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Sampdoria fightback in vain 
as Napoli snatch late goals

NAPOLI: Napoli grabbed two late goals to win 4-2 at
Sampdoria on Monday in a Serie A match featuring two
controversial VAR decisions and a spectacular effort by
veteran Fabio Quagliarella for the hosts.

Diego Demme and Dries Mertens struck in the final
10 minutes as Napoli continued their mini-revival under
fiery coach Gennaro Gattuso with a third successive
win in all competitions.

Napoli had plummeted down the table after a dread-
ful run of results but are now back up to 10th with 30
points, nine off the Champions League spots.

“We’re back, we giving continuity to the work we do
during the week with the boss,” said team captain
Lorenzo Insigne. “The Champions League is feasible
but we have to think match by match.”

Napoli raced to a 2-0 lead after 16 minutes as
Arkadiusz Milik headed in to finish off a slick passing
move and Eljif Elmas turned the ball home at the far
post from a corner for his first Serie A goal, the North
Macedonian crying with emotion as he celebrated.

Quagliarella pulled one back in style in the 26th
minute as the ball was chipped forward to the edge of

the area where the 37-year-old met it with a volley on
the turn which flew into the bottom corner.

Sampdoria thought they had levelled 10 minutes
after halftime with an overhead kick by Gaston Ramirez
but, after a long VAR review, the goal was controver-
sially chalked off for handball by Manolo Gabbiadini at
the start of the move.

VAR, however, went in Sampdoria’s favour when
Kostas Manolas clipped Quagliarella’s ankle and, after
another review with the pitchside monitor, the referee
gave a penalty and Gabbiadini converted in the 73rd
minute. Demme put Napoli back in front after 82 min-
utes and Mertens curled the fourth into an empty net
from midfield after Sampdoria goalkeeper Emil Audero
charged out of his area and headed the ball straight to
the Belgian.

“It was a really good Napoli team, they surprised
us,” said Sampdoria coach Claudio Ranieri, whose
side are 16th and only four points clear of the drop
zone. “We did more and they did less in the second
half but we made some mistakes at the end and they
made us pay.” —Reuters NAPOLI: Napoli teammates celebrate after scoring two late goals to beat Sampdoria.

Matches on TV 
(Local Timings)

SPAIN COPA DEL REY

CD Mirandes v Villarreal CF 23:00
beIN SPORTS

ITALIAN CALCIO LEAGUE

SS Lazio v Hellas Verona FC 22:45
beIN SPORTS 

FRENCH LEAGUE

Olympique Lyonnais v Amiens SC 21:00
beIN SPORTS 
Montpellier HSC v FC Metz 21:00
beIN SPORTS 
Toulouse FC v RC Strasbourg 21:00
beIN SPORTS 
Stade Brest 29 v FC Girondins de Bordeaux 21:00

beIN SPORTS
Stade Reims v OGC Nice 21:00
beIN SPORTS
Nimes Olympique v Dijon 21:00
beIN SPORTS
Saint Etienne v Olympique Marseille 23:00
beIN SPORTS

Match featured two controversial VAR decisions

TORONTO: Mike Hoffman scored the go-ahead
goal midway through the third period, Mark Pysyk
had three goals, and the visiting Florida Panthers
overcame a two-goal deficit to defeat the Toronto
Maple Leafs 5-3 on Monday night. Hoffman’s 19th
goal of the season at 10:13 was the third of four
consecutive Florida goals in the third period.
Pysyk notched his third goal of the game and sev-
enth of the season into an empty net at 19:12.
Jonathan Huberdeau also scored for the Panthers,
who have won seven of their past eight games.
Mike Matheson had three assists, and Hoffman
added an assist. Maple Leafs starting goaltender
Frederik Andersen collided with Panthers center
Frank Vatrano near the end of the first period and
missed the final two periods due to an upper-body
injury. Andersen, who allowed one goal in eight
shots, finished the first period. Michael Hutchinson
replaced him and gave up three goals on 13 shots.

STARS 5, RANGERS 3
Joe Pavelski had two power-play goals in the

first period as Dallas won at New York. Pavelski, a
free agent signee for the Stars last summer, had
been struggling with the puck, scoring his first
goal in nine games on Saturday against the New
Jersey Devils. Stephen Johns, Blake Comeau and
Corey Perry also scored for Dallas, and Anton
Khudobin made 33 saves for the Stars. Pavel
Buchnevich, Brett Howden and Brendan Lemieux
scored power-play goals for the Rangers, and
Lemieux added an assist.

FLYERS 3, RED WINGS 0
Kevin Hayes scored one of Philadelphia’s two

third-period, short-handed goals, and Brian Elliott
faced just 16 shots en route to his 40th career
shutout as the Flyers won at  Detroit . Scott
Laughton and Matt Niskanen also scored, and
Elliott posted his second shutout in his past three
starts. Jonathan Bernier made 28 saves for the Red
Wings, who are 0-8-1 since beating the Ottawa
Senators on Jan 10. — Reuters

Pysyk hat trick 
helps Panthers 
beat Maple Leafs

MILAN: Torino’s Walter Mazzarri became
the 10th manager in Serie A to lose his job
this season yesterday, leaving the side 12th in
the league after shipping no fewer than 17
goals in their last four games.

The gruff 58-year-old former Inter Milan,
Napoli and Watford coach, who had been in
charge for just over two years, is replaced by
Moreno Longo, a former Torino player and
youth team coach, the club said.

Torino’s indifferent season took a sharp
turn for the worse when they lost successive
league games 7-0 at home to Atalanta and
4-0 at lowly Lecce with a 4-2 Coppa Italia
loss to AC Milan sandwiched in between.

Mazzarri, who has been sent off around
20 times in his career and is known as one of
Italy’s angriest coaches on the touchline, led
the side to seventh place last season, despite
a health scare when he was ordered to rest
for several days.

However, instead of progressing, they
have taken a step back this term and
Mazzarri, who has a degree in psychology
and sociology, has been unable to turn the

situation around. “President Urbano Cairo
and coach Walter Mazzarri, after a thorough
analysis of the current situation, have decid-
ed to end their professional relationship,” the
club said in a statement
http://torinofc.it/en/news/04/02/2020/tori-
no-and-mazzarri-part-ways_23704.

“The club wishes to thank the coach and
all of his staff for the commitment, fairness,
and professionalism shown in these last two
years.” Longo began his professional career
at Torino after being raised at the club, for
whom he made 31 appearances. He went on
to play for several lower-tier teams in a
career punctuated by injury. As a coach, he
was in charge of Torino’s youth team for four
seasons and led Frosinone out of Serie B in
2017-18, although he was sacked after four
months of the following campaign in Serie A,
his only top-flight coaching experience.

The other coaching changes in the 20-
team league this season have been at
Sampdoria, AC Milan, Napoli, Udinese,
Fiorentina and twice each at Brescia and
Genoa. — Reuters

Walter Mazzarri parts
company with Torino

Walter Mazzarri

MONTREAL: The World Anti-Doping Agency
(WADA) said Monday it has asked the Court of
Arbitration for Sport (CAS) for a public hearing on its
case for Russia’s exclusion from international sporting
competitions.

At stake in the hearing will be the fate of Russian
athletes hoping to compete in such events as this
year’s Tokyo Olympics and the 2022 Beijing Winter
Olympics and 2022 football World Cup.

WADA director general Olivier Niggli said his
group made the formal request for a public forum to
resolve the dispute would ensure the world hears the
case from both sides and understands how punish-
ment, if any, is administered. “WADA’s investigations
on Russia, and this latest case of non-compliance, have
generated huge interest around the world,” Niggli said.
“It is WADA’s view — and that of many of our stake-
holders — that this dispute at CAS should be held in a
public forum to ensure that everybody understands
the process and hears the arguments.”

WADA sent its case against the Russian Anti-
Doping Agency (RUSADA) to CAS, the world’s highest
sport court, last month. It will be a CAS panel that
must decide whether to confirm the four-year ban
WADA imposed on Russia last month after consider-
ing Russia’s case against the epic sanction.

In December, WADA imposed a four-year ban on
Russia over what it considers a state-sponsored dop-
ing scheme — prohibiting Russia from participating in
such events as this year’s Tokyo Olympics.

WADA says Russia “manipulated” data from an
anti-doping laboratory in Moscow in the latest move in
a long-running scandal that began with the 2015 reve-
lation of long-term institutional doping involving sen-
ior Russian officials, secret agents and trafficked urine
vials. Under the sanctions, Russians would be allowed
to compete in the Tokyo Olympics only if they can
demonstrate they were not part of the doping network
— the same situation Russian athletes faced at the
2018 Pyeongchang Winter Olympics.

RUSADA disputed the WADA executive committee
ban on December 27, setting the stage for WADA to
send the case to CAS. WADA investigators retrieved
data from the RUSADA Moscow laboratory last year,
but in analyzing the data, WADA and independent
investigators confirmed the data had been manipulated
and some data had been deleted.

Earlier, the executive committee of Russia’s sus-
pended athletics federation resigned on Monday and
transferred its authority to a working group designed
to lift the organisation out of a 4-1/2-year doping cri-
sis, the federation said.

The federation was plunged into deeper crisis when

its president and six other people were provisionally
suspended last November for having provided false
explanations and forged documents to justify three
missed doping tests by high jumper Danil Lysenko.

The charges prompted World Athletics, the sport’s
global governing body, to suspend the federation’s
reinstatement procedure and bar Russian track and
field athletes from competing internationally as neu-
trals. The Russian federation’s woes worsened last
week when the Athletics Integrity Unit (AIU), the
global body overseeing integrity in the sport, said the
organisation had shown a “total lack of contrition” in
its response to the Lysenko case and recommended
that it be expelled from global athletics.

The federation said on Monday that its leadership
was resigning and all responsibilities, including liaising

with World Athletics, the AIU and other global organi-
sations, was being transferred to a working group run
by the Russian Olympic Committee.

“The crisis in Russian athletics has already lasted
five years and it is clear to everyone that is had
dragged on,” the federation quoted Sports Minister
Oleg Matytsin as saying.

“Our common goal is to promptly normalise coop-
eration with World Athletics in order to restore our
membership.” World Athletics said last week that the
federation could avoid expulsion if its officials admit-
ted to their involvement in the scandal. Russia is also in
the process of appealing a four-year ban from com-
peting under its flag at major international events as
punishment for having provided WADA with doctored
laboratory data. — Agencies

WADA asks CAS for 
public hearing on 
Russia doping case

Olivier Niggli

MANCHESTER: With Liverpool set to take over as
Premier League champions, Manchester City should
prioritise Europe and can still have a “great season”
if they win the Champions League, former England
striker Ian Wright has said.

City’s 2-0 loss at Tottenham Hotspur on Sunday
was their sixth league defeat of the season, two more
than in the whole of the previous campaign, and left
them 22 points behind Liverpool, who are set to end
a 30-year wait for a league title.

But Wright said City, who meet Real Madrid in the
last 16 of the Champions League this month, can still
salvage their season. “You feel if they don’t win the
Champions League then it’s not a good season. But if

they do win it, it’s a great season,” Wright told BBC
Radio 5 Live.

“I would start saving players for it because that’s
what City have got to start focusing on.” Pep
Guardiola, who won two Champions League titles at
Barcelona, has not managed to take City beyond the
quarter-finals of the competition.

“With the team he assembled, we thought it would
happen in his tenure,” Wright added. “He’s three
years in with a team that has played at a really high
intensity and City have not been able to stay up with
a Liverpool side that have kicked on.” City return to
league action on Sunday against 18th-placed West
Ham United.  — Reuters

Winning CL would salvage City’s season


