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Malaysia’s PM-in-waiting, Anwar says 
he is ready to wait for 6 more months

US contractor
kidnapped in 
Afghanistan
KABUL: A US security contractor
has been kidnapped in eastern
Afghanistan, an official confirmed
yesterday, the latest instance of a for-
eigner being taken in the war-torn
country where abductions are com-
mon. An Afghan security official with
knowledge of the incident told AFP
the former US Navy member had
been working in Afghanistan as a
contractor when he was abducted
last week in eastern Khost province,
near the Pakistani border. 

There was no indication whether a
militant group or a criminal organiza-
tion was behind the kidnapping, while
the Taliban told AFP they had “no in-
formation” about the matter.
Afghanistan’s former intelligence
chief Amrullah Saleh was quick to

blame the insurgents, saying on Twit-
ter the abduction had been orches-
trated by “the Taleban & their
Pakistani backers. Kidnapping must
end & end without ransom”.

Pakistan has long been accused of
backing the Taliban but has repeat-
edly denied supporting the group.

The US State Department said it
was aware of reports of the kidnap-
ping, but declined to comment fur-
ther. The incident comes after the
Taliban in November handed two
Western hostages over to US forces
in southern Afghanistan, three years
after they were abducted, in a swap
for three high-ranking insurgent
prisoners.

The exchange of American Kevin
King and Australian Timothy Weeks
for the militants-including Anas
Haqqani, brother to the Taliban’s
deputy leader-was widely believed to
be instrumental in kick-starting stalled
talks between the two sides. The Tal-
iban later described the exchange as
“a step forward in good-will and con-
fidence-building measures that can
aid the peace process”. — AFP

Anwar says willing to bury the hatchet with Mahathir

Nobel laureate 
Yunus facing 
over 100 lawsuits
DHAKA: Bangladeshi Nobel laureate Muhammad Yunus is
facing more than 100 lawsuits from disgruntled employees
at the telecoms unit of his poverty-busting microfinance
Grameen Bank, lawyers said yesterday. The cases filed
against him and other senior managers in a Dhaka court
relate to claims from Grameen Telecom (GT) employees for
a share of profits, their lawyer Jafrul Hasan Sharif said.

Yunus has faced mounting legal problems in recent
years. In 2011 he was sacked as head of Grameen Bank
in a move his supporters said was orchestrated by Prime
Minister Sheikh Hasina.

“According to Bangladesh’s Worker’s Profit Participa-
tion law, Yunus’s Grameen Telecom was bound to share
five percent of the company’s profit with the workers,”
lawyer Hasan told AFP. “But for the last 10 years, the GT
didn’t do so.”  Grameen Telecom operates a service
called “Village Phone” dedicated to getting cellphones
to the rural poor in the South Asian nation of 165 million
people. The company also owns a 34.2-percent stake in
GrameenPhone, Bangladesh’s largest mobile phone op-
erator with some 75 million subscribers. Yunus, 79, who
founded Grameen Bank in the 1980s and was awarded

the Nobel Peace Prize in 2006, could not be reached
yesterday. A spokesperson declined to comment.

Last month the economist was granted bail by a labor
court after an arrest warrant was issued when he failed to
appear at a hearing in a separate case.  He has been at odds
with premier Hasina since a brief and unsuccessful foray into
Bangladesh’s fiery, high-risk political scene in 2007. Hasina
has accused him of “sucking blood” from the poor amid al-
legations his bank charges interest rates of around 20 per-
cent. In 2013, he was the subject of a state-backed hate
campaign that painted him as un-Islamic and a spreader of
homosexuality, which is illegal in Bangladesh. — AFP

KUALA LUMPUR: Malaysia’s Anwar Ibrahim
said yesterday he was ready to wait for six more
months beyond the initially agreed May deadline
to take over as prime minister from Mahathir
Mohamad, and that he had enough support in
parliament to do so.

Mahathir led the Pakatan Harapan (PH) coali-
tion, or Alliance of Hope, to a stunning victory in
a general election in May 2018, joining hands
with former enemies including Anwar to bring
down Najib Razak, who is facing multiple
charges of corruption mostly linked to the loot-
ing of sovereign fund 1MDB.

Mahathir had promised to hand over the pre-
miership to Anwar within two years of the gen-
eral election result, but later said he would stay
on until at least November to host the Asia-Pa-
cific Economic Cooperation (APEC) summit in
November. The 94-year-old also said Anwar
would have to secure parliamentary majority to
become prime minister.

“You’ve waited 20 years, extending six
months doesn’t actually matter,” Anwar told
Reuters at his private office, expressing confi-
dence that the coalition allies would stand be-
hind him, as they did for Mahathir. “If there’s a
request to go back to parliament, of course it can
be done, but PH has the majority right now. Even
those who are not in PH, some would support the
PM of the day. I also have been given that assur-
ance. They support Mahathir as the PM, and
they will continue to support me when I assume
the premiership.”

Anwar had served as deputy prime minister
and finance minister during Mahathir’s first 22-
year stint in office, but was sacked in 1998 after
falling out with Malaysia’s “Old Man” over how
to defend the economy against the Asian Finan-

cial Crisis. Going into opposition, Anwar quickly
drew support from a large section of Malay
Muslims, the multi-cultural country’s dominant
ethnic group, to form the Reformasi movement,
before being jailed a year later on corruption
and sodomy charges that he said were politically
motivated.

In the years following his release, Anwar re-
built his following and came close to defeating
Najib, another Mahathir protege, in the disputed
2013 general election. Two years later, he was
jailed, once again on sodomy charges that he de-
nied. He was released on a royal pardon soon
after Najib lost power in the 2018 election.

In total, Anwar had spent close to 10 years in
prison as a result of the two convictions.

But controversy continued to dog the 72-
year-old, after a former aide last year accused
him of trying to force him to have sex in Septem-
ber 2018. The solicitor-general last month ruled
out pressing charges against Anwar over the al-
legations, which the politician described as “pol-
itics at its worst”.

Same-sex acts are illegal in Muslim-majority
Malaysia, and carry penalties of up to 20 years
in jail if convicted. “Of course I have many polit-
ical foes. The corrupt few will do whatever it
takes to ensure that I do not assume office,” said
Anwar, dressed in a casual blue chequered-shirt.

Buried hatchet 
The protracted feud between Mahathir and

Anwar, the country’s two most charismatic
politicians, has dominated Malaysian politics for
decades. Since his release, Anwar has stayed out
of government, biding his time while his wife
Wan Azizah Wan Ismail has served as deputy
prime minister to Mahathir. Anwar said he was

ready to move on from the bitter past, and that
he would be willing to carve out space for Ma-
hathir to continue to contribute after he takes
over as prime minister.

“His presence in a way... would certainly help
boost the general confidence and give some sort
of semblance of stability and order,” Anwar said,
using Mahathir’s honorific. “There will be no real
drastic policy difference. There would be differ-
ent emphasis, of course, but on a personal basis,
I certainly welcome very much his presence and
contribution in any way.”

He would, however, look to mend soured ties
with India after Mahathir’s criticism of New
Delhi’s two recent policies led to a massive fall
in palm oil trade between the countries. One

thing that will not change is Malaysia’s demand
for reparations from Goldman Sachs over its
role in the multibillion-dollar scandal at state
fund 1Malaysia Development Berhad (1MDB),
Anwar said.

He repeated Mahathir’s position that the US
bank’s initial settlement offer of over $1 billion
was too small, but declined to say how much he
felt was sufficient compensation. “Certainly the
amount has to be substantial, because we’re
looking not only at the loss of dollars, but the
loss of reputation, investments, and the percep-
tion about Malaysia,” Anwar said. Goldman has
said it is discussions with authorities on a pos-
sible resolution of investigations relating to
1MDB. — Reuters

KUALA LUMPUR: Malaysian politician Anwar Ibrahim gestures as he leaves a hospital where
he is receiving treatment, ahead of an audience with Malaysia’s King, in Kuala Lumpur in this
file photo. — Reuters

In this file photo, Bangladeshi Nobel Peace Laureate
Muhammad Yunus talks prior to address the opening
session of the Salon des Entrepreneurs (owner man-
agers’ fair) in Paris. — AFP


