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LONDON: The number of anti-Semitic inci-
dents logged in Britain last year hit record lev-
els yet again amid accusations the opposition
Labor Party had failed to tackle the issue within
its ranks, a Jewish advisory body said yester-
day. The Community Security Trust (CST),
which advises Britain’s estimated 280,000 Jews
on security matters, said there had been 1,805
incidents in 2019, a rise of 7% and the fourth
consecutive year the figure had reached a new
high. CST chief executive David Delew said the
record came as no surprise and the organiza-
tion believed the real number was likely to be
far higher.

“It is clear that both social media and main-
stream politics are places where anti-Semitism
and racism need to be driven out, if things are
to improve in the future,” he said. World leaders

warned last month of a growing tide of anti-
Jewish sentiment, driven both by far-right white
supremacists and those from the far-left, as

they commemorated victims of the Holocaust
in World War Two. In Britain, the CST said
there was an increase in incidents in months
when Labour’s problems with anti-Semitism

were in the news. Ever since veteran socialist
Jeremy Corbyn, an ardent supporter of Pales-
tinian rights, became leader in 2015, the party
has faced accusations that it has failed to stem
anti-Semitism among some members. Corbyn,
who is stepping down as leader in April, has
said anti-Semitism is “vile and wrong” but the
party is now under investigation by Britain’s
Equality and Human Rights Commission. Last
February, a number of Labour lawmakers left
the party citing the issue as a reason, while
ahead of December’s national election,
Britain’s chief rabbi said Corbyn was unfit to
be prime minister.

Of the total number of incidents, 224 were
connected to Labor, said the CST, which has
collated such data since 1984. “It is hard to pre-
cisely disaggregate the impact of the continu-

ing Labor anti-Semitism controversy upon
CST’s statistics, but it clearly has an important
bearing,” the report said. The charity said the
main reason for the overall increase in incidents
was a sharp rise in online anti-Semitism.

But there were also 157 assaults - a 27% in-
crease on 2018 - with almost 50% of these oc-
curring in just three areas of the country -
Barnet and Hackney in London and Salford in
northern England which are home to some of
the largest Jewish communities. A rise of intol-
erance after Britons voted in the 2016 referen-
dum to leave the European Union and the
Brexit discourse since, which brought nation-
alism and immigration to the fore, had also led
an atmosphere where people might have felt
able to express their “hatred of otherness”, the
report said. — Reuters
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Train drivers
killed in Italy’s
rail crash 
LODI: Two rail workers were killed
and about 30 people injured yester-
day when a high-speed train derailed
before dawn near Milan in northern
Italy, authorities said. The crash oc-
curred just after 5:30 am near the
town of Lodi, about 50 kilometers
south of Milan. “It was a serious ac-
cident that had a tragic end with the
death of two rail workers” aboard the
train, Lodi Prefect Marcello Cardona
told reporters, who added that an in-
vestigation was underway. 

Cardona said none of the injuries
suffered were life-threatening and all
casualties had been taken to hospital.
The Lombardy region’s health de-
partment put the number of injured at
31. “It could have been a lot worse,”
Cardona said, adding that there were
only 33 people on board the train.
Only one person was in the first car
and two people in the second when
the accident occurred, he said.

“I thought I was dead,” a survivor
told local newspaper Liberta from
hospital in Piacenza where he was
being treated for minor injuries. “I
closed my eyes and prayed.” “The
train was going very fast, perhaps
300 kilometers per hour,” said the
unnamed man in his 20s. “Suddenly, I
felt a violent blow. A really loud roar,”
said the man who was travelling with
a friend in the second carriage. “We
held hands tightly to avoid falling. The
wagon overturned and while waiting
for help we went out through a hole
to save ourselves,” he said, adding
that they were stuck on the crashed

train for 15 minutes. The interior min-
ister has been informed and the pros-
ecutor was already at the scene of the
accident, the cause of which was un-
known, he said. 

Two helicopters, hundreds of fire-
men, police and other authorities de-
scended on the open farmland area
outside of Lodi. “We are greatly sad-
dened by the two deaths, the two rail
workers, and we express our solidar-
ity with the families,” said Prime Min-
ister Giuseppe Conte. “We can’t yet
say anything” about the cause of the
crash, he told journalists in Rome.

Ripped metal 
The Milan-Salerno train was en

route to Bologna when it came off the
tracks before dawn. Video images
showed ripped metal at the front of
the first car, where the engine sepa-
rated from the train. The first car was
flipped on its side and appeared to be
still attached to the rest of the train.
The engine car could be seen resting
on its side on the other side of a

nearby railway building several dozen
meters away. 

According to initial findings re-
ported by the media, the engine went
off the rails and struck a freight
wagon on a parallel track before hit-
ting the building. Italian media re-
ported that work had been done on
the track on Wednesday night, but
Cardona said it was premature to
jump to conclusions on a link be-
tween that work and the accident.

“Line maintenance is done contin-
ually and it’s much too early to asso-
ciate the accident to maintenance,”
he said. Italy’s last serious train acci-
dent occurred in January 2018, when
three women died and about 100
passengers were injured when a
packed train derailed near Milan due
to poor track maintenance.  

Managers and employees of
Italy’s state railway, RFI, as well as
two former members of the national
railway safety agency were charged
with negligent homicide and other
crimes. — AFP 

DUBAI: A secretive criminal court in
Saudi Arabia is being used to silence
critical voices including clerics and
rights activists, in the name of the
fight against terrorism, Amnesty In-
ternational said yesterday. The king-
dom is frequently criticized by
human rights advocates who accuse
it of violently repressing opponents
and activists, including feminists and
the kingdom’s Shiite minority.

Riyadh’s Specialized Criminal
Court (SCC) was established in
2008 to handle terrorism-related
cases but has been widely used to
try political prisoners. “The Saudi
Arabian government exploits the
SCC to create a false aura of legal-
ity around its abuse of the counter-
terror law to silence its critics,”
said Heba Morayef, Amnesty’s
Middle East and North Africa re-
gional director.

“Every stage of the SCC’s judicial
process is tainted with human rights
abuses, from the denial of access to
a lawyer, to incommunicado deten-
tion, to convictions based solely on
so-called ‘confessions’ extracted
through torture.” Saudi authorities
were not reachable for comment, but
the kingdom insists that its judicial
system is independent. Amnesty said
its report was based on examination
of court documents, government
statements and national laws in a re-
view of eight trials of 68 Shiite Mus-
lims accused of taking part in
protests and 27 people accused of
campaigning for human rights.

It said the “grossly unfair” trials
before the court saw harsh sen-

tences, including the death penalty,
being handed out on the basis of
vague charges such as “disobeying
the ruler” and “inciting disorder by
calling for demonstrations”. Under
the rule of the powerful Crown
Prince Mohammed bin Salman,
Saudi Arabia has launched ambitious
economic and social reforms, allow-
ing women to drive and for sports
and entertainment events to be
staged in the kingdom.

However, the brutal murder of
journalist Jamal Khashoggi at the
Saudi consulate in Istanbul in 2018
and the sweeping crackdown on dis-
sent have tarnished the kingdom’s
reputation. Amnesty said that virtu-
ally all Saudi Arabian “independent
voices”, including human rights ad-
vocates, writers, and religious cler-
ics are now behind bars. It cited in
particular the case of Mohammad
Al-Otaibi, who was sentenced to 14
years in jail for founding the Union
for Human Rights, and faces new
charges for seeking political asylum
and communicating with interna-
tional organizations.

The London-based group also
detailed the case of Salman Al-
Awda, a religious cleric arrested in
September 2017 who faces the
death penalty after calling for rec-
onciliation between Saudi Arabia
and its Gulf rival Qatar. 

“If the King and Crown Prince
want to show they are serious about
reforms, they should as a first step
immediately and unconditionally re-
lease all prisoners of conscience,”
Morayef said. — AFP 
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LODI, Italy: Italian firefighters remove rubbles from the wreckage of a derailed
train, outside the city of Lodi, near Milan, northern Italy yesterday. — AFP 


