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Ghanem also said he will submit a proposal to form a 

commission to investigate people suspected of obtain-
ing Kuwaiti citizenship through illegal means, insisting 
their number is not small. The government also prom-
ised to accelerate the process of building homes for 
Kuwaitis, while several MPs doubted that the govern-
ment is serious, saying its housing policies are con-
trolled by highly influential people. 

In his speech about stateless people or bedoons and 
Kuwaiti citizenship, Ghanem said he will submit today a 
proposal calling for setting up a central agency for 
probing suspected forgery cases in Kuwaiti citizenship. 
He cited the example of a woman who obtained citizen-
ship illegally and even obtained two identities and got 
employment as a citizen, adding that there was an 
increase of 400,000 people in housing applications 
and this must be investigated. He said that he does not 
say that all of the 400,000 have got citizenship through 
illegal means, but thousands have fake nationalities and 
this must be investigated. 

On bedoons, Ghanem said they were 51,466 in 1965, 

but dropped to just over 39,000 five years later. Their 
number jumped to 124,000 in 1975 and to as many as 
220,000 in 1990 just before the Iraqi invasion. After 
the liberation in early 1991, the number of bedoons 
almost halved to 117,000, as many returned to their 
original nationalities. 

The speaker said there are bedoons who sacrificed 
their lives defending Kuwait, but there are others who 
betrayed the country, and as such “we should not treat 
them equally”. He said 3,944 bedoons who worked in 
the military before the invasion collaborated with the 
Iraqi occupation, and thus betrayed the country, adding 
they will not be granted citizenship. Ghanem told HH 
the Prime Minister Sheikh Sabah Al-Khaled Al-Sabah 
that some people are plotting to topple him, adding that 
they are preparing to grill the premier but are waiting 
for the right timing. 

Minister of Public Works and Housing Rana Al-Fares 
told the Assembly that over the past six years, as many as 
66,000 housing units and plots have been distributed, 
adding that the government has signed several projects 
worth hundreds of millions of dinars to accelerate the 
construction of homes. MP Shuaib Al-Muwaizri said 
resolving the housing problem is very simple because 
money and land are available, but said that there are 
some who deliberately refuse to resolve the problem 
because they want to keep citizens engaged forever. He 
said resolving the housing problem will save KD 1.2 bil-
lion paid in housing allowances over the next 10 years.

MPs slam Trump’s 
‘Deal of the Century...
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Last week, Bello, Undersecretary Claro Arellano, 

Overseas Workers Welfare Administration (OWWA) 
head Hans Leo Cacdac and Philippine Overseas 
Employment Administration (POEA) chief Bernard 
Olalia met with Kuwaiti officials to discuss and agree 
on a standard employment contract to ensure the wel-
fare and protection of OFWs in the Gulf state. 

The salient provisions of the standard employment 
contract include prohibition for employers to keep any of 
the worker’s personal identity documents such as the 
passport, and the entitlement of a worker to own a phone 
and use it outside working hours provided that she 
guards the secrets and privacy of the household, and use 
the phone in a manner consistent with public morals. 

The OFWs are also entitled to a paid full day per 
week break and must not work for more than 12 hours a 
day. The worker should be allowed to have no less than 
an hour’s break after five consecutive hours of work, 
and the right to at least eight hours of consecutive night 
rest. Employers are also prohibited to assign a domes-
tic worker to work outside Kuwait or be transferred to 
another employer without the OFW’s written consent. 
If this occurs without the agreement of the worker, the 
worker will be returned to the Philippines at the 
expense of the employer. 

The employer should ensure the OFW’s adequate 
lifestyle and is obliged to provide medical treatment 
and nursing by registering her in the health system 
applicable in Kuwait. “All of the provisions which 
President Rodrigo Duterte requested were all granted. 
The harmonized employment contract should be 
retroactive and effective immediately,” Bello added. In 
early January, the labor department imposed a total 
deployment ban due to the alleged attempt of the 
Kuwaiti government to cover up the true cause of the 
death of Villavende.

Philippines mulls  
partial lifting...
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 @realdonaldtrump has blinded her to the repulsive 

nature of her smug, elitist behavior.”  
After the event, Pelosi tweeted a photo of her with her 

hand reaching out to Trump and said, “Democrats will 
never stop extending the hand of friendship to get the job 
done #ForThePeople. We will work to find common 
ground where we can, but will stand our ground where we 
cannot. #SOTU” 

The tension was a sign that little legislative progress 
should be expected with the presidential election nine 
months away. The impeachment case has intensified bitter 
feelings between Trump, a former reality TV star-turned 
conservative politician, and Pelosi, a California liberal, that 
have existed throughout his presidency. He routinely calls 
her “Crazy Nancy” at his campaign rallies. 

As he began the speech, Republicans from both houses 
of Congress chanted “four more years” while he stood at 
the lectern in the chamber of the House. Democrats sat 
silently and some could be seen shaking their heads as 
Trump declared, “The state of our union is stronger than 
ever before.” Pelosi, who dropped her opposition to 
impeachment and allowed Democratic lawmakers to seek 
the charges against him, sat stoically and grim-faced 
behind Trump and paged through a paper copy of his 
speech as he spoke. 

Trump presented himself as a big improvement over 
Democratic President Barack Obama, whom he succeed-
ed three years ago, saying he had bolstered US economic 
growth and increased jobs. “In just three short years we 
have shattered the mentality of American decline and we 
have rejected the downsizing of America’s destiny,” he 
said. The House impeachment managers, acting as prose-
cutors in the Senate impeachment trial, were seated 
together at the front of the Democrats’ section. 

Many House Democratic women wore white for a sec-
ond year in a row, a sign of the suffrage movement that 
won women the right to vote 100 years ago. Several 
Democratic lawmakers refused to attend the annual 
speech to protest Trump, such as liberal firebrand 
Alexandria Ocasio-Cortez. Trump, using the speech to lay 

out his vision for a second four-year term, said a 
Democratic plan to expand government-funded health 
insurance amounted to a “socialist takeover” that would 
bankrupt the country, cut benefits for those who have 
them now and provide care to illegal immigrants. 
Democratic presidential candidates and many lawmakers 
have proposed healthcare plans that would be run by the 
government, a sharp departure from the current, private 
system in which millions of Americans receive medical 
insurance from their employers. Trump’s lack of a health-
care plan has left him open to criticism that he has not put 
enough work into finding a way to reduce rising insurance 
costs that burden middle-class Americans. “We will never 
let socialism destroy American healthcare!” Trump said. 

Democratic women stood and chanted “HR 3” - a ref-
erence to a Democratic bill that would lower drug costs. In 
the televised Democratic response to Trump’s speech, 
Michigan Governor Gretchen Whitmer said: “Democrats 
are trying to make your healthcare better. Republicans in 
Washington are trying to take it away.”  

Trump said his policies of deregulation and tax cuts - 
criticized by opponents as damaging the environment and 
favoring the wealthy over the poor - were responsible for 
“unparalleled” economic success. He listed the North 
American USMCA trade pact, a trade deal with China, 
massive military spending, “unprecedented” measures to 
stop illegal immigration, and his bid to “end America’s 
wars in the Middle East” as examples of fulfilling his com-
mitments to voters. He threw his conservative base strings 
of red meat - tough talk on abortion, prayer in schools and 
the right to bear arms.  

But flourishes that could have come right out of 
Trump’s days as a reality TV show entertainer grabbed 
the real attention. At one moment he paused his speech to 
praise Rush Limbaugh, one of the fathers of America’s 
hugely influential conservative radio landscape, who dis-
closed this week that he has advanced lung cancer. To the 
surprise of the packed audience, Trump announced that 
his wife Melania, who was alongside Limbaugh, was going 
to present the ideological star with the coveted Medal of 
Freedom - the highest possible civilian award. 

Later, Trump outdid even this stroke of theatrics by 
singling out a woman in the audience whose army hus-
band had been away for months on foreign deployments, 
then telling her he had “a very special surprise”. It was her 
husband, in full uniform, coming down the stairs for a tear-
ful, surprise reunion - in front of a primetime national tele-
vision audience. —  Agencies   
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 athletes and spectators are under consideration in 

venue operations planning.” According to an investiga-
tion by Waseda University, there were 105 mosques in 
Japan at the end of 2018. But with these spread across 
the country and many of them small and on the out-

skirts of Tokyo, it may be difficult for Muslims who 
need to pray five times a day. Inoue said he has already 
spoken to several Olympic committees, including most 
recently Indonesia, about helping their athletes. 

Topan Rizki Utraden, an Indonesian who has lived in 
Japan for 12 years, came to the Mobile Mosque for the first 
time with his daughter. He said it can be challenging to find 
a quiet place to pray in Japan, particularly outside Tokyo. 
“It is really difficult to find mosques near your place,” said 
Utraden. “If you are in the city there is no problem but if 
you take a road trip outside Tokyo it is difficult. 
“Sometimes I pray in a park but sometimes the Japanese 
look at me like ‘what are you doing?’” —  Reuters 

Unique solution  
to help Muslims...
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said there were 12 children on board. Turkish media 

also said the two pilots, a Turkish national and a South 
Korean, were seriously hurt.  

NTV showed images of the badly damaged plane and 
flames inside, which were later put out by firefighters. 
After darkness fell, television footage showed dozens of 
rescue workers in high-visibility jackets surrounding the 
plane with flashlights. Some sprayed water jets onto the 
severed body of the aircraft, while others could be seen 
climbing up onto the plane to comb through the cabin. 

According to NTV, Turhan said the plane broke after a 
“strong landing” at Sabiha Gokcen, one of two main interna-
tional airports in Istanbul. The front of the plane including the 
cockpit was sliced off from bulk of the fuselage, and another 

huge fissure separated the rear of the aircraft including the 
tail. Sabiha Gokcen, which lies on the Asian side of Turkey’s 
commercial hub, was closed and flights were being redirected 
to Istanbul’s main airport. 

There had been very strong winds and rain in the area 
before the incident and poor weather conditions in 
Istanbul, particularly in winter, often lead to the cancella-
tion of flights. The Istanbul public prosecutor has launched 
an investigation into the incident. The plane had landed at 
the airport at 1518 GMT, the private DHA news agency 
reported. In Jan 2018, a Pegasus Boeing 737-800 slid 
down an embankment at Trabzon airport on the Black Sea, 
and landed just meters from the water with its wheels 
stuck in thick mud.  

After four days, the plane was eventually lifted back onto 
the runway with engineers using cranes. All 162 passenger 
and six crew were safely evacuated. President Recep 
Tayyip Erdogan has sought to make Istanbul the world’s top 
aviation hub and in 2018 opened a new mega-airport in the 
city of 15 million people. Pegasus, which has been flying for 
20 years, has a fleet of 83 aircraft, including 47 Boeings and 
36 Airbus planes, according to its website. — AFP

Plane skids off  
runway, splits...

MANCHESTER, New Hampshire: Democratic White 
House candidate Pete Buttigieg seized a shock lead in 
the chaotic Iowa caucuses, closely trailed by leftist sen-
ator Bernie Sanders, according to partial returns 
released on Tuesday after an embarrassing delay in 
reporting the results. Progressive standard-bearer 
Elizabeth Warren was in third place followed by Joe 
Biden, a disappointing showing for the former vice 
president who has claimed he is best positioned to 
defeat Donald Trump in November. 

Buttigieg, the 38-year-old former mayor of South 
Bend, Indiana, who has been battling Biden for the 
moderate wing of the party, hailed what he called an 
“astonishing victory” in the Midwestern farm state 
which kicks off the presidential nominating process. “I 
have never been more confident in our campaign, in our 
team, and in the vision that brought to us this point,” 
Buttigieg told ecstatic supporters in New Hampshire, 
which holds the next nominating contest on Feb 11. 

With polls still mixed on whether Americans would 
be comfortable with an openly gay president, Buttigieg 
also made a rare, though implicit, reference to his sexu-
ality - and the added significance it gave the Iowa out-
come. “It validates for a kid, somewhere in a communi-
ty, wondering if he belongs, or she belongs, or they 
belong in their own family, that if you believe in yourself 

and your country there’s a lot backing up that belief,” 
he said with a catch in his voice. 

According to the partial results, Buttigieg, unknown 
nationally a year ago, leads with 26.8 percent followed 
by Sanders, the 78-year-old self-described democratic 
socialist, with 25.2 percent, followed by Senator Warren 
with 18.4 percent, and Biden with 15.4 percent. The 
centrist senator from Minnesota Amy Klobuchar was in 
fifth place on 12.6 percent, with 71 percent of the 
precincts reporting. The results were posted some 21 
hours after Iowans gathered across the state to hold 
the first vote of the presidential nominating season. 

Troy Price, the chairman of the Iowa Democratic 
Party, apologized profusely for the delay and blamed it 
on a “coding error” with an app being used for the first 
time to report the returns from precincts across the 
farm state. Price pledged to provide the full results as 
soon as possible. “We have been working day and night 
to make sure that the results are accurate,” he said. 
“And we also have a paper trail and documentation that 
we have been able to use to provide information to help 
verify the results.” 

As Iowa struggled to publish the results and frus-
trated Democratic candidates fumed, Trump gleefully 
pounced on the hold-up, describing the Democrats’ 
failure to deliver timely results as an “unmitigated dis-
aster”. “Nothing works, just like they ran the country,” 
tweeted Trump - hours before delivering his annual 
State of the Union speech to a joint session of Congress 
under the cloud of impeachment. 

The results are usually known within hours of the 
conclusion of the caucuses, which do not involve a tra-
ditional ballot but see voters attending public gather-
ings and voicing support for the candidate of their 
choice. Iowa kicks off the process of selecting presi-
dential nominees every four years, but the fiasco sur-
rounding the results is likely to increase calls for the 
state to lose the honor.  

“The top finishers, probably Sanders and Buttigieg, 
could have used their showings to launch into New 
Hampshire,” the next contest, said Larry Sabato, a pro-
fessor of politics at the University of Virginia. “Instead, 
the story is the shocking incompetence of the Iowa 
Democratic Party.” He called for an end to the “strange 
system in a 91 percent white state” in favor of giving 
other states a chance to kick off the process. 

Virginia Senator Mark Warner expressed alarm over 
the Iowa debacle. “This chaos has created an environ-
ment where misinformation is now running rampant 
online, further undermining confidence in the demo-
cratic process,” he said. With Iowa still mired in confu-
sion, the Democratic candidates turned their sights on 
New Hampshire. According to a Boston Globe/WBZ-
TV/Suffolk University poll released Monday, Sanders is 
leading in the Granite State with 24 percent, followed 
by Biden on 18 percent, Warren with 13 percent and 
Buttigieg with 11 percent. 

Alluding to his own victory in Republican caucuses 
in Iowa, Trump said that “the only person that can claim 
a very big victory in Iowa last night is ‘Trump’”. “When 
will the Democrats start blaming RUSSIA, RUSSIA, 
RUSSIA, instead of their own incompetence for the 
voting disaster that just happened in the Great State of 
Iowa?” Trump tweeted. — AFP 

Buttigieg leads in chaotic  
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ANKARA: At least 33 people were killed in eastern Turkey 
yesterday by a second avalanche which buried a team of 
rescuers searching for people hit by the first the day before. 
The bodies of 33 rescue workers and civilians were discov-
ered in Van province, where they had been helping dig out 
a minibus buried by snow late Tuesday, the government’s 
disaster agency AFAD said. Five people aboard the vehicle 
were killed, taking the overall toll to 38. Eight people had 
been rescued alive from the first avalanche. 

Television images showed dozens of people scrambling 
up the mountains, digging through snow in blizzards to find 
those trapped under the snow. The number of those injured 
was 53 in total after the second avalanche hit after 0900 
GMT between Bahcesaray and Catak districts, AFAD said. 
Health Minister Fahrettin Koca warned the number of casu-
alties could rise as local media reported an unknown num-
ber of people could still be under the snow. 

The rescuers had been searching for two people from 
Tuesday’s incident, AFAD’s Van province chairman Osman 
Ucar told reporters from his hospital bed. He was among 
those injured including former ruling party MP for Van, 
Gulsen Orhan, who now advises President Recep Tayyip 

Erdogan. Van governor Mehmet Emin Bilmez said rescue 
efforts continued despite the difficult winter conditions 
causing transport problems with heavy snow continuing to 
fall on the mountainside. 

Interior Minister Suleyman Soylu said rescuers had 
paused overnight and resumed their efforts yesterday 
morning to find the last two people. Authorities were alert-
ed to the first avalanche when snow-clearing vehicle opera-
tor Bahattin Karagulle escaped from his snow-covered 
machine and informed officials of what had happened, 
Milliyet daily reported. 

The AFAD agency sent dozens of rescue workers after 
the first disaster while gendarmerie officers and firefighters 
provided assistance. Local media reported that residents in 
nearby areas also joined the rescue efforts in an area diffi-
cult to reach in harsh winter conditions. Television images 
showed dozens of people scrambling up the mountains, 
digging through snow in blizzards to find those caught 
under the snow. 

A special military plane with 75 gendarmerie officers 
and other rescue officials were on their way from Ankara, 
AFAD and the defense ministry said. Erdogan spoke to 
Soylu to obtain information on the efforts, the presidency 
said. The president’s spokesman, Ibrahim Kalin, also said 
on Twitter that “every tool available was mobilized” to 
help officials. Christian Berger, the EU ambassador to 
Turkey, offered his “deepest sympathies and heartfelt 

condolences” as did the US embassy to Turkey on 
Twitter. Last month, the eastern province of Elazig was 
hit by a powerful 6.7-magnitude earthquake, killing 41 

people and injuring over 1,600 others. A 2009 avalanche 
in the northeastern province of Gumushane killed 11 
climbers in the Zigana mountains. — AFP 

Avalanches kill nearly  
40 in eastern Turkey 

VAN, Turkey: Emergency service members dig in the snow around at least three overturned vehicles near the town of 
Bahcesehir in this eastern province of Van yesterday. — AFP 


