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Helping Fund paid KD 3.5 million for
cancer patients in Kuwait last year

Covering services including cash aid, medicine, fees, radiology tests and others
By Meshaal Al-Enezi 

KUWAIT: The Patients Helping Fund Society (PHFS)
had a special booth at an event organized Tuesday at
Faisal Sultan bin Essa Radiology Center’s park to mark
World Cancer Day, through which it explained the fund’s
role in helping patients fight cancer through aid that is
around KD 3.5 million for 500 patients in 2019. PHFS
explained that the aid it provides to patients includes
around 3,500 services such as cash aid, medicine, fees,
radiology tests and others. PHFS also contributes in
boosting all forms of health awareness through lectures,

seminars, forums and health exhibitions.
Kuwait Cancer Control Center (KCCC) Director Dr

Ali Al-Mousawi explained the work process at KCCC
and listed the bodies cooperating with it, namely PHFS.
Mousawi also announced using electronic prescription
at all KCCC clinics and departments for both Kuwaiti
and expat patients, adding that the prescription will
soon include chemotherapy medications and those pre-
scribed for patients hospitalized in wards. 

Mousawi announced that all labs, OPDs and wards
will be liked with the e-filing system by the end of
February and that the cyclotron device will be re-oper-

ated after being fully developed and updated to
become the main center to provide all nuclear medicine
needs in Kuwait. He said all chemotherapy daycare
wards had been renovated in less than 14 days and
radiotherapy wards had been refurbished in a week.
“The surgery department’s ICU will be renovated in
less than 10 days,” he added, noting that all renovations
are fully supported by Health Minister Sheikh Dr Basel
Al-Sabah and his undersecretary Dr Mustafa Redha. 

Commenting on the activities held to mark World
Cancer Day under the slogan of ‘I am and I Will,’
Mousawi said they call for personal commitment and

represent the strength of individual work towards
changing the future for better conditions. Responsible
for 15 percent of fatalities, cancer is the second-lead-
ing cause of death after cardiac diseases worldwide
and in Kuwait.

KUWAIT: The medical testing committee discovered
42 uniformed men from the interior and defense min-
istries as well as the Kuwait National Guard are
infected with AIDS, a local daily reported yesterday
quoting sources familiar with the test results. The
joint committee tests all uniformed men in these three
bodies periodically, Al-Qabas reported quoting the
sources who spoke on the condition of anonymity.
After some of them collapsed during heavy training,
they were tested, as their temperatures were high.
They were isolated and further tests revealed they
have AIDS.

The sources said seven personnel in the Kuwait
National Guard, 21 in the army and 14 in the interior
ministry have AIDS, as testing continues in coordina-
tion with the health ministry according to strictly
confidential procedures, and those infected were iso-
lated in a special ward. The sources lauded the
Kuwait National Guard’s decision to send the infect-
ed guardsmen into medical retirement - two have
been retired while the other five are waiting for com-
pletion of the administrative and legal process.

They said the joint committee that includes med-
ical specialists from the military and health ministry
will start comprehensive tests of uniformed men to
make sure they are free of hepatitis, and those found
infected will be sent into retirement immediately.

42 servicemen
test positive
for AIDS: Report
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KUWAIT: Kuwait Oil
Company (KOC) announced
recruiting around 662 new
Kuwaiti graduates to bring the
total number of its Kuwaiti
employees to 9,560.
According to official state-
ments, the percentage of
Kuwaitis in KOC has risen to
90 percent. The company also
managed to Kuwaitize 3,700 jobs in subcontracts to take
the total percentage of citizens working through these
contracts to 26.58 percent. 

Meanwhile, a state of confusion spread within the oil
sector following statements attributed to a Kuwait
Petroleum Corporation (KPC) subsidiary company’s CEO
about merging Kuwait National Petroleum Company
(KNPC), Kuwait Integrated Petrochemical Industry
Company (KIPIC) and Petrochemical Industries Company
(PIC). In this regard, informed oil sources said the state-
ments made by KNPC CEO Waleed Al-Bader came during
an unofficial meeting and that the reports were inaccurate
and misinterpreted as they only came in response to an
inquiry made by a staff member concerning the initially
agreed upon merger pending concluding final studies. The
sources underlined that the merging process requires con-
cluding ongoing studies, getting final approvals and up to
a year or 18 months of arrangements and coordination
before going any further. 

In other news, Minister of Oil and Electricity and Water
Khaled Al-Fadhel said the Al-Zour Northern power plant
has been built according to a 40-year public-private-part-
nership (PPP) contract. Fadhel explained that the plant will
produce 1526.8 megawatts per hour that would be sold to
the state according to the contract conditions. 

90 percent of KOC
staff Kuwaitis

KUWAIT: Kuwait’s Public Authority for Food and
Nutrition said that the World Health Organization (WHO)
has not issued any recommendations for nations to ban the
import of foods from China, neither has any country done
so. Based on scientific evidence from global organizations
such as WHO and other food safety bodies, food has not
been identified as a likely source of transmission of the
novel coronavirus, deputy director Reem Al-Felaij said.
The Kuwaiti body said it is closely monitoring food safety
reports issued by the International Food Safety Authorities
Network (INFOSAN), a body jointly established by WHO
and the United Nations Food and Agricultural
Organization. It is also aware of necessary precautions to
be taken, if need be, in line with the Gulf Cooperation
Council regional alert system on the novel coronavirus.
The Kuwaiti public was urged to abide by health and
hygiene standards during the consumption of food, includ-
ing the need to ensure that meats are cooked thoroughly
before eating. — KUNA

Kuwait authority
says no China
food ban

KUWAIT: National Bank of Kuwait (NBK) organizes
‘NBK digital Talks’ at Al-Shaheed Park, as part of the
bank’s continuous efforts to support the social and
economic development in Kuwait.

The f irst  ‘NBK Digital  Talk’  took place on
Tuesday, January 28, 2020 at the Multipurpose Hall
in Al-Shaheed Park. The speakers were Abdulaziz Al-
Loughani, CEO, Floward, Ali Al-Matrook, Managing
Director, TONS and Nasser Al-Humaidi , CEO,
Upayments. NBK will be arranging different digital

events all the year round as part of its support to and
partnership with Al-Shaheed Park.  

NBK’s Public Relations Manager Yaqoub Al-Baqer
said that NBK will be organizing a number of events
at Al-Shaheed park in line with our digital strategy
that aims to creating a digital community between
NBK and its customers. Baqer noted that as part of
our annual support and partnership with Al-Shaheed
Park, NBK chose this year to lead the change and
arrange digital Talk events.

“Part of NBK’s commitment to sustainability and
to provide our community and customers with
responsible products and services, we are committed
to creating digital engagement with our customers,”
he added. “This improves our customer satisfaction,
increases resources efficiency, helps in creating a
digital community and empowering SMEs to embrace
the technological developments to stay in the race.”

Baqer added “NBK Digital Talks will allow our

B u s i n e s s  B a n k i n g
customers to share
their success stories
a n d  e m p h a s i s  t h e
r o l e  t h a t  N B K  h a s
played in their suc-
cess.” These events
are held in collabo-
ration between NBK
B u s i n e s s  B a n k i n g ,
NBK Digital Factory
a n d  o t h e r  d i g i t a l
departments  in  the
bank.

It is worth mentioning that Al-Shaheed Park is
managed by LOYAC. The park management’s vision
is to help in enhancing the cultural and civilized
dimensions of the country, as well as support the
development of the heritage.

NBK organizes
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KUWAIT: NBK officials with small and medium enterprise owners.

KUWAIT: Kuwaiti artists Redha Salem and Otared Al-Thaqeb opened their galleries at the ‘Arab House’ in Madrid, Spain yesterday as part of the ‘Kuwaiti cultural days’
activities, held in the Spanish capital in cooperation with Kuwait’s National Council for Culture, Arts and Letters (NCCAL). — KUNA


