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LA Clippers rally to beat Spurs

LOS ANGELES:  Lonnie Walker IV #1 of the San Antonio Spurs drives to the basket against the LA Clippers at STAPLES Center in Los Angeles, California. — AFP

LOS ANGELES: Paul George found his groove just in
time to help the Los Angeles Clippers pull off a 108-
105 NBA victory over the San Antonio Spurs on
Monday. George, who made just two of his first sev-
en shots, drained four of his last six as the Clippers
rallied from a 15-point second-quarter deficit to
snatch the win. Trailing by nine points at halftime, the
Clippers out-scored the Spurs 31-19 in the third
period to take an 85-82 lead. After a back-and-forth
battle in the fourth the Clippers emerged with the win
by three. 

“We don’t care if it’s a blowout or it’s a close one
— we need to learn how to do both,” said George,
who also pulled down 12 rebounds and handed out
eight assists as the Clippers, second in the Western
Conference, improved to 35-15. Kawhi Leonard led
the Clippers with 22 points and his one-handed dunk
— off a pass from George — put Los Angeles up by
two with 1:35 to play.

George drained a jump shot with 13.7 seconds left
to give Los Angeles a 106-102 lead, the Spurs
responding with a three-pointer from Patty Mills
before Lou Williams made two free throws for the
Clippers to seal it. “Defense is key,” said George, who
left the game with his nose bleeding in the third after
taking an elbow from DeMar DeRozan but returned in
the final period. “I think defensively we got in a nice
little zone and offensively it comes down to us making
good shots. “I just found a rhythm,” he said of his own
late surge. “I was able to see the ball go down ... that’s
all it took.”

LaMarcus Aldridge scored 13 of his 27 points in the
fourth quarter for the Spurs, but DeRozan, who scored
26, came up empty in the final period.

BUTLER SHINES 
In Miami, Jimmy Butler exploded for a season-high

38 points against his former team, doing enough dam-

age to sit out all of the fourth quarter of the Heat’s
137-106 victory over the Philadelphia 76ers.

Butler’s aggressive game helped the Heat overcome
the early departures of injured Tyler Herro and
Meyers Leonard — who had to be helped from the
floor with sprained left ankle. With Boston’s 123-115
victory over the Hawks in Atlanta, Miami and the
Celtics both finished the night with records of 34-15
— eight games behind Eastern Conference leaders
Milwaukee and 1.5 behind second-placed Toronto.

“I felt great,” Butler said. “More than anything I’m
super-happy that we got the Dub (W).” Bam Adebayo
added 18 points, eight rebounds and 11 assists for the
Heat, who scored 41 points in the third quarter to blow
open the game.

In Atlanta, the Hawks rallied to pressure the Celtics
late, but rookie Grant Williams came up with a couple
of big baskets down the stretch — including a driving
layup with 37.6sec remaining that pushed Boston’s

lead to six points. Jayson Tatum scored 28 points for
Boston, connecting on 10 of 20 shots from the field
including five of nine from three-point range. Gordon
Hayward added 24 points and Jaylen Brown had 21 for
the Celtics, who led by as many as 13 before the
Hawks — led by 34 points from Trae Young — slashed
the deficit to three points with less than four minutes
to play. The Golden State Warriors, coming off a 131-
112 win over the Cleveland Cavaliers, kept things
rolling with a 125-117 victory over the Wizards in
Washington.

Alec Burks came off the bench to score 30 points
for Golden State, who had six players score in double
figures to withstand a 43-point performance from
Washington’s Bradley Beal.

Davis Bertans added 19 points for Washington
while Thomas Bryant and Japan’s Rui Hachimura —
back in the starting lineup after missing 22 games with
a groin injury — scored 11 points apiece. — AFP

PARIS: French prosecutors opened an investigation
into claims of rape and sexual abuse of minors in figure
skating yesterday as details emerged of allegations
made 20 years ago against the coach at the heart of the
case. The probe, hailed as a “strong signal” by French
Sports Minister Roxana Maracineanu and in which “the
words of the victims must be heard”, will focus on
claims made by former world championship medallist
Sarah Abitbol last week.

In her autobiography, which was published on
Thursday, Abitbol accused coach Gilles Beyer of raping
her several times from 1990 to 1992 when she was
between the ages of 15 and 17. “He (Beyer) started to

do horrible things leading to sexual abuse and I was
raped at 15,” said Abitbol, now 44, in a video interview
with L’Obs last week.

The investigation will also “attempt to identify all the
other victims who suffered... offences of the same
nature”, Paris-based prosecutor Remy Heitz said in a
statement. Abitbol’s revelations last week coincided
with sports daily L’Equipe publishing an investigation in
which three other skaters accused Beyer and two other
coaches, Jean-Roland Racle and Michel Lotz, of abuse
and rape when they were minors.

Further allegations of underage sexual abuse
emerged from former swimmers and tennis players. On
Friday, 62-year-old Beyer admitted to having had “inti-
mate” and “inappropriate” relations with Abitbol, telling
AFP he was “sincerely sorry”.

“I acknowledge having had intimate relationships
with her,” Beyer said in a statement. “If my memories of
the exact circumstances differ from hers, I am aware
that, given my duties and her age at the time, these
relationships were inappropriate.” Racle has denied the
accusations while Lotz has not commented. 

CALLS FOR RESIGNATION 
Abitbol’s claims, which came on the heels of French

tennis coach Andrew Geddes being jailed for 18 years
for raping four underage players, gathered further pace
on Monday when sports minister Maracineanu told
Didier Gailhaguet to quit as president of France’s ice
skating federation.

“The weight of facts and their continuation over time
illustrate that a general dysfunction exists within the
federation,” she said.  “Didier Gailhaguet cannot
absolve himself of his moral and personal responsibility,
so I have asked him to assume all his responsibilities
and resign.”

Maracineanu, a former swimming world champion,
does not have the power to sack Gailhaguet but inti-
mated that the federation would face state sanctions if
he remains. Gailhaguet is due to hold a press confer-
ence today.

Gailhaguet admitted to “mistakes”, but defended his
record on this matter. “She (Maracineanu) did not listen
to me and she certainly didn’t hear me,” said the 66-
year-old who has been the most influential figure in
French ice skating since he first became president in
1998, some years after the alleged offences.

Gailhaguet has been president ever since apart from
a three-year hiatus between 2004 and 2007 which fol-
lowed a judging scandal at the 2002 Winter Olympics

in Salt Lake City. He was suspended by the
International Skating Union for three years from 2002
and duly gave up, temporarily, the presidency of the
French federation.

Gailhaguet’s accession to the presidency in 1998
opened the door for Beyer to take charge of the French
national team.  Two years later, another skater made a
complaint against Beyer which was followed up at min-
istry level but not acted on by prosecutors.

The report of that investigation, which has been
seen by AFP, shows that Gailhaguet was aware of the
nature of the allegations against Beyer.  In a letter
addressed to him and dated February 8, 2000, the par-
ents of a young skater outline Beyer’s inappropriate
behaviour towards their daughter, who was 17, during
a training camp.

According to the letter which relates to an incident
in July 1999, Beyer was “under the effects of alcohol”
when he sat down on the girl’s bed. After talking he
said he would leave but asked if he could kiss her. She
declined. “It would be desirable, not to say essential ...
that this gentleman never again gets close to adoles-
cent skaters who are minors,” the parents said in the
letter. Beyer did not comment on the letter when con-
tacted by AFP. — AFP
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