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Harden’s heroics lead Rockets past Hornets

HOUSTON: Cody Martin #11 of the Charlotte Hornets drives to the basket against the Houston Rockets at the Toyota Center in Houston, Texas. — AFP

HOUTON: James Harden finished one rebound shy of a
40-point triple-double, and the host Houston Rockets
erased a 15-point deficit to beat the Charlotte Hornets 125-
110 on Tuesday. Harden was exceptional throughout but
especially down the stretch, fueling a 12-3 run in the fourth
quarter that enabled Houston to secure control. He finished
with 12 assists, nine rebounds and three steals as the
Rockets prevailed despite the absence of Russell
Westbrook (thumb) and Clint Capela (heel). Danuel House
Jr. had 22 points and nine rebounds for Houston while P.J.
Tucker posted 13 points, 10 rebounds, three assists and
three steals. Miles Bridges and Terry Rozier scored 20
apiece for the Hornets, who have dropped four in a row

and 12 of their past 13 games. Bridges added a game-high
15 rebounds.

MILWAUKEE BUCKS 120 - NEW ORLEANS PELICANS 108
Giannis Antetokounmpo had 34 points and 17

rebounds, and visiting Milwaukee used a third-quarter
surge to pull away from New Orleans. The Bucks trailed
for most of the first half and were down 61-58 at half-
time before outscoring the Pelicans 42-24 in the third
quarter. Antetokounmpo scored 16 in the period. Fellow
All-Star Khris Middleton added 20 points for
Milwaukee. All-Star forward Brandon Ingram led New
Orleans with 32 points, and rookie Zion Williamson

scored 20 (although on 5-of-19 shooting).

LOS ANGELES LAKERS 129 - SAN ANTONIO SPURS 102
LeBron James scored 19 of his 36 points in the fourth

quarter as host Los Angeles overcame a slow start shoot-
ing from the field and cruised past San Antonio. Anthony
Davis and Kyle Kuzma scored 18 points each, and Kuzma
added 12 rebounds as the Lakers won at home for the first
time since the death of former Laker Kobe Bryant and
eight others in a Jan. 26 helicopter crash. DeMar DeRozan
scored 28 points and Bryn Forbes added 13 for the Spurs,
who lost on back-to-back nights in Staples Center after
falling to the Los Angeles Clippers on Monday. The Spurs

have dropped five of their past seven games.

DENVER NUGGETS 127 - PORTLAND TRAIL BLAZERS 99
Nikola Jokic had 29 points, 13 rebounds and nine

assists, Jamal Murray scored 20 in his return to the lineup
after missing 10 games, and host Denver beat Portland.
Jerami Grant scored 17 points, Will Barton added 16, and
Malik Beasley scored 14 for the Nuggets, who have won
all three meetings with Portland this season. Denver won
for the third time in four games overall. Damian Lillard was
held to 21 points, his lowest output since Jan. 9, and CJ
McCollum had 20 for Portland. The Trail Blazers had their
four-game winning streak snapped. —Reuters

LONDON: Lifelong Manchester United fan
Odion Ighalo said he had no hesitation in taking a
pay cut to complete his dream deadline-day
switch to Old Trafford, enduring a sleepless night
as the deal was hammered out.

United were already short in attack following
the summer departures of Alexis Sanchez and
Romelu Lukaku and a back injury sustained by
Marcus Rashford, making a reinforcement during
the January transfer window of crucial impor-
tance to the Old Trafford club.

United manager Ole Gunnar Solskjaer looked
at a variety of options and eventually completed
a late loan deal for ex-Watford striker Ighalo,
who has joined until the end of the season from
Shanghai Shenhua.

“I’m very happy,” the Nigeria forward told
United’s website. “First, I want say thank God for
making this happen and it’s just like a dream

come true for me. “People that know me, even
back in Nigeria, and even when I was playing at
Watford, my team-mates knew that I loved Man
United, I support them. When I played against
Man U, that emotion is there, because it is my
dream.

“It is a nice reality, so I’m very happy and I’m
looking forward to start.” Ighalo, 30, followed
Sporting Lisbon midfielder Bruno Fernandes into
Old Trafford, with the forward calling his last-
minute move “very dramatic”, having been
informed by his agent the day before of United’s
interest.

“From 11:00 pm (2300 GMT) there was
paperwork, negotiating and all that, for the loan
deal and all that, so we are talking and other
teams are calling them, wanting me,” he said. “But
I told my agent that this is what I want. I want to
come here.

“He said ‘you’re going to get a pay cut to go to
United’. I said I don’t care. Make this deal hap-
pen. I want to go to United. I don’t care how
much is the pay cut, I know that, make it happen.”
Ighalo, who will be the first Nigerian to play for
Manchester United, said there had been huge
excitement among his family and friends.

“It was crazy because, all over the news for
the last few days, is about my deal to Man
United,” he said. “Even the street I grew up on,
they are doing parties, celebrating Ighalo signing
for United.”

Solskjaer’s side are currently seventh in the
Premier League table, with United a huge 38
points behind runaway leaders and arch-rivals
Liverpool. — AFP
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LONDON: England captain Harry
Kane could return from injury in
time for the final two games of the
Premier League season, Tottenham
Hotspur coach Jose Mourinho said
on Tuesday.

Kane is recovering from sur-
gery to repair a ruptured tendon in
his hamstring suffered during
Tottenham’s defeat at
Southampton on New Year’s Day.
Tottenham had previously stated
they expect the 26-year-old to
return to training sometime in April
despite reports he could be side-
lined for six months. However
when asked if Kane would play
again this season, Mourinho told
reporters: “The Leicester match
(May 9). Maybe we need that
match for something. Maybe we
need that match for something. “To
be fourth, to be fifth, to be sixth.
Maybe we need that match for

something and maybe he can help
us in this match. I hope.

“There’s no pressure, he keeps
going, no setback. I just think that’s
my feeling. “It’s better not to put
any kind of expectations, any kind
of pressure. Let it go and let’s see.”

Kane, fighting to get fit for Euro
2020, is a notoriously quick healer
and posted a video on Twitter last
week of him stretching.

He has flown to the Bahamas
this week for a stint of warm-
weather training, amid hopes he
could be back soon. His return for
the Leicester and Crystal Palace
matches would be a boost for
Mourinho as he tr ies to lead
Tottenham to a top four finish
and Champions League qualifica-
tion. Tottenham would also hope
to st i l l  be in the Champions
League and FA Cup by the time
Kane returns. — AFP
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