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It’s a moving experience to visit this museum, which traces
Van Gogh’s life and development via the world’s largest col-
lection of his work, both familiar paintings and wonderful little-
known pieces. It’s fascinating to see his work change from
tentative beginnings to giddily bright sunflowers, and on to his
frenzy of creative brilliance towards the end of his life. There
are also paintings by contemporaries Gauguin, Toulouse-
Lautrec, Monet and Bernard.

While you can try your luck for tickets at the entrance, it’s
highly recommended to book online and choose a time slot to
avoid missing out, as tickets can sell out a few days in ad-
vance. I Amsterdam cardholders must reserve online at the I
Amsterdam website (www.iamsterdam.com). The museum
gets packed and the best times to visit to try to avoid the
crowds are before 11am and after 3pm.

Van Gogh Museum

Royal Palace
Opened as a town hall in 1655, this resplendent building be-
came a palace in the 19th century. The interiors gleam, es-
pecially the marble work - at its best in a floor inlaid with
maps of the world in the great burgerzaal (citizens’ hall) at
the heart of the building. Pick up a free audioguide at the
desk when you enter; it explains everything you’ll see in vivid
detail. King Willem-Alexander uses the palace only for cere-
monies; check for periodic closures.

When it was designed by architect Jacob van Campen,
the opulent structure showcased Amsterdam’s wealth in a
way that rivaled the grandest European buildings of the time.
Most of the palace’s rooms spread over the 1st floor; high-
lights include 51 chandeliers, damasks, gilded clocks, and
rich paintings by Ferdinand Bol and Jacob de Wit.

Bike & Boat Travel
Two-wheeling is a way of life here. It’s how Amster-
dammers commute to work, go to the shop, and meet
a date for dinner. Abundant bike-hire shops make it
easy to gear up and take a spin. If locals aren’t on a
bike, they may well be on the water. With its canals and
massive harbor, this city reclaimed from the sea offers
countless opportunities to drift. Hop aboard a canal
boat (preferably an open-air one) or one of the free fer-
ries behind Centraal Station, or rent your own for a
wind-in-your-hair ride.


