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WASHINGTON: President Donald Trump was
acquitted by the US Senate on Wednesday fol-
lowing a historic impeachment trial that shone a
harsh light on America’s divisions, without ever
shaking the loyalty of his voter base. In a political
triumph for the US leader, Trump drew on staunch
Republican support to easily defeat a Democratic
effort to expel him from office for pressuring
Ukraine to help bolster his re-election effort.

The president immediately claimed “victory”
while the White House declared it a full “exoner-
ation” — and Democrats rejected the acquittal
as the “valueless” outcome of an unfair trial. But
the vote in the Senate showed just how solid a
grip the former real estate mogul holds over the
Republican Party — an asset nine months before
he seeks a second four-year-term.

Even though several conceded Trump’s be-
havior was wrong, Republicans ultimately stayed
loyal in voting to clear the president of charges
of abuse of power, by 52 to 48, and of obstruction
of Congress, by 53 to 47 - far from the two-thirds
supermajority required for conviction. “Two
thirds of the senators present not having found
him guilty of the charges contained therein, it is
therefore ordered and adjudged that the said
Donald John Trump be, and he is hereby, acquit-
ted,” said Supreme Court Chief Justice John
Roberts, who presided over the trial.

One Republican, Senator Mitt Romney, a
longtime Trump foe, risked White House wrath to
vote alongside Democrats on the first count, say-
ing Trump was “guilty of an appalling abuse of
public trust.” He voted not guilty on the second
charge. Trump’s impeachment and trial will leave
a permanent stain on his record, as it did for the
only two presidents to have encountered the
same fate, Andrew Johnson in 1868 and Bill Clin-
ton in 1998.

But the Senate verdict was never truly in
question since the House of Representatives for-
mally impeached Trump in December, and it has
now cleared out a major hurdle for the president
to fully plunge into his campaign for re-election
in November.

Responding to the verdict, Trump announced
he would deliver a formal statement from the
White House “to discuss our Country’s VICTORY
on the Impeachment Hoax!” The president had
earlier tweeted a montage depicting a fake cover
of Time magazine declaring him president for all
eternity. Trump later tweeted a video attacking
Romney, the first senator in US history to support
convicting a president from his own party.

While the White House declared that Trump
had obtained “full vindication and exoneration,”
Nancy Pelosi, the House Speaker, warned that by
clearing Trump Republicans had “normalized
lawlessness.” “There can be no acquittal without
a trial, and there is no trial without witnesses,
documents and evidence,” said the top Democrat
in Congress — who a day earlier ripped up her
copy of Trump’s State of the Union address on
live television. 

“Sadly, because of the Republican Senate’s
betrayal of the Constitution, the president re-
mains an ongoing threat to American democracy,
with his insistence that he is above the law and
that he can corrupt the elections if he wants to.”
Senate minority leader Chuck Schumer said the
acquittal was “virtually valueless” since Repub-
licans refused witnesses at his trial, something
which Democrats said had never happened be-
fore at any impeachment trial.

‘Forever impeached’ 
The Democrats’ intense 78-day House inves-

tigation faced public doubts and high-pressure

White House stonewalling, a tactic which led to
the obstruction charge. Concerned about the po-
litical risk for the party, Pelosi rejected a call early
last year to impeach Trump on evidence compiled
by then-special counsel Robert Mueller that he
had obstructed the Russia election meddling in-
vestigation. But her concerns melted after new al-
legations surfaced in August that Trump had
pressured Ukraine for help in his 2020 campaign.
Though doubtful from the outset that they would
win support from Republicans, an investigation
amassed with surprising speed strong evidence
to support the allegations.

The evidence showed that from early in 2019,
Trump’s private lawyer Rudy Giuliani and a close

political ally, Ambassador to the European Union
Gordon Sondland, were scheming to pressure Kiev
to help smear Democrats, including Trump’s poten-
tial 2020 rival Joe Biden, by opening investigations
into them. “We must say enough — enough! He has
betrayed our national security, and he will do so
again,” Adam Schiff, who led the House prosecu-
tion, argued on the Senate floor this week.

In the trial, Trump’s defense was not seen as
having undermined the facts compiled by Schiff’s
probe, and several Republican senators acknowl-
edged he did wrong. But his lawyers and Senate
defenders argued, essentially, that Trump’s be-
havior was not egregious enough for impeach-
ment and removal.  — Agencies

From sex 
scandals to 
impeachment: The 
unsinkable Trump
WASHINGTON: Impeached for abuse of
power, President Donald Trump’s acquittal by
the Senate is just the latest escape for the real
estate tycoon turned politician who has re-
peatedly defied the odds. The following are
some of the events that could have torpedoed
his political fortunes:

‘Grab ‘em’ 
On October 7, 2016, one month before the

presidential election, a decade-old recording
is released on which Trump is heard talking
about women in extremely crude terms. The
now infamous “Access Hollywood” tape fea-
tures Trump - then the billionaire host of the
hit reality show “The Apprentice” — boast-
ing that his celebrity gave him license to

grope women with impunity. “When you’re a
star, they let you do it,” he said. “You can do
anything. Grab ‘em by the p***y. You can do
anything.”

As prominent Republicans voiced their dis-
gust, the scandal appeared set to derail
Trump’s White House bid - as pundits widely
predicted it would cost him the women’s vote.
They were proven wrong. Trump defeated
Democrat Hillary Clinton to win the presi-
dency the following month, ultimately garner-
ing 52 percent support among white women
voters. At least 17 women have accused Trump
of sexual harassment or sexual assault - accu-
sations the president has denied. 

Charlottesville 
On August 12, 2017, white supremacist,

neo-Nazi and anti-Semitic groups - embold-
ened by Trump’s election on an anti-immigra-
tion platform - gathered in Charlottesville,
Virginia for a rally. Counter-protesters flocked
to the city and clashes broke out. One neo-
Nazi deliberately ploughed his car into a
crowd of protesters, killing a 32-year-old
woman. Trump reacted to the clashes by say-
ing there were “very fine people” on both
sides. His comments sparked a wave of indig-

nation including in his own Republican Party.
But the outrage soon faded, and Trump was
able to move on from the incident.

The porn star 
A year into Trump’s presidency, in January

2018, a former porn star known as Stormy
Daniels — real name Stephanie Clifford -
came forward to allege she had a tryst with
Trump a decade earlier, and that he paid her
to keep quiet. Trump’s longtime lawyer
Michael Cohen later admitted paying Clifford
$130,000 in hush money just weeks before the
2016 election. But while Cohen has since been
jailed for violating campaign finance laws,
Trump escaped largely unscathed by the lurid
revelations - which did little to dent his sup-
port even among religious conservatives. 

Mueller investigation
In May 2017, former FBI director Robert

Mueller was named as special counsel to in-
vestigate whether any members of Trump’s
presidential campaign conspired with Russia
to get him elected, as well as subsequent ef-
forts by the president to obstruct justice. The
Mueller probe uncovered a trail of misdeeds
that led to charges against half a dozen former

Trump associates including his former cam-
paign manager Paul Manafort, confidant
Roger Stone, former top aide Michael Flynn
and Cohen. Rejected by Trump as a “witch
hunt,” the probe cast a long shadow over the
White House throughout the first half of his
presidency. Although the 22 month investiga-
tion did not exonerate Trump, Mueller ad-
hered to a Justice Department policy against
charging sitting presidents - which ultimately
allowed Trump to declare himself cleared.

The elusive tax returns
Trump is the first US president since

Richard Nixon not to have made his tax re-
turns public, claiming they are under audit by
the Internal Revenue Service. In October
2016, The New York Times revealed that
Trump reported over $1 billion in business
losses in 1995 - potentially allowing him to
avoid paying income tax for two decades. De-
mocrats in the House of Representatives have
since turned to the courts to force the release
of Trump’s tax returns and other records in
cases that are considered a crucial test of the
separation of powers. But the president has so
far managed to rebuff their demands, with the
cases tied up in the US court system. — AFP 

In political triumph, US president
acquitted in impeachment trial

Breaking with Republicans, Romney votes ‘guilty’ in impeachment trial

WASHINGTON: This still image taken from a US Senate webcast shows Senators voting dur-
ing the impeachment trial of the US president in the Senate Chamber at the US Capitol on
February 5, 2020 in Washington, DC. — AFP 


