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he Smashing Pumpkins will release a
double album this year. Frontman
Billy Corgan has revealed the alter-
native band - including founding

members James Iha and Jimmy Chamberlin,
who rejoined the group 2018 - have a wealth of
new material which will be released as two
discs some time in 2020. The rocker has
described the untitled release as the group’s
first “real” record with the original line-up
since 2000’s ‘Machina’, even though they
released ‘Shiny and Oh So Bright, Vol. 1 / LP:
No Past. No Future. No Sun’ two years ago.

Billy told Nashville newspaper The
Tennessean: “In many ways, this is the first real
album (since the reunion) where we’ve hun-
kered down and made a classic, ‘Let’s throw it
all at the wall and see what happens’ type of
Pumpkins record. “I’ve been working on it for
over a year.  “It currently is at 21 songs, and
we’re going to release it as a double this year.”
The ‘Tonight Tonight’ hitmaker teased that
their new tunes have “a greater conceptual”
theme and admitted he’s been excited by their
studio sessions as he and his bandmates have
returned to being risk-takers. He continued:

“This is the first album since the album that
came out in 2000, ‘Machina’, where me, James
and Jimmy worked on something for a very
long time.  “It’s got a greater conceptual base,
and it’s probably a wider swath of music. “The
last one was kind of like, ‘Let’s just jump in,
record some stuff real fast, and let it be what it
is’ ... so I’m excited about this, because we’re
kind of back in the lane of taking a risk, and
trying to bring something new to the table, as
opposed to just aping what we’re known for. “
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dam Lambert has announced a mini Las Vegas
residency. As well as embarking on ‘The Velvet
Tour’ in Europe - which kicks off on August
30 at Manchester Pride and concludes in

Helsinki on September 12 - in support of his solo LP
‘Velvet’, the ‘For Your Entertainment’ hitmaker will per-
form at The Venetian Resort Hotel & Casino in Sin City
on April 22, 24 and 25.  Plus, the pop star - who releases
his record on March 20 - has also released his new song,
‘Roses’, featuring Chic legend Nile Rodgers.  It’s an
extremely busy time for the ‘American Idol’ alumni, who
is also set to head on tour with Queen on ‘The Rhapsody
Tour’, which will see the rock legends play six shows at
London’s The O2 arena. Brian May, Roger Taylor and
Adam - who sings in the place of late frontman Freddie
Mercury - will bring their spectacular new live show to
the UK in June, kicking off with a mini residency at the
North Greenwich venue between June 2 and June 9,
before a stop at Manchester Arena on June 11. The tour
comes off the back of the blockbuster Queen musical
‘Bohemian Rhapsody’. Meanwhile, Adam recently
launched his own charity to support LGBTQ+ communi-
ties of all ages and backgrounds. The 37-year-old singer
has founded the Feel Something Foundation after being
inspired to do so after hearing the stories and witnessing
first-hand the difficulties LGBTQ+ people continue to
face all over the world.  As a member of the community
himself, Adam is determined to make a difference with his
non-profit organization.  The ‘Ghost Town’ hitmaker is
planning to work with fellow charities which focus on
impacting the communities in areas of Education & the
Arts; Homelessness; Suicide Prevention & Mental Health
to help achieve his goals. With the help of directors and
public funds, Adam hopes to empower the LGBTQ+
community by supporting other charities to build a
strong foundation.

tormzy says nothing will beat headlining
Glastonbury and winning his first MOBO
award. The ‘Vossi Bop’ hitmaker - who credits
God with “blessing him” with his career suc-

cess - topped the bill on the iconic Pyramid Stage at the
world famous festival in Somerset, England, last summer,
and has admitted that even though he may get to head-
line Coachella in the US and go on to win a Grammy one
day, nothing will top Glastonbury and his Best Grime
MOBO win in 2014. He told the March issue of GQ
Magazine - of which he is the cover star - that: “There’s
no award that’s going to beat my first MOBO.  “But, of
course, God willing, one day I’ll get a Grammy.  “I’m nev-
er going to feel like Glasto again.  “But one day maybe I’ll
headline Coachella and then I’ll have that. “That’s the
blessing from God.  “He gave you an indescribable feeling
that’s so personal to you. And only you can hold it.”
Stormzy cried for an hour after his Glasto set because he
thought he had messed up his performance due to tech-
nical glitches, however when he watched it back he was
overwhelmed by how well it was received. He recalled: “I
was just bawling my eyes out. “I thought, ‘You have just
absolutely screwd that.’ I haven’t cried like that since pri-
mary school. I just broke down.” The ‘Audacity’ hitmaker
- who released his second studio album ‘Heavy Is the
Head’ in December - has compared his career highlights
to winning the World Cup and vowed that there will be
“more World Cups” for him to win. On what his goals are
now, the rapper said: “Now I want to do it all over again.
“I was standing at the pinnacle of music at 25.  “It’s like
winning the World Cup.  “I wonder how MbappÈ feels.
You won the World Cup. “And it’s like, ‘Wow. I’ve done it
... I guess there’ll be more World Cups.’” 

ichelle Rodriguez wants to play Catwoman.
The ‘Fast & Furious’ star wants to follow in the
footsteps of her co-star Dwayne Johnson -
who is going to play Black Adam - and join the

DC Extended Universe as Gotham City burglar Selina
Kyle in the future. Speaking to MTV International, she
said: “I would love to be a superhero. I think DC has my
favorite superhero, which is Catwoman. “I like her
because she’s bad and good and I’m in the middle when it
comes to being good. I’m pretty bad and good so I would
go the DC route ‘cause there aren’t a lot of really great
female superheroes in general and so I need a little edge
or I can’t play and so Catwoman I think is my favorite.”
However, Michelle looks to have a long wait to land the
role as Zoe Kravitz will be slipping into the catsuit for the
role in Matt Reeves’ upcoming ‘The Batman’, which stars
Robert Pattinson as The Dark Knight. The 41-year-old
actress, who plays the role of Letty Oritz in the ‘Fast &
Furious’ franchise, has previously discussed the impor-
tance of a female influence on each movie, revealing that
she only returned for the latest installment after a female
writer joined the project. Last year, she said: “I felt like
there was not enough of a female voice in the franchise.
You should evolve with the times, not just pander to cer-
tain demographics that are stuck in the past.” Michelle
also threatened to leave the franchise, as she posted on
social media criticizing the role of women in the series
following the DVD release of ‘The Fate of the Furious’. In
an Instagram post, she wrote: “F8 is out digitally today, I
hope they decided to show some love to the women of
the franchise on the next one. Or I might just have to say
goodbye to a loved franchise. It’s been a good ride (and)
I’m grateful for the opportunity the fans (and) studio
have provided over the years.” Vin Diesel, who plays the
role of Dominic Toretto, confirmed that he has been
working on a female-led ‘Fast’ spin-off. He said: “I’ve cre-
ated a female spinoff. And that script comes in next
month, so we will see.”
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arrison Ford is confirmed for ‘Indiana
Jones 5’. The 77-year-old actor has
starred as the titular archaeologist in all
four of the franchise’s movies, and after he

insisted that nobody will ever be able to replace his
alter ego, Lucasfilm’s boss Kathleen Kennedy has
said the screen legend is very much “involved” in the
delayed flick. The 66-year-old movie producer also
reassured fans of the blockbuster series that the fifth
installment is a “continuation” of the story and “not a
reboot”. Giving an update on the movie’s progress,
she told the BBC: “We’re working away, getting the
script where we want it to be and then we’ll be
ready to go. “Harrison Ford will be involved, yeah.
It’s not a reboot; it’s a continuation.” There were
rumors of ‘Guardians of the Galaxy’ star Chris Pratt
taking over the role back in 2015, when talk of the
fifth film began. However, Ford soon shot down the
gossip. He said: “Nobody else is gonna be Indiana
Jones! Don’t you get it? I’m Indiana Jones. When I’m
gone, he’s gone. It’s easy... This is a hell of a way to
tell Chris Pine this.” The movie was pushed back
until 2021, so that more work could be done on the
script. The motion picture was originally due for
release in July 2019, before it was later pushed back
to July 2020 and Disney issued an amended sched-
ule in July 2018, which listed ‘Indiana Jones 5’ as
coming out on July 9, 2021. The franchise, which
started in 1981, follows the fictional archaeologist,
who originally fought against the Nazis in their
search for Biblical artefacts. However, in the 2008
movie ‘Indiana Jones and the Kingdom of the Crystal
Skull’, fans of the franchise were disappointed that
the movie took a different angle and dealt with alien
origins rather than Biblical stories.

H

ohn Cena has denied that he is playing a vil-
lain in ‘Fast & Furious 9.’ The 42-year-old
wrestler-turned-actor portrays Jakob
Torretto, the brother of Vin Diesel’s character

Dominic, and in the trailer that has just been released
Jakob is depicted as a new threat to Dominic’s street-
racing crew, but John insists that it  is “not true”.
Speaking to ‘Entertainment Tonight’, he said: “We’ll leave
it for the audience, we’ll leave it for the ‘Fast...’ family
around the world to decide who’s bad and who’s good.
Keep in mind, the trailer shows just enough for you to
have a ton of questions - and me not to be able to answer
any of them!” Vin Diesel agreed with John’s point, claim-
ing that there are “no cookie-cutter characters” in the
‘Fast & Furious’ franchise. He said: “That’s fair. You’re
going to have to decide. Like, all the characters in this
saga, they are multidimensional and there are no cookie-
cutter characters. They all have layers, as we’ve seen ...
But we’re so excited about this.” Meanwhile, John - who
is making his first appearance in the franchise - was full
of praise for fans of the series, describing them as
“superheroes without capes”. The WWE Superstar
explained: “So this is what I find brilliant about the
‘Fast...’ franchise, and this is truly a testament to the
‘Fast...’ family, the people around the world who love
these movies. “They walk in to see these movies with a
sense of family, and a sense of fun, and you’re right, over
the course of the eight installments, soon to be nine,
they’re superheroes without capes.” John previously
opened about his desire to “earn the respect” of the ‘Fast
& Furious’ family and the “expectation” on him to deliver
for the fan base. He explained: “It really is a family
atmosphere, there’s a lot of respect for the franchise,
there is that expectation to deliver for the fan base, and
it’s been like no other experience I’ve been on.  “You kind
of have to earn your respect in so many ways, but once
you do you are absolutely, unexpectedly welcomed into
the family. It’s been really, really special, and I’m very for-
tunate.”— Bang Showbiz

J
ick Moranis is in talks to
come out of retirement for
a ‘Honey, I Shrunk The
Kids’ reboot. The 66-

year-old actor could reprise his role
from the 1989 film as Wayne
Szalinski, an inventor who acciden-
tally shrinks his own and his next
door neighbor’s kids before throwing
them out with the trash. Rick has not
appeared in a live-action film since
1997’s ‘Honey, We Shrunk Ourselves’,
although he has voiced characters in
animated films, such as Disney’s
‘Brother Bear’. The project will be
titled ‘Shrunk’ and is being described
as a “legacyquel” meaning it will
contain elements of the original film’s

plot whilst also existing in the same
universe as the three films in the
franchise and be a continuation of
the overall story arc. ‘Frozen’ star
Josh Gad has been confirmed to star
in the new movie, which will be set
around three decades after the origi-
nal, with Josh playing a grown-up
version of Wayne’s son, Nick
Szalinski, who was played by Robert
Olivier in the first film. According to
Disney Insider, the film will see
Wayne struggling to cope after los-
ing his wife, Diane, to cancer. The
report says: “Aware that the family
ties have loosened over time but
seemingly afraid to confront anyone
directly. He has been tinkering alone

in his attic for decades, dealing with
the grief of losing his wife. “When
we first meet him, he has accidentally
shrunk himself and is flying around
on a shrunken drone - seemingly lost
in a continuous of tinkering and
experimenting that often puts himself
and his family in jeopardy.  “He later
reveals he shut himself away to try
and invent a solution to help shrink
Diane’s cancer but found it hard to
cope when he ran out of time. His
guilt and shame is palpable. Through
the crisis of the kids getting shrunk,
the truth emerges and the bonds
begin to redevelop between him and
his kids.” The original ‘Honey, I
Shrunk The Kids’ was an unexpected
box office hit, grossing $222 million
worldwide and becoming Disney’s
highest-grossing live-action film ever
at the time, a record it held for five
years.  The film spawned two sequels
titled ‘Honey, I Blew Up the Kid’ and
‘Honey, We Shrunk Ourselves’ as well
as a television show that ran from
1997 to 2000 and saw Peter Scolari
take over the role of Wayne
Szalinski. Disney had initially dis-
cussed the idea of debuting the film
on their new Disney Plus platform
but are now planning a theatrical
release.
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