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Kuwait’s Foreign Minister echoes call
for int’l backing to Palestinian rights

US informed Kuwait about peace plan on reveal day: Sheikh Ahmad
KUWAIT: Kuwait’s Foreign Minister
Sheikh Dr Ahmad Nasser Al-
Mohammad Al-Sabah yesterday restat-
ed Kuwait’s call on the international
community to stick to international law
and legitimacy so that Palestinians can
regain their rights of self-determination
and a state with its capital in East
Jerusalem. Addressing a parliament
session on the recently unveiled US
Middle East peace plan, the minister
reiterated his
country’s unshak-
able policy, princi-
ples and basics
established by His
Highness the Amir
Sheikh Sabah Al-
Ahmad Al-Jaber
Al-Sabah, regard-
ing the Palestinian
cause.

During recent extraordinary meet-
ings of the Arab League and
Organization of Islamic Cooperation,
Kuwait repeated its relentless stance
based on the fact that only utter abid-
ance by relevant international legitima-
cy resolutions could produce a just and
comprehensive solution, he underlined.
In this regard, he cited the 2002 Arab
Peace Init iat ive and UN Security
Council resolutions, including resolu-
tions 242, 338 and 2334, along with
other relevant resolutions, which all
require complete withdrawal from all

Arab territories which were occupied
in 1967 and an independent Palestinian
state on the June 4, 1967 border with
its capital in East Jerusalem.

He added that on January 28, US
National Security Advisor Robert
O’Brien had contacted him to inform
Kuwait about a fresh US peace plan on
the basis of firm relations between
Kuwait and the US and the significance
which the US attaches to His Highness

the Amir’s sensible
policy. On the
same day, he
maintained, the US
unveiled its new
vision for the
Middle East peace
p r o c e s s .
A f t e r w a r d s ,
Kuwait began to

make contacts with the Palestinian side,
in addition to Gulf and Arab countries,
in order to have concerted stances at
regional and international gatherings,
Sheikh Ahmad Nasser remarked. He
also cited the Foreign Ministry’s state-
ment on January 30 as emphasizing
that a just and total solution to the
Palestinian cause could be attained
only by commitment to relevant inter-
national legitimacy resolutions, chiefly
an independent Palestinian state on the
June 1967 border with its capital in
East Jerusalem. It also spoke highly of
US efforts to resolve the Palestinian

cause and put an end to over 70 years
of the Arab-Israel i  confl ict  which
caused the bitter agony of the
Palestinian people and put regional
security and stability in jeopardy, the
foreign minister noted. He further quot-
ed the Cabinet as having recently
repeated Kuwait ’s backing to the
Palestinian issue, in addition to all inter-
national efforts, including US ones, to
reach a fair and total solution.

The minister recalled official talks
between His Highness the Amir and US
President Donald Trump in September
2017 and September 2018 following
reports on a reported US peace plan,
with Sheikh Sabah having stressed that
the Palestinian case is of paramount
significance to Kuwait, Arabs and
Muslims. Furthermore, His Highness the
Prime Minister Sheikh Sabah Al-Khaled
Al-Hamad Al-Sabah, when he had just
taken over as foreign minister, had reaf-
firmed Kuwait’s unwavering backing to
Palestinian rights during several meet-
ings with former and current secretaries
of state, he said. “The US reply came
just as a request from the Kuwaiti side
to carefully mull over the plan once it
was put on table, and not to turn it
down immediately,” he noted.

During its non-permanent member-
ship of the UN Security Council in
2018-2019, Kuwait focused on Arab
issues, chiefly Palestine, on the grounds
that it was the Arab representative at

the council, the foreign minister added.
In February 2018, Kuwait managed to
ral ly up support for international
efforts to enable Palestinian President
Mahmoud Abbas to unprecedentedly
attend a UNSC debate on Palestine, he
boasted. Sheikh Ahmad reminded of
Kuwait’s condemnation of a couple of
US decisions to move the US embassy
to Jerusalem and recognize the Israeli
occupation of Gold Heights. The minis-
ter concluded by thanking the National
Assembly for allocating a sitting on the
recently unvei led US Middle East
peace plan, together with Kuwait’s offi-
cial position on it. — KUNA

KUWAIT: Kuwait’s Foreign Minister
Sheikh Dr Ahmad Nasser Al-
Mohammad Al-Sabah speaks at the
National Assembly yesterday. — KUNA

Palestine
main focus
at UNSC

KUWAIT: Kuwait’s National Security Apparatus
Chief Sheikh Thamer Al-Ali Al-Sabah yesterday
held talks with Italian Ambassador to Kuwait
Carlo Baldocci and the Ambassador of Japan to
Kuwait Masato Takaoka. During the meetings,
Sheikh Thamer reviewed with both envoys aspects
of cooperation and bilateral relations, as well as
ways to enhance and develop them, in addition to
issues of common interest on regional and interna-
tional levels. — KUNA

By Faten Omar

KUWAIT: Kuwait Foundation for the
Advancement of Sciences (KFAS)
yesterday held a press conference to
announce the launch of the Robotics
and Artificial Intelligence (AI) Festival
on Sunday. The festival is a first-of-
its-kind that aims to educate, engage
and inspire people in Kuwait. Director
General of KFAS Dr Adnan
Shihabeddeen said the festival will be
under the patronage of His Highness
the Amir Sheikh Sabah Al-Ahmad Al-
Jaber Al-Sabah and in the presence of
Education Minister Saud Al-Harbi.

He said that due to developments
in scientific discoveries and inven-
tions in the era of the Fourth
Industrial Revolution, many universi-
ties have begun to prepare for new
majors to cover the labor market
need for these advanced skills. “In a
few years, many university majors
wil l  become useless in l ight of
upcoming global developments such
as robotics science, smart machines,
Internet of Things, alternative and
renewable energy, etc,” he added.

Shihabeddeen affirmed that the
festival serves KFAS’ strategic goals,
which are to spread cultural aware-
ness and support the creation of an
environment of science and knowl-
edge “Therefore, one of the founda-
tion’s strategic goals is to keep pace
with the accelerating global technol-
ogy trend here.” He said the founda-
tion has an important and effective
role to contribute to changing the
prevailing view of the classical edu-
cation process. 

Therefore, its role is based on two
main pillars - firstly, to spread scientif-
ic awareness of one of the most
important components of recent rapid
developments, which are robotics and
artificial intelligence and enabling
society, especially the younger gener-
ation, to contribute to involve in the
required technological infrastructure.

“Secondly, to show the importance
of introducing new specializations to

the educational curricula in Kuwait,
whether at schools or universities.
Consequently, developing advanced
curricula based on STEM - science,
technology, engineering and mathe-
matics - and urging decision-makers
in Kuwait to adopt modern studies
that offer technological specializa-
tions,” Shihabeddeen noted.

KFAS Scientific Culture Director Dr
Salam Al-Ablani said the festival will
feature high-tech, world-class interac-
tive experiences, live shows, short
films and hands-on sessions to spark
interest and inspire active engagement
from a wide spectrum of audiences - a
highly interactive adventure taking
people of all ages on a journey from
smart machines in the past to the cur-
rent hi-tech world of robotics.

Meanwhile, Manal Al-Rashed,
Director of Motivating Science and
Technology Program, explained that
the festival will have four zones. The
first zone will be on early automation
in the Muslim civilization. The second
will  have interactive experiences
showcasing the latest AI and robotics
technology. The third zone will hold
workshops and competitions. The last
zone will be on outdoor experiences
and exhibits.

She added that the ministry of edu-
cation has fully booked the day period
for its students for educational field
trips. “Students will be visiting and
participating in the festival during the
morning period, while the evening
period will be available for parents
and other audiences.”

The festival is held with the coop-
eration of “1001 Inventions”, a British
based organization that creates inter-
national educational campaigns and
engaging transmedia productions
aiming to raise awareness of the con-
tributions to science, technology and
culture from the Golden Age of
Islamic Civilization. The festival will
be open to the public from Feb 9 to 14
at Salwa Hall in Salmiya. Entry is free
of charge. To register, visit the web-
site kfasfestivals.com.

Kuwait hosts robotics, AI festival

KUWAIT: KFAS Director General Dr Adnan Shihabeddeen (center) speaks during
the press conference. — KUNA

Kuwait’s security
chief meets Italian,
Japanese envoys

KUWAIT: The Kuwait Army Officers Club hosted yester-
day a farewell ceremony for former Kuwait Army Deputy
Chief of Staff Lt Gen Abdullah Al-Nawaf Al-Sabah. 


