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BERLIN: Thomas Mueller weighed in with a
goal and an assist as holders Bayern Munich
edged a 4-3 thriller with Hoffenheim on Wednes-
day to reach the German Cup quarter-finals.
Mueller’s golden run continued at the Allianz
Arena to leave him with seven goals and nine as-
sists in the 14 games since Hansi Flick replaced
Niko Kovac as coach last November. Not to be
outdone, Mueller’s strike partner Robert
Lewandowski claimed two goals in the third-
round tie.

However, Hoffenheim’s Israeli forward Munas
Dabbur caused Bayern a few nervous moments
with two late goals as the visitors threatened a
fightback from 4-1 down. “In the second half, we
gave too much ball away and let them come back
into the game,” admitted Bayern winger Serge
Gnabry. “We have to look at that, however we
had a lot of fun going forward in attack.” It was
Mueller who had calmed Bayern’s early nerves,
forcing an own goal from Benjamin Huebner to
equalize after Bayern defender Jerome Boateng
had turned the ball into his own net.

Mueller then gave Bayern a 2-1 lead before
Lewandowski netted either side of half-time to
extend their lead before Hoffenheim’s late fight-
back. Bayern are the biggest name into the last
eight after RB Leipzig and Borussia Dortmund
both crashed out on Tuesday to Eintracht Frank-

furt and Werder Bremen respectively. 
After Lewandowski had an early goal disal-

lowed for offside, Hoffenheim threatened an
upset when Boateng turned a shot by Hoffen-
heim winger Ihlas Bebou into his own net on
eight minutes. However, the lead lasted just five
minutes. Canadian winger Alphonso Davies
crossed to Mueller in the middle, but the ball
clipped the knee of Huebner and looped into
the net. 

Bayern were 2-1 up on 20 minutes when
David Alaba’s cross found Mueller and the Ger-
many star fired home from close range.
Lewandowski then pounced when Hoffenheim
goalkeeper Philipp Pentke failed to claim a high
ball under pressure from Mueller. The Poland
striker was on hand to head the stray ball into an
empty net on 36 minutes and appeared to have
settled the matter with a well-taken fourth goal
after the break. 

Lewandowski has scored in all four of Bay-
ern’s matches so far in 2020 and boasts a season
tally of 35 goals in 29 games in all competitions.
Union Berlin are also through after seeing off
fourth-tier minnows Verl with a 1-0 win thanks
to a late goal by midfielder Robert Andrich. A
goal by Argentinean striker Lucas Alario helped
Bayer Leverkusen to a 2-1 win at second-divi-
sion side VfB Stuttgart.— AFP

MUNICH: Hoffenheim’s midfielder Christoph Baumgartner and Bayern Munich’s German defender
Jerome Boateng vie for the ball during the German Cup (DFB Pokal) round of 16 football match
on February 5, 2020. -— AFP 

Mueller shines; Bayern squeeze 
into German Cup quarter-finals

Matches on TV 
(Local Timings)

SPANISH LEAGUE
Deportivo Alaves v SD Eibar 23:00
beIN SPORTS

ITALIAN CALCIO LEAGUE
AS Roma v Bologna FC 22:45
beIN SPORTS

GERMAN BUNDESLIGA
Eintracht Frankfurt v FC Augsburg 22:30
beIN SPORTS

FRENCH LEAGUE
Angers SCO v LOSC Lille 22:45
beIN SPORTS

BARCELONA: Barcelona visit Real Betis in La Liga on Sunday as
coach Quique Setien returns to the club which catapulted him to
fame only to cut him loose after a bitter fallout. Setien was seen as a
surprise choice to succeed Ernesto Valverde at Barcelona last month
and was also an unexpected hire when he took over Betis in the sum-
mer of 2017, going on to have a successful yet divisive two-year
reign at the Seville club.

He achieved the highest win percentage of any Betis coach in the
top-flight and oversaw some spectacular displays, including stunning
away victories at Barca, rivals Sevilla, AC Milan plus successive wins
at Real Madrid for the first time since 1934. Yet his undying devotion
to possession football began to alienate fans in the latter half of his
second season as results dried up and Betis were thrashed by Leganes

and Levante. At the team’s lowest ebb, the club’s most vocal support-
ers refused to enter the stadium for a game against Espanyol, protest-
ing outside with a banner reading ‘Setien, take your ego out of our
club’. Despite beating Real Madrid on the last day of the season, Setien
was sacked by Betis with a year left on his contract. The 61-year-old
spent over seven months out of work and was walking among cows
in a village when he got the call from Barcelona.

His short time with the champions, however, has been far from
smooth. Barca have fallen three points behind Real Madrid in the
title race after a defeat to Valencia and captain Lionel Messi appears
to be at loggerheads with sporting director Eric Abidal. The coach
is also short on personnel, with forwards Luis Suarez and Ousmane
Dembele ruled out for the rest of the season and influential defender
Gerard Pique suspended for Sunday’s game against Betis, who are
12th in the standings.

Setien, however, says he has no regrets. “When you arrive at a club
like this you expect things to happen and for them to be amplified,”
he told reporters on Wednesday. “I’m convinced we can keep moving
forward on the pitch.” Elsewhere in La Liga, leaders Real Madrid visit
Osasuna, who have only lost two home league games since April 2018,
while Atletico Madrid will be seeking a reaction to last week’s derby
defeat to Real when they host Granada. — Reuters

PARIS: Dimitri Payet scored a brilliant goal as second-placed
Marseille claimed a 2-0 victory at Saint-Etienne on Wednes-
day to cut the gap to Ligue 1 leaders Paris Saint-Germain
back to 12 points although hundreds of their diehard fans
were stopped from watching the game. Andre Villas-Boas’
Marseille opened up a six-point lead over third-placed
Rennes, who lost 1-0 at Lille on Tuesday, by bouncing back
from successive goalless stalemates against Bordeaux and
Angers.

The match was delayed by 15 minutes after clashes be-

tween the two sets of fans outside the Stade Geoffroy-
Guichard. According to firefighters and the Saint-Etienne
prosecutors’ office, there were no injuries or arrests. However,
the game was played without visiting supporters-believed to
number around 400 - who left under police escort despite
making a round trip of around 650km.

Payet gave Marseille a seventh-minute lead with a magnif-
icent individual goal, shaping to cross before cutting onto his
left foot and hammering the ball past bewildered home goal-
keeper Stephane Ruffier from what seemed an impossible
angle. The former West Ham United star has scored 10 goals
in all competitions this season. “I was looking for the cross,
but I saw that he (Ruffier) wasn’t in his goal at all, so I took
the opportunity to hit it hard,” Payet told Canal. “I will dedi-
cate this match to our supporters who unfortunately this
evening made the round trip but couldn’t reach the stadium.”

Saint-Etienne rarely threatened, although Marseille goal-

keeper Steve Mandanda had to be alert to keep out Lois
Diony’s effort shortly before half-time. The away side made
the points safe in the 85th minute, as Nemanja Radonjic
drilled a fine left-footed shot into the bottom corner. Earlier
on Wednesday, Lyon failed to close the gap to the top three
as they were held to a goalless draw at home by lowly Amiens.
Rudi Garcia’s side sit sixth in the table, seven points adrift of
Rennes, who occupy the third and final Champions League
qualification spot.

Rayan Cherki, 16, came off the bench but was denied a
winner when his effort struck the post. “Too many players
have been below their normal level,” said coach Garcia. “We
gave our best and it wasn’t much.” Elsewhere, bottom club
Toulouse were cut further adrift with a 1-0 loss to Strasbourg,
while Montpellier moved into fifth despite a 1-1 home draw
with Metz. On Tuesday, PSG edged to a 2-1 victory at Nantes
to strengthen their position at the top of the table.—AFP 
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