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Former “Baywatch” star Pamela
Anderson and movie mogul Jon
Peters have called it quits just 12

days after tying the knot. The actress and
animal rights activist wed “Batman” pro-
ducer Peters on January 20 at a ceremony
in Malibu reportedly attended by her two
sons and his three daughters and ex-wife.
But there was apparently trouble in para-
dise as Anderson abruptly flew to her
native Canada on Saturday morning, The
Hollywood Reporter said, just days after
posting a photo of herself and Peters on
her Instagram account.

“I have been moved by the warm
reception to Jon’s and my union,”
Anderson, 52, said in a statement to US
media.  “We would be very grateful for
your support as we take some time apart
to re-evaluate what we want from life and
from one another.” The pair had each
been married four times prior. Anderson
said in her statement that the wedding
had never been formalized and the pair
had decided to step back while mulling
their next move.

She was previously married to rockers
Tommy Lee and Kid Rock. She twice wed

professional poker player Rick Salomon.
More recently she dated French soccer
star Adil Rami, with whom she lived in
France. Peters, 74, a former hair stylist,
rose to Hollywood prominence after a
high-profile romance with Barbra
Streisand, going on to produce her 1976
version of “A Star Is Born.”  He subse-
quently oversaw the Tim Burton “Batman”
films in the 1980s and 1990s, and brought
another DC comic books icon back to the
screen in 2006’s “Superman Returns.”

He was co-chairman of Columbia
Pictures for a stint in the 1990s. Peters

reportedly first met Anderson at the
Playboy Mansion in the 1980s, and pro-
posed to her shortly after. “There are
beautiful girls everywhere. I could have
my pick, but-for 35 years-I’ve only want-
ed Pamela,” he told THR when the pair
tied the knot in January. — AFP

This combination of pictures
created shows US actress

Pamela Anderson and Producer
Jon Peters. — AFP

A man walks past a ticket machine displaying an advertisement for the movie “Serf” on its screen
at a cinema in Moscow yesterday. — AFP 

Film producer Harvey Weinstein arrives at the courtroom for his sexual assault trial at Manhattan
criminal court in New York City. — AFP photos

Jessica Mann (center) exits the Manhattan criminal court after
testifying against film producer Harvey Weinstein for his sexual
assault trial at Manhattan criminal court in New York City.

Acomedy that tells the story of a mis-
behaving rich kid waking up as a 19th
century serf has become the highest

grossing Russian film of all time in its home
market. Since its release in late December,
“Serf” has garnered more than 3 billion
rubles ($47 million) in Russia and a number
of post-Soviet countries known as the
Commonwealth of Independent States,
kinobusiness.com, the film industry website,
said on Monday.

Only James Cameron’s sci-fi epic
“Avatar”, which grossed 3.6 billion rubles
($57 million) in the country, has raked more
in the box office so far. Directed by US-edu-
cated Klim Shipenko and starring Serbian
actor Milos Bikovic, the film tells the story of
Grisha, an entitled rich young man who one
day wakes up in the 19th century and finds
out he’s a serf.  In reality, Grisha’s oligarch
father, fed up with his son’s shenanigans, had
teamed up with a psychologist to build a
simulated 19th century village to re-educate
his son who believes he has traveled back in
time after a car accident.

“We could not expect such success but
we dreamt about it,” the 36-year-old
Shipenko told AFP. He said a number of fac-
tors were at play including the time of the
release, its appeal to a wide audience and
pure “luck.” Speaking in an interview with
Meduza news website, Shipenko compared
his film to “The Truman Show”, a 1998
American science fiction comedy-drama
starring Jim Carrey, and said his movie made
people both laugh and cry. “It’s a summery
movie,” he said, adding that moviegoers
wanted to have a good laugh and escape
Russia’s winter, especially during the long
New Year’s holidays.

Independent newspaper Novaya Gazeta
said the movie combines elements of a melo-
drama, period sitcom and action film and
appeals to both young and older audiences.
“We were not afraid of touching upon serious
subjects,” Shipenko told Novaya Gazeta,
adding that the main character turns to God
in the end of the film. —AFP

Harvey Weinstein’s defense team presented
new messages on Monday that it says
prove the disgraced movie mogul was in a

consensual relationship with one of the main
accusers in his rape trial. Lead defense attorney
Donna Rotunno subjected ex-actress Jessica
Mann, who says Weinstein raped her in March
2013, to brutal cross-examination that appeared
to severely weaken her earlier testimony.
“Thank you for your unfailing support and kind-
ness. It’s helped me believing in myself,” Mann
wrote in an email to Weinstein six months after
she alleges he sexually assaulted her. “Nobody
understands me quite like you,” she wrote in
another message. 

In a third, written in 2014, she referred to

Weinstein’s smile and “beautiful eyes,” the New
York state court heard. Weinstein, 67, faces life
imprisonment if convicted of predatory sexual
assault related to actress Mann and former pro-
duction assistant Mimi Haleyi, who accuses him
of forcibly performing oral sex on her in 2006.
The once-powerful producer of “Pulp Fiction”
and “Sin City” denies the charges and maintains
that the incidents were consensual. His trial
began in earnest almost two weeks ago.

Mann, 34, admitted on Friday that she had
had “non-coerced” sexual contact with
Weinstein up to 2016.  She said she had only
stayed in contact with him out of fear. But on
Monday, the defense asked her to read out an
email she wrote to a boyfriend in 2013 in which

she talked about Weinstein. “He offered me help
when my parents didn’t,” she read, choking back
tears.  “I tried to make him a pseudo-father. He
gave me all the validation I needed,” she added,
reading what she had written.

Judge James Burke adjourned Monday’s
hearing early after Mann wept profusely and
failed to regain her composure. Dozens of
women have accused Weinstein of sexual mis-
conduct since claims against him ignited the
#MeToo movement in October 2017. Only the
cases of Mann and Haleyi have led to criminal
charges in the New York court. — AFP

Alyona Alyona is turning the macho rules of
rap on their head. For a start, the former
kindergarten teacher tries never to swear

in her songs. She proudly raps in the Ukrainian
she grew up speaking in her rustic home village,
rather than in English or Russian. And she has
become something of a plus-size icon for letting
it all hang out in a silver swimming costume in
the video for her first big hit, “Ribki” (“Fish”).
Flanked by two scantily-clad, pencil-thin
women of the type that usually people rap
videos, the song is a clear metaphor for young
women who feel out of place.

The rapper, whose real name is Alyona
Savranenko, has put body positivity, bullying
and female empowerment in songs that defy the
stereotype of what hip-hop should be. The
hugely popular 28-year-old has become a phe-
nomenon in Europe, tearing it up at the
Eurosonic showcase in the Groningen in the
Netherlands last month after being picked out
as a rising star by the New York Times. 

‘Such a story’ 
“She’s really extraordinary, and hugely

charming,” said Jean-Louis Brossard, who
booked the charismatic performer for his Trans
festival in the French city of Rennes last year.
“She brings people together with her smile and
her enthusiasm-and she has such a story,” he
told AFP.  “She is super-good, technically great,
sassy, what can I say?” added music journalist
Eloise Bouton, who founded the Madame Rap
website. Her videos have scored millions of hits
despite their down-to-earth settings like her
home village in central Ukraine, where horses
and carts were a common sight in her childhood.

One clip, which starts with her parents at the
kitchen table of their Soviet-era apartment, has

had nearly four million views. Ukraine’s biggest
rapper began writing poetry when she was six,
but discovered hip-hop at 12. At first, she
copied or translated American rap before find-
ing her own voice and addressing young
women’s place in society. “I wasn’t a gangster, I
was a kindergarten teacher,” she said. But
Alyona’s life changed when the video for “Fish”,
which featured her frolicking on a jet ski, went
viral.  “At the beginning, I was scared” by all the
attention, she told AFP. “The video got so many
views that journalists started to come to see
me” in the tiny village nursery school near Kiev
where she taught.

Facing down sexism 
Alyona realized if she was going to get seri-

ous about her musical career, she would have to

give up her job. “‘Fish’ is about women who
have piercings, tattoos or strange coloured hair,
or a body that is not seen as normal,” the singer
said. “We, these women, are like fish in tank.
And behind the glass, we don’t hear the nasty
words directed at us,” she added.

Another track “Pushka”, which roughly
translates as “the bomb”, also challenges how
women are seen. In it, Alyona calls herself a
“pishka”, a term of abuse for someone who is
overweight. Other lyrics are more poignant:
“They may have a fresh view on everything, but
they never invite us home...” Hip-hop is hardly
known as a hotbed of feminist thinking, and
Alyona has had to put up with some zingers.
“They have told me that women were made to
cook, to look after children, to do their nails, to
do their makeup,” she recalled.

Body positive 
“But I try to show that women have their

place in rap battles,” the off-the-cuff bragging
contests that characterize the genre. And Alyona
has found her niche, far from the cliches of
“drugs and gangs-because that is not my life. I
go to see my parents or go on holiday.  “I try to
inspire people. I am not just there to say to
women that they can be rappers, but to tell them
to believe in themselves,” she said. 

Even though Alyona grew up idolizing
Eminem-”He represents everything you should
do and not do at the same time,” she quipped-
she prefers not to rap in English or in Russian,
which might also bring her a bigger audience. “I
taught in Ukrainian and I want to say things in
Ukrainian,” she insisted. But she denied that it
had anything to do with nationalism. “I don’t like
politics. My generation is tired by politics... we
want to create new things. There are so many
great performers, painters, so many talented
people out there.” — AFP

In this file photo Ukrainian rap
singer Alyona Alyona performs
on stage during the Eurosonic
festival in Groningen. — AFP

Sony’s “Bad Boys for Life” held on to
its lead in the North American box
office during the weekend, again

edging out Universal’s “1917” and
“Dolittle,” industry watcher Exhibitor
Relations said Monday. The weekend cine-

ma was overshadowed by Sunday’s block-
buster TV event, the National Football
League’s Super Bowl, when theaters are
often near-empty. Overall weekend ticket
sales of roughly $85 million were the low-
est in years, another industry tracker,
Comscore, reported. Still, action comedy

“Bad Boys,” with Will Smith and Martin
Lawrence reprising their roles as wise-
cracking detectives, took in  $17.7 million
for the Friday-through-Sunday period.

“1917,” a war film which lacks big stars
but has steadily racked up awards, placed
second at $9.5 million. The Sam Mendes
film, shot as if it were one continuous take,
is an Oscar favorite.“Dolittle,” based on
the children’s book about a veterinarian
who can talk to the animals, has drawn
tepid reviews but, with an all-star cast
headed by Robert Downey Jr and Emma
Thompson, placed third at $7.6 million. In
fourth was new horror film “Gretel and
Hansel” from United Artists.

The dark reimagining of the Brothers
Grimm tale earned nearly $6.2 million-not
bad for a film produced with a relatively
tiny budget of $5 million, according to
Variety. Fifth spot went to Sony’s “Jumanji:
The Next Level” at $6 million. Dwayne
“The Rock” Johnson and Kevin Hart star in
the action sequel.
Rounding out the top 10 were:
“The Gentlemen” ($5.6 million)
“Star Wars: The Rise of Skywalker” ($3.2
million)
“Little Women” ($3.1 million)
“The Turning” ($3 million)
“The Rhythm Section” ($2.7 million)—AFP

Abig screen version of smash hit
musical “Hamilton” is coming to
movie theaters in 2021, its creator

announced on Monday. The show-which
has become one of the highest grossing
Broadway musicals of all time since its
2015 debut-tells the story of Alexander
Hamilton, one of the founding fathers of
the United States. Lin-Manuel Miranda,
who also stars in “Hamilton,” said the film
would be a live performance of show at
New York’s Richard Rodgers Theatre that
comprised the original cast. It will be dis-
tributed by Disney and released on
October 15, 2021, he said in a tweet.
Variety magazine said it would get the-

atrical runs in the US and Canada.
“Hamilton” has made $633 million in

box office receipts and has been seen by
2.5 million people in New York alone since
arriving on Broadway in August 2015,
according to Broadway.com. A production
of “Hamilton” has also been on in London’s
West End since 2017 and a three-year
tour of the show just ended in Chicago.
Mixing political history with rap and hip
hop, the show won 11 Tony Awards in
2016, including best musical. Another of
Miranda’s musicals, “In the Heights,” has
been adapted for theaters and is due out
in June. — AFP


