 
toll was closing in on the 774 killed 
worldwide during the 2002-2003 SARS 
epidemic. 

Meanwhile, Kuwait asked its citizens 
to delay their travel plans to Singapore 

because of the coronavirus. The Kuwaiti 
Embassy in Singapore made the 
announcement yesterday after the gov-
ernment of the Asian city-state raised its 
alert level over China’s coronavirus out-
break to “orange”. 

In a statement published by KUNA, 
the embassy called on Kuwaitis desiring 
to travel to Singapore to wait until things 
get back to normal, also urging its citi-
zens in the city-state to leave immedi-
ately. It stressed the importance of fol-
lowing instructions of the local 

Continued on Page 24 SHANGHAI: People wearing protective facemasks walk inside a mall yesterday. — AFP 

Kuwaitis urged to avoid travel 
to Singapore; virus toll hits 722

WASHINGTON: US President Donald Trump on 
Friday fired two of the highest profile witnesses in his 
impeachment probe, sparking accusations that he is on 
a campaign of revenge. Trump recalled his ambassador 
to the European Union, Gordon Sondland, just hours 
after Lieutenant Colonel Alexander Vindman, a deco-
rated soldier who worked at the National Security 
Council, was ordered out of the White House. The fir-
ings came two days after the Republican-majority 
Senate acquitted Trump of charges that he abused his 
office and one day after he gave a victory speech 
branding his opponents as “evil”. 

Trump attacked Vindman in a tweet yesterday. “Fake 
News @CNN & MSDNC keep talking about ‘Lt. Col.’ 
Vindman as though I should think only how wonderful 
he was,” Trump wrote, apparently referring to news 
outlet MSNBC. “Actually, I don’t know him, never spoke 
to him, or met him (I don’t believe!) but, he was very 
insubordinate, reported contents of my ‘perfect’ calls 

incorrectly.” “In other words, ‘OUT’.” 
Sondland, a political appointee who got his post 

after donating $1 million to Trump’s inauguration, said 
in a brief statement, “I was advised today that the pres-
ident intends to recall me effective immediately.” The 
ouster of Vindman, a respected officer who was 
wounded in Iraq, was even more abrupt, when he was 
ordered out of his NSC offices at the White House. He 
was “escorted out of the White House where he has 
dutifully served his country and his president,” his 
lawyer David Pressman said in a statement. “Vindman 
was asked to leave for telling the truth,” Pressman said.  
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