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South Africa court issues arrest 
warrant for ex-president Zuma 

Judge rejects Zuma’s ‘sick note’ as not valid
JOHANNESBURG: A South African court issued an
arrest warrant for former president Jacob Zuma yester-
day, after he skipped court on grounds of needing
medical treatment, but the judge stayed the warrant
until his corruption trial resumes on May 6. Zuma’s
lawyer presented the judge with a sick note from what
he said was a military hospital, but Judge Dhaya Pillay
questioned whether the note was valid, as there was no
medical number showing if and where the doctor was
certified. “I don’t even know if ... is a doctor. There is ...
nothing to suggest that he is,” she said, before issuing
the warrant.

The former leader is on trial on 18 charges of fraud,
racketeering and money laundering relating to a $2 bil-
lion arms deal with French defense firm Thales in 1999,
when Zuma was deputy president. He rejects the alle-
gations as a politically motivated witch-hunt. Dan
Mantsha, Zuma’s lawyer, said that he was abroad for
medical treatment, without saying where. Local media
have suggested he is in Cuba, although it was not
immediately possible to verify this. Pillay concluded

that the note was insufficient to excuse Zuma from
appearing for the trial, but gave him until it resumes on
May 6 to turn up before the warrant kicks in.

Zuma, president from 2009-2018, had previously
applied for a permanent stay of prosecution but the
court in Pietermaritzburg threw out his appeal in
November. He is accused of accepting 500,000 rand
($34,000) annually from Thales in 1999, in exchange for
protecting the company from an investigation into the
deal. Thales, known as Thompson-CSF at the time, has
said it had no knowledge of any transgressions by any of
its employees in relation to the award of the contracts.

The National Prosecuting Authority initially filed the
charges against Zuma a decade ago, but set them aside
shortly before he successfully ran for president in 2009.
Following appeals and lobbying by opposition parties,
the NPA reinstated the charges in March 2018. Pillay
also accepted an application by the company yesterday
to be represented by lawyer Barry Roux, who defended
Paralympian athlete Oscar Pistorius over the 2013 mur-
der of his girlfriend. — Reuters

PIETERMARITZBURG: Barry Roux, new senior council to South Africa’s former president Jacob Zuma appears at
the Pietermaritzburg High Court on behalf of former President Zuma with regard to corruption charges in,
Pietermaritzburg, South Africa yesterday. —AFP 

BEIRUT: Lebanon’s English-language
The Daily Star suspended its print
edition yesterday, the latest casualty
in the collapse of the country’s once-
flourishing press. The newspaper,
which is co-owned by the family of
former prime minister Saad Hariri, said
on its website the temporary halt of
the printing presses was a result of
the economic downturn. 

It cited “the financial challenges
facing the Lebanese press which have
been exacerbated by the deteriora-
tion of the economic situation in the
country.” It said the temporary sus-
pension came after “a drop to virtual-
ly no advertising revenue in the last
quarter of 2019, as well as in January
of this year”. In recent months,
employees at the newspaper had
complained of not being paid, with
one departing journalist reporting in
December that some were owed up to
half a year in wages. 

A series of prominent dailies in
Lebanon have disappeared from print
due to funding shortages in recent
years. The Daily Star is the latest
media outlet linked to the former pre-
mier to be struggling. In September

last year, Hariri announced the sus-
pension of Future TV, his ailing
mouthpiece whose employees had
been on strike over unpaid wages.

In January 2019, the Hariri family’s
Al-Mustaqbal newspaper issued its
last print version, 20 years after it was
established. Saudi Oger, a once-
mighty construction firm that was the
basis of the Hariri business empire,
collapsed in 2017, leaving thousands
jobless. Hariri stepped down as prime
minister in late October following
unprecedented nationwide protests
against alleged official corruption and
ineptitude.

Last year, The Daily Star published
a newsless black issue to protest the
political and economic crises gripping
the country. The economic crisis has
since deteriorated, and been com-
pounded by a financial crunch. The
Daily Star was founded in 1952 by
Kamel Mroue, then owner and editor-
in-chief of the pan-Arab Al-Hayat dai-
ly newspaper. It closed for more than a
decade during the 1975-1990 civil war,
returning to news stands in 1996. The
newspaper was bought by business-
men close to Hariri in 2010.— AFP 

BEIRUT: Photo shows the front pages of the Lebanese local English-language
newspaper ‘The Daily Star’ in the capital Beirut, which refrained from publishing
news articles in its print edition today in protest against the “deteriorating situ-
ation” in Lebanon. — AFP 

Lebanon daily suspends
print edition 

DUBAI: A man sentenced to death in
Iran for spying for the CIA and attempt-
ing to pass on information about
Tehran’s nuclear program will be execut-
ed soon, authorities said yesterday,
according to the semi-official Fars news
agency. In another case, two people
working for a charity were sentenced to
10 years in prison for spying and five
years in prison for acting against nation-
al security on similar charges, judiciary
spokesman Gholamhossein Esmaili said,
according to Fars. 

“Amir Rahimpour who was a CIA spy
and got big pay and tried to present part
of Iran’s nuclear information to the
American service had been tried and
sentenced to death and recently the
Supreme Court upheld his sentence and
he will see the consequences of his
action soon,” Esmaili said, referring to
the individual facing capital punishment.

Esmaili did not provide any additional
information about the nationality of the
convicted individuals working for a char-
ity. Iran does not recognize dual nation-
ality and the judiciary prosecutes dual
nationals as Iranian citizens. Last sum-
mer, Iran announced it had broken up a
CIA spy ring of 17 individuals and that
some had been sentenced to death.

Tensions have spiked between Iran
and the United States after Washington
killed top Iranian military commander
Qassem Soleimani in a drone strike in
Baghdad on Jan 3, prompting the
Islamic Republic to retaliate with a
missile strike against a US base in Iraq.
Speaking at a press conference
streamed live on the judiciary’s website,
Esmaili said the names of the individu-
als working for a charity would not be
released yet because the sentence has
not been finalized. — Reuters

Iran to execute man 
for spying for the CIA

NAIROBI: An Eritrean father yearning to
be reunited with his four children after 15
years apart. An American woman adopt-
ing a Nigerian toddler. A Nigerian man
desperate to be with his American wife
and children. These are some of the fami-
l ies wait ing to see how they wil l  be
affected by President Donald Trump’s
expansion of the US travel ban. Awet,
who asked that Reuters use a nickname
to avoid reprisals against his family, fled
Eritrea in 2005. He is now a US citizen.

Awet described how he hugged his
four young children hard, whispering
only to his weeping mother that he was
leaving forever. For three days, he said,
he hid under rocks by day and dodged
hyenas and soldiers at night as he tried
to cross the border. Awet spent four
years as a refugee in Ethiopia and Kenya
before being resettled to the United
States in 2009. When a 2018 peace deal
between Ethiopia and Eritrea made it
possible for the children to leave Eritrea
safely, he finally dared hope he would
see them again. Awet had been trying to
bring his children over on family visas for
the past year.

But on Friday, Trump, a Republican,
issued an expanded version of his travel
ban that suspended immigrant visas - a
category that includes family visas - for
Eritreans and Nigerians. The other coun-
tr ies with new restr ict ions are
Kyrgyzstan, Myanmar, Tanzania and

Sudan. US Homeland Security acting
Secretary Chad Wolf said the restrictions
were needed because the six countries
had failed to meet U.S. security and infor-
mation-sharing standards. But US House
of Representatives Speaker Nancy Pelosi,
a Democrat, called the ban “discrimina-
tion disguised as policy.”

“Trump’s new law, for us, it’s very hurt-
ful,” said Awet, speaking by phone from
his home in the United States. “At least let
the children in ... those who want to come
to be with their mother or father.” Awet
said he is still praying that he will see his
children - now aged 14-18 - again one
day. Their mother is in the Middle East.
“I’m leaving it to God,” he said. “God and
a lawyer,” his attorney Kari Scofield
chimed in.

In the West African powerhouse of
Nigeria, 37-year-old Californian Lynsey
Elston is waiting to find out if or when
her newly adopted daughter will be able
to meet the rest of the family back in the
United States. The former social worker
always wanted to adopt. Three-year-old
Eliana Ezinne arrived at her home in
Nigeria on Christmas Eve 2019 after
years of  paperwork, interviews and
uncertainty.

“This is my child,” she said as she
cuddled the sleepy girl. “I can’t be sepa-
rated from my child.” Hasan Shafiqullah,
head of the Immigration Law Unit at The
Legal Aid Society in New York, told
Reuters  that  E ls ton can apply for
Eliana’s citizenship only from inside the
United States, and Eliana can enter only
on an immigrant visa. The 2017 version
of the travel ban outlines which groups
can qual i fy  for  waivers , inc luding
adoptees, and the expanded ban says it
will follow the same guidelines. 

But the system for obtaining waivers

has proven opaque and difficult to navi-
gate, and there is an ongoing federal law-
suit challenging the government’s imple-
mentation of the process. “The emotion I
am feeling is anger,” Elston said at her
home in an upscale neighborhood of
Lagos. In the same city, a 38-year-old
Nigerian man quit his job last month as
he prepared to move to the United States
with his two toddlers and wife - all US
citizens. He asked for anonymity to avoid
prejudicing his visa application.

The man said his mother and two sis-
ters, also US citizens, live in America, and
he studied there and lived there for a
decade. He wanted his children to grow
up near his family, he said, and he consid-
ers America his second home. Asked what
he will do if he cannot get a visa to move
with his family, he drew in a long, slow
breath and went silent. “I’m afraid to even
consider that,” he said at last. “You really
are powerless.”— Reuters

Families in Africa 
fear impact of US
immigration ban

WASHINGTON: In this file photo, US President
Donald Trump speaks during a summit on
combating human trafficking in the East Room
of the White House in Washington, DC. — AFP 

NAIROBI: Former Kenyan president Daniel
Arap Moi, who ruled the country with an
iron fist between 1978 and 2002, has died
aged 95, President Uhuru Kenyatta
announced yesterday. Moi’s 24-year rule
saw his country become a one-party state
where critical voices were crushed, corrup-
tion became endemic and tribal divisions
were stoked and turned bloody. 

“It  is  with profound sadness that I
announce the death of a great man of an
African state,” Kenyatta said in a statement.
He ordered a period of national mourning
until a state funeral is held, on a date not yet
announced. The former president died “in
the early morning of February 4 at Nairobi
hospital in the presence of his family,”
Kenyatta said.

‘Chequered career’ 
Moi fought off rivals in a bitter contest to

take the top job in 1978, succeeding Kenya’s
first president, Jomo Kenyatta, when he died.
The speaker of Kenya’s national assembly,
Justin Muturi said that Moi was an “astute
politician”, who “employed pragmatic nation-
alism to keep the country together for the 24
years that he led our nation.”

“He will be remembered for his great
efforts towards consolidating peace and
tranquility within the Horn of Africa and
largely the East African Region, at a very dif-
ficult time for the region and the African con-
tinent,” Muturi added. His son Gideon Moi, a
senator, confirmed Moi died at 5:20 am
(02:20 GMT). “He passed away peacefully,”
he said. “I was by his side and, as a family, we
have accepted (his death).”

One of the defining scandals of Moi’s
presidency was the loss of $1 billion from the
central bank through false gold and diamond
exports. A report by Britain-based risk con-
sultant group Kroll in 2007 claimed Moi’s
family and clique laundered money on a
global scale, buying properties and compa-
nies in London, New York and South Africa
and even a 10,000-hectare (25,000-acre)

ranch in Australia.

‘Discipline’ 
Vice-President William Ruto, who comes

from the same Kalenjin people as Moi,
mourned his “legendary personal discipline”
and said that his “life and work touched
every one of us in lasting, impactful ways.”
Those targeted by his regime included
human rights and environmental activists,
including the writer Ngugi wa Thiong’o and
the future Nobel Peace Prize winner Wangari
Maathai.

Moi was however praised for keeping
Kenya a relative haven of peace during a
chaotic period in east Africa which saw the
genocide in Rwanda and civil wars in Burundi
and Somalia. His later return-under signifi-
cant pressure-to multiparty elections in 1992,

and peaceful handover of power to opposi-
tion leader Mwai Kibaki in 2002 also won
him some praise. Former opponent Raila
Odinga, who spent several years in jail under
Moi, referred to the late leader’s “chequered
career”, but also spoke of his decision to
finally restore multiparty politics.

“Moi and I reconciled after the political
differences of the 1980s and early 90s, and
we were able to work together to bring more
reforms to the country,” Odinga said. In
recent years observers have criticized the
“rehabilitation” of Moi as the elderly former
president often received visits from President
Kenyatta, his opposition rival Raila Odinga
and any politician seeking his blessing ahead
of elections. Kenyatta revived “Moi Day” in
honor of the former president in 2017, after it
was scrapped in 2010.—AFP 

Kenyan ex-president Daniel Arap Moi dies 

NAIROBI: Newspapers with the headline on the death of former Kenya’s president Daniel Arap
Moi, are displayed, in Nairobi yesterday. — AFP


