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This picture taken yesterday, shows houses covered with snow on the outskirts of Pristina after, heavy snowfalls.—AFP 

She treated thousands of people in an
underground hospital in a besieged
rebel enclave in Syria. Now Amani

Ballour, the doctor at the center of the
Oscar-nominated documentary “The
Cave”, is stepping out into the limelight.
But the 32-year-old pediatrician, who is
still haunted by the dying and mutilated
children she had to treat, hopes the atten-
tion the film has garnered will remind the
world that the horror of the Syrian war is
about to enter its ninth year.

“For me it is not a film, it’s my life, my
reality,” Dr Ballour told AFP before she
obtained a visa allowing her to attend the
Oscars ceremony in Los Angeles on
Sunday. The harrowing 102-minute film
shows the doctor not just struggling to
keep wounded children alive in her operat-
ing theatre in the former rebel stronghold
of Eastern Ghouta, but also having to deal
with sexism as a woman in charge of a
Syrian hospital. “The Cave” is one of two
shattering films about the conflict in the
running for an Oscar alongside Waad al-
Kateab’s Aleppo-set “For Sama”, which
won best documentary at the Cannes film
festival in May.

‘Hell on Earth’ 
“The Oscar nomination will help throw

more light onto the Syrian cause, and

hopefully help push people to support
us,” said Ballour, who has been living in
Turkey since Eastern Ghouta fell after a
five-year siege in 2018. The rebel enclave
was described as “Hell on Earth” by UN
Secretary General Antonio Guterres as it
was being pummelled by President
Bashar al-Assad’s forces. With the war
still raging in Syria, half a million people
have been displaced in the last two
months by an offensive by the Assad gov-
ernment and its Russian all ies in the

northwest of the country.
The exodus of refugees it has sparked

is one of the biggest of the war.  Like mil-
lions of Syrians forced from their homes,
Ballour said that she finds it difficult to be
at peace with herself in exile.   “When I
was at home I could help people, I was
calmer despite all the difficulties, the bom-
bardments, the hunger and the tragedies
we were witnessing every day,” she said.
Instead, the young woman who has just
won the Raoul Wallenberg Prize from the
Council of Europe for her “exceptional
humanitarian acts”, is haunted by the suf-
fering of her thousands of child patients.

“The children did not understand any-
thing... They always asked what was hap-
pening, why are they bombing us, why they
were hungry. It was very difficult to
explain to them,” the doctor said. She was

particularly marked by one 11-year-old
boy, Abdel Rahmane, who was in school
when his class was hit by a shell, wounding
most of his classmates.

‘Where are my legs?’ 
“He lost his two legs. When he woke

from the anaesthetic, he asked, ‘Where are

my legs? Why have you amputated
them?’” “You could not look the children in
the eye when you are treating them, none
of us could,” she added. The most difficult
memory is of the day when the area was
attacked with sarin poison gas in August
2013. At least 1,429 people, 426 of them
children, were killed in the attack blamed
on the Assad government, according to US
statistics.

“In ‘The Cave’ hospital there was no
room left to put the corpses, we piled them
up one on top of the other,” she recalled.
Yet the documentary, made by the Syrian
director Firas Fayyad, has moments of joy,
like an improvised birthday party, when
surgical gloves were blown up to serve as
balloons.  The medical staff became “one
big family, we tried to find moments of joy...
so we could feel human again,” she said.

But as well as the daily horrors, Dr
Ballour had to put up with the sexism in
what is still a very conservative environ-
ment. “At the start, I heard them say things
like (as a woman) I was not up to it. As well
as all the pressures of the job, I had to
prove that women were capable” of run-
ning a hospital, she said. — AFP

Asteroid ‘will destroy 
Earth within a decade’ 

An asteroid will destroy Earth within 10 years,
according to a conspiracy theorist. Pastor Thomas
Thorn claims the planet will meet a fiery end,
according to Revelation 8, as text suggests that one
of the signs of the plagues of Exodus is “scorching
and setting ablaze fields and forests” - which he
linked to the wildfires in Australia. Thorn came to the
conclusion after analyzing this ‘sign’ and the Book of
Revelation. He cited a passage: “Then the seven
angels who had the seven trumpets prepared them-
selves to sound them, and there followed hail and
fire mixed with blood, and they were thrown upon
the earth. A third of the trees and all the green grass
were burned up. “Then the second angel sounded,
and something like a great mountain, burning with
fire, was thrown into the sea. A third of the sea
became blood, a third of the living creatures in the
sea died, and a third of the ships were destroyed.”

•••••••••
Two lampposts 

built in same garden 
A family is furious after they were left with two
lampposts in their garden. The trouble began when
Steve and Louise Price were told the first lamppost
had been put in the wrong place. Three years later a
second lamppost has now been put on the other
side of their house, as the land is owned by develop-
ers. To make matters worse, Steve and Louise have
discovered the garden of their new build home is 3ft
shorter than it was meant to be, and the family are
now locked in a legal dispute with the developers.
Steve said: “The whole situation has caused us a
huge amount of upset and stress. I’ve been petrified
they will turn up at my house when I’m at work and
dig up my garden. We are in a stand-off. They won’t
pay us for the loss of land so I am trying to stop
them from finishing the work until they pay. “We
wouldn’t be in this position if they put the lamppost
in the right place to begin with.”

•••••••••
Man mistakes

coat for a leopard 
A man pulled over after seeing a leopard on the
road - only to discover that it was “some tart’s coat”.
Ben Lily, tentatively approached the ‘animal’ in
Hebden Bridge in Yorkshire and feared that he may
have his face “ripped off” by the creature, only for
her dread to turn to embarrassment. Admitting to his
mistake in a Facebook post, Ben said: “Careful! Dead
leopard in the road on way to Halifax! Oh no, it’s
some tart’s coat from last night, can’t believe I
turned back for this!” He added: “My heart was rac-
ing with a kind of excitement. I thought ‘is this a big
cat? It would be an amazing thing to find. “I got out
cautiously, because I didn’t want something taking
my face off, but as soon as I looked at it from the
other angle I started laughing. “I crept up with my
phone out and as the angle changed, I felt like I was
on candid camera. I was chuckling to myself. I start-
ed laughing then to save my own embarrassment.”

•••••••••
People can be buried

in glitter coffins 
The dead have been given the chance to go out in
style - via glitter coffins. The Glitter Coffin Company
is giving people the chance to have a glitzy final
resting place in “beautiful bespoke glitter and crys-
tal coffins and caskets”. There is a range of coloured
coffins available from lilac to rose gold to pink, all of
which are upholstered by hand. The company’s web-
site reads: “Our stunning coffins are a beautiful way
to reflect and celebrate a person’s life. “Our glitters
are made up of a chunky crackle glitter which catch-
es the light beautifully giving the ultimate sparkle
effect on a sunny day or when the light catches the
glitter flex.” For those who want to be cremated,
there are a range of ashes boxes available in similar
shimmering finishes. There are even options for pets,
meaning your beloved pooch or feline can be given
a fitting send-off. — Bang Showbiz
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Syrian paediatrician doctor Amani Ballour holds a wounded child in her arms at the Cave hos-
pital in Kafar Batna, Syria, on February 6, 2018. — AFP photos

Syrian pediatrician doctor Amani Ballour holds a wounded child in her arms at the Cave hospi-
tal in Kafar Batna, Syria.


