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WELLINGTON: New Zealand Cricket on
Tuesday defended Black Caps coach Gary
Stead’s decision to take a holiday after critics
accused him of abandoning his team in their
hour of need.

The Black Caps are in the midst of a form
slump, following up a 3-0 Test series hiding in
Australia with a 5-0 Twenty20 whitewash on
home soil against India. It has left the team,
who just a few months ago were being hailed
as one of New Zealand’s best, short on confi-
dence and desperately seeking leadership.

Which is why Stead’s decision to take a
mid-season break as New Zealand face India
in a three-match one-day series raised eye-
brows among Black Caps supporters. To make
matters worse, skipper Kane Williamson is
sidelined with a shoulder injury, robbing the
team of his batting prowess and tactical nous.

Former captain Jeremy Coney said Stead
should be concentrating on turning around his
team’s fortunes, not going on holiday. “Can
you see Steve Hansen leaving the All Blacks
after they are one-ni l  down against  the
(British and Irish) Lions, and taking a week
off before the second Test?” he told Radio
Sport.

“This is the job and this is the main part of
the season. It’s ridiculous this is happening at
this crunch time.” New Zealand Herald sports
columnist Chris Rattue said the decision to
take a break in the midst of a tour by India
was “unfathomable”.

“The brilliant Indians are world sport rock
stars, a team to measure your mettle against,”
he wrote. “Surely any coach would move
heaven and earth to be part of an ODI series
against Virat Kohli’s men?”

New Zealand Cricket (NZC) chief execu-
tive David White said Stead’s week off had
been planned six months ago. “Of any sport in
New Zealand, cricket has the most demands
for time,” he told reporters. 

“These guys are away from home for a
long time and we must manage their work-
load.” White said the Twenty20 World Cup in
Australia later this year and the new Test
Championship were priorities for 2020, so
Stead was concentrating on those formats
rather than ODIs.

Despite the outrage in New Zealand, Kohli
also downplayed the importance of the ODI
series on Wednesday, saying it was a chance
for India to experiment with new players.
“ODIs are not as relevant as T20s this year,
especially having the (T20) World Cup and
the Test Championship running simultaneous-
ly,” he said before the opening ODI match in
Hamilton. “So I think in the ODIs you’ll see
more new guys getting chances and really
having a go at expressing themselves at this
level.” — AFP
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SCOREBOARD

India
P. Shaw c Latham b de Grandhomme 20
M. Agarwal c Blundell b Southee 32
V. Kohli b Sodhi 51
S. Iyer c Santner b Southee 103 
KL Rahul not out 88 
K. Jadhav not out 26
Extras (lb 7, w 19, nb1) 27  
Total (4 wickets, 50 overs) 347
Fall of wickets: 1-50 (Shaw), 2-54 (Agarwal), 3-156 (Kohli), 4-
292 (Iyer)
Bowling: Southee 10-1-85-2 (w1), Bennett 10-0-77-0 (w6), de
Grandhomme 8-0-41-1 (w3), Neesham 8-0-52-0 (nb1, w3),
Santner 10-0-58-0 (w2), Sodhi 4-0-27-1

New Zealand: 
M. Guptill c Jadhav b Thakur 32
H. Nicholls run out Kohli 78 
T. Blundell st Rahul b Yadav 9
R. Taylor not out 109  
T. Latham c Shami b Yadav 69
J. Neesham c Jadhav b Shami 9
C. de Grandhomme run out Kohli 1
M. Santner not out 12
Extras (lb 4, w 24, nb 1) 29  
Total (6 wickets, 48.1 overs) 348
Fall of wickets: 1-85 (Guptill), 2-109 (Blundell), 3-171 (Nicholls),
4-309 (Latham), 5-328 (Neesham), 6-331 (de Grandhomme)
Bowling: Bumrah 10-1-53-0 (w13), Shami 9.1-0-63-1 (w7),
Thakur 9-0-80-1 (nb1,w2), Jadeja 10-0-64-0 (w1), Yadav 10-
0-84-2 (w1)
Result: New Zealand win by four wickets.

Final scores in the first one-day international between New
Zealand and India in Hamilton yesterday:

Taylor-made victory as Black 
Caps down India in run-fest

HAMILTON: An unbeaten century from veteran bats-
man Ross Taylor powered New Zealand to a stunning
four-wicket win over India in the first one-day inter-
national in Hamilton yesterday. The hosts completed
the second highest run chase in their history to finish
on 348 for four and overhaul the imposing target set
by India.

It was a morale-boosting victory for the Black Caps,
who went into the match as underdogs after a 5-0
whitewash in the recent Twenty20 series, when they
repeatedly squandered winning opportunities. The
roles were reversed at Seddon Park, with India posting
a mammoth total of 347 for four after losing the toss,
including a maiden century to Shreyas Iyer and half-
centuries for skipper Virat Kohli and KL Rahul. 

But the tourists’ bowling attack failed to prevent a
match-turning innings from Taylor, who scored a 73-
ball century, his 21st in ODIs, and ended the match on
109 not out.  He was supported by a quick-fire 69 from
captain Tom Latham and Henry Nicholls’ hard-fought
78, although three late wickets gave India hope of res-
cuing the match.

“It’s been a long time between drinks,” said Latham,
whose side suffered a 3-0 Test series defeat in Australia
before the T20 drubbing on home soil. “It’s nice to get
over the line and we managed to keep our composure
at the end and get there.”

Kohli was gracious in defeat, saying India produced
a “decent” performance that was not quite good
enough on the day.

“You have to say that the opposition played better
than us because they were more intense,” he said.

New Zealand started their chase well, reaching 147
for two after 25 overs as Taylor and Nicholls developed
a promising partnership. It took a piece of fielding bril-
liance from Kohli to break it with India’s skipper
swooping on a stay ball and tossing it underarm with
skill in mid-air to run-out a diving Nicholls. 

But Taylor continued his assault with Latham to take
New Zealand to 292 for three with 10 overs remaining
and the 35-year-old remained at the crease to hit the
winning run. While Iyer’s 103 from 107 balls was the

highlight of India’s innings, debutant opening batsmen
Mayank Agarwal and Prithvi Shaw also performed
solidly, bring up an opening partnership of 50.

Iyer rode his luck at times — dropped on nine and
83 — but earned praise from VVS Laxman for the way
he set about dismantling New Zealand’s attack. “I really
enjoyed the way he paced his innings, a very mature
knock,” the Indian batting legend said in commentary.

Laxman’s praise for Rahul, who scored an unbeaten
88, was even more fulsome, saying the wicketkeeper-
batsman had cemented his spot in the Indian side after
recovering from a form slump. 

“He’s a special talent, I’d put him in the league of
Rohit Sharma and Virat Kohli,” he said. The ever-reli-
able Kohli cruised to his 58th ODI half-century in a
102-run partnership with Iyer that ended when spinner
Ish Sodhi clean bowled him on 51 with a deceptively
flighted ball.

It was a rare highlight for the New Zealand bowlers,
whose inaccuracy proved expensive on the small
ground. Tim Southee was the best performer with two
wickets, but he conceded 8.5 runs an over taking them.
The second ODI will be played at Auckland’s Eden Park
on Saturday. — AFP

Second ODI at Auckland’s Eden Park on Saturday

HAMILTON: India’s Virat Kohli (L) runs out New Zealand’s Colin de Grandhomme (R) during the first One Day
International cricket match between New Zealand and India at Seddon Park in Hamilton yesterday. — AFP

CAPE TOWN: Temba Bavuma hopes his eye-catching
innings in South Africa’s seven-wicket victory over
England in the first one-day international at Newlands
on Tuesday will end the debate over whether he
deserves his place in the side.

Batting at number three, Bavuma’s excellent 98
comes after a difficult month in which he was tem-
porarily dropped from the test side for a home series
against England that South Africa lost 3-1.

His axing stirred debate on social media about
whether his place in the team was deserved or whether
he was only being picked because of efforts to redress
imbalances from the country’s apartheid era.

Cricket South Africa targets the inclusion of two
black African players and four from the mixed-race
and Indian communities in each team, averaged
through the year. “It has been hard. It’s not so much
the dropping part, all players get dropped, everyone
goes through slumps of not scoring well,” Bavuma
told reporters. “The awkwardness and discomfort
from my side is when you are thrown into talks of
transformation.

“Yes, I am black, that’s my skin. But I play cricket
because I love it. “I’d like to think the reason I am in
the team is because of performances I have put for-
ward in my franchise side, and also for the national
team, whenever I have been able to.”

The 29-year-old, who has been a top performer
across all formats in domestic cricket over the past few

years, has hit out at what he saw as double standards
in the transformation debate.

“The one thing that irks me is when you are seen
through the eyes of transformation,” he said.

“When you do well, transformation is not spoken
about but when you do badly transformation is thrown
at the top of the agenda. I have a serious problem with
that. “We’ve got to be able to take the good with the
bad. If transformation is bad when black African play-

ers are not doing well, then when we are doing well,
let’s also recognise transformation for what it’s done.”

The diminutive batsman said he is not taking his
place in the team for granted. “I don’t think I have
nailed my spot in the side. This was just my third game
and I am just happy to be on the field,” he added.

“I don’t know what’s going to happen after this
series or next week. It’s just to enjoy the little moments
I have.”— Reuters
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CAPE TOWN: South Africa’s Temba Bavuma (R) is watched by England’s wicketkeeper Jonny Bairstow as he plays
a shot during the first one day international (ODI) cricket match between South Africa and England at The
Newlands Cricket Stadium in Cape Town. — AFP

KATHMANDU: Thousands of
fans turned up to watch Nepal
play their first ever official one-
day international (ODI) on home
soil in Kathmandu yesterday but
Oman spoiled the party as they
won by 18 runs. It was the first of
six matches in a tri-series that
also includes the United States at
the Kirtipur Cricket Ground,
which was packed on a special
day for the Himalayan nation.

Put into bat by Nepal, Oman
scored 197 for nine in their 50
overs, with middle order batsman
Mohammad Nadeem anchoring
the innings and finishing with a
patient 69 not out off 96 balls.
Nepal were all out for 179 despite
late heroics by Sandeep
Lamichhane after Sharad
Vesawkar scored 55 at the top of
the order. Lamichhane’s cameo
had the fans on their feet as he hit
three boundaries and a six before
falling for 28 off 27 balls.

Nepal’s 29-year-old captain
and batsman Gyanendra Malla had
spoken about what a proud

moment it would be for his country
to host an ODI recognised by the
International Cricket Council.
“When we started playing cricket,
everybody wanted to get ODI sta-
tus and get big cricket over here,”
Malla had told ESPNcricinfo
https://www.espncricinfo.com/sto
ry/_/id/28626756/have-dream-
play-test-cricket-nepal-sandeep-
lamichhane earlier this week.

“Finally, one-dayers are here in
Kathmandu, one of my favourite
venues. The first ODI home series,
that’s one of the proudest
moments for me as a captain.”
Lamichhane, the first Nepalese
picked up at the Indian Premier
League (IPL) auction in 2018
when he signed for the Delhi
Capitals, hopes they will one day
play test cricket.

“I have a dream to play test crick-
et for Nepal and every little contri-
bution from my side will go for
Nepal cricket,” the 19-year-old had
said. “Till the day of retirement of my
cricket career, I would like to play
test cricket for Nepal.” — Reuters
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LONDON: British distance-running great Mo
Farah has withdrawn from next month’s Big
Half race in London with an achilles injury,
organisers announced yesterday.

The four-time Olympic gold medallist,
preparing for the 2020 Games in Tokyo, suf-
fered the minor injury in training. Farah, 36, has
won the half-marathon event for the past two
years and was due to take on a field featuring
Ethiopia star Kenenisa Bekele on March 1.

“I was really looking forward to racing the
Vitality Big Half again,” said Farah in a state-
ment issued by event organisers. “Everyone
knows how much I love racing in London, but
my priority is to be fit, healthy and competitive
for the summer season and for that reason I
have had to make the tough decision not to
race this year.”

Farah will continue his Olympic prepara-
tions in Africa after changing his mind about
running the marathon in Tokyo to return to the
track, having won double gold over 5,000
metres and 10,000m at the London 2012 and
Rio 2016 Games.

He won the 2018 Chicago marathon in a
European record time but could only manage

a fifth-place finish at last year’s London
Marathon. Eliud Kipchoge, the world record
holder, is the favourite to win marathon gold in
Tokyo. Farah is set to defend his 10,000m title
in Japan instead. — AFP
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